MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 16th FEBRUARY
 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Teresa Wright, Mayor
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Cosgrove, O’Riordan, Geoghegan, Mansfield, Kyne, O’Ceilleachar, Ryan
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Thomas Rogers, Town Engineer





Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk





Dermot Donovan, RoadPlan Designers





Ailish Strang, Fewer, Harrington, Architects





John Horgan, G.I.S.






Triona Walsh, G.I.S.

APOLOGIES



Denis McCarthy, Town Manager, Councillor Rossiter
It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders and to take the presentation in respect of G-Plan as the first item on the Agenda.  Triona Walsh took the members through the main aspects of the G-Plan which was launched at the meeting and stated that it would allow individuals and companies to look at planning applications on the internet at any time of the day or night.  It would also reduce the work load in relation to the callers to the Council offices.  John Horgan took the members through a number of aspects of the G-Plan and stated that Dungarvan was one of the first Town Councils to have it rolled out.  The members welcomed the launch of G-Plan and stated that it was a very welcome initiative both for professionals and general members of the public.  
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 19TH OF JANUARY 2009
On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Geoghegan the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 19th January 2009 were adopted.  
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Ryan asked about the opening hours in relation to the fast food restaurant know as JR’s on O’Connell Street.  The Town Clerk stated that unfortunately that when that planning permission was granted there were no time restrictions in relation to closing put on the permission
MINUTES OF THE BUDGET MEETING HELD ON THE 12TH JANUARY 2009
On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Geoghegan the minutes of the Budget meeting held on the 12th January were adopted.
MANAGERS ORDERS

The Councillors raised Managers Order 14/09 the granting of permission to McInerney Homes Ltd for a change of use from convenience store to two 2 no. residential units at Cruachan housing estate.  The members stated that the developers were coming in with expansive plans for neighbourhood centres, when in reality they had no intention of building these.  The Town Clerk stated that he did not doubt the McInerney’s bona fides in relation to the provision of the convenience store and the other neighbourhood units.  However, they found it impossible to find businesses to occupy them and were left with no choice but to convert them to residential. 

REPORT ON SUPERLOO LEASE
The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the superloo Lease to the members and stated that if the Town Council wanted to terminate the lease that they had to give a minimum of twelve months notice and it would cost in the region of €92,000.  Councillor Kyne felt that the superloo was no longer viable and it was costing €37,000 per annum and getting minimal use.  Councillor Cosgrove disagreed and stated that he felt it was a necessary as part of the infrastructure of the town to have a public toilet and asked that the contract be renegotiated.  Councillor Ryan agreed and felt that the superloo should be kept.  Councillor Geoghegan stated that it was costing approximately €38 euro per use and it was no longer sustainable.  He stated that since the introduction of the superloo, the new toilets in the shopping centre had come on stream and most hotels and public houses had no difficulty with individuals using their toilets.  Councillor Geoghegan proposed that the Town Council would terminate the lease and this was seconded by Councillor O’Riordan and supported by Councillors Wright, Kyne, Mansfield and O Ceilleachair.  It was opposed by Councillors Cosgrove and Ryan.  
UPDATE ON POLICY RELATING TO OFF-LICENCES, BETTING SHOPS AND TAKEAWASY ETC
The Town Clerk stated that since this matter was originally raised that the economic landscape had changed considerably and that it was now felt that it was no necessary to vary the development plan in respect of these uses.  He stated that it was likely that outlets of this nature were more likely to be closing down rather than opening up and that the policy could be changed during the review of the Development Plan if necessary.  Councillor Mansfield accepted that economic picture had changed substantially, however, he still felt it better to proceed with the changing of the Development Plan to incorporate the uses.  The members also raised the recent case in relation to adult stores and lap dancing clubs that had arisen in other towns.  It was stated that no planning permission was required for an existing shop to be changed to an adult shop and it was felt that this needed to be addressed.  The Town Clerk stated that the legislation had been changed in relation to a shop changing to an off-licence recently and that it needed to done in respect of adult shops.  
DRAFT TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME
The Town Clerk stated that this had been adopted recently by Waterford County Council and it was being circulated for the information of the members.  He stated that it was proposed to provide one house per annum over the next five years subject to demand for travelling families within the urban area.  He stated a number of travelers had been housed in the Dungarvan area recently.  Some successfully and some not so successfully.  However, he said it was difficult to get the balance right, but, in general things had been progressing satisfactorily.  Councillor Mansfield asked that a proactive approach be taken in respect of the treatment of transient caravans and that a co-ordinated response between the Gardaí the County Council and the Town Council be in place prior to next summer.  He also stated that there was a distinct difference between traveller caravans and traders, and stated that the Gardaí should be proactive in relation to the enforcing of licences, insurances and tax in respect of all these vehicles some of which had English registrations.  Councillor Wright stated that there were a number of projects up and running in relation to travelers and the progressive work of the interagencygroups was welcome.  Councillor Kyne recommended that the housing of travellers in the urban area remain under the control of the Town Council and not be given to voluntary bodies like Respond.
CONFERENCES
On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor O’Riordan the conferences as circulated were agreed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Cosgrove
1. Asked the Town Engineer in relation to the surfacing of Friars Walk.  Tom Rogers stated that it was proposed to have this work completed by the end of March at the latest.

