MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 16th JULY 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Damian Geoghegan, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Ryan, Mansfield, Kyne, O’Ceilleachair.

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Thomas Roger, Town Engineer






Denis Mc Carthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk

APOLOGIES



Cllrs. O’Riordan, Wright.

At the commencement of the meeting the Councillors passed votes of sympathy to the families of the following who recently passed away.  Leo O’Riordan, Ciara Meehan, Peter Queally, Stephanie Doyle, Mike Byrne and Helen Grant.  

The Mayor, Councillor Geoghegan then proposed that standing orders be suspended and the filling of the casual vacancy in relation to the resignation of Councillor Forsey be taken as the first item on the agenda.  This was seconded by Councillor Rossiter.  The Mayor stated that Micheal Cosgrove has been proposed by the Fine Gael party to replace Councillor Forsey.  On the proposal of Councillor Rossiter, seconded by Councillor O’Ceilleachair, Micheal Cosgrove was elected to fill the casual vacancy created by the resignation of Councillor Forsey.  The Councillors paid tribute to Councillor Forsey for his hard work during his term in office and also welcomed Councillor Cosgrove to the Council.  Councillor Cosgrove thanked the members for their kind words and acknowledged the contribution made by Councillor Forsey and his wife Jenny during his term in office.  He stated that it was his intention to take common sense approach to the affairs of the Council and he would seek to prioritize the development of a Marina and a Theatre in the Town during his term of office.  On behalf of the management, Denis McCarthy welcomed Councillor Cosgrove to the chamber and also thanked Councillor Forsey for his dedicated service.  

MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Ryan the minutes of the annual general meeting held on Monday 18th June 2007 were adopted.  

On the proposal of Councillor Ryan seconded by Councillor Rossiter the minutes of the monthly meeting held on Monday 25th June 2007 were adopted.

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Kyne asked that the minutes of the meeting of the 25th of June be amended in respect of the comments attributed to him relating to the Waterford Crystal Sports Centre.  The Town Clerk agreed to amend the minutes. Councillor Ryan raised the condition of the railway walk adjacent to Kyne Park and stated that the trees had gone too high and that it was causing difficulties for residents there.  The Town Engineer agreed to meet with Councillor Ryan to review this matter.  Councillor Mansfield asked that a report be prepared for the next meeting in relation to measures to be taken to prevent any further traveler encampments camping adjacent to Fraher Field.  Councillor Mansfield also welcomed the notice from the Town Engineer that the area of Abbeyside Beach would be looked at with a view to having a design prepared for the Members for a forthcoming meeting.  Councillor Ryan stated that unfortunately there was no bin in place since the last meeting and also stated that the sight lines at Stucco Lane were poor.  The Town Engineer stated that there was a great amenity for the area and that he was having a design prepared, however, the issue in relation to bins was more difficult as they were constantly being vandalised.  

NOTICE OF MOTION

Re: Rezoning of 1.4 acres of land adjacent to Abbeyside N.S.

