COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 11th April, 2005, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                  Cllr. John Carey, Méara

	PRESENT:
	Cllr. Gerard Barron 
	Cllr. Dan Cowman

	Cllr. Liam Brazil
	Cllr. Brendan Mansfield

	Cllr. Paudie Coffey
	Cllr. Pat Nugent

	Cllr. Teresa Wright
	Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

	Cllr. Thomas Cronin
	Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan

	Cllr. James Tobin
	Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan

	Cllr. Declan Doocey
	Cllr. Ann Marie Power

	Cllr. Nora Flynn
	Cllr. Pat Leahy

	Cllr. Mary Greene
	Cllr. Pat Daly

	Cllr. Damien Geoghegan
	Cllr. Tom Higgins

	Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson
	Cllr. Billy Kyne



IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Martin Walsh, A/Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Roads & Infrastructure

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Paul Clerkin, Head of Finance

Ms. Tess O’Brien, A/County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:-

Pope John Paul II

Tony Morrissey

Jack Curran

Nellie Keane

Tommy O’Donnell

Alan O’Shea

Benny Kenneally

Mary O’Brien

Charlie Boland

James Drohan

Kathleen Sandford

Paddy Power

Annie Murphy

Amy O’Brien

On the proposal of Cllr. K. O’Ryan seconded by Cllr. J. Carey,  the meeting was adjourned for 5 minutes as a mark of respect to the late Pope John Paul II, whom Cllr. O’Ryan described as a fearless man of the church.

(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th MARCH, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 14th March, 2005, having been previously circulated were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. K. O’Ryan.  The following matters arose in relation to the minutes of the March meeting.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Speed Limits:


In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, confirmed that final guidelines were awaited from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government and he expects to revert to the Council later in the year, via the SPC, with proposals.

(b)
PD 04/1831- AES (Irl.) Ltd.:


Cllr. P. Coffey thanked the planning department for affording a meeting with residents in relation

 to this 
application for a composting facility at Killowen, Portlaw.

(c)
Sir Thomas’ Bridge:


In reply to Cllr. M. Greene, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, confirmed that he had received a positive response, from South Tipperary County Council, subject to costings.   Agreed to share cost if reasonable.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of March 2005 having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of March, 2005 together with the list of planning applications received during the same period were noted.

MATTERS ARISING:

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Services, disagreed with comments made by Cllr. P. Daly regarding a falldown in the planning system and the general public not receiving fair play at pre-planning meetings.   Cllr. Daly also expressed his dissatisfaction at the amount of additional information requested from applicants.   Mr. McCarthy advised that there were genuine reasons for refusals and for any additional information sought.   It is very rare that persons are refused applications on their own land.

Cllr. B. Kyne stated that problems are being encountered following the introduction of the rural housing guidelines and that some applicants are drawing up plans without the benefit of pre-planning discussions.   He accepted that frontline staff in the Planning Section are stretched to the limit.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, advised that technical staff are dealing with members of the public on a daily basis.   He referred to a recent survey which outlined that 300 people called to the planning department on what was considered a quiet week.

Cllr. P. Coffey requested a definition of local housing need and clarification on the statutory effect of the guidelines on the County Development Plan.   Mr. D. McCarthy acknowledged that the guidelines were causing difficulties, however, he confirmed that the guidelines were being very fairly interpreted by planning staff who were legally obliged to have regard to the guidelines, in preparation of the County Development Plan.

While Cllr. M. Greene complimented the staff in the Planning Section, she felt that on occasion, the additional information being requested had already been submitted with the original application.  She requested more clarity on the legal status of the housing guidelines.     Cllr. T. Cronin wished to disassociate himself from a comment made by Cllr. Greene suggesting that some applicants were telling lies with regard to information on housing need.   Cllr. J. Tobin and Cllr. D. Doocey also asked to be disassociated.

Cllr. D. Doocey suggested that a menu of usual pitfalls be included in the planning pack which would help reduce additional information requirements.

Cllr. J. Tobin queried the length of time taken to process applications, following receipt of additional information.   In response, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, advised that there is a legal obligation to allow two weeks for persons to view the additional information submitted.   In the case of more significant information there is a requirement to re-advertise.   Only in relatively few cases could planning permission be granted immediately on receipt of additional information.

(4) 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY

In response to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services, advised that value for money on property being disposed of by the Council is obtained by sale on the open market, by private treaty, via an auctioneer.   Cllr. K. O’Ryan, supported by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, felt that in the interest of transparency, Council property should be put up for public auction.   

