MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 20th OCTOBER
 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Teresa Wright, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Cosgrove, O’Riordan, Kyne, Ryan, O’Ceilleachair, Geoghegan, Rossiter, Mansfield
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager.





Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk.





Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer.

Prior to the commencement the meeting the following votes of sympathy were passed, the Fives family on the death of Greg Fives, the Murphy family on the death of Alice Murphy, the Enright family on the death of Dom Enright, the Tuohy family on the death of Elizabeth Tuohy, the Organ family on the death of Matt Organ, the Reddy family on the death of Tony Reddy, the Power family on the death of James Power.  A vote of congratulations was passed in relation to Council employee Sean Sheehan who recently celebrated his eightieth birthday.  Best wishes were also passed to Pat Power a council employee of long standing who recently retired.  
MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor O’Riordan seconded by Councillor Geoghegan the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 15th September 2008 were adopted.  
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
MANAGERS ORDERS

The Managers Orders as circulated were marked read.
ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
The Town Manager Denis Mc Carthy circulated a report relating to the establishment of a Joint Policing Committee and stated that the committee for Dungarvan Town Councils area would consist of nineteen individuals made up of Town Council members and officials, members of the Oireachtas, members of the Gardaí and members of the voluntary sector.  He stated that it was intended that the committee would meet on a quarterly basis at times and dates to suit the members of the Oireachtas.  The members in general welcomed the establishment of the Joint Policing Committee but stated that its role needed to be clearly spelt out to the public who would understand its functions and not confuse it with normal policing.  On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Geoghegan it was agreed that Dungarvan Town Council would establish a Joint Policing Committee.  
LEASING OF SITE TO I.W.A. AT QUANN’S
The Town Clerk stated that it had been previously agreed that a site would be leased to the Irish Wheelchair Association at Quann’s and that they had submitted a map showing the detail of the site which they wished to lease.  The Town Clerk stated that he would be in favor of the lease and that the building on the site would be subject to the normal planning process.  On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor Rossiter it was agreed to lease the site to the I.W.A. as detailed subject to planning permission.
REPORT ON BETTING OFFICES, HOT FOOD TAKEAWAYS AND OFF LICENCES IN DUNGARVAN
The Town Clerk stated that following on from the September meeting the members asked that clarification be obtained regarding the power of Dungarvan Town Council to limit the number of the above businesses within the town.  The Town Clerk stated that he had spoken with the Councils Law Agent and he said that a variation of the Development Plan with a statement of intent in respect of these businesses was sufficient to limit the number of these in the Dungarvan Urban District area.  Councillor Mansfield welcomed the proposal and stated the variation of the development plan process, would allow for public input into the proposal.  Councillor O Ceilleachair asked if there was a central body regulating the number of bookies and asked the Town Clerk to examine this.  Councillor Geoghegan stated that the number of bookies shops allowed to be opened should be pro rata with the head of population.  The Town Clerk stated that he would put a wording together for the variation for the November meeting.
ALLOCATION OF SURPLUS MONIES FROM SALE OF INDUSTRIAL SITES
The Town Clerk circulated a report to the members that stated that there was a surplus of €600,000 in the accounts of Dungarvan Town Council which resulted from the sale of industrial sites at Shandon.  He was requesting the Councils approval to use €100,000 of this surplus as a contribution towards the cost of building an Enterprise Centre, to use €90,000 of the surplus to pay off the shortfall in providing the Broadband Network, to use €70,000 in respect of wheelie bin costs that have been incurred during the pilot scheme and the issuing of free bins which is currently council policy and for the use of the remainder of the monies for the undergrounding of overhead networks and new public lighting schemes.  On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor Kyne the above use of surplus monies was approved.
ARTISTIC FEATURE IN THE SHOPPING CENTRE
The Town Clerk circulated a report to the member’s in respect of the proposed Art feature commemorating the use of the former Glanbia Site as a Creamery.  He stated that the overall cost of the project was €20,000 including VAT and asked for the Councils approval to provide 50% of this cost and the other 50% would be provided by the owners of the Shopping Centre.  On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Geoghegan it was agreed that provision be made in the Budget for a €10,000 contribution towards this Art feature.  
CONFERENCES
On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Ryan the conferences as circulated were agreed.
DISCUSSION OF LATEST IBAL REPORT

