MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 15st SEPTEMBER
 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Teresa Wright, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Cosgrove, O Riordan, Kyne, Ryan, O’Ceilleachair, Geoghegan
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk





Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer.

Fergal Reidy
APOLOGIES



Rossiter, Mansfield
On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Kyne it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders and to take the item relating to the new website for Dungarvan as the first item on the Agenda.  Fergal Reidy outlined to the members the proposals in respect of the new website which would have it domain address as dungarvan.ie.  He stated that the IT section of Waterford County Council were working on the site at present and that it was hoped to launch it at the November meeting of the Council.  He circulated two logo’s which were to be the logo’s of dungarvan.ie domain and stated that all work in relation to the updating of the website would be done by staff at Dungarvan Town Council.  He stated that the website would have links to Waterford County Councils existing website and that it would have also links to investinwaterford.ie and workinwaterford.ie.  The members welcomed the report and looked forward to the launch of the website at the November meeting.
MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor O Riordna the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 21st  July 2008 were adopted.  
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Geoghegan asked for an update in respect of the Pay & Display machines.  The Town Engineer stated that four new machines had been ordered and he expected them to be delivered within the next two weeks.  Councillor O Riordan raised the issues in relation to the Bye-Laws for the car park adjacent to the Civic offices.  The Town Engineer stated that this was a matter for Waterford County Council and that he had written to them in relation to this.  Councillor Ryan raised the fact that following the recent resurfacing adjacent to the Park Hotel that two gullies were never lifted and these were causing difficulties for motorists.  The Town Engineer stated that he would examine the matter and have it rectified.  Councillor Geoghegan welcomed the painting of the wall at the Lookout and asked if it could be done each summer prior to that start of the tourist season.  Councillor Wright welcomed the fact that work had begun in relation to the matters raised by her in respect of Mitchel street and Brigids Terrace footpaths.  Councillor Kyne asked for an update in relation to Cross Bridge Street.  The Town Clerk stated that it was hoped to begin work there in the end of September and have it completed by the end of October.  Councillor O Riordan asked for an update in relation to CCTV.  The Town Clerk stated that the civil works had commenced and that he hoped to have them operational by October.  Councillor Ryan asked for an update in relation to the public lighting adjacent to Abbeyside Church.  The Town Engineer stated that the ESB had examined the matter and that they were proposing to upgrade the current lights to see if that would be sufficient.
MANAGERS ORDERS

The Managers Orders as circulated were noted.
TIDY TOWN REPORT 2008
The Town Clerk circulated the Tidy Towns Report that was recently received which stated that Dungarvan had a mark of 281 an improvement of 8 points form the figure of 273 in 2007.  The members welcomed the report and congratulated the outdoor staff and the Tidy Towns Committee for all the hard work they had done over the year.  They also asked that the best wishes of the council be forwarded to Councillor Anne Marie Rossiter as she was recovering from a recent illness.  Councillor Geoghegan asked that a copy of the report be printed in full by the media and that the Tidy Towns Committee and the outdoor staff be given a reception to mark the receipt of a Bronze medal.  
REPORT ON BETTING OFFICES, TAKEAWAYS & OFF LICENCES
The Town Clerk circulated a report on the existing of number of Betting Offices, Takeaways and Off Licences within the urban area and stated that maybe it was time for the Council to put a cap on the number of businesses of this nature that were to be allowed.  He stated that he had received enquiries in relation to another takeaway on Mary street and that a decision needed to be made so that the perspective developers could be made aware of the situation.  The members questioned that the Council had the authority to refuse any further developments of the nature outlined considering that it was a competitive open market.  The Town Clerk stated that legal advice may be sought in relation to it, it was felt that if a policy could be adopted in relation to these businesses and incorporated into the Development Plan.  It would be seen to have a legal basis to refuse any future applications for these type of businesses.  The members asked that the policy statement formulated for the October meeting and the matter was adjourned until then.  
PART – 8 – PLAYGROUND IN THE GLANBIA SITE
The Town Clerk stated that the provision of the playground had been advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the 2001 Planning and Development Regulations and no submissions had been received.  He stated that it was proposed to proceed with a low fence similar to the one around the??????? car Park in the Lookout.  On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor Kyne this was approved.  
VARIATION OF THE DEVELOPMENT IN RESPECT OF ABBEYSIDE GRAVEYARD
The Town Clerk stated that the variation of the plan had been advertised in accordance with 2001 Regulations and that a number of submissions had been received welcoming the proposed variation.  However, a submission was also received from the Department of the Environment which stated that it was necessary for the Council to carry out an Archeological surveys in respect of the area prior to any decision being made in respect of the variation.  The members agreed that the Archeological examination would be carried out prior to them making a decision on the variation.  The Town Clerk stated that he would engage Archeologists in relation to this and revert back to the Councillors at a later date.  
CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Ryan the conferences as circulated were adopted.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Cosgrove

1. Asked if any progress had been made in respect of the video sign at Garveys garage.  The Town Clerk stated that the matter had been referred to the councils law agent and that he would have an update at the October meeting.  
2. Stated that a wall bounding Walton Park and Dungarvan Harbour was collapsing and asked that the Town Engineer would examine that, ..
Councillor Geoghegan
1. Stated that he had received a number of reports lately of anti-social behaviour being carried out in private and stated that the landlords at these private rented properties had a responsibility to existing neighbours and residents of the estate, to ensure that those that leased the properties from them behaved in a proper manner.  He also stated that it was not sufficient for the landlords to state that they had given the property to a letting agent, and they had no responsiblities in respect of it.  The members agreed with the sentiments of the statement and asked that the landlords take the responsibilities on board.
2. Asked if the railing around the Pitch & Putt Course could be completed as they failed to receive any latter funding.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this with a view to possibly putting some money in the 2009 budget.  
3. Asked for clarification in relation to the fund raising in respect of charities that was going on outside the doors of supermarkets and in pubs at night.  He stated that the charity collectors were very pushy and that they gave a bad image to some very reputable charities.  They asked that the Town Clerk contact the Gardaí in respect of this matter.  
Councillor O Ceilleachair
1. Proposed a vote to the Waterford Hurlers as they had given the County a great lift in the three weeks up to the All Ireland Final.  He also asked a letter of congratulations be issued to Tom Keith in respect of the bunting and the flags that were erected by the town.  Councillor Kyne stated that he wished to be associated with the vote of congratulation too, but there was still a lot of disappointment that the players did not come to Dungarvan for a homecoming.  Councillor Ryan agreed and said that it was regrettable and very disappointing for the children of the town.  
Councillor Kyne
1. Stated that there was a substantial bit of subsidence in Main Street and also on the bridge near the Park Hotel that needed to be addressed immediately.
Councillor O Riordan
1 Stated that a recent survey had declared Dungarvan to be a dead harbour and asked if the report could be put on the Agenda for the next meeting of Council.  Councillor Geoghegan stated that this report was carried out by the Friends of the Environment and he said that this groups creditability left a lot to be desired.  
2 Asked if the footpath on the approach to Mac Carthville on the lefthand side could be looked at.  
Councillor Wright
1. Raised the lead inserts in respect of the plaque erected to Gibbons at the Lookout and stated that the lettering was being damaged on a continual basis and needed to be looked at.
RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.

CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was marked as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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