MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Damian Geoghegan, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Ryan, Mansfield, O’Ceilleachair. O’Riordan, Wright, Cosgrove 

OFFICIALS PRESENT:








Denis Mc Carthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk

APOLOGIES



Councillor Kyne, 
Thomas Roger, Town Engineer

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Councillors passed votes of sympathy to the families of the following who recently passed away.  Mamie Quarry, Pat Moore Junior, Ursula Kiely, Patrick O Donohue, Margaret Mathews, John O Neill and Molly Moloney.

MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Rossiter the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16h July 2007 were adopted.  

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor O Riordan congratulated Councillor Cosgrove on his recent co-option to the Council and wished him well in his tenure on the Council.  Councillor Mansfield asked that the minutes be amended to note his concerns in relation to the development of the 5 apartments in relation to Moloney’s Stores.  The Town Clerk stated that he would amend this.  Councillor Rossiter enquired about the change of the traffic flow in the Square.  It was agreed that this matter along with other matters in relation to traffic and roads would be discussed at a special meeting to be held on the 8th October 2007 and 7 p.m.  Councillor Ryan raised the condition of the railway line at the rear of houses 1 to 3 Kyne Park, and stated that while progress had been made in relation to the removal of several shrubs and trees, , there was still an ongoing problem. She asked that the Town Clerk would investigate further with a view to possibly constructing a house in the green area adjacent to No 1 Kyne Park.  Councillor Mansfield also raised the railway walk and requested that Brian White of Waterford County Council be asked to attend the next meeting to discuss the development of this railway walk.  Councillor Cosgrove stated that work had progressed satisfactorily in the last few weeks in relation to Walton Park, and asked when it was expected to be finished.  The Town Clerk stated that work had definitely progressed at a faster pace in the last number of weeks, and he hoped to have the work completed by the end of October.  He agreed that he would meet with Councillor Cosgrove and any of the members on Tuesday to walk through the park with them and to give them a progress report. 

NOTICE OF MOTION

“That Dungarvan Town Council, calls on Mr. Batt O Keeffe T.D. (Minister for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas), to introduce legislation which will allow tenants of a Housing Agency such as Respond, to purchase their own homes.”
Councillor Geoghegan stated that it was most unfair that those who are occupying houses owned by the Voluntary Agencies will never be in a position to buy their houses.  He said that while a lot of them were grateful to Respond! for providing them with a roof over their head, to deny them an opportunity to buy those houses is wrong.  He also stated that the surrender grant is not available to anybody surrendering a voluntary house similar to the grant available to those surrendering a local authority house.  Councillor O Riordan supported the motion and stated that it should possibly have been tabled four or five years ago.  All the members supported the principle of the motion and asked the Town Clerk to write to the Minister to get an update in relation to this.

CONSIDERATION OF THE TIDY TOWNS AND THE BEST KEPT TOWNS REPORT

The Mayor welcomed the Report and congratulated the Tidy Towns Committee and the Council staff in respect of their hard work.  Councillor Wright also thanked the Council staff but especially wanted to thank Councillor Rossiter who is fighting a very difficult battle on the Tidy Towns Committee.  Councillor Ryan also thanked the Council staff and Councillor Rossiter and asked that a bigger effort be made to continue on the upward curve.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that the approach roads to the town were currently excellent and congratulated the tidy towns Committee and the Council for their efforts.  However, stated that town and county could be tidier if there was no charge for refuse collection.  He said there was a culture change needed and during the visit to Eyrie he noted that there was very little litter.  Councillor Mansfield agreed and also paid tribute to the council staff and the Tidy Towns Committee.  Councillor Mansfield stated that education was the way forward in relation to this and that he was pleased that a number of schools in the town had attained green flag status.  Councillor O Riordan also welcomed the positive results in the Tidy Towns report and asked that action be taken against derelict sites.  Councillor Cosgrove also congratulated the council staff and Councillor Rossiter and stated that their job would be a lot easier with a culture change in the population of Dungarvan and the country as a whole.  He also stated that the flat charge was definitely encouraging littering and that the situation had deteriorated since the introduction of the charge.  Councillor Geoghegan stated that the quay had been recently cleaned up and that two lorry loads of various items were removed during the clean-up. Councillor Rossiter thanked the members for their kind words and stated that they were hoping to get volunteers from the Dungarvan Boxing Club to come on board with them next year.  She stated the marks had increased by four and that this was quite a significant increase as the higher up you go the more difficult it is to improve your marks.  Councillor Wright asked that the report be put on the Invest in Waterford web site.  The Town Clerk stated that he would arrange for this to be done.  The Town Manager stated that work would definitely take place in relation to derelict sites in the near future and that notices would be issued to those who owned any sites that were derelict within the town.  

NOMINEE TO THE ENVIRONMENT SPC

On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor O Riordan, Councillor Cosgrove was duly nominated to the environment SPC. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE ROADWORKS PROGRAMME 2007
The Mayor recommended that this be deferred to the October meeting as the Town Engineer was unable to attend the meeting.  This was agreed.

Conferences

On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Wright the conferences as listed were agreed..

