MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 23rd MARCH
 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Teresa Wright, Mayor
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Cosgrove, O’Riordan, Mansfield, Kyne, O’Ceilleachair, Rossiter 
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk





Denis Mc Carthy, Town Manager
APOLOGIES



Cllrs. Ryan and Geoghegan  
Tom Rogers, Town Engineer
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 16TH OF FEBRUARY 2009
On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor O’Riordan the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 16th February 2009 were adopted.  
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Rossiter raised the passing of a motion to terminate the lease on the Superloo and stated that while she was not present at the previous meeting where the decision was taken, she felt that the Superloo should be retained.  Councillor Mansfield asked if the lighting from Wolfe Tone Road to the N25 in Shandon had been looked at.  The Town Clerk stated that he had examined the matter and agreed that the lighting was poor and needed to be upgraded.  However, he stated that it would be 2010 before this would be done as there was no funding available in 2009.  
MANAGERS ORDERS

Councillor Mansfield raised the matter in respect of retention permission granted to the Diplomat pub on Sexton.  He stated that it had come to his attention that an antenna had recently been erected on the premises and that the Council had been notified of this proposed antenna.  While the erection of the antenna exempted development in accordance with the 2001 Planning Regulations, he felt that the members should have been informed of it and they only became aware of it when it was brought to their attention by members of the public.  He asked that the Town Clerk write to Vodaphone as to why there was a need for an antenna in this area, and also ask for details in relation to frequencies emitted.  The Town Clerk stated that he would write to Vodaphone and revert back once a reply had been received.  Councillor O Ceilleachair stated that to the best of his knowledge some development plans had banned antennae in certain areas.  However, the Town Manager disagreed and stated that a Development Plan cannot overrule exempted development.
ALTERATIONS TO GRATTAN SQUARE
The Town Clerk stated that the alterations to Grattan Square had been advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the 2001 Planning & Development Regulations. He stated that two submissions had been received one from the Chamber of Commerce which welcomed the proposal and one from the Gardaí which raised two minor matters which could be dealt with.  On the proposal of Councillor Kyne seconded by Councillor Rossiter it was agreed to proceed with the development with the minor modifications of a hatched box as requested by the Gardaí.  The Town Clerk stated that it was proposed to carry out these works after the Feile Na Deise Festival in May.  
DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME
The Town Clerk circulated the Draft Development Contribution Scheme and stated that it was not proposed to increase the contributions payable in respect of roads and community.  However, it was necessary to increase the contributions payable in respect of water, sewage and surface water to bring them in line with Waterford County Council Development Contributions Scheme, as Waterford County Council were responsible for delivery of sanitary services.  Councillor Kyne queried the need for the increase in charges considering the construction industry was currently in disarray.  In response to Councillor Rossiter the Town Clerk stated that on a standard three bed semi-detached house of a 100m2
it would lead to an increase of about €1,500 in charges.  Following a brief discussion it was agreed that the Draft Scheme would be put on display and a report prepared for the members at a subsequent meeting once the public consultation had been completed.  
CONFERENCES
On the proposal of Councillor O Riordan seconded by Councillor Kyne the conferences as circulated were approved.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Mansfield
1. Welcomed the recent road repairs that were carried out within the town but asked in future that the roads be repaired before getting into such a bad state of disrepair.  He also welcomed the repairs carried out to the footpath opposite Garvey’s garage.
2. Welcomed the development of the Playground/Linear Park in the former Glanbia site and asked when it was proposed to open the development.  The Town Clerk stated that the most recent date given to them by the Contractor was the Friday of the May Bank holiday weekend. 
3. Stated that the previous Saturday had been a very momentous occasion for Ireland in both rugby and soccer and stated that while Ireland had recently been defeated in rugby that Niamh Briggs continued to give great displays and this should be acknowledged.  

Councillor O Riordan
1. Asked that the Council examine the possibility of providing a chain for the Deputy Mayor when he deputised for the Mayor who had an alternative engagement.  The Town Clerk stated that he would have the cost investigated and would report back to the Protocol Committee.
2. Stated that the recent St Patricks Day Parade was one of the most successful ever held and he wished to offer his congratulations to all involved in its organisation. 
Councillor Kyne
1. Stated that he had recently been contacted by the Abbeyside Scouts to state that the lighting around the Scouts Den was very poor.  The Town Clerk stated that he had also received a letter and that he would get the Town Engineer to examine the matter with the ESB.
2. Stated that he had previously attended the official opening of the County Waterford museum and stated that it was great that there was such an active partnership between the museum society and Dungarvan Town Council. 
Councillor Rossiter
1. Asked if the plaza in front of the post office was the responsibility of the Town Council.  The Town Clerk stated that he was not certain who owned the plaza, but stated that he would have the matter investigated to see who was responsible for its maintenance.
2. Stated that a number of yellow lines had been recently eroded and asked that the Town Clerk to have these reinstated as soon as possible.   The Town Clerk agreed to meet with Councillor Rossiter to list the areas concerned.
3. Stated that she was very heartened that RTE recently covered the St Patricks Day Parade and stated that Dungarvan was getting great exposure lately in the national media, especially in relation to Broadway Bagels, the Food Festival and Feile Na Deise.  

Councillor Cosgrove
1. Stated that the public lighting from the Moorings to Dungarvan Castle were out of order, and asked that this be rectified.  
2. Stated that he had also recently attended the official opening of Waterford County Museum and stated that this was extremely professionally run and unique to Waterford and that this should be acknowledged.  

Councillor Wright
1. Asked that a sign be erected on the Youghal Road adjacent to Childers Estate to indicate that there was an estate entrance ahead.
2. Asked that the footpaths in Childers Estate be examined that some of them were in poor condition.  
3. Stated that she was very disappointed as Mayor of Dungarvan that she did not receive an invite to the launch of the Festival of Food.  The Town Manager stated that an invitation had been issued.
Councillor Mansfield

1. Just wished to add that it had come to his attention that the Gardaí had now launched their mountain bike patrols and that this was to be welcomed.  
RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.
CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was marked as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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