The members welcomed the report in general and stated that it was heart warming that Dungarvan had moved from sixth position up to fifth and that there was a possibility that they would be in the top three if progress was sustained for the remainder of the year.  Councillors congratulated the outdoor staff over their performance in the league and hoped that Dungarvan would continue to progress successfully in the litter league.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Mansfield
1. Raised the recent presentation given to members of Waterford County Council by an independent reviewer in respect of the fire service.  He stated that one of the recommendations was that the fire personnel be cut from 14 to 12 and he said that he wanted it known that he was not favouring this and was strongly objecting to it.  Councillors Kyne and Wright stated that this was only a personal view of the reviewer and was not a definitive objective.  The Town Manager Denis Mc Carthy also stated Mr Loughlin did not recommend a reduction to staff.  The members agreed that a letter should go to the County Manager stating that staffing levels should stay as they are.  This was agreed.
2. Stated that it would be most desireable that the staff car park across from the Motor tax office be opened to the public to facilitate parking on the occasion of matches in Fraher field.  It was agreed that the matter would be referred to Waterford County Council the owners of the car park.  
3. Stated that following the announcement in the budget, as far as he was concerned, decentralisation of the OSI office to Dungarvan was now dead.  Councillor Wright agreed and stated that the staff proposed were too technical and would be difficult to relocate.  The members asked that the Town Clerk contact the Office of Public Works to get an update in relation to the site.
Councillor O Riordan
1. Stated that the proposed bonfires in the Dungarvan area needed to be properly supervised and asked that the Council remove as much tyres and pallets as possible.  Councillor Mansfield agreed and stated that the Gardaí and the fire service had a duty to protect people and that the bonfires should not be used as a cover for criminality.  Councillor Geoghegan agreed and stated that parents of children had a duty to make sure they behaved in a responsible manner during bonfire night.  
2. Stated that the All Star collection was an excellent idea, however, it had come to his attention that a number of people had run out of recycling bags and that the number of bags issued needed to be increased for the 2009. He also asked if we could put a mechanism into the Budget which would enable customers to buy tags to facilitate a white goods collection by the Council.  The Town Manager stated that he would keep the matter under review for the 2009 Budget and stated that it was difficult to compete with the private operators as they did not have to provide a waiver for hardship cases which the council had to do.
Councillor Kyne
1. Raised the standard of public lighting outside Abbeyside Parish Church and stated that he was willing to go along, pending review, with the Town Engineers suggestion of the improvement of the lights rather that the provision of extra lights in the area.  However, he said it was hoped to have those lights up and running by the next meeting as it had dragged on too long.
2. Welcomed the proposal of the Council to extend the rock armoury to the full area from Paul I Powers house over to the Strand at Landsend.  
Councillor O Ceilleachair
1. Stated that due to family and professional commitments he would not be seeking re-election to the Town Council or to údaras na Gaeilge in the forthcoming elections.  He sais that as he has been living in Waterford from the year 2000, it made it difficult for him to balance family and professional commitments with his Council responsibilities.  He stated that he was happy with what he had achieved in his time in the Council and that there were now going to be two successful playgrounds within the Urban Area and also that recycling had been successfully introduced during his term on the Council.  Councillor Geoghegan congratulated Councillor O’Ceilleachair on his performance while a member of the Council and stated that he was a man of principle.  Councillor Mansfield also stated that while they might not always have seen eye to eye he always kept the Councils officials on their toes.  Councillor Kyne also wished Councillor O’Ceilleachair well for the future and stated that he played a pivotal role for Labour on the ground.  Councillor O’Riordan also wished Councillor O’Ceilleachair well and stated that he had always worked hard on the canvas.  The other Councillors stated that they would save their best wishes to the last meeting of the Council before the election. 
Councillor Ryan
1 Thanked the Town Council for fixing the pot holes outside the Park Hotel and stated that the recently fixed pot hole on the bridge at Shandon was eroding again.  
2 Thanked the ESB for repairing the lights at Murphy Place so quickly, as this area was home to a number of elderly people and there were security fears.  
3 Thanked the Town Engineer for the erection of a mirror at Stucco Lane and said it had greatly improved road safety in the area.  She also asked if he would examine the mirror at Landsend and stated that it was often full of condensation and became difficult to see.  
Councillor Rossiter
1. Asked for an update regarding the resurfacing of Cross Bridge Street.  The Town Engineer stated that he had recently received a survey of levels and that he would proceed with the matter as quickly as possible.  
2. Asked what works were going on outside the Parish Church at the top of Mary Street as she had seen the footpath dug up.  The Town Engineer stated that this was in relation to the civil works required for the CCTV networks for the town.  She also asked if the footpath outside the Friary Church could be examined.  The Town Engineer said that he would do this in the near future.  

3. Asked if four spaces in the car park opposite Dungarvan Castle could be reserved for visitors.  The Town Clerk stated that this would be difficult to enforce but that he would not rule it out and would revisit the matter sometime before the summer season starts. 
Councillor Geoghegan

1. Stated that the footpath replacement in Fenian Place had taken 7/8 weeks to finish and he stated that this was not satisfactory.  He asked if the Roadwork’s Programme could be moved from Waterford County Council to Dungarvan Town Council and the Town Manager stated that this was being examined at present.  
2. Stated that there was ongoing dumping in Gallows Hill and asked that this matter be tackled as a matter of urgency.

3. Asked if the Council review the Policy in relation to older residents who wish to return to Dungarvan.  The Town Clerk stated that the current position was that once older residents came home they were generally being housed within twelve to eighteen months.
Councillor Cosgrove

1. Congratulated Councillor O’Ceilleachair on his excellent performance in the council and wished him well for the future.  He also thanked him for promoting the Irish language at every opportunity and he stated that he had an excellent knowledge of a vast number of subjects.
2. Asked the Town Engineer if would examine the state of the footpaths in Parklane.  The Town Engineer stated that the work would start soon and he would examine all the footpaths within the Parklane area.  

3. Asked if the roadway outside Abbeyside Church could be examined.  The Town Engineer stated that this had been deferred pending possible development of the housing estate at Tierney’s.  However, as this was unlikely to proceed in the near future he would examine the surface with a view to having it improved.  

4. Asked that his disgust in respect of the removal of the automatic entitlement of seventy year olds to a medical card be recorded.  All the members agreed and stated that stated that it was a regressive move by the Government.

Councillor Wright

1. Thanked the Town Engineer for the carrying out of repairs to the footpaths on Bridget’s Terrace and Mitchel Street.  She also stated that the Presentation Community Development Centre was now open for business.  
RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.

CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was marked as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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