MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 31st MARCH
 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Damien Geoghegan, Mayor
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Mansfield, Wright, Cosgrove, O Riordan, Kyne, Ryan
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk






Thomas Roger, Town Engineer

APOLOGIES



Councillor O Ceilleachair
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the members proposed a vote of sympathy to the families of the late Paudie Organ, Will Tutty, Vincent Rossiter, Leonard Duggan, Mrs Hehir and Alicia Browne.  The members also proposed a vote of congratulations to Councillor Fiachra O Ceilleachair on the recent birth of his daughter Sadbh.
MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Riordan the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th February 2008 were adopted.  

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Mansfield asked if the Town Clerk had written to the County Council SPC in relation to the traffic calming at the Burgery.  The Town Clerk stated that he had but that he but that he had not received any response.  Councillor Wright stated that she had met the Town Engineer in relation to the low wall at the Lookout and was satisfied that the Health and Safety Audit recommended the provision of a life buoy in the area which would be sufficient and she accepted this.  Councillor Wright also stated that the locations of the CCTV cameras were recently published in the local media.  She felt that this was going to be counter productive as anybody that proposed to engage in anti-social behavior would be aware of their location.  The Town Clerk stated that unfortunately the Gardaí were required by legislation to state the locations and also to erect a site notice at each location.  It was also agreed that a meeting would be held with the Garda Superintendent on the 15th April to discuss various issues of concern to the members.  Councillor Wright also asked if the Town Engineer had examined the T-Junction in Childers Estate which had a very poor surface.  The Town Engineer stated that he had visited the site and that it would be done in the next tranch of surfacing.
MANAGER’S ORDERS


In response to Councillor Wright the Town Engineer stated that Managers Order 17/08 related to the subdivision of Tournore House from one single unit into two dwellings.  
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION – MICHAEL & TARA BREEN, O CONNELL STREET, DUNGARVAN 
The Town Engineer stated that the proposal to construct a bakery to the rear of Breen’s property on O Connell Street would contravene the Development Plan as the rear garden was zoned residential.  While he had reservations in relation to the access he still felt that the intensification would be quite small and he recommended that this Material Contravention be approved.  On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Rossiter this was unanimously approved.
SECTION 183 – SALE OF LAND TO HENRY MITCHEL, IN FRONT OF HOUSES 16 TO 19 GEORGES COURT
The Town Clerk explained to the members that it was recommended that .0.1 of an acre which consisted of the green area to the front of houses 16 to 19 Georges Court be sold to Henry Mitchel to facilitate access to the former ESB/Kennedy container site at the bottom of Davis Street.  He stated that there was a planning application currently being considered for the site but it was necessary for the applicant to purchase this piece of ground to facilitate the development.  On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Rossiter it was agreed to sell 0.1 acres of land to Henry Mitchel for the sum of €350,000.  Councillor Wright asked that her reservations in relation to this sale be noted and this was agreed.  It was also agreed that the money would be ring fenced to be used for amenity.
SECTION 183 - SALE OF LAND TO FOCUS IRELAND ON THE FORMER PRESENTATION SITE, MITCHEL STREET, DUNGARVAN
On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor O Riordan it was agreed to sell 0.379 of land in the former Presentation Convent to Focus Ireland for the sum of €128,000.
LEASE OF THE FORMER BAND HOUSE IN WOLFE TONE ROAD TO NA DEISE
The Town Clerk stated the Pipe Band had recently returned the keys for the former band house on Wolfe Tone road, as the band no longer required it.  He stated that he had been approached by members of Na Deise Pigeon Club with a view to them leasing the property from the Town Council as they currently had no base.  The Town Clerk stated that he was in agreement in principal to this and asked that the members approve the creation of a lease on an annual basis pending a decision on the future of the band house.  On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Wright the lease was agreed. 
LEASES IN RESPECT OF COMMUNITY BUILDING IN THE FORMER PRESENTATION CONVENT, MITCHEL STREET, DUNGARAN
On proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Wright it was agreed that Dungarvan Town Council would enter into leases with the following:
· Dungarvan Care of the Aged
· Dungarvan Scouts