Councillor Geoghegan
1. Stated that the area between Grattan Square and High Street had recently been successfully paved and asked if this could be rolled out to the rest of the square as the original paving was outdated.  The Town Clerk said he would examine the situation and if there was funds available the works would be carried out in the future. 
2. Stated that there was a need for lining at the end of Wolfe Tone road to indicate which direction it was proposing to send traffic.  The Town Clerk said this would be examined. 
3. Asked for an update in respect of the road widening at the Firestation road.  The Town Clerk stated that land acquisition was currently being pursued, however, it might be necessary to enter into C.P.O.’s in respect of some parcels of land there.  
Councillor Ryan
1. Asked for an update in relation to the upgrade of the railway walk.  The Town Clerk stated that it was proposed to upgrade the railway walk from Strandside South to Sarsfield’s Street in 2009.  However, the remainder of the railway walk suffers substantially from the growth of Japanese Knotweed and this would need to be treated over two to three years.  He stated that he would consider a phased basis of the railway walk from Seapark back towards Kyne Park in 2010.
2. Stated that the paving in the Glanbia car park has become unstable and asked that this be addressed immediately.  The Town Engineer stated that he was aware of the situation and would arrange to have it rectified.
Councillor O Ceilleachair
1. Stated that he wished to congratulate the GAA on the introduction of a season ticket and that as an attendee of a number of league and championship matches he felt this was very beneficial initiative. 
2. Stated that a recent publication indicated that there were still 33,000 millionaires in Ireland and that it was an error to be penalising the public service in respect of rectifying the public finances.  He stated that it was grossly unfair to target the public service in this way. 
Councillor Kyne
1. There was an issue in relation to anti-social behaviour in respect of a housing estate in Abbeyside that needed urgent intervention by the Town Clerk.  He stated that a recent incident had required Garda involvement, and while he accepted that it was a difficult situation, urgent action needed to be taken.  
Councillor O Riordan
1. Stated that the Youghal Road was in a very poor condition and asked that this be addressed.  The Town Engineer stated that the design for the upgrading of the entire Youghal Road area was being prepared and he would revert back to the members in the near future.  In the meantime he stated that any sunken trenches would be reinstated.
2. Stated that on the 20th January 2009, the roads were extremely icy in the Monang area and stated that there were three crashes He stated that there should be a more proactive response where there was an immediate danger.  The Town Engineer stated that he would keep this in mind.

3. Stated that he had become aware that the Waterford County Council were preparing to sell the Courthouse to the Department of Justice and he stated that the Department needed to refurbish the toilets there urgently.  
Councillor Mansfield

1. Stated that he received a request from some residents in Murphy Place to replace the grassy verge with concrete.  The Town Engineer stated that he had met a number of residents over the years in respect of this but it was very difficult to get consensus.  He said he was aware that there were a number of people parking on the green areas especially near Abbeyside school while they were collecting children.  
2. Stated that the lighting from Wolfe Tone road to Kilrush roundabout was very poor and asked that this be examined.  The Town Clerk said he was aware of the situation and said that he would see if funding could be found to improve it.  

3. Referred to the correspondence received in respect of the Community Employment Schemes.  He stated that he was aware that unemployment was at 1,700 at present in the Dungarvan area and that there was an urgent need to upskill those who were out of work.  He asked that the Town Clerk write again if there had been no correspondence received by the next meeting.

Councillor Teresa Wright
1. Stated that there were issues of antisocial behaviour in Dungarvan that needed to be addressed.  It was agreed that the Council would meet in committee at 7 p.m. prior to the next meeting to discuss this matter.  
2. Stated that the signs at the Lookout needed to be repainted.  However, the Town Clerk stated that it was not as simple as that as it was actually lead lettering on the sign and it was very difficult to get this.

RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.
CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was marked as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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