MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 21st JULY
 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Teresa Wright, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Mansfield, Cosgrove, O Riordan, Kyne, Ryan, O’Ceilleachair, Geoghegan
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk





Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer.

Donal Murphy, Financial Accountant

David Jenkins, Engineer

At the outset of the meeting it was agreed that letters of congratulations would be sent to the Dungarvan GAA club on their recent victory in the Feile na Gael football competition and also to Jamie Nagle and Garry Hurney on their recent selection for the Waterford Senior Hurlers.  
Votes of sympathy were proposed to the families of the following, Ann Cronin, Michael Flynn, Paddy Kirby, Patsy Wall and Dick Curran. 

On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor Kyne it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders and to take the adoption of the AFS 2007 and approval of over expenditure for 2007 as the first item on the Agenda.
ADOPTION OF A.F.S. AND APPROVAL OF OVER EXPENDITURE FOR 2007
The financial accountant Donal Murphy took the members through the relevant pages of the AFS and stated that the Councils finances were in a healthy position.  The members welcomed the report from Mr. Murphy and on the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor Ryan the AFS and the over expenditure report for 2007 were adopted.
PART 8 – DEVELOPMENT ON CLONEA ROAD
The Town Clerk circulated a report in respect of the proposal to develop 22 units for the elderly, a respite home for Carriglea and a childcare facility on the Clonea Road.  He stated that three submissions were received in respect of this proposal, and outlined the Councils response to each of these submissions.  On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Geoghegan it was precede with the development as advertised.  
MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor Ryan seconded by Councillor Mansfield the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 16th June 2008 were adopted.  
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Rossiter raised the dangerous trench that had been dug in Friary Street and asked if this could be repaired.  The Town Engineer stated that he was examining it at present.  Councillor Ryan welcomed the resurfacing done outside the Park Hotel and also the traffic calming that was carried out at Stucco Lane.  In response to Councillor O Ceilleachair, the Town Clerk stated that he would meet with him in relation to the notice of motion at last months meeting in relation to contacting other countries that had Waterford connections.  Councillor Kyne stated that the new lights erected at the EuroSpar were confusing.  The Town Engineer stated that he had arranged for Peek traffic to reassess them.  Councillor Mansfield stated that the parking of lorries was still continuing at the Burgery and that this was a considerable hazard to other road users.  The Town Clerk stated that he had arranged for signs to be erected indicating that this was an offence.  Councillor Wright asked if the Town Engineer had examined the footpath at the junction of Mitchel Street and St Brigid’s Terrace.  The Town Engineer stated that he had and that he would arrange for repair works to be carried out there.  Councillor Geoghegan asked if the Pay & Display machines could be replaced as they were not working properly.  The Town Clerk stated that he was examining this matter and the machines that were faulty would be replaced in the near future.  He also asked if the wall at the Lookout could be painted.  The Town Engineer stated that this had started.  Councillor O Riordan stated that the public car park adjacent to Kelleher Printers was very chaotic and asked that car park Bye-Laws be adopted.  The Town Engineer stated that this was Waterford County Councils car park and that he would raise the matter with them.  
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Rossiter the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 23rd June 2008 were adopted.  

MANAGERS ORDERS

The members noted the Managers Order relating regarding the retirement of Jim Joe Landers and it was agreed that a letter of congratulations would be sent to him thanking him for his years of diligent service.  The members also stated that they were concerned in relation to the number of bookmakers that were applying to operate in Dungarvan and asked that the Town Clerk would prepare a report for the September meeting in relation to the number of bookmaker’s shops and Off Licenses in the town.  The Town Clerk stated that he would prepare this report for the September meeting.  

NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor Brendan Mansfield
“That Dungarvan Town Council follow the democratic model followed by Nenagh Town Council over the past number of years when it comes to the election of Mayor’s.”

