COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 10th October, 2005, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Ger Barron, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Liam Brazil


Cllr. John Carey




Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Dan Cowman




Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Patrick Daly




Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan




Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Pat Leahy




Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent




Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan




Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin




Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Mary Greene




Cllr. B. Kyne



Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan 


IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Martin Walsh, A/Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services & County Engineer

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Mr. Paul Daly, Senior Engineer

Ms. Tess O’Brien, A/County Secretary

Méara G. Barron proposed suspension of Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, to view a presentation on Lismore which had achieved gold medal status in the Entente Floral Competition.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer introduced the video to both members and staff.  Cllr. D. Doocey congratulated the staff of Waterford County Council for the support given to the town.  Also associated with the vote of congratulations were Cllrs. Tobin and Wilkinson.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager agreed to circulate the presentation to all Councillors.

Méara G. Barron welcomed the newly appointed Head of Finance, Mr. Michael Quinn, to Waterford County Council and wished him every success in the future.

Cllr. J. Tobin welcomed journalist John A. Murphy to the meeting, following a lengthy absence due to ill health, and wished him well in the future. 

Méara G. Barron then received approval from the Council to move on item No. 8 of the Agenda.  

(8)
WASTE MANAGEMENT UPDATE

Mr. P. Daly, Senior Engineer gave a presentation to the members on Waste Management.  He referred to the Draft Plan for the South East Region stating that it was a revision of a previous Plan adopted in 2002.  Provision was made for the following in the Draft Plan:  thermal treatment, dry materials facility, bring banks and 3 bin collection system which is already in operation by Waterford County Council.  An inventory of sites where dumping has been carried out in the past was also a requirement.  He stated that the EPA was taking Waterford County Council to the Circuit Court in November for failure to carry out remediation works in Tramore and Dungarvan landfills.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that this will have major cost implications for Waterford County Council.

· Cllr. P. Coffey proposed that the legacy issues be included in any submission made by Waterford County Council to the SEWMP.  He stated that the cost of same should be recognized by Central Government.  He also recommended that the local authority be very involved in any Public Private Partnership relating to waste management.  This was seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan.  

· In reply to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that nothing concrete has been received back from the meeting held with the M.E.P.’s.   The suggestion was that funding was a matter for central government.

· Cllr. T. Higgins, along with a number of Councillors raised concern at the proposal to provide an incinerator and referred to the dioxins created by such facilities.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that when operated properly incineration is very effective.   He added that more dioxins are created by people illegally burning rubbish.    

· In reply to Cllr. A.M. Power, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that the Council was in regular contact with the Department and that the County Manager was a member of a high level Task Force dealing with the issue.  He added that every effort would be made to access funding for remediation costs.

· Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services responded to Cllr. B. Mansfield confirming that the composting facility would likely become part of the Public Private Partnership.

· On the proposal of Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power it was agreed to hold a workshop in November, to discuss the matter in greater detail and to prepare a submission on the Draft Plan for the South East Region.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of Mr. Jim Flynn, brother-in-law of Cllr. Nora Flynn.

(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12th SEPTEMBER, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 12th September, 2005, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.  The following matters arose in relation to the minutes of the September meeting.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Development charges


Ms. T. O’Brien, A/County Secretary informed the Council that a full report would issue for the November Council meeting.

(b)
Proposed Ballyrandle Roundabout, Clonea Road
Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services, to forward report to Cllr. T. Wright.

(c)
Tallow Garda Station


Cllr. J. Tobin requested letter of thanks to issue as the complement of staff has since increased in Tallow Garda Station.

(d)
Road into Passage


Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services stated that consultants report was awaited and undertook to forward a copy to Cllr. J. Carey, on receipt.

(e)
Traffic at The Pike


Cllr. P. Nugent requested that the neon sign at The Pike be moved as it was causing visibility problems for traffic.

(f)
Spreading at Ballyduff/Camphire


Cllr. J. Tobin requested that Waterford County Council investigate responsible for spreading in County Waterford.  Mr. P. Daly, Senior Engineer stated that the licence was originally issued to Dairygold and added that he had been in contact with the EPA and that the situation was currently under investigation.  Full report to issue to Cllr. J. Tobin when complete.

