COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 11th July, 2005, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                  Cllr. Ger Barron, Méara

	PRESENT:
	Cllr. John Carey 
	Cllr. Dan Cowman

	Cllr. Liam Brazil
	Cllr. Brendan Mansfield

	Cllr. Paudie Coffey
	Cllr. Pat Nugent

	Cllr. Teresa Wright
	Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

	Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan
	Cllr. Mary Greene

	Cllr. Tom Cronin
	Cllr. Declan Doocey

	Cllr. Ann Marie Power
	Cllr. Nora Flynn

	Cllr. Pat Leahy
	Cllr. Billy Kyne

	Cllr. Pat Daly
	Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

	Cllr. Tom Higgins
	Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan, Cllr. James Tobin

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Martin Walsh, A/Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer

Ms. Rena Cody, A/Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Donal Murphy, A/Head of Finance

Ms. Tess O’Brien, A/County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of the following:-

Mr. Tom Curran

Mr. Jim Hally

Mrs. Mona Bolger

On the proposal of Méara G. Barron seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey, a minutes silence was held as a mark of respect for the people who lost their lives in the recent bombings in London.

Cllr. B. Kyne proposed a vote of congratulations to Waterford City Council, the Organising Committee of the Tall Ships’ Race and the Gardaí for the success of the Tall Ships’ Festival which had portrayed Waterford city and county in a very positive light.   This was unanimously supported and it was agreed that letters should issue to all parties. Cllr. J. Carey requested that a letter should also issue to commend the outdoor staff of Waterford County Council, in the Tramore Area.

Cllr. B. Kyne also proposed a vote of congratulations to the members of Dungarvan Hill Walking Club on the success of the recent George Harney Memorial Walk & Challenge, which had raised significant funds for charity.   It was agreed that a letter would issue.

(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13th JUNE, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 13th June, 2005, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.  The following matters arose in relation to the minutes of the June meeting.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Proposed increase in Refuse charges:


In reply to Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that the matter had been discussed at CPG and that members were not happy to have an interim increase in charges but that the matter would have to be dealt with at budget time.

(b)
Pedestrian Lights at Cappoquin :

Cllr. N. Flynn enquired if pedestrian lights would be in place at Cappoquin school before September.   Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & Co. Engineer advised that the Area Engineer had obtained quotations and it was anticipated that the work would be completed.

(c)
Development at Ballinroad:

Cllr. B. Kyne said he had requested a programme of works for Ballinroad, short, medium and long term but had yet to receive a response.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer stated that Cllr. Kyne’s letter had addressed a number of complex issues, responses for which would take time to collate.   However, he assured Cllr. Kyne that a response would issue prior to the September meeting.

(d)
Development Charges:
Cllr. P. Daly requested a breakdown of development charges by electoral area.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that the information would issue to all Councillors.

(2) MINUTES OF JUNE 2005 ANNUAL MEETING

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Friday, 17th June, 2005, having been previously circulated were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. K. O’Ryan seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy.  

  (3)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of June 2005 having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (4) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of June, 2005 together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanala received during the same period were noted.

Cllr. K. Wilkinson made reference to a recent press report which intimated that Waterford County Council was leading the way in planning refusals.   Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services advised that he could not comment, not having seen the article in question.

(5) CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS ON PART VIII 7 VILLAGES – ARDMORE, 

BALLYDUFF / KILMEADEN

Cllr. L. Brazil and Cllr. G. Barron expressed concerns with regard to the location of the Waste Water Treatment Plant for the Ballyduff/Kilmeaden scheme.   Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed that the possibility of adjusting the location, on the preferred site, could be examined.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, having considered the reports on Part VIII – Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 Grouped Towns & Villages Sewerage Scheme, agree to proceed with proposed works, as recommended, in connection with :




Ardmore Sewerage Scheme – Collection System




Ballyduff / Kilmeaden Sewerage Scheme – Collection System




Ballyduff / Kilmeaden Sewerage Scheme – Wastewater Treatment Plant

(6) LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES & COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES 2005

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the Local Improvement Scheme and Community Involvement Scheme proposals as presented.”
(7) CONSIDERATION OF REPORT ON PART VIII CLONEA ROAD RE-ALIGNMENT

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins, and resolved,

“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council, having considered the report on proposed Realignment of Local Road L3011 from R675 Coast Road to Clonea Strand, agree to proceed with the proposals, as presented.” 
A presentation on the report was made by Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer who stated that the proposals were consistent with the County Development Plan and that a C.P.O. would be proceeding. 

