MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 16th JUNE

 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Damien Geoghegan, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Mansfield, Cosgrove, O Riordan, Kyne, Ryan, O’Ceilleachair, Wright

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk

APOLOGIES



Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the members proposed a vote of sympathy to the families of the late Louie Nagle, Mary McGuire, Ollie Clancy, Michael Flynn, Sarah Rogers, Biddy Ahearne, Ian and David Wall, Liam Walsh, Mrs. Conway. 

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor O Riordan it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders and to take item number four on the Agenda, the update on the Strategic Leisure Report as the first item.  

UPDATE ON STRATEGIC LEISURE REPORT

Rosarie Kealy of the Waterford Sports Partnership briefed the members on the draft report that she had received from Strategic Leisure Ltd in respect of the audit of sports facilities in Dungarvan and surrounding areas.  She stated that there was a deficit in relation to Astroturf pitches and an athletic track and playing pitches.  However, she stated that no Business Plan had yet been prepared and that this would be done in house by Fergal Reidy.  Councillor Kyne asked that the Waterford Sports Partnership would engage with the West Waterford Athletic Club in relation to any facilities that they might be proposing in respect of Athletics.  Councillor Ryan stated that it would be great if funding was available to provide all the amenities outlined in the report, but she was not optimistic in relation to this.  Councillor Wright stated that she was disappointed with the findings of the consultants and stated that the assessment could have been done locally and money used to provide the facilities.  The members thanked Fergal Reidy and Rosarie Kealy for attending the meeting and it was agreed that a copy of the finalized report would be circulated to each of the members when ready.

MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor Riordan seconded by Councillor Rossiter the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 19th May 2008 were adopted.  Councillor Wright asked if the issue in relation to Cross Bridge Street and Michael Burke had been resolved.  The Town Clerk stated that a proposal had been received by the Council from Mr Burke and it was being considered.  Councillor Kyne stated that it was disappointing that this matter was still ongoing and he hoped that an amicable common sense solution could be found.  Councillor Rossiter asked if the footpath on Friary Street outside the Friary Church could be looked at.  The Town Clerk stated that he would meet with Councillor Rossiter the next day to examine the matter.  In response to Councillor Rossiter the Town Clerk also stated that advance warning signs for St Mary’s School and the CBS school were ordered and would be erected prior to the commencement of the new school year.  Councillor Ryan asked for an update in relation to the resurfacing at the Park Hotel.  The Town Clerk stated that he had been informed by the roads department that the work was imminent and would be concluded by the next meeting.  

MANAGER’S ORDERS


Councillor Geoghegan raised Managers Order 67/08 and stated that he welcomed the granting of Planning Permission to Shane Houlihan for the demolition of No 68 O’Connell Street and hoped that work would commence on the development of the site.  Councillor Rossiter stated that it was most disappointing that O Connell Street was closed on the previous Saturday to facilitate the demolition of this building on O’Connell street.  The Town Clerk stated that this was not anticipated and it was agreed that the building would be demolished on a Sunday a non-business day.  However, while they were preparing the building for demolition it became unstable and it was necessary to close the street.  The developer was apologetic for this but the Town Clerk agreed that it was disappointing that this had happened.  

NOTICE OF MOTION

Cllr Fiachra O Ceilleachair

“That Dungarvan Town (as the local authority for the County Town of Waterford and in association with the County and City Councils) initiate correspondence with those representative of the other communities named Waterford throughout the world.”

Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that there were forty seven communities around the world with the address of Waterford and he asked that a simple letter be issued to the corresponding councils in these addresses as an informal gesture of friendship and also to promote the international awareness of Dungarvan and County Waterford worldwide.  He circulated a list of the forty seven communities and it was agreed that the initiative be expanded upon to see if there were any benefits to be derived from it.  It was also agreed that an inclusion of links on the appropriate website would be a starting point in connecting these places.  

IBAL LITTER LEAGUE REPORT

The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the recent IBAL Litter League report, which showed Dungarvan moved from thirty seventh position to sixth.  And while he welcomed the actual improvement in position he felt that the inconsistency in the judging left the whole league with a creditability problem.  Councillor O’Ceilleachair agreed and stated that while Tom Cavanagh was the public face of Irish Business against Litter, it was a very secretive organization and it would be in their own interest to have more information available to the public regarding to their structure.  Councillor Rossiter also welcomed the improvement in the league position , however, stated that the judging was very arbitrary and inconsistent.  She also stated that the tidy towns committee, were beginning their weekly pickup every Wednesday beginning next Wednesday.  Councillor Kyne acknowledged that the access roads to the town were very good and stated that we should acknowledge the contribution of IBAL and work n harmony with them if possible.  The Town Manager stated that Tom Cavanagh had a good affinity with Waterford and he would be very optimistic about the future for Dungarvan.  However, he stated that property owners had a duty, regarding the cleanliness of the footpaths and the surrounding areas outside their premises and asked that they take on this responsibility.

