MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 19th MAY 

 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Damien Geoghegan, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Cosgrove, O Riordan, Kyne, Ryan, O’Ceilleachair, Wright.

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk






Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer

APOLOGIES



Councillor Mansfield, 

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the members proposed a vote of sympathy to the families of the late Gertie Morrissey, Denis Lenihan, Bernadette Feeney, Jack Tierney and Paddy Crotty.

MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor Rossiter seconded by Councillor Riordan the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st April 2008 were adopted.  

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Wright raised the matter of the linkage of Cross Bridge Street to the Councils car park in the former Glanbia site and stated that while this was not shown on the planning permission applied for it was definitely shown on the master plan and she felt that this should be delivered upon.  Councillor Kyne also stated that it was regrettable that matters had come to litigation and hoped that common sense would prevail.

REPORT ON NEW WEBSITE FOR DUNGARVAN

The Mayor stated that he had met with the IT section of Waterford County Council and with Fergal Reidy, Business Development Executive of Waterford County Council and it was hoped that Dungarvan.com would be the home address for the new website.  This website address was currently in private ownership and he stated that contact would be made with the owner to see if he would consider surrendering this address to Dungarvan Town Council.  He stated that he would keep the Members posted on the progress in relation to this matter.

REPORT ON REFUSAL OF PLANNING PERMISSION FOR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH PREVIOUS PLANNING PERMISSIONS

The Town Clerk circulated a report to the Members in relation to non-compliance by developers in relation to the refusal of permission to developers who had a previous history of non-compliance with previous planning permissions.  He stated that the Local Authority had to go to the High Court in order to refuse a planning permission in relation to a previous offender and he also stated that the non-compliance offenses had to be substantial.  The Members welcomed the report but regretted that the Local Authority had to invoke the powers of the High Court and were not empowered enough to make the decision at a local level.

FIXED DATE FOR A.G.M.

The Town Clerk stated that the A.G.M. in accordance with Standing Orders would be held on the 23rd June 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

FIXED DATE FOR HOUSING MEETING

It was agreed that the Housing Meeting for 2008 would be held on the 28th July at 7.00 p.m.

PART 8 - CLONEA ROAD

The Town Clerk circulated details of the drawings in respect of a proposal for 22 Senior Citizens/ Special needs houses, a care home for Carriglea Cairde Services and a child care/community facility at Tournore with the entrance off the Clonea Road.  The Members welcomed the proposal and it was agreed that this would go on Public display.

CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Councillor O’Riordan seconded by Councillor Ryan the conferences as listed were approved.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Wright

1. Stated that there was an urgent need for traffic calming measures to be carried out on Friars Walk in the vicinity of Abbeyside Church and Tierney’s new development.  The Town Engineer stated that he would look at this and revert back to the June Meeting.
2. Stated that unfortunately, she was unable to attend the opening of Walton Park but stated that it was a fine job and she hoped that it would be respected by the users.  She asked that the Gardai and the Local Authority enforce the drinking in Public places bye-laws and hoped that the people would take ownership of the Park in respect of litter as well.  Councillor Kyne also welcomed the development of the Park and stated that it did not need to be cluttered with monuments and art pieces in the future.  He also asked if the lighting adjacent to Abbeyside Church could be examined.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this with the E.S.B. and revert back to the June Meeting.
Councillor Ryan

1. Stated that the roadway outside the Park Hotel had fallen into disrepair.  The Town Clerk stated that he was aware of this and that he had engaged Roadstone to carry out repair works there.  It was envisaged that these works would be carried out in the next three to four weeks.

2. Stated that there was a substantial pot-hole outside Walsh’s Spar in O’Connell Street and this needed to be looked at, as it was the source of a very upsetting incident for an elderly person recently.

Councillor Rossiter

1. Asked that the footpath on Friary Street near the Church be examined as it was in a poor condition.  The Town Engineer stated that he would examine this.
2. Asked if the work in Davitt’s Quay was progressing satisfactorily.  The Town Clerk stated that to the best of his knowledge it was proceeding on schedule and that it was envisaged that the Contractor would be off the main area of the Quay by the middle to the end of June.
3. Asked if advance warning signs could be erected at the approach to St. Mary’s School on the Youghal Road. The Town Engineer stated that he would examine this matter.
Councillor Cosgrove

1. Congratulated all the staff involved in the refurbishment of Walton Park and stated that it was a fine job and he hoped that it would be used and respected by future generations.

2. Asked for an up-date in relation to the development of the Fire Station road.  The Town Clerk stated that work had commenced in relation to the land acquisition required for the widening of the road by the Fire Station and stated that the proposed work would include the provision of new foothpaths and public lighting.   The Town Clerk also stated that it would be difficult to commence the work until such time as the proposed surface pipe on the N25 was laid first.

Councillor O’Riordan

1 Asked that a vote of congratulations be sent to those involved in the organisation of the Feile nDeise which was a huge success.  He stated that the exciting features if this years Feile is that it was not all based in pubs and was street orientated. 

2 Stated that the stone facing at the entrance to Southways had been damaged and asked if the Town Engineer would examine this matter.  

Councillor Geoghegan

1. Asked that a thank you letter be send to the school girls of St. Mary’s for participating in a recent clean up. 

2. Asked that a letter of congratulations be sent to Martin Cullen on his recent re-appointment to the Cabinet He also hoped that this might facilitate provision of funding for the marina within the remit of tourism.

3. Asked that the junction of Park Terrace and Church Street be examined with a view to resurfacing damage at this junction.

RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.

CORRESPONDENCE

All correspondence was marked as read.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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