Cllr. T. Higgins welcomed the proposals but expressed concerns as to the adequacy of parking at the castle side of Clonea.   He also expressed concerns at the lack of signage for Ballinclamper car park, which had the capacity to accommodate approximately 150 cars. 

Cllr. M. Greene, in reference to the Ballinclamper car park, asked that the ramp to the beach, which she stated to be in appalling condition, be examined and repaired.

Cllr. T. Wright expressed concerns regarding the proposed roundabout at Ballyrandle.   Cllr. B. Kyne echoed these concerns.   

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that signs indicating a car park would be reinstated at Ballinclamper cross.   He also confirmed that a safety audit would be carried out on the proposed roundabout at Ballyrandle and that funding for any works would be conditional on safety criteria being satisfied.   He confirmed that the possibility of including the roundabout area, in any future bye-laws for Ballinroad, would be examined.   Mr. O’Flynn agreed to examine the access ramp to Clonea beach, from Ballinclamper car park, however, he stressed that erosion was an ongoing problem.

(8) PROPOSAL TO DISPOSE OF LAND AT BUTLERSTOWN NORTH, CO. WATERFORD, BEING A DISUSED QUARRY TO PATRICK LYNCH & OTHERS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001 

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to dispose of 1.267 acres of land at Butlerstown North to Mr. Patrick Lynch, Shane Lynch, Edward Lynch, Martin O’Shea and Matthew O’Shea for a consideration of €25,000, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that this was a disused quarry located at the back of the Ramada Hotel, and would not be used as a quarry in the future.

(9) CONFIRMATION OF C.P.O. FOR AIRPORT ROAD (R708)

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, and resolved,

“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with Compulsory Purchase Order No. 1, 2005 R708 Airport Road Realignment (Killure to Ballygarran), as presented.” 
(10) PROPOSED RIVER SUIR DRAINAGE SCHEME

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer stated that details of the proposed scheme had been on public display from 31st May to 1st July in the Town Hall, Clonmel.  He outlined the main proposals of the scheme and advised the members that it was a reserved function to consider the proposals and to make any appropriate submissions to the O.P.W. by 22nd July, 2005.

It was agreed that Mr. O’Flynn would examine the proposals in detail and would ensure that the various concerns raised, regarding landowners downstream of the works, were incorporated in a submission to be made to the O.P.W. within the specified time frame.

(11) SMALL TOWNS & VILLAGES INITIATIVES – PROVISION OF WATER SERVICES

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved,
“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree the adoption of the policy for the provision of Water Services Infrastructure in Small Towns & Villages, as presented.” 
(12) PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENT WITH WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 85 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. P.Coffey, and resolved,
“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to enter into an agreement with Waterford City Council, in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001, to facilitate advancing the N25 Waterford City By Pass project.” 
(13) PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OF LAND AT CROBALLY UPPER, TRAMORE, CO. WATERFORD TO MICHAEL & MICHELLE POWER, KILMEADEN, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Cowman, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to transfer ownership of  0.169 acres of land at Site No. 6, Crobally, Tramore to Michael & Michelle Power, Gerhannagh House, Kilmagemogue, Kilmeaden, Co. Waterford for a consideration of €100,000, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(14) PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OF LAND AT CHEEKPOINT, CO. WATERFORD TO AIDEN & MARIAN MCALPINE, CHEEKPOINT, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Cowman, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to transfer ownership of  0.015 acres of land contained in Folio 3087, in the townland of Cheekpoint, Co. Waterford to Aiden & Marian McAlpine, Cheekpoint, Co. Waterford for a consideration of €1.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(15) PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OF LAND AT SITE NO. 5, CROBALLY UPPER, TRAMORE, CO. WATERFORD, TO RACHEL KIELY & ANTHONY FLEMING, TRAMORE, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Cowman, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to transfer ownership of  0.168 acres of land, at Site No. 5, Crobally, Tramore, Co. Waterford to R. Kiely & A. Fleming, 3 Garrarun Close, Moonvoy, Tramore, Co. Waterford for a consideration of €100,000, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(16) HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS SCHEME, 2005

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Higher Education Grants Scheme, 2005 as presented.”

