MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 15th OCTOBER 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Damian Geoghegan, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Ryan, Mansfield, O’Ceilleachair. O’Riordan, Wright, Cosgrove 

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer






Denis McCarthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk

APOLOGIES



Councillor Nuala Ryan, 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Councillors passed votes of sympathy to the families of the following who recently passed away, Liam O Rourke, George Tutty, Mary Moore, John O Brien and Peg Whelan.  

Councillor Mansfield then proposed a vote of congratulations to the Special Olympics team and to Jean Fenton from Cappoquin who was a member of the team.

MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Mansfield the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17h September 2007 were adopted.  

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Mansfield asked if contact had been made with Brian White in relation to the railway line.  The Town Clerk stated that he hoped to be in a position to attend the November meeting.  Councillor Cosgrove raised the completion of Walton Park and stated that it was looking good and hopefully was worth the wait.  Councillor Geoghegan asked if any response had been received from the Minister in relation to the his notice of Motion regarding people in Respond! housing being able to purchase their houses.  The Town Clerk stated that they had received an acknowledgement but not a detailed response as yet.  Councillor Wright asked if the trees in Childers had stakes put in next to them.  The Town Clerk stated that to the best of his knowledge this had been completed.  Councillor Mansfield thanked the Council for their prompt action in relation to the footpaths in Parklane.  Councillor Cosgrove raised the flooding at the Pond area of Abbeyside, and stated that the residents there felt that the sea wall was porous and needed to be looked at.  The Town Engineer stated that he would have this matter examined.   Councillor Wright raised the upcoming bonfires that were proposed for the town and asked if the council had any proposals to confiscate any materials.  The Town Mayor stated that the Town Clerk and himself had met recently with the Gardai and it was proposed to confiscate as much materials as possible before Halloween.  However, this was not the easiest task to be achieved.  Councillor O Riordan said that he was totally opposed to Bonfires and that these should be phased out.  Councillor Kyne stated that the garages had a duty of care in relation to tyres and for next year the council should take stronger action in relation to enforcing the disposal of tyres.  

MANAGERS ORDERS

Councillor O Riordan raised Managers Order 42/07 the refusal of permission to Lidl for a pedestrian access off the N25 and asked why this access was refused.  The Town Clerk stated that it was felt that this would lead to parking on the by pass and create a traffic hazard.  Councillor Kyne raised Managers Order 43/07 the seeking of further information in relation to the development of the former ESB and Kennedy container site by Henry Mitchell.  The Town Clerk stated that he would be coming back to the members at a later stage in relation to the disposal of land to facilitate this development.   Councillor O Riordan raised Managers Order no 148/07, the issuing of an enforcement notice to Tom Moloney, The Nook in relation to unauthorized development.  The Town Clerk stated that this related to the placing of containers on the owners land, which was unauthorized and he had been given three months to rectify this.

NOTICE OF MOTION – Cllr. Micheal Cosgrove

“That Dungarvan Town Council communicate with Mr. Brian Conroy, IDA South Regional Manager of the necessity of including Dungarvan in Site Visits for potential investors.  It is only by the inclusion of site visits that the full potential of Dungarvan as an attractive location for investment will be realized.”

