MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Damien Geoghegan, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
O Riordan, Rossiter, Ryan, Wright, Mansfield, Kyne,                 O Ceilleachair.
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer





Denis Mc Carthy, Town Manager






Fergal Reedy, Strategic Leisure
Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that he was not there for the Mayoral elections and that he gave his best wishes and welcomes to the new Mayor Councillor Geoghegan.  Strategic Leisure Ltd. gave a presentation.  Town Manager gave a background to Strategic Leisure’s presentation and the process of tendering etc.  The Mayor thanked Strategic Leisure for the presentation and opened up questions to the floor.  Councillor Mansfield welcomed the study, the West Waterford Athletic Club was in serious need of a facility in comparison to the rest of the country in his experience.  Inclusiveness of all clubs was highlighted.    Councillor O’Riordan stated that it was aspirational to the Partnership approach was necessary, the bottom line is money and where was it coming from.  The Mayor agreed with Councillor O’Riordan, is Dungarvan Town Council going to now get involved in the running and management of a leisure facility.  Councillor Wright stated that she also welcomed the presentation and asked what they hoped to get from the means analysis.  Councillor Wright also asked would it be a community and accessible approach, would it be a partnership with all sporting disciplines in the area.  Councillor Kyne said that he was at a loss is it a specific study for the Athletics’ Club and a move to the Friary College.  Councillor Kyne had a concern that there are lots of clubs but are the resources going to be there, is the money sought for for the building and then is there money for the facilities itself to be run?  The Waterford Crystal Sports Centre should remain.  Councillor Kyne also asked how do you screen on private need and upgrade facilities that exist, where is the end to the process.  Councillor Ryan agrees with a lot that has been said, the Pitch & Putt and Tennis Clubs they were run by the Town Council and then handed over.  This is the same manner as the proposals that will come forward from the Strategic Leisure Management and Councillor Ryan was at a loss to the financing.  Councillor O Ceilleachair asked that they would clarify the 25,000 all seated stadium, or 40,000 seated stadium that was highlighted for the County, what kind of Government funding is in place?  Are moneys earmarked, should it benefit the whole County, is there a guaranteed funding lotto etc. over the coming years.  Strategic Leisure Management responded by saying they would look at everything, they would talk to people individually and clubs and get the picture of what people wanted, it was a balancing act, they would look at funding pots available, capital projects, programme’s  from the Department of Arts, Sports, Tourism etc.  There are special programme’s for swimming pools, sporting facilities.  Government monies and funding will not be the be-all and end-all must look at revenue and sustainability.  Community should reap the benefits.  The project is wider than the Athletics in the Friary College, they want to take a broad view first and drill it down.  How does sport and leisure link in economically and how does it contribute to the quality of life and social inclusion and development of Dungarvan to the future.  Councillor Wright stated that it had great potential for all age brackets and that there would be a partnership approach.  The Mayor then thanked Strategic Leisure Management for the presentation.
MINUTES.

Councillor Rossiter asked was there an update on the Ormond Cinema, the Town Manager said no.  Councillor Wright queried the Youghal Road programme and lay-out and asked where it was, the Town Engineer stated that it was with Waterford Council Roads section and that a layout would be produced in the coming weeks.  Councillor Ryan asked about the railway walk, it was stated that the Town Foreman does look after and tidy on a regular basis but the Town Council would look further into the walk itself.  Councillor O’Riordan asked where the Euro-Spar junction layout was at, the Town Engineer responded by saying that Waterford County Council roads had insured that it would re-commence Monday 2nd July.
MANAGERS ORDERS

80/07, The Park Hotel was queried and it was explained that it was permission for access onto the public road and that the access would not be a through road through the hotel site.  Planning 87/07 Bridie Dee’s Enforcement, queries were made on same with respect to the unauthorised development.  The Town Engineer explained that the unauthorised development was as stated and that Bridie Dee’s were to cease the unauthorised use and remove any such structures which were unauthorised.  The Councillors gave their support to the retention application for gates at the mews in Wolfe Tone Road.

