MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

OF DUNGARVAN TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WATERFORD COUNTY CIVIC OFFICES, 

DAVITT’S QUAY, DUNGARVAN 

ON MONDAY 21st SEPTEMBER
 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESIDING:
Damien Geoghegan, Mayor
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Mansfield, Conway, O’Mahony, Rossiter, Cosgrove, Wright, Higgins.
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Denis Mc Carthy, Town Manager

Joe O’Flaherty, Town Clerk





Fergal Reidy, Co. Ent. Board





Tom Rogers Town Engineer.
APOLOGIES



Cllr. Kyne
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the following votes of sympathy were proposed, to the Denmead family on the death of Adele, to the Faye family on the death of Carl.  Votes of congratulations were extended to the Gardaí and the Council outdoor staff on the smooth running of the Munster Under 21 Hurling Final in Fraher Field.  A vote of congratulations was also proposed to the organizers of the Sean Kelly Tour which was a resounding success.  A vote of congratulations was also proposed to the Dungarvan Ladies Football team who won the Waterford Junior A Title and to the Waterford Ladies Camogie team who were beaten in the All-Ireland Junior Final.
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 20TH OF JULY 2009
On the proposal of Councillor Mansfield seconded by Councillor Wright the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 20th July 2009 were adopted.  
MATTERS ARISING 

Councillor Higgins asked about the original art piece that was located in Walton Park and asked if it was proposed to re-locate it within the park.  The Town Clerk stated that the sculpture was in storage in the Council yard and that while it was proposed to relocate it at some location but it was felt that the park was possibly inappropriate as it previously facilitated anti-social behavior.  Councillor Conway asked if any progress had been made in respect of the opening up of the track.  The Town Clerk stated that it had been agreed in principle that this would be the way to proceed and that it would be done on a phased basis starting at the Seapark end of the track.
MANAGERS ORDERS

Councillor Mansfield raised Managers Order 61/09 in relation to the seeking of further information in respect of a restaurant with take away facilities on Mary Street.  He asked that the Council tread cautiously in respect of this and stated that this had previously been discussed with a view to controlling the number of takeaway, betting shops and off licenses etc.  Councillor Higgins stated that the development would primarily consist of a restaurant with ancillary takeaway.  Councillor Conway also asked that the Council give careful consideration to the application as there were a number of elderly people living in that area and it could impact upon them.  Councillor Mansfield raised Managers Order 66a/09 and stated that it was a sign of the times that the developer was changing from a four bed house type to a three bed house type.  Councillor Mansfield raised Managers Order 68/09 the refusal of permission to the change in trading hours for a take-away in Sexton Street.  He said that he welcomed the decision not to increase the trading hours as it was a largely residential area, but he asked for an update in relation to the opening hours of the mobile takeaway that was located in the EuroSpar car park.  The Town Clerk stated that this was governed by the Casual Trading Bye Laws and that these would be coming back before the Council for adoption before the end of the year.  
NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor Damien Geoghegan

“That Dungarvan Town Council calls on the Government to ensure that adequate funding is provided in order to secure the future of rural transport services such as Deiselink.”

Councillor Geoghegan stated that while it could be perceived that removal of the Deiselink rural transport service would have a bigger impact on the County than on the town, he stated that an awful lot of people were doing business in the town due to the fact that they had easy access through the Deiselink Rural Transport.  He stated that Bord snip reviewed the cost of all services but did not know the value of most of those.  All the members agreed that the removal of the rural transport services such as Deiselink would be a travesty and would lead to social isolation for elderly rural dwellers.  They stated that the closing of Garda stations and post offices had already contributed to social isolation for these people and in a lot of cases the rural Deiselink was the only contact they had with the outside world.  The members asked that the Town Clerk write to Minister Eamonn O’Cuiv in the Department of Finance to strongly oppose any proposed cuts to the rural transport services.  Councillor Wright stated that Dungarvan CEDP had recently carried out research relating to ring a link and she stated that Deise link needed to be looked at in conjunction with this research to see if a better service could be provided.  It was agreed that this would be examined.  It was agreed that there was cross party support for this and the Government were no longer in a position to ignore the human face of these cuts.
NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor Brendan Mansfield

“That Dungarvan Town Council review the situation in the town with regard to public charitable collections and any Bye-Laws relating to same.”

Councillor Mansfield stated that on two occasions during the summer there were four different charities collecting outside four different premises in Dungarvan.  He said that this was unsustainable that the tactics were intimidatory and did not reflect well on the charities on whose behalf they were collecting.  All the members agreed with this and stated that local fundraising did suffer because there was so much competition going on with national charities for the limited funding available.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would seek legal advice to see if local bye-laws could be introduced where national permits were issued.  The Town Clerk stated that he would revert back to the Council as soon as he had received that advice of the Council’s law agent.

NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor Brendan Mansfield
“That Dungarvan Town Council in the interests of health and safety also begins to enforce its environment policy and ban all bonfires in residential areas.”

