MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Michael O Riordan, Deputy Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Ryan, Mansfield, Kyne, Wright, Cosgrove 

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer






Denis McCarthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk

APOLOGIES



Councillors Geoghegan and O Ceilleachair, 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Councillor Mansfield proposed a vote of congratulations to Ballinacourty Footballers and the Abbeyside Junior Hurlers on their recent County Final victories and also to the Dungarvan Intermediate Hurlers on their recent Western Final victory.  Councillor Ryan wished to be associated with the vote of congratulations and also wished the Ballincourty footballers the best of luck against the Kerry champions.  Councillor Kyne proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Ned Power who although he resided in Tallow for a number of years was a native of Dungarvan and highly respected.  

MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Mansfield the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 15h October 2007 were adopted.  

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Mansfield asked if any progress had been made in relation to the promenade at Abbeyside beach and stated that while he accepted that it would be a long term project he hoped that a design in relation to this could be forwarded early in 2008.  Councillor Ryan raised the situation in relation to speeding on Stucco Land adjacent to Abbeyside Soccer field and asked if something could be done in relation to this.

MANAGERS ORDERS

Councillor Kyne raised Managers Order 151b/07, which related to the serving of a notice under the Litter Pollution Acts on all harbour users and asked what did this relate to.  The Town Engineer stated it was mainly to do with the abandonment of trailers and boats at the slipway at the Lookout, which was causing an obstruction and he stated that since the erection of the notice the situation had improved.  

REFUSE COLLECTION CHARGES 2008

The Town Manager circulated details of the proposed charges for 2008 and stated that they were introducing a new All Star service which consisted of an annual charge of €300 euro per year, which consisted of as many bin lifts required and 42 recycling bags.  He also stated that the existing service would be retained at the existing fee of €130, also payable in two installments of €65 and that the charges would be €11 for grey bin, €5 euro for the brown bin and €2.50 for the recycling bags.  The members in general welcomed the reduction in the brown bin charges and also stated that the new All Star service was a very welcome development.  They asked that the public in general would support the Councils refuse collection service as this provided quality jobs and also the jobs provided at the Materials recovery facility were unionized and full time.  They also stated that the traceability of the refuse was far more transparent with the local authority and they appealed to the business sector to use the service more.  It was also stated that the waiver system that was currently in operation would continue.  

NOTICE OF MOTION

“That due to the ever increasing usage of the existing Playground in Abbeyside that Dungarvan Town Council immediately identify a suitable site for a second Playground and invite designs for a new playground to be located in the Dungarvan area, and that this playground would also incorporate facilities for children with special needs.”

Councillor Mansfield stated that due to the ever-increasing demands on the playground in Abbeyside, that it was necessary to identify a suitable site for a second playground in the Dungarvan area.  All the members agreed and Councillor Riordan asked if exercise machines for parents of those using the playground equipment could also be provided within the design of the new playground.  The members agreed that this would be a very welcome initiative.  The Town Clerk stated that he thought this was a very desirable development and that he would examine prospective sites and report back at a future council meeting.  Councillor Kyne stated that another option which should be examined would be that a developer might consider providing a playground as part of a major development that might happen in the Dungarvan Urban area in the future.

PART 8 – DEVELOPMENT OF FORMER ORMONDE CINEMA

The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the drawings relating to this proposed development and in general terms it was welcomed by the members.  Councillor Kyne expressed reservations in relation to the number of houses within that general area.  The Town Clerk accepted that this was an issue of concern also, but he felt that the development as proposed would not unduly affect the existing fabric of the area and in fact he hoped that it would enhance the area.  It was agreed that this development would proceed to public advertisement.  