Cllr. N. Flynn, supported by Cllr. G. Barron asked that the Council write to the Minister for Education requesting a review of income limits, as the current limits were resulting in certain sectors of society being disadvantaged.
(17) ADOPTION OF COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN, 2005 – 2011

A briefing on the process involved in preparing and reviewing the County Development Plan was made by Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, who recommended adoption of the plan.   Mr. McCarthy drew the members’ attention to an amendment which had been placed before the CPG, and circulated to members, extending the scope of “Local Area”.   The revised parameters defined “Genuine Local Housing Needs Criteria” as being within 7km of that source, thus extending the sphere diameter to 14km.

Cllr. T. Wright expressed concerns regarding the zoning of land in the Ardmore area for the purpose of providing a Waste Water Treatment Plant.

Cllr. N. Flynn welcomed parts of the new plan but expressed reservations in relation to the rural housing guidelines, which she felt were creating “classes” of people.   She also felt that traffic management should be incorporated in the plan.

Cllr. B. Mansfield stated he would not support the plan due to concerns he had in relation to the Ardmore Waste Water Treatment Plant and also re-zoning at Ballinacourty.

Cllr. P. Coffey expressed concerns regarding Ballymacarbry village and stated that it was critical that re-zoning should proceed for a community centre.   He also expressed the opinion that the Council should invest in infrastructure and ensure that necessary infrastructure was in place prior to lands being re-zoned.

Cllr. K. Wilkinson proposed that the plan be amended to discount the provisions of the rural housing guidelines, in instances where a site was deemed suitable from a technical view point.   This proposed amendment was supported by Cllr. T. Cronin.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services advised that such an amendment could not be accepted as the Council was bound to incorporate the rural housing guidelines in the plan.  Legal opinion, recently received, had confirmed that the guidelines were legally and constitutionally sound.  

Cllr. J. Carey complimented the Planning staff of Waterford County Council and expressed his support for the plan.  He proposed that the plan, as amended in relation to the definition of “Local Area” be adopted.   This proposal was seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey.

The adoption of the County Development Plan 2005 – 2001 was then put to a vote, resulting as follows:

For :

16

Against :
  5

In Favour: 
Cllr. G. Barron, Cllr. L. Brazil, Cllr. P. Coffey, Cllr. J. Carey, Cllr. D. Cowman, Cllr. P. 




Daly, Cllr. D. Doocey, Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Cllr. M. Greene, Cllr. T. Higgins, Cllr. B. 




Kyne, Cllr. P. Leahy, Cllr. P. Nugent, Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Cllr. K. O’Ryan, 


Cllr. A.M. Power.

Against:
Cllr. T. Cronin, Cllr. N. Flynn, Cllr. B. Mansfield, Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Cllr. T. Wright.

The County Development Plan 2005 – 2011, as amended, was then formally adopted.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the County Development Plan 

2005 – 2011, as amended.”

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager complimented the Planning staff and the elected members for adopting the plan and confirmed that the plan would be implemented as consistently as possible.

(18) PROGRESS REPORTS

MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

Cllr. P. Nugent enquired if there was a proposal for a vehicular underpass at Piltown cross.   Cllr. T. Cronin advised that a meeting with the Minister had been requested, on the issue, and that he would inform Cllr. Nugent once a response had been received.

Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer, advised that a proposal for a vehicular underpass had been discussed with the N.R.A., however no funding had been approved.   A 3m x 3m pedestrian underpass was proposed.

Cllr. P. Daly expressed concerns in relation to the turn off for Kill on the Waterford road which was causing serious congestion and significant delays.   He stated that a turning lane was urgently required.

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer stated that the Kill junction had been designed by R.D.O. staff and approved by the N.R.A.    However, he confirmed that he would bring the Cllrs. concerns to the attention of the relevant parties.

Cllr. M. Greene requested an update on works at Sir Thomas’ Bridge, Clonmel.

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that quotations were currently being sought by South Tipperary County Council and that more information would be available by the end of the week.

Cllr. N. Flynn asked that the Area Engineers be asked to carry out an audit on dangerous hedges throughout the county.

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that he would ask the Area Engineers to examine potential road safety issues and signs which were obscured.

Cllr. T. Wright requested an update on proposals for Kilminion cross.

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, confirmed that designs were currently being examined and that a public notice would shortly appear in the press, with regard to the proposed one-way system.