Councillor Cosgrove stated that it was his information that there were only four visits by Enterprise Ireland or the IDA to Dungarvan between January 2002 and May 2006 and from September 06 to September 07 there were actually no visits at all.  He stated that it was only by visiting potential sites that investors would see what the town had to offer and this would lead to job creation.  He asked the Town Clerk to communicate the Council dissatisfaction with the performance of the IDA in relation to job creation within the town.  Councillor O Riordan asked that someone from the IDA be requested to attend a meeting before Christmas of this year and stated that the last visit by a representative of the IDA to the council was in 2004.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that the distribution of grants was very unfair in relation to the South East viz a vee the border and midlands and western regions and he hoped that this would be rectified by 2013.  Councillor Mansfield agreed and stated that the town was too dependent on Glaxo Smithkline to provide employment and stated that a move should be made into research and development and hopefully this could be further advanced by the granting of University status to W.I.T.  Councillor Kyne urged caution when re-employment of those who had been laid off in the Dungarvan Crystal factory, the Glanbia site and the leather factory was being discussed as he felt that the value of manufacturing jobs was significant compared to those provided by the retail and convenience sector.  He also asked for an update in relation to the Biopin factory in the IDA which has been idle for a long number of years. He also asked if there was a schedule in relation to the relocation of the O.S.I office to Dungarvan.  The Town Clerk stated that he would follow up these requests.  The Town Manger stated that he would provide an update in relation to Biopin and O.S.I. decentralization for the next meeting and that he also was very conscious of the fact that there was very limited land available.  He stated that the variation of the Waterford County Development Plan to provide for redevelopment of the Ballygagin area for commercial/industrial purposes was going on display in the near future.  

ROADWORKS PROGRAMME UPDATE

The Town Engineer circulated his roadwork’s programme for 2008 to 2010 and asked the members to examine it and to refer back to him if there were any adjustments or works that they felt should be included in the programme prior to the next meeting.  

PROGRESS REPORT ON PARKLANE SEWAGE PUMPHOUSE

The Town Clerk circulated a report received from Pat Mc Carthy regarding the progress in relation to the upgrading of the pump house at Parklane.  While the members welcomed the content of the report they stated that it was extremely slow in delivering something that was very urgent and they stated that a reserve pump should be available to attend to these works immediately.  

NOMINATION TO BOARD OF WATERFORD LEADER PARTNERSHIP
On the proposal of Councillor Cosgrove and seconded by Councillor Kyne it was agreed that the Mayor of the day would be the nominee to the Waterford Leader Partnership.  

FIX DATE FOR BUDGET MEETING 2008

On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Mansfield it was agreed that the Budget Meeting for Dungarvan Town Council would be held on the 7th January 2008.

SECTION 183 – GROUND AT LANDSEND

On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Wright it was agreed to dispose of a triangular piece of ground at Landsend, Abbeyside, Dungarvan to Anthony and Sarah Spenser for a sum of €3,000 euro.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Rossiter

1. Asked if the redevelopment of Grattan Square could be put on the Agenda for the November meeting.  The Town Clerk stated that he would arrange for this.

Councillor Kyne

1. Asked if the bags of refuse being dumped at the side of the Pitch and Putt Club in Childers Estate could be collected.  

2. Enquired about the contract for the redevelopment of Walton Park.  The Town Clerk stated that this was a fixed price contract.  He also stated that during the wet weather there was evidence of ponding on the footpaths.  The Town Engineer stated that he was aware of the situation and this would be rectified.

Councillor Wright

1. Stated that some estates were being given priority ahead of others when it came to repairs and asked that the knocked wall in Cathal Brugha Place could be replaced as soon as possible.  The Town Clerk stated that this would be done.
Councillor Mansfield

1. Asked if a proposal in relation to the redevelopment of Abbeyside beach be brought before the members.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this.  

2. He stated that the chimneys in Georges Court and Davis court were cracking and asked could the Town Clerk have this examined.  He also asked that the improvement works that commenced at Rices Court would be completed.  

Councillor Cosgrove

1. Urged the public to drive with due caution at the Eurospar junction pending the completion of the works there.

2. Asked for an update in relation to the statue of Cathaldus that was to be donated to the Town Council.

RESOLUTIONS

The members debated the resolution from Kildare County Council relating to the requirement of a fee of €20 to be paid by public representatives when making submissions on planning applications.  Councillor Mansfield disagreed with the Motion and stated that preferential treatment should not be given to public representatives.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated there was broad agreement between the political parties that the fee should be abolished and he approved of the Motion.  The members agreed to mark it as read .

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:____________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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