Councillor Kyne  stated that the members and the school were very disappointed with the progress being made in relation to the school acquiring the land zoned for educational purposes.  He stated that it was now felt that the executive had erred in putting this zoning on the land as it made it too expensive for the school to purchase. He was recommending that the zoning be changed to Open Space in order to make it more affordable for the school. Councillor Ryan supported the motion and stated that the area was wrongly zoned by the Executive and the reason that the parents and the school management didn’t object to the housing development was on the basis that the zoning would facilitate the school to purchase the property.  Councillor Mansfield also supported the motion and stated that it was possible that an error was made in the zoning. However, the Town Manager, Denis McCarthy stated that he was satisfied that the right zoning had been put on the land at the time and he felt that this was borne out by a letter that had been received from the Board of Management at the time welcoming the zoning.  Councillor Kyne stated that he was not aware that the Board of Management were going to be hung out to dry in relation to the zoning and he said that it was consistent opinion among Councillors that it was to be zoned to make it affordable for the School.  The Executive at the time were aware of the needs of the School and did not zone it appropriately.  Councillor Rossiter asked if the land in question had been offered as a compromise in relation to the Part V requirements for the adjoining residentially zoned land.  The Town Clerk stated that it had been offered, however it was not a suitable offer as the land in question was not zoned residential.  Councillor O’Ceilleachair referred the Members to the legal opinion which had been circulated to the Members previously and stated that due cognizance had to be taken of this.  He also stated that if some Members opposed the Motion on the basis of the legal opinion it did not mean that they were opposed to the principle of the School purchasing the ground.  He stated that the School in Abbeyside was in private ownership and that the view of the Department of Education should be sought in relation to the acquisition of the land. He stated that the Bishop should be in a position to afford the purchase of the ground and he felt that a three way solution involving the land owners, the School and the Department of Education should be sought.  Councillor Ryan stated that the recent developments in the School had been funded by a local development fund which had been set up by Parents and the School did not want the Department of Education to take over the School.  On the recommendation of the Mayor it was agreed to defer the issue to the September meeting. 

Part 8 - Tournore Detention Pond & N25 Storm Sewers

The Town Clerk informed the Members that the proposals were advertised in accordance with the regulation and that now submissions were received.  On the proposal of Councillor Ryan seconded by Councillor Rossiter the Part 8 proposal in respect of the Tournore Detention Pond & N25 Storm Sewers was passed.

Part 8 - five apartments at Moloney’s Stores.

The Town Clerk informed the Members that the proposal was advertised in accordance with the regulations and stated that two submissions had been received in relation to the Management Company of the overall building.  The issues have been resolved and both submissions had been withdrawn.  On the proposal of Councillor Ryan seconded by Councillor Rossiter the proposal to develop five apartments on the ground floor of Moloney’s Stores was approved.

Consideration of Auditors Report 2006.

The Town Clerk took the Members through the report and the Mayor stated that he was happy that it was a very positive report and on the proposal of Councillor Cosgrove seconded by Councillor Mansfield the Auditors Report 2006 was adopted.

Conferences

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Kyne the conferences as listed were agreed.  It was also stated that the visit by the Council to Erie would be funded out of the Members Conferences expenses.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor O Ceilleachair

1. Stated that he wished the Council to acknowledge that there had been a climb down in relation to the Waste Standing Charge which he welcomed.
Councillor Rossiter

1. Asked if the traffic flow in the Square could be changed in the short term pending the development of the Square in due course and also asked for an update in relation to the O’Connell Street junction.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine the issue of changing the flow of traffic in the short term and stated that it was necessary to do a Part 8 in relation to the O’Connell Street junction as there were a number of other junctions on O’Connell Street that would need to be looked at as well.

2. Stated that there were still some difficulties with the on street pay and display meters.  The Town Clerk said he hoped to have the issue resolved in the near future.
Councillor Cosgrove

1. Asked for a progress report in relation to the development of Walton Park.  The Town Engineer stated that they were having a number of difficulties primarily in relation to weather and staffing in relation to this project, however things were moving on in the past few months.
Councillor Mansfield

1. Raised the issue in relation to residents parking in Sexton Street and said that they were experiencing a lot of difficulties in this area.  It was agreed that this would be referred to a Traffic Management Meeting for discussion. 

Councillor Geoghegan

1. Stated that the delivery of the Road Works Programme with Waterford County Council was unsatisfactory.  He stated that if this performance was not improved that the Council should look at putting it out to tender in the near future.  Some of the members expressed reservations in relation to privatising this work, however it was agreed that the progress would be monitored.  The Town Engineer stated that the County Council had indicated that they had difficulties in relation to resources in delivering the programme and it was agreed that a report would be prepared for the September Meeting.  The Town Manager stated that he had arranged a meeting with the County Engineer and the relevant staff in relation to this to see if any improvement could be brought about.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:____________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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