· Dungarvan Childcare Project

· The HSE in respect of the Sesame School

· Dungarvan Community Development Project

CONFERENCES
On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Wright the conferences as listed were approved.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Kyne
1. Stated that Nemeton had circulated a letter stating they were promoting an Arts Degree and asked that this be given publicity by the press. 
2. Asked about the completion date of the Crossing at EuroSpar.  The Town Engineer stated that this was a project that was being carried out by Waterford County Council and agreed that it was taking an exceptionally long time to complete.  He stated that he would have an update for the April meeting. Councillor Kyne said that he was very disappointed with the completion of the project and that it had dragged on way too long.  
Councillor Wright
1. Stated that the finish of the car park in the former Glanbia site which the town council owned had been undermined substantially by the construction traffic in relation to the Bridge development.  The Town Engineer stated that he was aware of the difficulties in relation to the cobble locking in this car park and stated that he had discussed the matter with the contractor who had agreed to carry out repairs to this, and he agreed he would follow this up with the contractor.  .
Councillor O Riordan
1. Stated that the footpaths on the Youghal road needed to be looked at and he stated that he would meet with the Town Engineer to discuss the matter.  
2. Stated that the double yellow lines outside Minnie’s were way too long and asked if they could be reassessed.  Councillor Ryan agreed and stated that it was causing difficulties for cars in the area.  
Councillor Mansfield
1. Stated that a delegation of the joint Oireachtas Committees that had recently visited Dungarvan had produced a very interesting report and he commended Councillors Rossiter and Kyne for their input.  He stated that there was a need for quality jobs in west Waterford but that it had been neglected by the Government.  He said that Dungarvan was now at a critical juncture in respect of the jobs front.  He stated that Minister Martin was coming to Dungarvan on Tuesday and he asked that he be asked for his views in relation to job creation.  Councillor Kyne stated that he hoped that the jobs announcement that was being forecast would be significant and that they would be quality jobs to replace those already lost.
2. Stated that on the 4th March 2009 would be the 86th anniversary of liberator of Dungarvan and he said it was proposed to invite submissions on how to fittingly honour the event.

He said that there was a photograph that could possibly be displayed in the Civic offices and also that a booklet could be produced and a parade organised.  It was agreed that this would be referred to the Protocol Committee.  
3. Asked if the Town Engineer would examine the breakwater jetty on Davitt’s quay opposite the back entrance to the Courthouse as there were stones loose on it.  The Town Engineer stated that he would examine this..
Councillor Cosgrove
1. Asked that the low wall on the Bye Pass bridge as you enter Walton Park be looked at with a view to erecting a railing on it in the interests of safety.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this.

2. Asked that the repaving of Davitts Quay could be done as quickly as possible and the disruption to businesses could be kept to a minimum.  He also asked that the appearance of the quay would be examined with a view to providing more flower baskets and street furniture.  It was agreed that this would be examined.  .
Councillor Rossiter

1. Stated that there was a large pothole at the side of St Mary’s church as you proceeded down to Quanns and asked if this could be filled in.  
2. Stated that the lorries parking at Garveys were still extremely dangerous and also stated that local residents were parking trailers at the Burgery in a very dangerous manner.  

3. Asked if any decision had been made in relation to the parking meters.  The Town Clerk stated that he was examining the matter and that he would revert back to Councillor Rossiter in due course.  

Councillor Ryan

1. Asked that that the dedication and professionalism of the staff of St Joseph’s hospital be highlighted especially in the rehab unit.  She stated that they did a difficult job with a smile and the unit itself was second to none.   The Mayor agreed and stated that it was often remarked how professional these staff were in St Joseph’s hospital and also in Dun Abbey.  Councillor Kyne asked if there had been difficulties in relation to the completion of the paving of the laneway between Lawlor’s hotel and the former Moloney hardware store.  The Town Clerk stated that the owner of Lawlor’s hotel had stated that he owned Cross Bridge Street and was preventing the paving from going ahead.  Councillor Wright proposed a vote of congratulations to everybody associated with the reopening of the Town Hall Theatre and stated that it was a very pleasurable experience.  She also stated that a letter of congratulations and thanks be sent to Tom Keith.  This was agreed.  Councillor Ryan also thanked the developers for the standard of the workmanship.  Councillor Mansfield stated that his parents had recently visited the Town Hall and were thrilled with the finished product.  He also asked that the various groups in town would support it.  Councillor Cosgrove stated that together with the many fine restaurants to accompany the Theatre he hoped that this would put Dungarvan on the map as a cultural centre.  Councillor Rossiter agreed and also thanked the officials for inviting the residents of Friary Street and stated that this was very much appreciated.
Councillor Geoghegan

1. Stated that the websites that advertise Dungarvan were hopelessly inadequate and in some cases up to five years out of date.  He asked that the matter be examined and that a report be prepared for the next meeting of the council.  He stated that Dungarvan should have its own website and it should be updated on a daily basis.  Councillor Cosgrove stated that Athlone Town Council had their own website.  The Town Clerk agreed to contact Athlone prior to the next meeting.  
2. Stated that a gravel footpath had been laid in the Church of Ireland graveyard and stated that this was not a suitable location for a gravel footpath as a lot of elderly people used it and it was an unsuitable surface.  It was agreed that this would be examined for the next meeting.
3. Asked for an update in relation to the pedestrian crossing proposed for St Joseph’s hospital and Dun Abbey.  The Town Engineer stated that a design was currently being done up and this would be completed in the near future.  He also proposed a vote of congratulations to the St Patrick’s Day committee congratulating them on a fantastic job..
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES

It as agreed to support the resolution from Carrick on Suir.  The members also stated that it was probably time to examine the number of betting shops and off licences in the town centre. 

CORRESPONDENCE

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor O Riordan all correspondence was marked as read.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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