UPGRADING OF FIRE STATION ROAD 
The Town Engineer went through the details of respective submissions and observations and that the Town Council now recommended the design as was put forward.  Councillor Ryan proposed and Councillor Rossiter seconded.  
PART V, HOUSING.

Councillor O Ceilleachair gave his compliments to staff in the housing section.  He stated that the housing list had 1/12 of the population looking to the list to fulfill their need, why doesn’t the Town Council look back at the Clonea Road and the land zoned there, that they may come to regret the sale of that property in the future and that he hopes that Dungarvan Town Council housing strategy works coming into the future.  Councillor Wright welcomed the Part V register, however, the details within with respect to development proposed ongoing etc. was not sufficient and that more details were required and actual numbers as opposed to the theatrical ‘into the future’.  The Mayor disagrees with Councillor O Ceilleachair with respect to housing estates, the only way is Part V or small housing estates.  Councillor O Ceilleachair replied that in time it will be seen to have erred in respect of the lands in Clonea.  Councillor Kyne said with respect to the Part V register when are the houses to be delivered or expected to be commenced etc.

AFS 
The Town Manager went through in general pointing out page 11 and the surplus on 2006 of €5000.00 approx.  The Mayor complimented the Town Council in coming in under budget, Councillor O Ceilleachair also complimented the Town Council 8 - 9 figure sum being collected by Government from Dungarvan and he reiterated the need to get rid of the services charges and go back to the way it was ten years ago.  The Urban Council worked within the budget without recourse to services charges.  The new Minister John Gormley he hoped that he would amend the legislation and the functions of the Local Authority Executive to sort out the local Government financing once and for all.  Councillor Kyne stated that the staff on litter collection should be made permanent as promised and raised in the past, if we were getting value for money and it was a necessary addition. The Annual Financial Statement as proposed by Councillor O’Riordan and seconded by Councillor Rossiter.
IRISH BUSINESS AGAINST LITTER
The Mayor stated that we had litter free status and now we were considered to be moderately littered and this was a disappointment for Dungarvan Town Council.  Councillor Rossiter stated that she was also disappointed and that volunteers in the Tidy Town are difficult to come by, that the numbers for collecting on a Wednesday night were extremely low and that volunteers were needed and that is the biggest challenge to come.  She also stated that Dungarvan Town Council does do a lot of the work.  Councillor Kyne stated that he’s all for the spirit of volunteerism but must be more diligent with fines, prosecutions etc.  Litter hot spots must be identified in those areas published focus on sections of the town to highlight the problem.  Councillor O’Riordan stated that IBAL was not the same as The Tidy Towns that they used a different system to the Tidy Towns and that you don’t get a fair judgment from Irish Business Against Litter.  The Mayor confirmed that the Litter Free Status was IBAL in the past.  Councillor Wright agrees with Councillor Rossiter and Councillor Kyne, are we genuinely going after the black spots.  The Mayor stated that one black spot as he knew was Harbour Bay and the abandoned vehicles in that area.  Councillor Mansfield agrees with the sentiments of Councillor O’Riordan with regard to judging and the mythology which is used in order to undertake same.  Councillor Ryan brought up the issue of the beach in Abbeyside, there were broken bottles etc. and no bins in the area and something needed to be done about it.  Councillor O Ceilleachair echoed the praise of professional staff and voluntary committees etc.  Councillor O Ceilleachair further went on to state that if you compare IBAL to 1997 there was no waste charges in 1997 and he stated that without service charges you would get reduction and improvement in the dumping and littering problem.  The Mayor stated that services charges or not there was no excuse for illegal dumping and littering.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS     
The Mayor read the letter, Councillor Ryan stated that it was a good idea to put the lights on earlier.  Councillor Rossiter was in favour of bringing forward the lighting of the lights by 2 weeks.  Councillor Mansfield agreed with the previous, lights should all go on at the same dates, Dungarvan Town Council to check with the shopping centre.  Councillor Wright agreed that after Halloween Christmas does come in, the festivities brighten up the town.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that Abbeyside was not even coordinated and that there was no problem with the dates.  When are we going to start Christmas, is it not December should reflect on what is Christmas, is it not an extra cost on Dungarvan Town Council.  Councillor O’Riordan stated that he was an old traditionalist but 8th December has always been the traditional date, and totally opposed bringing forward the date will only prolong Christmas for parents, with respect to children’s wants and needs.  Councillor Kyne said that contact should be made with all those involved and that the synchronising of the lights should be priority, that they are all turned on together.  The Mayor stated that he had no strong feeling on the matter but November was too early and December was time enough.  It was agreed to ask the shopping centre to turn their lights on the 24th November and that would coordinate with the Town Council.  The Town Council is to contact the retail committee in the shopping centre.