(g)
Cheese plant, Kilmeaden


In response to Cllr. P. Coffey, Mr. B. White, Director of Services stated that the decision had been  made to re-locate to Co. Kilkenny.   He confirmed that the Council would remain in close contact with Glanbia in order to stay abreast of the situation.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of September, 2005 having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of September, 2005 together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Further information requests
Cllr. L. Brasil referred to planning files recently examined by him and noted that Waterford County Council had requested further information from a large number of applicants.  He requested that architects be made fully aware of what is required when planning applications are being submitted to the Planning Authority to avoid delay in planning decisions and also avoid additional cost on applicants.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services acknowledged the difficulties caused by further information requests and stated that it added to the workload of planning staff.  He advised that an information meeting was held in 2001 for architects following the introduction of the Planning & Development Act and that it was proposed to hold a similar meeting when the new planning application form is received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.   It was anticipated that the revised form would be clearer and alleviate problems.  

(b)
Ballymacarbry Community Centre

Cllr. P. Coffey thanked Waterford County Council for their assistance to date in dealing with this application and added that it would receive support.  In reply to Cllr. Coffey, Mr. D. McCarthy Director of Services stated that a material contravention would require the support of ¾ of the members and added that he anticipated that that this would be listed as an agenda item for the November meeting.

(4)(a)
CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF COUNCIL OFFICES, WEST STREET, LISMORE, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, it was agreed to proceed with the disposal of Council Offices, West Street, Lismore, Co. Waterford to Mari Mina Pharmacy Limited, Lismore, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson,

Seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the disposal of Council Offices, West Street, Lismore, Co. Waterford, to Mari Mina Pharmacy Limited, Lismore, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €383,000.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
Cllrs. Higgins, Tobin and Geoghegan stated that any public building disposed of by Waterford County Council should be sold by public auction in order to obtain best market value.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager felt that the best price was obtained for the Area Offices, Lismore, which were sold by an auctioneer.  He confirmed that future sales of public buildings would be by public auction.

(4)(b)
CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 580m2 (0.058ha) at T.J. MURPHY PLACE, ABBEYSIDE, DUNGARVAN, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001


On the proposal of Cllr. P. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to proceed with the disposal of 580m2 (0.058ha) at T.J. Murphy Place, Abbeyside, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford to Dungarvan Town Council, Civic Offices, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €80,000.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the disposal of 580m2 (0.058ha) at T.J. Murphy Place, Abbeyside, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, to Dungarvan Town Council, Civic Offices, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €80,000.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(5) REPORT ON AGREEMENTS UNDER PART V OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2001

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services referred to the Report as circulated and stated that Waterford County Council was successfully implementing Part V since its introduction.  Mr. Walsh referred to the Auditor’s report which had highlighted a €53,000 loss to Waterford County Council and explained that this was due to mathematical errors.   He confirmed that the errors were discovered in-house and that immediate steps were taken to ensure that adequate checks were put in place to ensure that the situation could not recur.    He confirmed that the errors were brought to the attention of the Auditor who had stated in his report that he was satisfied with the checks in place and that no further action was warranted.   Mr. Walsh added that each application was different and each calculation was, as a consequence, extremely complex.  

· Cllr. D. Geoghegan stated that Councillors should have been informed of the error when it occurred.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager replied that it was brought to the Councillors’ attention in the Auditors Report.  

· Cllr. T. Wright requested a detailed report on each Part V agreement and stated that the report circulated did not contain sufficient information.    Cllr. Geoghegan concurred and requested full details of all Part V agreements, relevant to every developments.  Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services stated that no two applications were the same and that it would be inappropriate to have commercially sensitive information in the public arena.   He added that publication of such information would seriously compromise the Council’s future negotiating ability.   

· Cllr. T. Higgins welcomed social and affordable housing but expressed concern at the lack of integration.   Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services stated that this was not the case with developments within the county, where the Council actively sought to acquire houses within private developments.  Mr. Walsh went on to cite specific examples of integrated developments.   Cllr. Higgins also expressed reservations about applicants being approved for Affordable Housing and subsequently moving ahead career wise.  Mr. Walsh stated that qualifying criteria for Affordable Housing are very clear and must be implemented accordingly.

