Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of the Lismore Joint Policing Committee
held in the Civic Offices, The Monastery, Lismore
 on 
Monday 1st March, 2010 at 7.30pm



                        Cllr Orla Russell presided:
Present:
Cllr John Heneghan 


Superintendant Tom O’Grady, Dungarvan
Cllr Julie Landers 


Garda Bertie Moloney, Dungarvan
Cllr Bernard Leddy 

     
Mrs. Caroline Coleman, Community Forum.


Cllr Ken Madden  

     
Mrs Mary O’Brien, Community Forum.


Cllr Jan Rotte  


Mr Michael Walsh, Community Forum. 


Cllr Joseph Tobin 



Cllr David Whelan

Officials Present:
Town Clerk



Mr Eric Flynn

Town Manger


Mr Frank Curran 

Apologies:





Cllr Jimmy O'Gorman 

At the onset of the meeting Cllr Bernard Leddy welcomed in particular the Gardai and the Community Forum Representatives to the meeting.  He then called for nominations for the position of Chair.  

1. Election of Chair

Cllr Orla Russell was proposed by Cllr John Heneghan, seconded by Cllr Julie Landers.  

There being no other proposals, Cllr Orla Russell acceded to the Chair. 
2. Election of Vice Chair

Cllr Orla Russell then requested nominations for the position of Vice Chair.
Cllr Julie Landers was proposed by Cllr Ken Madden seconded Cllr Joseph Tobin.

There were no other proposals.  

3. Adoption of Standing Orders

Cllr John Heneghan requested that an additional item be included in the standing orders to the effect that there should be a minimum of two meetings per annum of this committee which was unanimously agreed.  Standing orders were then adopted on the proposal of Cllr Bernard Leddy, seconded by Cllr Jan Rotte.  

4. Report by An Garda Síochána
Superintendant Tom O’Grady recounted his experience with regard to two other policing committees in the county.  He stated that in terms of Lismore he was willing to listen to the needs of the community as indentified by this committee.  He stated that currently the Dungarvan Policing Committee was working well and he recounted examples of where work at committee level led to positive action on the ground in terms of cooperation between the Gardai and the Local Authority.    In relation to crime in Lismore, he stated that there were only nine public order offences in the town last year.  However, on a negative note, he stated that there has been a trend of increased break-ins since January in the area.  Other areas of concern included Street Lighting where particular lights could be out of order for months on end.  

In response to Cllr Jan Rotte, Superintendent Tom O'Grady stated that there has been a decline in the drug problem in the town but there continues to be a problem in Lismore as indeed there is in every town in the country.  In this regard Cllr John Heneghan referred to the presentation given by the Gardai in the School recently which he felt would be more appropriate were it given to the parents instead.  Mr Michael Walsh referred to noise pollution in particular in the vicinity of the Car Park. Superintendent Tom O'Grady stated that the Gardai were currently sourcing specific equipment to gauge noise which could be used as part of the legal process.  Mrs Mary O'Brien referred to the continuous problem of litter in the Car Park while Mrs Caroline Coleman thought that there was a need for the lowering of the speed limit throughout the town.  The Town Manager stated that there would be a full speed review throughout the county in the coming year.  

Cllr Julie Landers referred to the continuous problem of double parking in the vicinity of the primary school.  Mr Michael Walsh felt that there was a need nationally to introduce the American system where vehicles could not overtake parked school buses while children were dismounting.    

Superintendent Tom O'Grady stated that policing was a collective responsibility and that issues such as those raised could form part of a future policing policy.  The Town Clerk highlighted a problem in Bothar MoChuda where children were climbing the wall from this estate into the Mills.  In addition he referred to the problem of parking in the loading bay in the Mall.  Cllr John Heneghan felt that many Lorries totally ignore this loading bay and do not mind inconveniencing people by double parking throughout the Main Street.  Superintendent Tom O'Grady felt that part of the answer here was the implementation of a previous proposal where a traffic warden would be appointed to police the three towns in the west.  
In conclusion Superintendent Tom O'Grady stated that he looking forward to working with this committee and addressing where possible the needs of the community.

5. Agenda for future meetings

It was agreed that the following items would form the basis of an agenda for the next meeting:

· Litter

· Noise Pollution

· Poor Parking / Schools

· Yellow lines

· Community Alert
· Fliers – Residential Homes
6. Dates for future meetings 
It was agreed that in the event there was a specific problem of grave concern a meeting of this committee could be held prior to any monthly meeting of the Lismore Town Council subject to the necessary notices being adhered to.  

The next meeting was scheduled for Monday 6th September 2010.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed ________________________________________________

Dated _____________________________________