VARIATION OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AT ABBEYSIDE CHURCH

The Town Clerk circulated a map in relation to the zoning in respect of Abbeyside Church and stated that there was a request received from the Parish priest to have the zoning changed from the Stokes field side to the beach side of the church.  On a proposal of Councillor Ryan seconded by Councillor Rossiter it was agreed to put this on public display.

CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor O Riordan the conferences as circulated were adopted.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Cosgrove

1. Welcomed the erection of the safety rail in Walton Park and stated that it was necessary to prevent an accident.
2. Stated that some fishing families were experiencing difficulties in relation to awareness of the oyster beds in the harbour and asked that the issue be highlighted to ensure that these beds were protected as much as possible.
Councillor Rossiter

1. Asked if the Town Council were proposing to carry out a Radon survey of the local authority houses in the Dungarvan Urban area.  The Town Clerk stated that this was due to happen within the next month.

2. Asked if the scheme of Letting Priorities was going to be re-examined.  It was agreed that this would be done at the forthcoming housing meeting.

3. Asked about the Taking in Charge of Town Court.  The Town Clerk stated that a snag list for the completion of outstanding repairs had been issued to the developer and that he was currently attending to these items.

Councillor Ryan

1. Asked if the traffic calming measures proposed for Stucco Lane could be agreed.  The Town Clerk stated that he would get the Town Engineer to contact her in relation to this.
Councillor Kyne

1. Stated that the sequence of the lights on the new pedestrian crossing at Eurospar was very suspect and asked if a spot check could be done on these.  Councillor Mansfield also stated that the new pedestrian crossing needed to be highlighted more to prevent pedestrians being knocked down.  

2. Asked that interim measures be carried out at Garvey’s garage on the N25 to prevent any further accidents there.  The Town Clerk stated that some interim measures would be carried out in the near future.  

3. Stated that Waterford County Council contacted some trucking companies to say that they were in breach of their licence and he hoped that this would prove successful.

Councillor Wright

1 Asked that the footpath at the junction of Mitchel Street and St Brigid’s Terrace could be examined with a view to having it repaired.

2 Stated that the Presentation Community Development Project was now open for business and congratulated all concerned with delivering this fantastic facility.

Councillor O Riordan

1. Asked that the speed limit signs on the Monang road be refixed and there was a need for repeater signs as there was constantly speeding in this area. 

2. Stated that there was a need for car parking bye-laws to be adopted in respect of the public car park adjacent to Kelleher printers.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this matter.

3. Asked if the car parking situation in Kyne Park could be re-examined with a view to removing some of the small green areas to provide extra parking for residents.  The Town Clerk stated that this had previously been looked at and deferred, but that he would revisit it.

Councillor Mansfield

1. Asked signs be erected at the Burgery in respect of parking of trucks to say that the area was 


not suitable for overnight parking of lorries or trailers.

2
Welcomed the original Capital Programme that was circulated to the members earlier in the year and asked for an update in relation to the play ground the railway walk and the development of Abbeyside Beach.  The Town Clerk stated that he would hope to have a report in respect of these for the July Meeting and that he would update the members at that meeting.

3
Stated that it was very disappointing that acts of criminality were being carried out by vandals at Dungrvan United Soccer field and he hoped that the Gardai would take a more proactive approach to this.  He also asked that the bridge at Danny’s be upgraded as it was in a very unsightly condition.  Councillor O Riordan also asked that distance markers on the railway walk be provided for pedestrians who were using it.

Councillor Geoghegan

1 Asked for an update in relation to the Pay and Display machines.  The Town Clerk stated that as far as he was concerned most of the machines were not fit for purpose and that a full review was being carried out with a view to having them replaced.  

2 Asked if the weed spraying in the town could be brought up to speed as it had fallen behind.  The Town Clerk stated that a new sprayer had been bought and that they were currently catching up on the weed spraying around the town.  

3 Asked if the wall at the Lookout could be painted as gone a little off colour.  

RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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