Councillor Mansfield stated that this Notice of Motion was in no way a reflection on previous Mayors and stated that directly elected Mayors was probably the way to go.  However, he stated that he felt that it was far more democratic if the top five elected were to be the Mayors within the term of the Council and the next four were to be Deputy Mayor.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that it was ironic that Sinn Fein actually benefit from pacts between parties on other councils, however he agreed that directly elected Mayors was more desirable.  Councillor Ryan supported the motion and stated that anyone was entitled to stand for council and thereby be elected Mayor.  Councillor Geoghegan agreed that pacts were not a perfect solution; however, he felt that this should be a matter for the incoming council and would be a matter for the next AGM.  He also stated that some of the best Mayors that the Council had were not great vote getters and would never have had an opportunity of becoming Mayor, if this motion was adopted. Councillor Kyne agreed and said that it was not sustainable to be making a decision that was binding on the incoming council.  Councillor O Riordan stated that there was no perfect system and asked if the first elected person would get the opportunity to choose which year he or she was to be Mayor.  Councillor Mansfield welcomed the debate in relation to his motion and stated that he was willing to leave it stand for the next Annual General Meeting.
PART 8 – NEW PLAYGOUND IN FORMER GLANBIA SITE
The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the drawings showing the new playground which included equipment in respect of special needs and senior citizens.  He also stated that they were considering using a low railing to surround this playground, and that this might prove controversial.  The members accepted that the use of the low railing might be controversial but, agreed that it would be put on public display and see what feedback it received from the public.  
AGREEMENT RELATING TO CROSS BRIDGE STREET
The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the agreement that was reached between the Council and Michael Burke in respect of the ownership of Cross Bridge Street and the creation of a link to the car park in the Shopping Centre.  The Councillors welcomed the fact that Mr. Burke had relinquished his claim to ownership of the laneway and welcomed the fact that a resolution had been reached.  Councillor Kyne stated that it was regrettable that the issue had arisen at all and also stated that it was disappointing that Clancy Construction had sold the piece of ground to the rear of Lawlors Hotel to Michael Burke in the first place.  Councillor Wright agreed and stated that in the previous master plans it was shown that this was always going to be a connector, and now the council are going to have to buy a piece of land that they should have been given free.  The Town Clerk accepted the views as stated by the members and it was agreed to proceed with the roadway.
CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Geoghegan the conferences as circulated were adopted.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Cosgrove

1. Congratulated Councillor Wright on her recent election as Mayor and regretted that he was unable to attend the meeting due to holidays.
2. Asked that the advertising sign at Garveys be reviewed as it was very unsightly and a traffic hazard.  The Town Clerk agreed and stated that the matter was being pursued with Garveys..
Councillor Geoghegan
1. Asked that the hedges on the Monang road be cut..

2. Stated that there was ongoing vandalism at the Glass Factory pitch in Kilrush and asked that the Town Clerk would meet with the various groups including the the Gardaí, Dungarvan Crystal and the Soccer Club to see if a solution could be found. .

3. Asked for an update report for the September meeting in respect of the decentralisation of the O.S.I to Dungarvan.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that decentralisation had already taken place in Tipperary town and Caherciveen and he would await the report at the September meeting.
Councillor Rossiter
1. Asked for a full update of the numbers who wanted to move to Dungarvan in respect of decentralisation be included in the report in September.  
2. Asked that the ground around the ESB pole at the junction of Mitchel Street and Collins road be repaired.
3. Stated that the offices in the Courthouse being used by the various services were in a very poor condition and asked if they could be upgraded.
4. Asked that a traffic management meeting be convened.  It was agreed that this would be held at 7.00 p.m. on the 15th September prior to the monthly meeting.
Councillor Ryan
1. Asked if the lighting outside Abbeyside Church could be improved.  Councillor Kyne stated that a commitment had been given to provide an extra light.  The Town Engineer stated that he was examining the matter with the ESB at present and would revert back for the September meeting.
2. Asked if the footpath at the top of the Rock Armoury at the top of Seapark was to be reinstated.  The Town Clerk stated that it was and that a contract would be signed before the September meeting in respect of this work.
Councillor Kyne
1 Asked if the road lining on the approach to the roundabout at Coolagh could be examined as he had received complaints that this had been causing problems for motorists.
2 Asked if a scheme of painting for Skehacrine Court could be implemented.  The Town Clerk stated that this would be desirable and it was hoped to do it in the Spring of next year.
Councillor O Ceilleachair
1. Stated that it was recently announced that the Dungarvan Electoral Area was going to be reduced from a seven seater to a six seater and stated that an opportunity was lost in relation to having a boundary review at the same time.  
Councillor O Riordan
Asked for an update in relation to the CCTV for the town.  The Town Clerk stated that he would prepare this for the September meeting.
Councillor Mansfield
1 Asked the Town Clerk if he would prepare a report in respect of illegal traveller encampments for the housing meeting.  The Town Clerk stated that he would,
2 Asked for a survey of the front doors in Childers Estate to be carried out to see if it was necessary to provide a replacement scheme of front doors.  

Councillor Wright
1 Asked if dog fouling signs could be erected in the Town Park.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this matter.

2 Stated that there was a large pothole outside the entrance to the Protestant Graveyard and another outside the hospital.  The Engineer stated that he would examine this. 

3 Stated that the roadway on the right hand side of Fitzgeralds Terrace was in a very poor condition and asked the Town Engineer to examine this.  
RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.

CORRESPONDENCE
The members welcomed the correspondence from the H.S.E. in relation to the hospital and asked that the matter be pursued by the Town Clerk.  This was agreed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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