MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON TUESDAY THE 27th OF MARCH 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Teresa Wright, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
 O Ceilleachair, Kyne, Mansfield, Ryan, Rossiter, Forsey.
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk






Tom Roger, Town Engineer






Michael Quinn, Acting Town Manager
APOLOGIES



Geoghegan, O Riordan
Prior to the commencement of the meeting Councillor Wright proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of Jim Veale who died recently.  All the members and officials wished to be associated with this vote of sympathy.  A speedy recovery was also wished to Councillors O Riordan and Geoghegan who were unable to attend the meeting due to illness. 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 19th FEBRUARY 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.

On the proposal of Councillor Ryan seconded by Councillor Rossiter the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the Monday 19th February 2007 were adopted.

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Mansfield asked if the report in respect of the mast at the rear of the old ESB offices was available.  The Town Engineer stated that he was still awaiting a report from the ESB who stated that the history was very detailed and he would hope to have it for the April meeting.  Councillor Mansfield also raised the situation in relation to parking on Sexton street and stated that it was causing an ongoing problem for residents there.  The Town Engineer stated that the lining was yet to be done in that area, but that the difficulty was that after 5p.m the enforcement of the traffic Bye-Laws in this area was a matter for the Gardai.  Councillor Forsey said that it was regrettable that there was a delay in lining the roads after works being carried out by the County Council and this needed to be addressed.  The Town Engineer stated that he would ask the County Council to prioritise the lining in this area.  Councillor Kyne raised the issue in relation to the Coastal Protection submission for funding and stated that this needed to be followed up as a matter of urgency.  The Town Clerk stated that he had written to the TD’s in the area asking them for their support.

MANAGERS ORDERS

Councillor Ryan raised Managers Order 25/07 the granting of planning permission for an extension to Coolagh Service Station and stated that the previous owner had been denied permission to extend the premises.  The Town Clerk stated however, that the retail area of the garage was not being increased and also that they were providing extra truck and car parking to facilitate the new development.  Councillor Mansfield stated that it would appear from information received by him that the traffic calming proposed on the Coolagh road would not now be happening as the funding had been lost.  He asked that the Town Clerk write to the National Roads Authority to seek the reinstatement of the funding as this was a matter of great urgency.  Councillor Kyne raised Managers Order 34/07 the request for further information from John O Brien in respect of the extension to his builders yard on the Clonea road.  The Town Engineer stated that he had met with the applicant and it was hoped that a compromise could be reached in relation to this application.  
PART 8 – LINEAR PARK IN FORMER GLANBIA SITE
The Town Clerk circulated a report to the members stating that this proposal had been advertised in accordance with the regulations and that no submissions were received.  On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Forsey the development of the Linear Park was approved.
PART 8 – 5 APARTMENTS IN MOLONEY’S STORES
The Town Clerk circulated the drawings to the members and stated that permission had previously been granted for a public houses in this street.  While it was acknowledged that this street was very narrow it was felt that with certain works to deflect the traffic this development could proceed and it was more desirable to have this there than a commercial operation.  The members agreed to advertise the proposal in accordance with Part 8 of the regulations.
PART 8 – ROAD IMPROVEMENT KILRUSH/SHANDON
The Town Clerk circulated the drawing and report in relation to the road improvement at Kilrush/Shandon and stated that this was part of an overall proposal for the Shandon area.  The members agreed to have this proposal advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulation 2001.
CONFERENCE APPROVAL

Resolution
Proposed by Councillor Ryan

Seconded by Councillor Forsey

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at the following conferences:”

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by

	Colmcille Winter School
	Co Donegal
	23/25 February 2007
	Fred Forsey



	Annual National & International Conference
	Co Wicklow
	21/22 February 2007
	Damien Geoghegan
Fred Forsey

	ACCC Conference
	Park Hotel, Dungarvan
	8/10 March 2007
	Damien Geoghegan


ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Forsey
1. Asked if the pedestrianisation of Davitts Quay could be looked at before the May Bank holiday weekend.  This was seconded by Councillor Mansfield.  Councillor Rossiter however, stated that she opposed this proposal, and that this has also been opposed by the Gardai on previous occasions.  A number of members agreed that the principal of the thing was very desirable, however, there were issues in relation to anti-social behaviour and policing that needed to be explored.  The Mayor stated that she felt that the Irish culture is not conducive to the pedestrianisation of this area as it led to excessive drinking.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would meet with the Gardai and prepare a report for the April meeting.
Councillor Rossiter
1. Asked if any progress had been made in relation to the performance of the Pay and Display machines.  The Town Clerk stated that he had met with the suppliers and that it was agreed that the issue would be reviewed within a month to six weeks.  The Town Clerk stated that he would prepare a report for the April meeting for discussion.
2. Asked when it was proposed to have the works on Walton Park completed.  The Town Engineer stated that contractors had been appointed and that he expected the work to be completed by the end of June this year.  She also asked if something could be done in respect of the Red bridge.  The Town Engineer stated that he would look at this.
3. Asked if the gum blaster could be brought into town again this year.  The Town Clerk stated that he did not see any difficulty with this.
Councillor Ryan
1. Stated that trees had been planted in Murphy Place recently and asked what type of trees were they and how high would they grow as it was a matter of concern for some of the residents there..
Councillor Kyne
1. Stated that trees had been planted in the middle of the green area in Mc Carthyville and following representations from the residents these had been removed.  He felt that this was a waste of time and money and that in future the Council should consult with the residents of an area before planting trees.
2. Stated that a report from the Local xxxxxxxxxx raised the issues in relation to Local Government Contracts and stated that all tenderers should be aware of their obligations under the WACIF rates to their members and to avoid exploitation.  He asked the Town Clerk to ensure that all successful tenderers complied with this directive and that the Town Council should carry out checks to this effect.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that there were less labour inspectors than dog wardens and this was a major issue nation wide.
Councillor O Ceilleachair


1. Proposed a vote of Congratulations to the organisers of Seachtain na Gaeilge and the St Patrick’s day parade and said that both events had been successfully organised and run.  A lot of credit was due to those involved.  He also stated the Forus na Gaeilge had two schemes for clubs in the area where matching funds was available for those who would erect business signage in Irish.  However, the County Council were not eligible.  He also asked that the Town Clerk would write a letter to those involved in the negotiations north of the border which were brought to a successful conclusion.  Councillor Ryan agreed and asked that a letter be sent to the organisers of the St Patricks Day parade, and asked that consideration be given next year to any proposals there might be for someone to sing Dungarvan my Home Town as it was left to the end of the parade and the square was quite empty.
Councillor Mansfield
1. Asked if the Town Council had any proposals for regeneration of any estates in the town.  The Town Clerk stated that he would explore this and be in touch with the Department with a view to any potential estates.
2. Acknowledged the receipt of the letter from the H.S.E. in relation to representations he had made in respect of the W.A.V.E. programme.  He stated that there was a lot of buck passing going on, however, the H.S.E. was not mitigating the mental illness problem.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that the W.A.V.E. programme was not the responsibility of the H.S.E. and that it was wrong to blame the H.S.E. in this instance.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to the V.E.C. for clarification.  
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES
None
Correspondence
None
Signed:____________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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