· In reply to Cllr. P. Daly, Mr. Walsh, A/Director of Services stated that allocation of monies taken in under Part V was directed by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.

· Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services informed Cllr. P. Coffey that guidelines, issued by the Department, govern calculation of Part V liability and were being diligently applied.   Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that each Part V agreement was subject to internal checks and independent external audit.   He expressed his confident that Part V agreements were being proactively approached and fairly applied by Waterford County Council.

· In reply to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that Mr. Jack Lillis had been appointed as Internal Auditor, with his sole duties relating to this function. 

(6)
DIFFERENTIAL RENT SCHEME


Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services referred to the Differential Rent Scheme for 2006, which was distributed to Councillors for information.   He added that no major changes in the system had been effected.  

(7)
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF DRAFT ROADSIDE SIGNAGE POLICY 

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, it was agreed to adopt the Roadside Signage Policy as circulated.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,  

Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Roadside Signage Policy, as circulated.”
(9)
ESTABLISHMENT OF RIVER BASIN DISTRICT ADVISORY COUNCILS – SOUTH WEST

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, it was unanimously agreed to nominate Cllr. Declan Doocey and Cllr. James Tobin to the River Basin District Advisory Council – South West Region.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council nominate Cllr. D. Doocey and Cllr. J. Tobin          to the South Western River Basin Advisory Council.”
(10) SOCIAL INCLUSION GRANT SCHEME

Ms. Rena Cody referred to the Scheme as circulated.  In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, she confirmed that all applicants would be contacted in detail, with regarding to the decision on their grant application.   She also confirmed that unsuccessful applicants would have the opportunity to re-apply.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy,  

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Social Inclusion Grant Scheme, as circulated.”
(11)
PROGRESS REPORTS 
MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
R680

Cllr. P. Coffey requested that this road be down graded as he felt it no longer merited regional road status.   Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services stated that this would be a matter for the Department, however, he felt that this would not be wise given that a downgrade in status would directly impact on the level of grant funding.

(b)
Hedge cutting

In reply to Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services confirmed that he would contact the Area Engineer with regard to Ballygunnermore Road/Copper Alley.  

 (c)
Road near Tallow School

Cllr. D. Doocey referred to junction/roads in this area.  Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services confirmed that proposals would be included in the 2006 Road Works’ Programme. 
(d)
Removal of materials
Cllr. T. Cronin referred to materials left on the side of the road off the N25, opposite Moonamean school.  Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services to contact Roadstone.

(e)
Water trap, Kielys Cross


Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services informed Cllr. Cronin that he would have the Area Engineer rectify the problem identified.

(f)
Speed limits


Cllr. D. Doocey requested that a speed limit be enforced on the R672 road, along with Dunhill Village and Kilmacthomas.  Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services stated that a speed limit review would be carried out for the entire county and the areas mentioned could be reviewed at that stage.

(g)
Cloneety


Cllr. T. Wright requested that consideration be given to flood alleviation in this area when work is being carried out on the new Wolfe Tone Road.   Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services confirmed that the problem would be addressed.

(h)
Cappoquin/Camphire Road


Cllr. J. Tobin recommended that the trees etc. on this road be cut back in the interest of safety.  Cllr. K. Wilkinson agreed and requested that a survey be carried out.  Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services confirmed that Area Engineers would be serving hedge cutting notices on landowners.   He also confirmed that appropriate follow up action would be taken in the event of non-cooperation.

Sanitary Services
(a)
Ring/Helvick and Ballinacourty/Deelish Water Supply

Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services confirmed to Cllr. B. Mansfield that adequate water sources had not been located in these areas.  Cllr. Wright asked if developments will continue in Ballinroad if a suitable source was not located.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services advised that applications for further development would be considered premature until an alternative supply was sourced.

(b)
West Waterford Scheme

In response to Cllr. D. Doocey’s queries regarding the supply to Kilmore/Tallow and Glencairn/Lismore, Mr. V. O’Connor confirmed that a drilling contract has been awarded and work had commenced.

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by P. O’Callaghan it was agreed to suspend Standing

Order to continue the meeting until 5:15p.m.

