MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 17th NOVEMBER
 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Billy Kyne, Deputy Mayor
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Cosgrove, O’Riordan, O’Ceilleachair, Geoghegan, Mansfield
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager.





Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk.





Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer.






Fergal Reidy, Business Development Officer

APOLOGIES



Wright, Rossiter, Ryan
Prior to the commencement the meeting the following votes of sympathy were passed, to the Beresford family on the death of Maureen Beresford, to the Hayes family on the death of Noel Hayes and to the Henebry family on the death of Anne Hennebry.
A vote of congratulations was proposed to Abbeyside Senior Hurling team on reaching the County Hurling Final and to the Ring hurlers on winning the County Intermediate Title.  

MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor O’Riordan seconded by Councillor Geoghegan the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 20th October 2008 were adopted.  
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Mansfield asked if there was any update in relation to variation of the Plan in respect of Off-Licences, Betting shops and Takeaways.  The Town Clerk stated that he was still awaiting legal opinion and it would be on the Agenda for the December meeting.  Councillor Geoghegan asked if there was any update in respect of the establishment of a Joint Policing Committee.  The Town Clerk stated that he had written to the members of the Oireachtais and the Gardaí and expected that the first meeting would take place in January 2009.
NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor Brendan Mansfield

“That Dungarvan Town Council consider houses built by the voluntary housing sector to be part of Dungarvan Town Councils stock for the purposes of transfer.  This will enable tenants of voluntary housing associations to be considered for transfer from their existing house to a casual vacancy among Dungarvan Town Councils stock.”
Councillor Mansfield stated that not alone did the occupiers of houses owned by voluntary agencies have an option to purchase but they also were not in a position to transfer to other Council housing stock.  He stated that there were a number of people in voluntary housing who wished to move to Abbeyside and they did not have this opportunity at present.  Councillor Geoghegan supported the motion and stated that the people housed by the voluntary agencies were originally on the town council list and a number of them had stated that they were not aware that they were not in a position to transfer.  The Town Clerk stated that he didn’t have any great difficulty with the content of the notice of motion and he stated that those in voluntary housing would be considered in the normal manner but would not be given priority.  
On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield and seconded by Councillor Geoghegan the notice of motion was adopted. 

LAUNCH OF DUNGARVAN WEBSITE, DUNGARVAN.IE
The Councils business development officer Fergal Reidy made a presentation to the members in respect of the new website, dungarvan.ie and stated that it would be a great tool in respect of the marketing of Dungarvan.  The members welcomed the launch of dungarvan.ie but stated that it needed to be kept up to date as there was nothing more frustrating than out of date information on websites.  
FESTIVAL OF FOOD 2009
The Town Clerk stated that it was proposed to hold the Festival of Food 2009 from the 17th-19th April and that this was a matter for information for the members.  The members welcomed the news of the proposed festival and asked that other establishments that would cater for all tastes and pockets be included this time round.  
FIX DATE FOR BUDGET MEETING 
On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor O’Riordan it was agreed to hold the Budget Meeting 2009 on the 5th January 2009.  
CONFERENCES
On the proposal of Councillor O’Riordan seconded by Councillor Geoghegan the conferences as circulated were agreed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Cosgrave
1. Asked for an update in relation to the CCTV.  The Town Engineer stated that the poles had been erected and it was anticipated that the camera heads would be fitted within the next week.  
2. Asked for an update in relation to the surface in Friars Walk near Abbeyside Church.  The Town Engineer stated that he was going to link in with the architects in the Tierney development.  If there were no proposals to reopen this site in the near future, that work would begin on this road in early 2009.  Councillor Kyne stated that the roadway in front of the four houses that had recently been completed was in a poor condition and needed to be addressed. 
Councillor O Riordan
1. Asked for an update in relation to the Monang Local Area Plan.  The Town Clerk stated that the Draft Plan would be before the members for consideration at the December meeting.    
2. Stated that there were loose paving slabs on Mary Street and this was ongoing for a number of years.  He asked the Town Engineer to examine this and to report back for the December meeting.  
3. Stated that the lighting in Western Bay was very poor and needed to be looked at and also asked if speeding in the area could be addressed.  The Town Engineer stated that it was proposed to install speed cushions at Boreenatra and Cathal Brugha Place, and that if these well successful they would consider them for other estates. 

Councillor Mansfield
1. Stated that contrary to the local media report it was his experience that the recent bonfires were not peaceful affairs and that he felt they should be a priority for the Joint Policing Committee.  He stated that a number of local authorities were now organising the bonfires and making them family occasions and that Dungarvan Town Council should examine this possibility.  
2. Stated that unemployment in Dungarvan had increased by over four hundred and asked what had been delivered from the invest in Waterford and work in Waterford websites.  Fergal Reidy stated that it was proposed to build an Enterprise Centre in the near future and he stated that there had also been a number of visits from the IDA.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that the Minister was cutting funding to údaras and he stated that this was a regressive step.  Councillor Mansfield proposed that the local T.D.’s be invited to a meeting and Councillor Kyne stated that any questions that any questions the members might have should be given in advance so that answers could be prepared.  He also suggested that this should be held in committee.  Councillor Kyne stated that Dungarvan and the IDA were losing the manufacturing focus that created well paid jobs and asked that this be addressed.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to the T.D.’s after Christmas with a view to inviting them to a meeting.  Councillor Mansfield also stated that the attainment of University status for WIT was a vital cog in this and that it would link into R & D for multinationals.  Councillor O Ceilleachair welcomed the election of Barack Obama as US President and hoped that it would not have a negative effect on the multinationals currently in Ireland.  
RESOLUTIONS

It was agreed to support both the resolutions circulated.
CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was marked as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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