MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 20th APRIL
 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Teresa Wright, Mayor
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Cosgrove, O’Riordan, Mansfield, Kyne, O’Ceilleachair, Rossiter Geoghegan
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis Mc Carthy, Town Manager

Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk





Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer

APOLOGIES



Councillor Ryan
Prior to the commencement of the  meeting votes of sympathy were proposed to the families of the following, Fr. William Dee and Mrs. Bridget Waters.
The members proposed that a letter of congratulation be sent to the organizers of the recently held Festival of Food. They stated that it was a massive improvement on last year and that the town was buzzing. They also commended the Town Council staff who played a hugely significant role in the success on the weekend.  

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 23rd OF MARCH, 2009
On the proposal of Councillor O’Riordan seconded by Councillor Mansfield the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 23rd March 2009 were adopted.  
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Mansfield asked if there had been any reply received from Vodaphone in respect of the antennae recently erected in Dungarvan.  The Town Clerk stated that he had issued a letter to them but that he had yet to receive a reply.  He stated that he would follow it up prior to the May meeting.  
MANAGERS ORDERS

Councillor Geoghegan welcomed the Managers Order appointing a Contractor to erect the fencing around the Pitch and Putt Course.  The Town Clerk stated that it was expected that the work would be completed in four to six weeks.  
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION IN RESPECT OF ABBEYSIDE GRAVEYARD
The Town Clerk stated that at a previous meeting it was agreed to defer a vote on the Material Contravention in respect of the rezoning of the land adjacent to Abbeyside Church for use as a graveyard at the request of the Department of the Environment.  The Department of the Environment had requested that an Archaeological assessment of the site be carried out prior to the decision being made.  The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the Archaeological report which stated that was no Archaeological evidence found at a depth of 2 meters.  The report stated that if it was not proposed to go below 2 meters that there was no need for any further Archaeological monitoring.  The Town Clerk stated that having consulted with Fr. O’Riordan of Abbeyside Church it was not intended to go below 2 meters with any of the graves.  On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan and seconded by Councillor Cosgrove the rezoning of the land was unanimously agreed.  Councillor O’Riordan enquired as to how much the report had cost.  The Town Clerk stated that it had cost approximately €4,500 . Councillor O’Riordan replied that this was a massive waste of money as everybody in the locality was aware that all that was in that area was a filled quarry of rubble and old cars.  
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALlOTMENTS IN DUNGARVAN
The Town Manager stated that it was proposed to develop alotments in the Dungarvan area following the receipt of fifty expressions of interest.  He stated that the area under consideration was adjacent to the Pitch and Putt course and stated that the plots would be approximately 60m2.  Councillor Geoghegan welcomed the principle of providing allotments, however, he felt that this was the wrong area and would be subject to vandalism.  Councillor Mansfield also stated that the residents in Childers Estate were not in favour of this and that it would cause issues in relation to car parking and anti-social behavior.  Councillor Kyne agreed and said that it was a worry to residents and that it was not a suitable area.  The Town Manager stated that they were also considering an area in Shandon as a possibility and no decision had yet been made.  It was agreed that prior to proceeding with any particular location the proposal would be advertised for public input to see what the local resident’s views were.
CASUAL TRADING BYE-LAWS FOR DUNGARVAN
The Town Clerk stated that it was proposed to prepare new Casual Trading Bye-Laws for Dungarvan Urban Area and that the main points were the Southern side of Grattan Square would be designated a casual trading area for the purpose of holding the Farmers Market every Thursday and a small area in Grattan Square was to be designated for the long standing seller of vegetables on Friday mornings.  But it was also proposed that an area of the car park on Strandside North would be designated a casual trading area to facilitate the long standing seller of fast food in this area.  It was proposed that a license would be issued for casual trading on special occasions like the Farmers Market during the Festival of Food and the French Market during the Feile Na Deise.  The fee proposed for the casual trading licenses was €1,000 per annum and in response to a request from the members, he stated that this could be reviewed possibly in respect of the vegetable seller on Friday mornings.  He felt that €20.00 per week was not an enormous amount of money for traders to pay as they were not paying any rates.  It was agreed that the Bye-Laws would be compiled and advertised in accordance with the Casual Trading Act of 1995 and be brought back before Council for adoption in due course.
CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Councillor O’Riordan seconded by Councillor Kyne the conferences as circulated were approved.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Mansfield
1. Stated that while canvassing for the local elections it had come to his attention that a number of families were extremely concerned about getting secondary school places for their children.  He stated that this was a very worrying situation and that the Department of Education should address it immediately. 
2. Stated that he felt that it was very scrooge like that the Minister in the recent Budget had proposed the cut back to the Christmas bonus in respect of those in receipt of Social Welfare.  He said this would only make them use money lenders and he advised anybody in financial difficulties to contact MABS who provide an excellent service.
3. Credited the Town Council for the past five years which had lead to unprecedented development both by the public and private sector in Dungarvan.  But he stated that the Office of Public Works site in the former Glanbia site was a white elephant.  He said that this was very disappointing that the decentralisation had been shelved and in fact it was now dead in the water.
Councillor O Riordan
1. Stated that again he was raising the matter of potholes in the public car park adjacent to the Civic Offices and stated that this had been ongoing for a number of months.  The Town Engineer stated that he had raised it with the County Council previously and he would raise it again.
Councillor Kyne
1. Stated that a cat had recently been attacked by greyhounds in Shandon and asked that the Town Clerk would engage with the dog warden and the Gardaí with a view to avoiding a recurrence of this.  He stated that this was very worrying and it was only a matter of time before a child was attacked by these dogs.  The Town Clerk stated that unfortunately the dog warden was currently out sick but he would liaise with the city warden to see what could be done.  
2. He raised the matter of feeder schools as being best practice as a student application standard, as it was always clearly understood that Abbeyside national school and Garranbane national school were the natural feeder schools to St. Augustines College.  I appreciate this is difficult for all secondary schools to implement but local knowledge in Abbeyside was that students from that area would accommodated as hereto fore.
Councillor Rossiter
1. Proposed a vote of congratulations be sent to Garda Tony Deegan on his recent retirement.
2. Asked that the street lights be examined to see what impact they were having in respect of astronomers. Would like to ask the council that when replacing street lighting in future they would perhaps use capped lighting which throws the light towards the ground instead of up into the night sky.
3. Asked what is planned for the remainder of the land at the rear of the Linear Park. The Town clerk stated that this was owned by Clancy construction and was a development site.
Councillor Geoghegan
1. Wanted to be associated with Councillor Rossiters vote of congratulations in respect of Tony Deegan and said that he always had a high profile.  
2. asked that the footpath on the Kilrush road adjacent to John Foleys garage be examined asthat it was in a poor condition.

3. Asked about the provision of public lighting in Lisfennel.  The Town Clerk said he would examine the matter and have it costed.  
Councillor Wright
1. Stated again that landlords of private rented houses should not be allowed to let them run into disrepair and said there should be an onus on them to keep them in a clean and proper state.  The Town Clerk stated that he was aware of the situation and would pursue it with the owners.  Councillor Kyne enquired about the works to Cross Bridge Street.  The Town Engineer stated that it was proposed to hold a final meeting on May 5th to finalise the proposals for it.  Councillor Rossiter raised that fact that not alone were the private houses being left derelict but that some vacant business premises were being left derelict and asked the Council to take remedial action in respect of these premises. 
RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.
CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was marked as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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