MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 21ST APRIL

 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Damien Geoghegan, Mayor

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Mansfield, Cosgrove, O Riordan, Kyne, Ryan, O’Ceilleachair.

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk






Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer

APOLOGIES



Councillor Wright.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the members proposed a vote of sympathy to the families of the late Jenny Phelan, Caroline Flynn, Nancy Curran, Natt Seery and John Moore.

MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor O’Riordan seconded by Councillor Mansfield the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 31st March 2008 were adopted.  

MATTERS ARISING

The Mayor congratulated everybody who was involved in the recent Festival of Food and stated that it showed West Waterford in a great light.  He asked that a letter congratulating the organizer Don Tuohy, Paul Flynn, Therese McDermott, Eunice Power and Louise Clarke be sent out. It was also stated that the Councils own employees had played a very significant role in the smooth running of the Festival and they were to be commended for same.  Councillor Rossiter agreed and stated that the outside staff were fantastic in assisting with a clean up of the Square after the Farmers Market on the Sunday.  Councillor Kyne asked if there had been any progress made in relation to the impasse between the Council and Michael Burke in relation to Cross Bridge Street.  He stated that it was regrettable that a legal challenge had been taken at this stage and how anyone could argue that it was not an improvement to have the street paved was difficult to appreciate.  Councillor Wright stated that to the best of her knowledge this was shown as an access on the master plans originally circulated by Clancy Construction.  Councillor Rossiter thanked the staff for filling in the pothole on the road to Quanns and also for erecting of the dog fouling signs.  Councillor Mansfield asked if the Town Engineer would look at the breakwater adjacent to the Causeway Bridge, and stated that it was starting to break up.  Councillor Geoghegan asked if the Town Engineer would examine the possibility of erecting a pedestrian crossing at Seapark.

MANAGER’S ORDERS


Councillor Kyne raised Managers Order 32/08, ‘The appointment of the project supervisor for the design process for the paving of Davitt’s Quay’.  The Town Engineer stated that this was a standard practice required under health & safety legislation and that it would be done in-house with no extra cost to the Council.

Proposed extinguishment of the Public right-of-way at                    western bay/bayview.

The Town Clerk stated that the proposed extinguishment had been advertised in accordance with the regulations and that 4 submissions had been received.  He stated that a copy of the submissions had been circulated and he had an open mind in relation to this right-of-way.  The Members agreed that it would not be desirable to extinguish the public right-of-way and following consideration of the submissions, it was agreed that the right-of-way would be tidied up and bollards put at either end.

DRAFT POLICY DOCUMENT RELATING TO THE TAKING IN CHARGE OF HOUSING ESTATES.

The Town Manager stated that the Department of Environment had recently instructed all Local Authorities to prepare a policy in relation to the taking in charge of housing estates.  He said that the document before the Members was quite similar to that circulated to Waterford County Council and suggested that any Members who wished to make a submission in relation to it to write to the Town Clerk outlining their suggestions or objections to the document.  He stated that the policy document would be back before the Members for the June meeting for adoption.  Councillor Kyne asked if the position in relation to developers who had a previous history of unfinished estates applying for further permission be clarified for the Members and it was agreed that a report would be prepared for the next meeting.  

WEBSITE FOR DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL

It was agreed that this matter would be deferred to the May Meeting.

CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Councillor O’Riordan seconded by Councillor Ryan the conferences as listed were approved.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Mansfield

1. Asked that the Town Clerk would examine the possibility of providing a new Taxi Rank as there were a number of extra taxis operating in Dungarvan at the weekend and it was getting very congested.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this matter and report back to the May meeting.
2. Asked that the green area at the rear of Estuary Heights be levelled off to provide extra amenity space.  The Town Clerk stated that this was being examined at present and he hoped to have progress in the near future.
3. He welcomed the wording of the plaque for the Glanbia Site and asked if the milk churns which were previously agreed could also be provided.

Councillor O’Riordan

1. Stated that the footpath on the causeway adjacent to Walton Park was in poor condition and that it be examined.

2. Stated that he had received several reports in relation to speeding in Western Bay and the Town Engineer stated that he would look at it for the next meeting.

3. Asked that a letter of congratulations be send to the Dungarvan Brass Band on winning the All-Ireland.

Councillor Kyne

1. Asked that the Town Manager would examine the possibility of increasing the hours in relation to Pat Flynn to make him full-time.
2. Asked that the green area in Seapark be examined to have it improved.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this matter.
Councillor Rossiter

1. Asked that a railing be erected at Crotty’s Corner adjacent to the Public House entrance.  The Town Engineer stated that he would look at this.

2. Asked that the meter reading in respect of E.S.B. meters be done on a more regular basis as the householders were getting bills which were quite large due to the estimation of bills.

Councillor Cosgrove

1 Asked that a letter of congratulations be send to Terry McCarthy Ltd., the contractor who completed the work on the Theatre.  He stated that this work was completed in a very professional manner and to the best of his knowledge on budget.  The Town Clerk stated that this would be done. Councillor Mansfield stated that he had some old photographs in relation to the Town Hall and that maybe these could be discussed at the next protocol meeting with a view to having them erected in the Town Hall.

2 Asked if the Walton Park had been assessed in relation to persons with Disabilities and the Town Engineer stated that this had been audited and passed.

Councillor Geoghegan

1. Thanked the Members of Dungarvan Boxing Club for the recent clean-up of the railway line and asked that a letter of congratulations be sent to them.  Councillor Rossiter stated that this was a great innovation and they were coming on board with the Tidy Towns Committee in the coming year.

2. Enquired about the Commeration of the 1948 All-Ireland Hurling Team and it was agreed that this matter would be discussed at the protocol committee.

3. Welcomed the recent announcement by GlaxoSmithKline of 50 new jobs consisting of €30m investment in the local economy.  He stated that these were quality jobs and in addition to the recent jobs announced by Microchem and very encouraging.   Councillor Mansfield stated that the investment secured both plants into the future and also congratulated the work-force who had adapted very well to changing work practices.  Councillor Kyne stated that he acknowledged the I.D.A.’s role in these job announcements but still reminded the I.D.A. that the two main innovators were the companies themselves and that the I.D.A. need to be more proactive in attracting further industry.  Councillor O’Ceilleachair stated that the recent job announcements were very encouraging and also that the Microchem investment came from an American Company, Lancaster Laboratories.   The Mayor acknowledged the role played by Tom Keith in the Food Festival and asked that a letter of acknowledgment by sent to Tom.   

CORRESPONDENCE

All correspondence was marked as read.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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