Fire
(a)
Tramore Fire Station

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan requested that provision be made in the Budget for 2 additional fire crew members.  Mr. D. McCarthy advised that cover for Tramore was provided by Waterford city and that no gap in the service had been identified.

(b)
Kilmacthomas Fire Station


In reply to Cllr. L. Brasil, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that a site had been identified and that a CPO was being prepared.   As soon as the CPO was confirmed an application would be made for funding.

(c) Ardmore Fire Station

Cllr. T. Wright and Cllr. T. Cronin expressed concerns at the speed of progress on Ardmore Fire Station.
Community & Enterprise

(a)
Dunmore East
Library


In reply to Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Mr. B. White, Director of Services advised that an alternative site was being examined as there were reservation with regard to the suitability of the current site.   He anticipated that a report would be available for the November meeting. 

(b)
Tramore Library


Mr. B. White, Director of Services informed Cllr. L. O’Sullivan that art works had been re-located  to the Coast Guard Station and that work on the upgraded facilities, including installation of a lift, were scheduled to commence before year end.

(c)
Strancally Quay


In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. B. White, Director of Services agreed to follow up with Area Engineer and to report direct.

(d)
Courthouse, Lismore


Cllr. D. Doocey requested use of the Courthouse for the Dramatic Society.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager advised that there was no impediment to such usage.

(12)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1. Acknowledgement from Dept. of Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 29th September, 2005, regarding removal of excise duty from diesel.

2. Letter from An Garda Síochana, dated 16th September, 2005, regarding Tallow Garda Station.

3. Letter from Health Service Executive, dated 8th September, 2005, regarding neurology services at Waterford Regional Hospital.

4. Summer 2005 Newsletter, Confederation of European Councillors.
(13) CONFERENCES

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences for the period 9th to 23rd September, 2005, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Tom Johnson School
	Kells, Co. Meath
	9th – 11th September
	Paddy O’Callaghan



	AMAI Annual Conference
	Shannon
	15th – 17th September
	Kevin Wilkinson

Tom Cronin

	ASA Banquet 22nd & National Conference – The Agri Food Industry – A Roadmap for Success
	Tullow, Co. Carlow
	22nd – 23rd September
	Kevin Wilkinson

Tom Cronin


(14)
NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr. B. Mansfield moved on the following Motions

1.
“That Waterford County Council calls for an independent and public enquiry into the murder of Donegal County Councillor, Eddie Fullerton in 1991.”


This was proposed by Cllr. B. Mansfield, but was not seconded and consequently not debated.

2.
“That any member of Waterford County Council who attends a conference, be requested to give a brief written report on the Conference Agenda and Speakers.  The report to be included with the material for monthly meetings.”


Proposed by Cllr. B. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. T. Wright.  Méara G. Barron proposed that the procedure already in place, whereby Councillors submit documentation to the County Secretary following attendance at conferences, being adequate, should continue.   This was seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey and generally approved.

The following Notices of Motion submitted by Cllr. M. Greene were deferred to the November Council meeting:

3.
"That Waterford County Council call on the Minister for Education and Science to instigate a review of Catchment areas for school transport at both primary and secondary level."
4.
"That Waterford County Council ensure that a drainage study of Rathgormack be undertaken (as outlined in the County Development 2005-2011) as a matter of urgency."
Cllr. J. Carey moved on the following Motions:

5.
“That the Engineering Department of Waterford County Council investigate the possibility of putting traffic calming in place on the road in the area of Gaultier GAA Club and the Dunmore East Soccer Club in the interest of public safety.” 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power.  Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services confirmed that the Area Engineer would follow up.

6.
“That Waterford County Council investigate the possibility of putting car parking spaces in the area of the Strand road in Cheekpoint as there is no car parking in the village.”

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power.  Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services to discuss with restaurant owner in vicinity.

7. “That the Roads Department of Waterford County Council investigate the possibility of putting traffic calming measures in and around the roads in Crooke village.”

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power.  Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services to examine and report.

Cllr. J. Carey requested written reports on the 3 Notices of Motion.  Agreed by Mr. V. O’Connor, A/Director of Services.

      This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA
____________________________________
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