In relation to disposal of industrial site at Riverstown, Tramore, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, advised that this was the last site in the first phase.   Five more sites would become available shortly which could be put up for public auction.   He advised that the consent of the Minister is required if selling below market value.

Following discussion, it was agreed to dispose of the following properties:-

(a)
SALE OF OLD LIBRARY BOOKSTORE, LISMORE TO MR. ROBERT LYNCH & MR. PAT GORMLEY

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, it was agreed to sell the Old Library Bookstore, Lismore to Robert Lynch & Pat Gormley.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to sell the Old Library Bookstore, Lismore to Mr. Robert Lynch, Modeligo, Cappagh & Mr. Pat Gormley, Greystones, Co. Wicklow for a consideration of €240,000, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
    (b)
SALE OF OLD LIBRARY H.Q. & COUNCIL OFFICES SITE, WEST STREET, LISMORE TO LISMORE ENTERPRISES LTD.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, it was agreed to sell the Old Library Headquarters and Council Offices Site at West Street, Lismore to Lismore Enterprises Ltd.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power,   and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the sale of the Old Library Headquarters and Council Offices Site at West Street, Lismore to Lismore Enterprises Ltd., Lismore, Co. Waterford, for a consideration of €383,000 in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

    (c)
DISPOSAL OF INDUSTRIAL SITE 5b, RIVERSTOWN INDUSTRIAL PARK, TRAMORE TO MR. THOMAS FLAVIN

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power,  it was agreed to dispose of Industrial Site 5b, Riverstown park, Tramore to Mr. Thomas Flavin, Carrigmore House, Carrigavantry, Tramore.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power,  and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to  dispose of Industrial Site 5b, Riverstown Industrial Park, Tramore to Mr. Thomas Flavin, Carrigmore House, Carrigavantry, Tramore, Co. Waterford, for a consideration of €106,800,  in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(5) SEEKING, RECEPTION & EXAMINATION OF TENDERS

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services, informed members that the revised procedure for tenders, whereby the monetary value has been reduced to €50,000, amended the procedure adopted at the July 2004 meeting of the Council.  The reason for the reduction was to bring procedures in line with best practice in public procurement.   On the proposal of Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to adopt the revised procedure regarding the seeking, reception & examination of tenders. 


Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey
Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, and resolved, 
"That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the revised procedures regarding the Seeking, Reception and Examination of Tenders, as presented." 

(6) MODIFICATION OF SCHEME OF LETTING PRIORITIES

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services, informed members of a modification to the existing Scheme of Letting Priorities to allow 10% of units in all new social housing developments be set aside for the housing of lone applicants without dependants, where a need is identified.   Cllr. N. Flynn expressed the opinion that it should be a minimum rather than maximum of 10%.  Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services advised that the issue had been examined in great detail by the SPC.   On the proposal of Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to modify the Scheme of Priorities for the letting of housing accommodation as presented.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey
Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, and resolved, 
"That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to modify the Scheme of Priorities for the Letting of Housing Accommodation to allow for allocation of a maximum of 10% of units in all new social housing developments, for accommodation of lone applicants, without dependants, where a need is identified." 
(7) TAKING IN CHARGE OF ROAD AT DUNMORE EAST

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to declare the road serving the development at “Oakleigh”, Killea, Dunmore East, to be a Public Road in accordance with Section II of the Roads Act, 1993.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey

Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,   and resolved

“That approval be given to declare the road serving the development at “Oakleigh”, Killea, Dunmore East, to be a public road, in accordance with Section II of the Roads Act, 1993.”

(8) PROGRESS ON HERITAGE FORUM

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, circulated a report on the first meeting of the Heritage Forum.   He confirmed that the members would be kept updated on progress.   Notices of area meetings, to facilitate discussions on the Heritage Plan, will be advertised and circulated to interested groups.   It is expected to have a Draft Five Year Heritage Plan before the Council later in the year.

Cllr. N. Flynn expressed concern with regard to funding for implementation of the Plan and the fact that no income had been promised from Central Government.

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, advised that the local authority must be realistic in terms of commitment and will use as many inventive sources of income as possible.   All participating agencies would share ownership and accept their fair share of the financial burden.

(9) PRIDE OF PLACE

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, informed members that the recommended entry in this all-island based competition is the Dunhill based DFBA Community Enterprises which had launched a number of major projects in their area. The competition, which is hosted by Co-operation Ireland, recognises the vital contribution that community groups make to society.

