MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 20th JULY
 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Damien Geoghegan, Mayor
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Mansfield, Kyne, Conway, O’Mahony, Rossiter.
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis Mc Carthy, Town Manager

Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk





Fergal Reidy, Co. Ent. Board





Jenny Beresford, Dungarvan Chamber of Commerce






Tom Gilligan, Waterford Co. Co.
APOLOGIES



Cosgrove, Higgins, Wright
Prior to the commencement of the meeting Councillor Mansfield proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Maureen Fives, Councillor Kyne proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Jonathan Cullen, Councillor Geoghegan proposed votes of sympathy to the families of the late Peter Trumann and Michael Curran and Councillor Rossiter proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of Catherine Moore. All the members and officials wished to be associated with these votes of sympathy.  Councillor Geoghegan proposed a vote of congratulations to the Waterford Minor hurlers who recently won the Munster Final and Councillor Mansfield forwarded best wishes to the Under 21 team who were playing in the Munster Final in Dungarvan.  Councillor Conway proposed a vote of congratulations to the Waterford Ladies Intermediate football team and the Abbeyside ladies football team on their recent victories.  

On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield and seconded by Councillor Kyne it was agreed to take item four, the presentation by Dungarvan Chamber of Commerce in respect of D499.ie as the first item on the agenda.  Jenny Beresford on behalf of Dungarvan Chamber made a presentation to the members outlining the launch of a new website by the Chamber which consists of Dungarvan for €99.00.  She said that the packages of hospitality and shopping and eating varied but they all had a theme of €99.00 beit €199, €299 and €399.  She said she hoped that it would stimulate and generate interest in Dungarvan and that a number of businesses had co-coordinated to try to give Dungarvan an edge over its competitors.  The members welcomed the launch of the new website and wished the Chamber well in their future ventures promoting Dungarvan.  The members stated that they were disappointed that Bus Eireann had taken their Waterford Crystal factory visit off their tours, and stated that this would have an impact on Dungarvan as well.  
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 18th OF MAY 2009
On the proposal of Councillor Rossiter seconded by Councillor Mansfield the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 18th May 2009 were adopted.  
NOTICE OF MOTION

“That Dungarvan Town Council  calls on the governing body of Trinity College Dublin to immediately restore the honor previously accorded to Nobel prize winner, Ernest T. Walton, by naming one of its lecture halls after the Nobel Laureate.”
Councillor Geoghegan stated that Ernest Walton was born in Dungarvan and he felt it was wrong to remove his name from the lecture hall and asked that Dungarvan Town Council contact Trinity College about same.   He stated that it was a slight on Mr. Walton and he asked Town Clerk to write to Trinity and to convey that Councils disappointment at the move.  On the proposal of Councillor Geoghegan seconded by Councillor Wright it was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to the Governing Body of Trinity College.  
ADOPTION OF A.F.S. AND APPROVAL OF OVER EXPENDITURE
The Town Clerk took the members through the reductions for 2009 in respect of income and stated that there was deficit of €273,000 accruing from 2008.  He stated that the Council had been informed of two reductions in funding in 2009, namely reduction in the Local Government Fund by €34,500 and a reduction in the Road Fund Grant by €110,000.  He stated that savings would have to be made to counter these reductions and that it was going to be a very tight budget in 2009.  The Town Clerk stated while every effort would be made to provide a proper level of service, discretionary spending was no longer available and only essential maintenance and repair would be carried out in the remainder of 2009.  The members noted the comments of the Town Clerk and stated that they were disappointed that the Government would be introducing cuts half way through the year and it was difficult for Councils to make saving to counteract these cuts.  Mr. Tom Gilligan stated that the Government was introducing a new levy of €200 on the non principal private residences and that this would be an extra stream of revenue for the 2009 to counteract the reduction in the Local Government Fund.  The members stated that this may be difficult to collect and was possibly going to be subject to legal challenges.  However, it was stated that it would be law by the 31st July.  On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Rossiter the AFS of 2008 and the over expenditure for 2008 was approved.  
REPORT ON ALLOTMENS
The Town Manager Denis McCarthy stated that the Council had advertised proposals to develop two allotments at Quanns and Shandon and stated that they had received two submissions from Gerald Hallahan and the residents of Colligan View.  He stated that the idea of allotments was launched at the Festival of Food and that there were over 50 expressions of interest from parties in the Dungarvan Town Council area. He stated that this formed part of the Councils green thinking and they were operating successfully in other local authorities.  He recommended that the Council proceed with the sites as outlined and that the allotments would be available in the autumn for preparation for spring planting.  Councillor Mansfield stated that in principle he supported that idea of allotments, but stated that the locations proposed were not suitable.  He stated that they were highly populated and that there would be difficulties for residents in these areas.  Councillor Kyne agreed and stated that the residents in the areas had other priorities other than allotments.  He also stated that there must be financial implications for the provision of allotments and the Council was struggling to keep the grass cut in some estates.  Councillor Geoghegan also supported the principle but stated that the locations proposed weren’t suitable.  He stated that it would be better if the private sector would deliver these allotments and asked that the Council advertise for expressions of interest from the private sector in respect of this project.  Councillor Conway also agreed with the principle of allotments and said it was it was a very laudable programme in relation to sustainability.  However, she stated that there should be wider consultation with everyone including youth groups.  She felt that the imposition of allotments on areas would not be successful and that they could be delivered at a future date.  Councillor Rossiter agreed and also said that the private delivery of allotments was the way forward.  In response that Town Manager stated that he would consult with the Town Clerk with a view to advertising for private sector expressions of interest.  
UNDATE IN RESPECT OF DRAFT CASUAL TRADING BYE-LAWS
The Town Clerk that Dungarvan Town Council had advertised the fact that it had prepared draft bye-laws on the 6th May and invited submissions from the public in relation to this.  He stated that during the time of public consultation Dominic Minchella from Lemybrien had served notice that he would be applying to the Court on the 2nd of September to have the Draft Bye-laws amended to allow casual trading in Grattan Square on the third Wednesday of each month.  The Town Clerk stated that the Council was not in a position to adopt the bye-laws until this case had been determined.  However, he would come back to the September meeting with an update.  
FIX DATE FOR FIRST JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
The members requested that the first meeting be held either in late August or early September and the following dates were proposed, 24th August, 31st August, 2nd September, 14th September.  The Town Manager stated that he would discuss these dates with the Garda Superintendent to identify the most suitable date and that he would notify the members in due course of the agreed date for the meeting.  
IBAL LITTER REPORT

