MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 18th FEBRUARY
 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Michael O Riordan, Deputy Mayor
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Rossiter, Mansfield, Wright, Cosgrove, O Riordan, O’Ceilleachair.

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis McCarthy, Town Manager






Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk






Thomas Roger, Town Engineer

APOLOGIES



Geoghegan< Ryan and Kyne
MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Rossiter the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st January 200 were adopted.  

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Wright raised the issue in relation to the sea wall at the Lookout and stated she welcomed the meeting with the Town Engineer in respect of same.  Councillor Cosgrove raised the surfacing of Friars Walk and stated that he had discussed the matter with the Town Engineer and it was hoped to include this in the Capital Programme in the near future.  Councillor Mansfield raised the parking of lorries at the Burgery and asked if a letter had been sent by the Town Clerk to the relevant SPC of Waterford County Council.  The Town Clerk stated that the letter had issued and it was agreed that a meeting would be held with the Garda Superintendent on the 10th March to discuss the matter further.  Councillor Mansfield raised the possibility of traffic calming measures at Cathal Brugha Place.  The Town Engineer stated that he would discuss the matter with him.
MANAGER’S ORDERS


Councillor O Riordan raised Manager’s Order 11b/08 the appointment of Roadstone paving as project supervisor construction stage.  And asked what was the problem in relation to the surfacing works at Monang and Strandside North.  The Town Engineer stated that the issues were Health and Safety relating to overhead wires and that the problem was being examined with the Councils Health and Safety officer. Councillor Mansfield stated that this was very disappointing and should have been done prior to the commencement of the job.  The Town Engineer acknowledged this but said that the matter was really between roadstone and the ESB.  Councillor O Riordan stated that he felt that the health and safety officer at the Town Council should be more proactive in relation to these projects and not get involved after they have started.  
UPDATE ON DECENTRALISATION OF O.S.I. OFFICES TO DUNGARVAN
The Town Clerk circulated a response to a Parliamentary question on behalf of Brian O Shea T.D. from Tony Killeen, Minister for State with responsibility for decentralization.  He stated that talks had been held recently with the OPW in relation to the lodging of a planning application and he was hopeful that this would happen in the near future.  Councillor Wright while welcoming the update stated that it was not very positive in relation to the staff relocation.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that there was no political intent on behalf of the government to decentralize and that no real progress had been made.  Councillor Mansfield also stated that he was very skeptical and until such time as a planning application had been lodged and the building provided he would remain skeptical.  Councillor Rossiter however, felt that this was a step forward and she remained positive that progress would be made in the near future.  Councillor Cosgrove stated that we were waiting a long time since 1999 for progress in relation to this matter and stated that we were unlucky that it was a state agency that was decentralizing and not a civil service entity.  The O.S.I was very much a specialized field and he still remained skeptical.  Councillor O Riordan agreed and stated that it was only the making of a statement and that there were no promises within the answer.  
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008
The Town Clerk took the members through the proposed Capital Programme for 2008 and welcomed the fact that the upgrading of the railway walk was included within this programme.  He also welcomed the proposal for the development of a second playground and while welcoming the refurbishment of Davitt’s Quay, stated that it was very disappointing that it was going to cost over €350,000 to rectify this poorly done work. Councillor O Ceilleachair also welcomed the proposals and said they were all meritorious.  Councillor Wright also welcomed the programme and stated there were a number of good proposals contained therein.  Councillor Cosgrove welcomed the proposals contained in the Capital programme and stated that they were very tangible projects and achievable goals. On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Wright the Capital programme for 2008 was agreed.
UPDATE ON CCTV PROPOSALS
The Town Clerk stated that the Department of Justice had recently signed a contract with Group 4 Security in relation to the provision of CCTV to a number of towns nationwide.  He stated that the representative from Group 4 and the Gardaí had met with the Town Engineer and had walked the town recently and that there were eight locations agreed for the cameras.  The Town Clerk stated that the Gardaí asked for operational reasons that the eight locations not be revealed for the present.  It was agreed that this would be discussed further with the Superintendent on the 10th March.  
DECLARATION DECLARING THE ROAD AT CLOGHERANE A PUBLIC ROAD
On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Rossiter the roadway from the N25 from Microchem to the roundabout at GSK was declared a public road.
CONFERENCE

On the proposal of Rossiter seconded by Councillor Cosgrove the conferences as listed were agreed.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Rossiter
1. Asked that it be publicised that those parking in disabled car parking spaces needed to have the disabled person with them in order to avail of this and that it was disappointing to see able bodied people who had a disabled sticker using the car parking spaces. 
2. Asked that the Court house on T F Meagher Street be considered for refurbishment. 
3. Asked if the modifications to the Square in relation to traffic flow and the car parking layout be advanced.  The Town Engineer stated that he had requested the drawing and hoped to have the drawing in the near future.  
Councillor Wright
1. Stated that the road surface at the T-junction in Childers estate was in a very poor condition and asked that the Town Engineer examine this.
2. Asked who was responsible for dog fouling on footpaths and green areas.  The Town Engineer stated that it was the responsibility of the dog owner to clean up and our workmen do their best to keep the footpaths clean.  Councillor Rossiter asked if a scheme could be introduced and also if some dog fouling bins could be erected in Boreenatra and Quanns which was a very popular area for walking dogs.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this matter.  
3. Stated that the parking meters around the town were still not working.  The Town Engineer stated that he had met with the Service providers recently and that he was making a recommendation to the Town Clerk in respect of these machines. 

Councillor O Ceilleachair
1. Stated that Dungarvan was a host town which welcomed the Kosovan refugees in 1998/1999 and that there was a very significant day when Kosovo was declared independent yesterday.  He wondered if it was possible that any contacts that were created during the Kosovan refugees stay could be followed up.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine this matter.
Councillor Mansfield
1. Proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Matt Hayes.  

2. Asked that a letter of congratulations be sent to Stephen Enright who was a recent recipient of the Pat Noctor award.  It was also agreed that a letter of congratulations be sent to Niamh Briggs who was recently selected to play ladies rugby for Ireland.

3. Asked that a letter of congratulations be sent to the West Waterford Athletic Club who recently staged a very successful 10 mile road race in Dungarvan.  He stated that this was a huge achievement and created a huge revenue for the town.

4. Stated that he agreed with Councillor Wright in relation to the roadway at Childers Estate which needed urgent attention.
Councillor Cosgrove
1. Stated that the light the sleeping policeman on the traffic island at Coolagh road had been missing for some time, and asked that it be replaced.

2. Stated that the recently erected advertising sign at Garveys was very bright and distracting for motorists in the area.  The Town Engineer stated that permission had been given for an electronic display sign but he wasn’t aware at planning application stage that it was going to be in line with the one that was erected.  He stated that he had met with the agents of the owners of the garage and the matter would be followed up.
3. Asked for an update in relation to the road widening at the fire station in Dungarvan.  The Town Clerk stated that land acquisition was currently underway and new lighting and footpaths would be included in the finished roadway.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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