The entry of DFBA Community Enterprises in the competition was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved

“That approval be given to the selection of DFBA Community Enterprises, as Waterford’s entry in the Pride of Place competition, 2005” 

(10) TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2005 – 2008

The Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 was circulated to members.   The Programme provides for one transient halting site to be located in the west of the county at a location to be decided and covers a range of issues relating to the accommodation and social needs of travelling families.

A thorough discussion ensued on The Draft Programme.  While it is generally accepted that there is no major problem with the travelling community in this county with only 24 travelling families resident in the area, Cllr. D. Geoghegan circulated a number of suggested amendments to what he considered an unbalanced Plan.   Cllr. Geoghegan suggested that unauthorised encampments should be dealt with under existing roads, housing and sanitary legislation.  The Council should recognise that it is through the acceptance of mutual responsibility and actions that the Programme can be advanced.   The definition of indigenous travelling families should be families that have resided in the county for one year and have a direct link to the county.    Travelling families could not expect duplicate accommodation by another local authority.  The Council should support the Gardaí when dealing with trespass issues.    Cllr. Geoghegan suggested the exclusion of provision of accommodation for horses which was the responsibility of the owners.    Housing Officers in the South East should liaise in a regional effort to meet growing demands of the travelling community.  The effective management and maintenance of traveller sites is essential and a policy should be developed by the Council in relation to the management of transient sites.

In response, Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services, expressed reservation as to the legality of the inclusion of the reference to ‘indigenous’ as people who have resided in the county for one year.   

Cllr. B. Kyne suggested that further consideration needed to be given to the matter.

Cllr. P. Daly stated that the Draft Programme had already been deferred at the March meeting and that the matter needed to be progressed.

Cllr. P. Coffey stated that, ultimately, the decision lay with the Council and he fully supported Cllr. Geoghegan’s amendments.

Cllr. T. Wright expressed her complete dissatisfaction and stated that she was “totally disgusted” that the amendments were being tabled without prior consultation with the Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

Cllr. T. Higgins stated that as Chair. of the Committee he had no major objection to the amendments, as presented, however he added that the Council should be looking at providing at least one halting site, if not two.

Following further discussion, a vote by a show of hands resulted in the Draft Programme, as amended, being passed by 18 votes to 5.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey, and resolved,

“That the Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008, as amended, be adopted by this Council”
(11) WASTE MANAGEMENT UPDATE

Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager, refuted recent media reports of proposed increase in waste management charges, stating that figures revealed in the press came from a presentation to a committee meeting with the regional MEPs.   He reiterated that no decision on an increase could be made without prior consultation with the members at the Budget meeting.      Cllr. K. O’Ryan thanked the Manager for his clarification on the issue.   However, Cllr. B. Mansfield expressed the opinion that a lot of damage has already been done by the media reports.   

An informative report was circulated to members updating them on problems facing the Council on waste management issues.  Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Services, confirmed that the Materials Recovery Facility is nearing the end of its commissioning phase and that the official opening would be performed by Minister Dick Roche on 27th May.  Mr. McCarthy advised that the Council has been notified that leave to hold a Judicial Review on the Garrynagree Landfill was being sought and, consequently, it was unlikely that there would be a decision by the end of the year.   He confirmed that the EPA decision on the licence application was expected shortly.   

Mr. McCarthy advised members that remedial works, at Tramore and Dungarvan landfills, which would cost €10m, were the subject of court proceedings between the EPA and the County Council.   He stated that the EPA were under pressure from Europe and unwilling to allow extra time to carry out the works for which no funding was available.  

The commercial glass collection from pubs, hotels and restaurants is currently being re-tendered and the Council will continue to support the collection by supplying colour coded bins and maintaining a link between the customers and collector.   The collection of organic waste from commercial customers will be absorbed into the regular fortnightly organic waste collection carried out by the Council.

It was confirmed by Mr. McCarthy that the uptake on the new Brown Bin (organic) collection is not as high as anticipated and it is proposed to examine bins on collection routes.   Microchipping on the bins will be useful in retrieving information on customers using the service.   He stated that the dry recyclable collection significantly increased following enforcements.   The Council will examine byelaws to ensure that as many as possible participate in the commercial composting.   Cllr. J. Tobin referred to the fact that some rural areas of the county have no collection and the Council stands in a weak position until all areas are covered.