REPORT OF RECENT VISIT TO ERIE PENNSYLVANIA

Councillor Geoghegan stated that this was a very worthwhile and enjoyable trip and that the link with Mercyhurst College was a fantastic achievement that should be expanded upon.  He stated that their hosts had pulled out all the stops and also that there was a theatre group link to be expanded upon in the future.  Councillor Wright agreed with the Mayor and congratulated him on his very professional performance.  She stated that he was an excellent Ambassador for the town, and the height of the visit was the visit to the Barbor Centre.  Councillor Rossiter also congratulated the Mayor on the way in which he conducted himself and also congratulated his wife who was a fitting companion on his arm.  She also stated that Microchem Laboratories had also recently been bought by a company from Pennsylvania and that this link should be investigated.  The Mayor also conveyed his thanks to Denis Mc Carthy, Tom Keith and Ferghal Reidy for their contributions to the visit.  Councillor Mansfield congratulated the Mayor and those who traveled for providing a very open and transparent report in relation to the visit which he welcomed.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that it was a very enjoyable and worthwhile visit to Erie and he paid tribute to both local newspapers for communicating the message from the visit in a very positive manner.  He was satisfied that there would be something come out of the visit and also congratulated the Mayor and his wife for a fabulous performance in the media glare.  The Mayor also stated that it was a very sad occasion that one of the members of the choir who had recently visited Dungarvan from Mercyhurst had died of meningitis and asked that a letter of sympathy be forwarded from the council.  Councillor Rossiter also stated that Ferghal Reidy had made a very positive contribution during the trip and also in general, and asked that his contract be renewed if at all possible.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Wright

1. Stated that a number of trees had been planted in Childers Estate recently but that there were no stakes put there to protect them.  She also asked if the Town Clerk would investigate the footpath from number 48 to 54 Childers Estate. 

2. She stated that there was a large pothole outside Kenneally’s in Congress Villas and asked the Town Clerk to investigate this.  

Councillor Ryan

1. Asked that the parking at the entrance to Murphy place at the junction of Sheare Street be looked at during school set down period.  She asked maybe that if it was agreeable with the residents that the grass margin between the footpath and the road be removed and replaced with concrete.  The Town Clerk stated that he would investigate this. 

2. Asked if there were any Bye-Laws currently in place in relation to jet-skis.  Councillor O Riordan stated that this was currently under review with Waterford County Council but that this was always going to be a difficult matter to resolve.  

Councillor Rossiter

1. Stated that there were a number of drains around town which were blocked particularly at the end of Mary Street.  She asked that the Council investigate this before the winter came upon us.
2. Stated that there were a number of potholes at the end of Mary Street and Western Terrace which needed to be filled in.  The Town Clerk stated that this would be looked at.
Councillor Cosgrove

1. Asked that a flood action plan be put in place to alleviate any flooding that might occur over the coming winter.  He was particularly concerned in relation to Strandside South and the Pond area.  The Town Clerk stated that this would be looked at.  

2. Asked if there were any proposals to locate seating in the new car park opposite King John’s Castle.  The Town Clerk stated that the seating is currently in storage in the County Council yard waiting to be sited in this area.  However, they were awaiting the erection of the Art piece which is being currently commissioned.  When this was completed and in situ the seating would then be installed adjacent.  

Councillor Mansfield

1. Stated that he had visited the area of Sean Dun with the Town Clerk in relation to the traveller encampments that were continually happening in that area.  He stated that he was happy to monitor the situation but that also the GAA had a part to play as they owned a site in very poor condition adjacent to it.  He also stated that it was agreed that the council would monitor the situation regarding illegal dumping opposite the halting site.  

2. Asked that the council would consider erecting signs in Polish and other languages in Off-Licences to inform the foreign nationals that drinking in public is an offence.  This was agreed.  

3. Stated that the playground in Abbeyside was a huge success and that the council should now consider putting a second playground in the Dungarvan area.  The Town Clerk stated that this would be examined.  

4. Stated that the footpath in Parklane Avenue is in very poor condition and asked that the council examine this.

Councillor O Riordan

1. Stated that the speeding on the Monang road was a very dangerous occurrence and asked that this situation be looked at in relation to the surfacing and also traffic-calming.

2. Park Terrace stated that the footpath on the right hand side as you head towards the Park was in a very poor condition.  The Town Clerk said he would examine this.  

3. Stated that while there were double yellow lines opposite the Moorings Bar in Davitt’s Quay.  and asked that a common sense approach be taken to motorists who had to stop for a few minutes to collect laundry in the dry cleaners or breakfast roll.  The Town Clerk stated that he had informed the wardens to use common sense when approaching this area.  

Councillor O Ceilleachair

1. Asked that a letter of Congratulations be sent to the Waterford hurlers on the excellent season that had recently finished  He said that they had given wonderful entertainment to everyone in the County.  He asked that a letter be sent to the Chairman of the County Board and also to local hurler Dan Shanahan.  

2. Stated that there was an anonymous column in the local papers berating the IRFU in relation to the non playing of the National Anthem   He stated that the country had come an awful long way in the past couple of years and this was to be reflected in the Torch run which was to be lead by the PSNI to Dungarvan.  He stated that this was going to be a great occasion and he hoped that it would get the public response it deserved.  

Councillor Geoghegan

1. Asked if a meeting could be arranged with Superintendent O Grady.  The Town Clerk stated that he would arrange this.  He also stated that a supervised bonfire would be better than to have tyres burnt in a dangerous manner and asked that this be examined with the Gardaí.  

2. Proposed that a letter of congratulations be sent to the staff of the Sports Centre on the teenage discos.  He stated that the parents trust the sports centre staff to run a good show and this was a great asset.

3. Stated the road had recently been cut in Emmet Street to facilitate an ongoing development there and asked that it be reinstated.  

All resolutions were marked as read.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:____________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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