Councillor Mansfield stated that there were three areas of the town that were principally used for bonfires on Halloween, namely Gallows hill,  “ The Cuts “ in Childers estate and the railway walk  in Abbeyside and stated that it was only a matter of time before someone was killed, as these bonfires had become a front for anti-social behavior and criminality.  A number of the Councillors agreed and stated that other Local Authorities had put on counter attractions to give youths an alternative to a bonfire on the night in question.  Councillor Wright stated that it was horrendous leading up to the bonfires for local residents. Councillor Geoghegan stated that the gathering of debris goes on for a few months and some residents were using the bonfires as a means of disposing of household rubbish.  Councillor Wright asked if a decision was made in respect of the abolition of bonfires how would it be enforced?  The Town Manager stated that he would have the matter examined and would report back to the October meeting.  Councillor Conway stated that the parents had a duty of care in respect of their children and that this needed to be enforced.  It was agreed that an alternative event like fireworks and a parade that could be completed by 9 p.m. would be worth considering. Cllr. Mansfield stated that the burden that these bonfires were putting on the emergency services was unsustainable.  
TIDY TOWNS REPORT
The Town Clerk stated that the report in principle was quite positive and the towns marks had improved from 281 to 284.  He stated that this was to be welcomed, as it was necessary to carry out further improvements to achieve a silver medal status.  Councillor Wright stated that the report had mentioned a number of derelict sites in the town and stated that the Council should be more proactive in respect of these.  The Town Clerk stated that he would prepare a report in respect of derelict sites and take the appropriate action in the future.  Councillor Mansfield also stated that the report also mentioned the possibility of pedestrianising Davitts Quay and he stated that it was time for all stakeholders to come together next year to see if this could be done.  He said it had previously been attempted but had been abandoned due to safety concerns surrounding excessive alcohol intake.  Councillor Higgins agreed and said that the quay was a jewel in the crown of Dungarvan and that it should be used to maximum effect.  He also stated that the redevelopment of Walton Park was a great success and asked if the council would consider donating a piece of ground to the Probis for a bowling green.  He also stated that a boardwalk on the sunny side of the quay should be considered in the future.  Councillor Cosgrove also stated that action was needed on derelict buildings and the council needed to be firmer in its stance.  Councillor Conway also congratulated the tidy towns committee and the council outdoor staff. She stated that the no parking restriction on the quay side of Davitts quay should be enforced.  The Town Engineer stated the lining was to be carried out in the near future and that it would enforced from now on.  Unfortunately after 5.30 p.m. the enforcement was a matter for the Gardaí.  Councillor O’Mahony also congratulated the tidy towns committee and the council outdoor staff who he said were severely under paid for the work that they did.  Councillor Rossiter also thanked the outdoor staff of council and stated that there was an ongoing job to be done. She stated that with close co-operation between the general public, the tidy towns committee and the council, improvements could be achieved year on year.  
FIX DATE FOR JPC MEETING
It was agreed that the first JPC meeting for Dungarvan would be held on the 28th September at 12.00 noon.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor O’Mahony
1. Stated that the ESB’s response to repairs of public lights was very poor and asked that the Town Clerk contact them with a view to having this improved.  
Councillor Conway
1. Stated that a number of trees in Seapark had grown to such an extent that they were blocking out the street lighting and asked that the Council examine this.  
2. Stated that now that we were heading into the winter she asked that the Council would carry out preventative maintenance in cleaning the drains around the town.  
3. Enquired about the replacement of the CCTV pole on Davitts Quay.  The Town Clerk stated that this pole had been damaged by a truck delivering to Garveys and the Gardaí had indicated that the camera had been repaired and that the pole would be reinstated in the near future.  
4. Stated that a number of footpaths were poor around the town for those using walking frames.  The Town Engineer asked that she would report any specific locations to him.  
5. Stated that there was an area of ground between Tournore Court and Tournore Park that needed to be maintained.  The Town Clerk stated that this land was in private ownership but he expected some developments in respect of this in the near future.  
Councillor Wright
1. Stated that she was still waiting for the sign to say there was an entrance to a housing estate ahead at Childers Estate on the Youghal Road.  The Town Clerk stated that this was ordered and that he would follow it up before the next meeting.  
Councillor Mansfield 
1. Asked if some traffic calming could be carried out on the Monang road in the medium to short term.  The Town Clerk stated that speed cushions had been ordered and that they would be fitted in the near future.  
2. Stated that the temporary bollards erected at the Burgery had proved successful, however, he asked if more permanent traffic calming could be provided at this location.  The Town Engineer stated that it was a matter for Waterford County Council and that he would take the matter up with them and report back to the October meeting.   
3. Stated that the country’s attitude to suicide was still very poor and stated that the recent death of Darren Sutherland had brought more focus on suicide.  He stated that it was appalling that the government funding on mental health had been cut back dramatically at a time when it needed to be increased.  Councillor O’Mahony stated that a number of the support services that Darren Sutherland availed of while an amateur boxer were no longer available to him when he turned professional.  He said that this would have been a contributing factor to his deteriorating mental health.  Councillor Higgins agreed with this and said that 80% of suicides were in young men and that generally speaking they were not the type to seek help, as they saw it as a weakness.  
Councillor Cosgrove
1. Agreed with Councillor Conway that the drains needed to be cleaned prior to the rainy season coming in particularly in Strandside South.
2. Asked that the pedestrian access from Scanlon’s yard to Mary Street be looked at as it was still continuing to be a problem with littering and youths gathering in this area.  The Town Clerk stated that he would look at this matter.
Councillor Rossiter
1. Asked for an update in relation to the lining of the square.  The Town Engineer stated that he expected this work to commence next week.  
2. Asked that a list of right of ways be drawn up and a maintenance programme for these also be drawn up.  The Town Clerk said that he would look at this for the 2010 Budget.  

3. Stated that the railing in St Mary’s Church of Ireland graveyard was slanting severely and that this needed to be rectified.  She also stated that the footpath was in very poor condition and asked if the graffiti on the wall could be removed as soon as possible.  

Councillor Geoghegan

1. Asked that the pumping station in Fr Twomey’s road which was no longer in use, have its appearance improved.  The Town Clerk stated that he would examine the matter.  

2. Asked that the footpath on the left hand side of Ard Scoil na Deise be looked at with a view to removing the problem of the water ponding.  The Town Engineer stated he would examine this issue.  

RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions were marked as read.
CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was marked as read.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  ___________________________________

Dated:  ____________________________________
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