A thorough discussion took place on waste management issues and a number of concerns were raised by the Members of the Council.   The main concern related to the further escalation of the waste management crisis and financial problems being encountered by EPA demands.   Cllr. P. Coffey requested that the EPA be asked to meet a delegation to discuss current difficulties.   Cllr. G. Barron made particular reference to the fact that Minister for the Environment had indicated that he was not prepared to meet Members of the Council in this crisis.   Cllr. B. Kyne and Cllr. B. Mansfield both requested an update on the County Manager’s recent meeting with the Minister which was held at very short notice.   Cllr. T. Cronin asked if the Council had an alternative site if the Garrynagree site was turned down.    Cllr. N. Flynn expressed concern that the waste management service would end up being taken over by private collectors.   Cllr. B. Mansfield requested information on availability of a waiver scheme for waste management charges.   

In response, Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that while there is no formal waiver scheme in operation for hardship cases, representations could be made to the Head of Finance for a reduction in charges.   He advised Members that both he and the County Manager attended a meeting with the EPA last year at which it was stressed that the Council must comply with requirements to reinstate the landfills.    It is highly unlikely that the EPA will relent on the issue and, therefore, it is imperative that the Council examines other options.   While 90% of the County has the benefit of a waste collection, people in remote areas are urged to use Civic Amenity Sites.  Mr. McCarthy stated that three Environmental Inspectors employed by the Council are trying to identify illegal dumping and there have been some successful prosecutions to date.

The County Manager clarified that €32m had been invested in waste management between 1996 and 2004 while income, over the same period, was only €26m.    He appraised members of his meeting with Mr. Dick Roche, Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, which he confirmed had afforded him an opportunity to appraise the Minister of the financial difficulties facing the Council. He advised that the County & City Managers’ Association was looking at the issue of waste management and trying to find solutions nationally.  

(12) PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress Reports on Roads, Housing, Sanitary Services, Fire, Environment and Community & Enterprise for the month of March 2005, having been previously circulated, were noted.

MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

Dungarvan Outer Bypass:

In response to Cllr. J. Tobin’s query regarding the provision of €200,000 on a study of the Killarney Fern, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer stressed that this listed rare plant must be protected during construction of the outer bypass.   He confirmed that Consultants are appointed to undertake an environmental study which is expected to be completed in September.   The Consultant’s report will form part of the final route selection process and will identify mitigation measures to avoid destroying the fern if the existing route is selected.

Access Road at Passage East:

In reply to Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, stated that this project is at a standstill as there is no funding available in the current year.   The Feasibility Study has confirmed that the access road can be constructed if finances are available.

Waterford City Bypass & Second River Crossing:

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, advised Cllr. P. Daly that a Ministerial decision is awaited on the Viking Site at Woodstown.   It is expected that the route will be diverted.   While preliminary discussions have taken place with landowners on compensation and remediation measures, the new preferred route will not come before the Council until the Minister makes a final decision on the matter.   Cllr. Daly requested a further update at next meeting.

Spring Roundabout:

In reply to a query by Cllr. D. Geoghegan regarding upgrading of the Spring Roundabout,  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer stated that a Consultant would be appointed shortly following the public procurement process.  Design work is likely to be completed in the current year and work would take a few months to complete.

River Suir Flood Relief Scheme:

Cllr. M. Greene expressed satisfaction with the level of consultation between Suir Area Councillors and South Tipperary County Council regarding work on flood alleviation.   Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, confirmed that he was a member of the steering committee for the scheme.   Drawings for project will be made available for inspection.

Whitelining at Ballinroad:

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, advised Cllr. T. Wright that Contractors are being employed for whitelining works.   No timeframe for works, in the vicinity of Ballinroad Church and graveyard, was yet available.

Canal Bank, Portlaw:

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, to revert to Cllr. P. Coffey direct regarding commencement of picnic area at Canal Bank, Portlaw.

Housing

Disabled Persons Grants:

Cllr. M. Greene confirmed her satisfaction at the level of communication with the Community Services Manager, Clonmel regarding assessments.   She thanked Mr. Frank Curran, Housing Officer, and Ms. Deirdre Barry, Social Worker, for their input in this regard.  As major delays are still being experienced in other areas of the county, it was suggested by Cllr. K. Wilkinson that the Council should try to sever ties with the Health Service Executive and stand independently in relation to inspections.   

Fire Services
Cllr. J. Tobin, supported by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, suggested that the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government be written to regarding Tallow Fire Station.