CONFERENCES 
On the proposal of Councillor Ryan seconded by Councillor O’Riordan all conferences were agreed.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Rossiter
1. Stated that there were caravans within five areas of the Town and the halting site chalets were boarded up and could the matter be looked into.  Councillor Mansfield also stated that there were caravans in the area and they should be dealt with.  The Mayor said with regard to the caravans that they were around the town and needed to be addressed.  Councillor Kyne asked were there any summons or records of same, the town was being seen as a soft touch.    
2. Asked that the African collection point organisers could be contacted to stop issuing notice of the area at the Castle where the new car park is. Stated that the HFC office in Mary Street was dilapidated and considered a derelict building and that the Town Council look at the same.  
3. Congratulated the Mayor on his recent appointment and also thanked Councillor Wright for her Mayoral duties last year.
Councillor Ryan
1. Asked that bins be placed at Abbeyside Beach, the Town Manager said that they would look at the same.

2. Stated that a young boy was knocked down at the top of the entrance to Abbeyside Beach at the junction with the road to Landsend.  The Town Engineer stated that the junction would be looked at and that if possible some traffic management would be implemented.
3. Raised the issue of new fuse boards within the housing stock and that was there a time frame for same. Asked was there a policy on houses not on Council stock and the need to repair same.  The Town Manager stated that it could be dealt with under the derelict sites act.  In general housing estates needed to be looked at and that some houses within same are boarded up and in a bad state of repair.
Councillor Mansfield
1. Asked that the beach be cleaned up and that the Town Engineer go over there at his earliest convenience, that there was erosion at the promenade at that it should be looked at, that Abbeyside beach was a nice amenity area and it would benefit the town.  The Town Manager stated that it would be cleaned up within the next two weeks. 
2. Questioned the flooding on the N25, the Coolagh Roundabout, Stafford Miller and the Park Hotel and asked what was being done about it.  The Town Engineer stated that Waterford County Council had been informed in respect of same and that they were going to undertake works to alleviate the problems.
3. Stated that the field behind Estuary Heights was overgrown and there was a presence of rats and that something needed to be done about it, if Dungarvan Town Council could look at it as soon as possible.  Also stated that there was a lack of publicity in relation to the new bus service around town and should be publicised more, he also requested that the local Superintendent was followed up for an additional meeting with the Town Council.   
Councillor Wright
1. Brought up the matter of Boreenatra and the existing ramps and that they are to be relocated.  
Councillor O Ceilleachair
1. Stated that it was now the case that society has changed and the fear of antics on the road that he would support the Gardaí, that it was different in the past where young people did not have cars. 
2. Congratulated Minister Cullen on his new portfolio and also congratulations to the four TD’s that were elected recently in the National Elections.
Councillor Kyne
1. Raised the issue of disabled parking bays and the need for same in some areas of the town.

2. Stated that the new parking area at the end of the quay was a tremendous job and that congratulations for the company who undertook same.

3. Requested a report on the inspection of the pond wall and a report of the works to date. 
Councillor O’Riordan
1. Questioned the inspection of gullies and flooding in general and that it be dealt with on an on-going basis. 

2. Stated that Waterford County Council yard and the Dungarvan Town Council yard, the footpath adjoining same that there were roots of trees on the footpaths, the Town Engineer said he would look at the same as soon as possible.
3. The issue of Circus posters was brought up and the need to monitor same in terms of The Litter Act, the Town Engineer stated that he would monitor circus posters and the need to address same where deemed necessary.
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES
All resolution and correspondence were marked as read

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:____________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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