The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the IBAL Litter League Report and stated that while Dungarvan had retained the status as clean to European norms it had gone from 5th in December 2008 to 35th in 2009.  Councillor Rossiter stated that this was a volatile league and stated that the Council should not place any trust in it.  She stated that the Tidy Towns judges had visited Dungarvan on the 4th July and she stated that in future that it is only the tidy town’s report that should be debated in Council.  The other members agreed and stated that it was a very inconsistent reporting system and that the Council should concentrate on prosecutions and tidying up the town.  Councillor Geoghegan agreed stating that the Tidy Towns report was much more dependable.  Councillor Conway stated that it was difficult to see how Dungarvan would be so low in the league considering that the approach roads and other areas in the town were in excellent condition.   
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Rossiter
1. Stated that the road markings at the end of Mary Street needed to be re-laid as the new crossing was out of sync with the lining.  The Town Clerk said he was aware of this and that they were preparing a lining crew for the town.  
2. Stated that slipway at Stokes field was badly highlighted and stated that greater luminous signs needed to be erected there.  

3. Asked that some form of indication to motorists that there is a right turn into the Orchard on Collins Road erected.  The Town Clerk stated that he would look at this.  

Councillor O Mahony
1. Asked that the car park that was built in conjunction with the new playground in the former Glanbia site be closed at night as it was causing difficulty for the residents of St Brigid’s Well with drinking and other activity.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine the matter.  
2. Stated that there was also a problem with drinking in the Protestant graveyard late at night and that this was also causing a nuisance for residents.  It was agreed that these matters would be discussed at the forthcoming JPC meeting.
Councillor Conway
1. Stated that there were ongoing difficulties in relation to anti-social behaviour on the Abbeyside track.  She stated that there was also persistent dog fouling and she asked that the hedgerows be cut back and the rubbish be picked up more frequently.  She stated that Walton Park had been an excellent example of how by opening up an amenity you can eliminate anti-social behaviour and asked that a more open plan approach be looked at in relation to the railway line.  The Town Clerk said that he would examine the matter.  
Councillor Kyne 
1. Raised that completion of works at the Bank of Ireland in Grattan Square.  The Town Clerk stated that Telecom Eireann had insisted on a special type of cover for their manholes in this area and that they had to be imported from England.  He said that the issue had been concluded in the last few days and he hoped that the railings would be removed within a fortnight.  

Councillor Mansfield
1. Raised the issue in respect of transient travellers during the summer and asked that the matter be put on the agenda for the JPC..  
2. Asked for an update in respect of the Sports strategy that was drawn up by Dungarvan Town Council.  The Town Manager stated that the report had been deferred for the present.  Councillor Mansfield stated that this work could have easily have been done in house by the Sports Partnership.  
3. Raised the debate in respect to the removal of Gallows hill which had been raised in the media over the past fortnight.  He stated that Gallows hill is a source of serious anti-social behaviour and the Council could no longer sit back and allow this type of behaviour to persist especially on bonfire night.  He stated that certain parties show a keen interest in this monument but not when there is a bonfire blazing on it once a year.  He asked that the matter be put on the agenda for the JPC and that the Gardaí would bring along details of all the callouts and prosecutions they had in respect of anti-social behaviour in regards to Gallows hill.  He stated that the Council should put the removal of Gallows Hill on public display and seek submissions.  Councillor Geoghegan agreed that there was a serious issue with anti-social behaviour and it needed to be addressed.  He stated that there were diverse views between the museum and the Minister and some members of Council.  Councillor Kyne stated that there were serious issues in relation to anti-social behaviour on Abbeyside beach and that the Gardaí needed to be more proactive in relation to these issues.  It was agreed that this issue would be put on the agenda for the JPC to be debated.  Councillor Conway stated that anti-social behaviour related to more than just bonfires at Halloween and that preventative measures needed to be taken in respect of those engaging in anti-social behaviour.  She stated that a multi agency approach was needed involving the youth services and the VEC. Again it was stated that as the JPC encapsulated a number of players in respect of strategy it would probably be the most appropriate forum to debate the matter.  
RESOLUTIONS

It was agreed to support the resolution from Macroom Town Council and the one from Passage was marked as read.  
CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was marked as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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