Community & Enterprise
Cllr. L. Brazil, supported by Cllr. G. Barron, complimented the 150 volunteers involved in the Comeragh Clean-Up on Easter Monday and thanked the Council for their help with the project.   Cllr. D. Geoghegan added his compliments and also complimented the group which had carried out a clean-up in the Colligan area.   Cllr. Brazil enquired regarding dumping at Glendalligan Woods.   Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that no up-to-date information was yet available with regard to the identity of the perpetrators.

(13)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members: 


a) Letter from Dept. of Health & Children, dated 29th March, 2005, regarding Radiotherapy Services in S.E. Region

b) Letter from Petra Lawlor, Carlow, dated 2nd April, 2005, regarding cultivation of GMOs
c) Letter from G.C.C.C., dated 1st April, 2005, outlining activities of G.C.C.C.
d) Letter from G.C.C.C., dated 1st April, 2005, regarding democratic deficit in delivery of health services
e) Letter from An Post, dated 15th March, 2005, regarding post box at Ballinroad
f) Resolution from Leitrim Co. Co. regarding drift netting for salmon
g) Acknowledgement from ESB, dated 6th April, 2005, in reply to previous correspondence regarding increased electricity charges
h) Letter from Minister Dick Roche, dated 31st March, 2005, regarding request for funding for rehabilitation works at landfills.
i) Notification of public meetings regarding community broadband.

It was proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, that the motion of the General Council of County Council on the democratic deficit that has opened in relation to the delivery of health services at local level be supported.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn

Seconded by Cllr. M. Greene,  and resolved, 

“That this Council deplores the democratic deficit that has arisen in the delivery of health services since the abolition of the Health Boards and calls on Minister Harney to bring forward without delay proposals for engaging local elected members with the new Health Service Executive”.

It was proposed by Cllr. B. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, that the Council should once again write to the Minister for Health & Children, requesting a meeting with a delegation, to discuss the radiotherapy issue.

(14)
CONFERENCES

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan

Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,   and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences for the period 14th March, 2005 to 11th April, 2005, as follows”

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Galway County International Genealogical Conference
	Oranmore, Co. Galway
	19th & 20th March, 2005
	T. Higgins

	LAMA Annual Conference
	Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork
	31st Mar – 1st April, 2005
	A.M. Power

M. Greene

N. Flynn 

J. Tobin
	K. Wilkinson

T. Cronin

D. Doocey

L. O’Sullivan


(15)
NOTICES OF MOTION

Cllr. K. Wilkinson moved on the following motions:


Proposed by: Cllr. K. Wilkinson


Seconded by: Cllr. J. Tobin

a) “That Waterford County Council put a footpath in place from Deanery Hill to the Car Park in 
Lismore.”

b) “That Waterford County Council carry out improvement works to the picnic area in Mocollop, 
Ballyduff.”

c) “That Waterford County Council replant the hedging at Marion Terrace, Ballyduff.”

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, advised Cllr. Wilkinson that permission is required from the National Roads Authority to construct the footpath from Deanery Hill to the Car Park.   Partial funding would be required from the local Tidy Towns Committee.

In relation to the picnic area at Mocollop, Ballyduff, the Area Engineer had arranged to have the height restriction barrier moved and wild laurel cut back to open up the pathway.

It was confirmed to Cllr. Wilkinson that the Area Engineer had discussions with the Horticulturist regarding the hedging at Marion Terrace, Ballyduff which will be planted in the autumn.   A low retaining wall will be constructed at the base of the embankment.

Cllr. L. Brazil moved on the following motion:


Proposed by: Cllr. L. Brazil


Seconded by: Cllr. A.M. Power

“That Waterford County Council ask the Health Service Executive to consider relocating the Bonmahon Health Centre due to the danger of its present location.”

Cllr. L. Brazil, supported by a number of Councillors, again highlighted the unacceptable condition and unsuitable location of the Bonmahon Health Centre which is used five days per week.   While the Centre is located on the coast road it has no proper parking facilities. Access problems are encountered  with steep steps leading to the facility.

Ms. T. O’Brien, A/County Secretary, undertook to contact the Health Service Executive regarding this issue and to revert.

 (16)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Cllr. N. Flynn, supported by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, requested that firm action be taken regarding flashing lights at the National School, Cappoquin.   Cllr. K. Wilkinson also requested that action be taken with regard to Lismore School.

In response, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services and Co. Engineer, confirmed that a local contribution would be required, in accordance with the policy previously circulated.

      This concluded the business of the meeting.

______________________________

MÉARA
______________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNDAE 
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