UPDATE ON DUNGARVAN MARINA PROPOSAL

The Town Engineer circulated a copy of a report he had prepared which outlined the steps which had been taken to date in relation to the identification of a site for the proposed Marina.  He stated that the current site under investigation was the most feasible and it was between the Cunnigar and the Lookout.  He stated the initial testing had been done and it was proposed to carryout a preliminary design to give a better indication in relation to the precise location.  He stated that the council had been engaging with the National Parks and Wildlife Service and they had carried out two bird counts.  He stated that it was now time for the council to assess how the project was to be funded either by traditional contract or design build and operate or P.P.P. .He stated that Ferghal Reidy was currently assessing the options available and would be reporting in the near future in relation to this. He stated that it was the desire for the Council for the Marina to be delivered and the members agreed that it would be a very worthwhile project and very desirable for the town.  

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE DECENTRALISATION OF THE oRDANANCE SURVEY OF IRELAND TO DUNGARVAN
The Town Clerk circulated a report to the members updating them in relation to the decentralization plan and stated that while the indications were positive no time frame had been submitted by the Office of Public Works in relation to the submission of a planning application which was the next step in the process.  At the request of Councillor Kyne it was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to the relevant person in the Office of Public Works asking them to give an indication in relation to a possible time frame for the lodging of a planning application. 

REFURBISHMENT OF GRATTAN SQUARE UPDATE

The Town Clerk circulated details of the final submission received from the traders which showed the changes that they felt were desirable from the design submitted by the architects.  The Town Clerk stated that at this stage it was a matter of a judgment call by the Council to decide whether the changes that would be carried out were worthy of the proposed cost of approximately 2 million.  Some of the members expressed reservations in relation to spending of €2m. as the changes were not hugely different to the existing scenario.  It was agreed that the matter would be revisited in the new year once the members had time to consider it further.  

CONFERENCE

On the proposal of Councillor Kyne, seconded by Councillor Wright the conferences as listed were approved.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Kyne

1. Asked if the Town Clerk would contact land registry in Dublin to get an update in relation to a number of ground rent purchases which were taking a considerable amount of time to process.  The Town Clerk stated that he would contact them in relation to these. 
Councillor Wright

1. Stated that the sea wall opposite the town park was quite low and asked if the Town Engineer would examine this with a view to having it raised.  The Town Engineer stated that he would examine this before the next meeting.  

Councillor Mansfield

1. Stated that a new mast had been erected on the Gardai Station and asked what was the current status of this in relation to planning.  The Town Manger stated that if it was being used for Garda purposes that it would be exempt.  Councillor Mansfield then asked if the Town Engineer could clarify the amount of electromagnetic fields that were currently in the town before the next meeting.  The Town Engineer said that he would discuss the matter with Councillor Mansfield further.  
2. Raised the matter of the dispute that had been ongoing between the developer and sub-contractorsin relation to the development of the former Michael Moloney site and stated that he was pleased that the dispute had been resolved satisfactorily.
Councillor Cosgrove

1. Asked the Town Engineer if the works in Walton Park were nearing completion.  The Town Engineer stated that the project was currently being snagged and he expected the main contractor to be off site by the end of the week.  

2. Stated that the public lighting that was recently erected in Dungarvan Business Park was not working.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this matter.  

Councillor Rossiter

1. Asked the Town Clerk if he would enquire in relation to the status of ticket sellers in the square and outside commercial premises.  She stated that this was an undesirable development over the past number of weeks and asked if the Town Clerk could clarify the position in relation to these.  The Town Clerk stated he would examine the matter and report back at the next meeting. 

2. Asked if the footpath in front of the former Technical School on O’Connell Street could be examined as she had received reports that the surface was of poor quality.  

Councillor Ryan

1. Asked if the Town Engineer had examined the possibility of concreting in the green areas at the bottom of Murphy place near Abbeyside School.  The Town Engineer stated that some of the footpaths had been replaced in Murphy Place and there was a lot of difficulty experienced between various residents in relation to removal of the green verge.  The Town Engineer agreed to meet with Councillor Ryan in Murphy place to discuss the options available.

Councillor O Riordan

1. Stated that the footpath in Mitchell terrace had been recently dug up and asked if it could be reinstated as soon as possible.

RESOLUTIONS

The resolution from Monaghan Town Council was supported.

CORRESPONDENCE

All correspondence was marked as read.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:____________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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