Sanitary Services

Cllr. M. Greene raised concerns with regard to future use of the former Glanbia depot in Rathgormack which closed in May 2004 and is currently up for sale.  The water source for the village, she advised, was located in the yard of this depot and this was obviously a matter of some concern to the residents.

Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager confirmed that he would look into the matter.

Housing
Cllr. T. Wright  requested a full report on the number of units acquired under Part V and details of all monies received to date.

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services confirmed that a report would be prepared and would issue to all members.

Cllr. K. Wilkinson requested a report on the number of demountable dwelling in use throughout the county.   He also requested that works be carried out on the old primary school in Cappoquin which had fallen into severe disrepair.

Mr. M. Walsh A/Director of Services advised that a design for the school property was currently being prepared.   He confirmed that a report on demountables would be supplied.
Fire Services

Cllr. N. Flynn expressed concerns that the relevant emergency service was not always being dispatched to the scene of an incident, if not requested by the person calling 999.   She enquired as to the protocol used by central control for assessing which service was required.   She also requested a report on emergency response.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed to examine and report back at next council meeting.   He also confirmed that a report on Exercise Blackwater would be submitted for the September meeting.

Environment
Cllr. K. Wilkinson asked about the implication of the new legislation governing white goods.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that white goods could be brought free of charge to civic amenity centers.

Cllr. D. Doocey enquired why charges at the Lismore Civic Amenity site had recently increased.

In response Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services advised that there was an imbalance in the charges and it was decided to raise the fee to €20.00.  

Community & Enterprise

Cllr. T. Wright informed the council that funding of €1million has been received for development at the former Presentation Convent site in Dungarvan and extended congratulated those involved.

Cllr. M. Greene welcomed the fact that the Rural Transport initiative had been extended to include transport to and from Day Care Centres.

(19)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1.
Letter from Fingal County Council dated 16th June, 2005 regarding the Morris tribunal.


2.
Letter from An Post dated 1st July, 2005 acknowledging receipt of correspondence from Waterford County Council.

3.
Letter from Minister Mary Harney dated 28th June, 2005 acknowledging receipt of correspondence from Waterford County Council in relation to the Health Service Executive.

4.
Letter from An Garda Sίochána dated 4th July, 2005 acknowledging receipt of correspondence from Waterford County Council.

5.
Letter from Monaghan Town Council, dated 1st July, 2005 regarding Notice of Motion to appoint a single Ombudsman.

6.
Letter from Minister Dermot Ahern T.D., acknowledging receipt of correspondence from Waterford County Council regarding illegal Irish immigrants living in the U.S.

7.
Letter from the Minister for Justice, dated 4th July, 2005 acknowledging receipt of letter requesting a replacement Garda for Tallow Garda Station.

8.
Letter from An Post, dated 6th July, 2005 acknowledging receipt of correspondence from Waterford County Council of 30th June, 2005 requesting a delegation from An Post to address members.

9.
Letter from Minister Mary Harney dated 5th July, 2005 acknowledging receipt of correspondence from Waterford County Council requesting a meeting with a delegation from Waterford County Council to discuss the issue of radiotherapy in the South East.

10.
Letter from Minister Dick Roche dated 1st July, 2005 acknowledging receipt of letter regarding the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme.

(19) CONFERENCES

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene

Seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences for the period 14th May, 2005 to 14th July, 2005, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines for Planning
	Castle Bellingham, Louth
	10-11 June
	P. Nugent

M. Greene

D. Doocey

T. Cronin

K. Wilkinson

	Delivering E-Gov Locally
	Midleton, Co. Cork
	14-15 June
	P. O’Callaghan

	A New Reality for Regional Policy
	Athlone
	3 June
	G. Barron

	The Future of Rural Tourism
	Cruachan Ai Heritage Centre, Co. Roscommon
	23-25 June
	D. Cowman

	Investment Through People
	Carrick on Shannon
	16 June
	J. Carey


(20) NOTICES OF MOTION

The following notices of motion were proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene:

“That Waterford County Council immediately replace the old cast iron public water main pipe at Coolfin, Portlaw due to the ongoing water quality problems at this location.”

“That Waterford County Council as a matter of road safety carry out improvements to traffic sightlines at the road junction (Regional road R680 and Local road 4031) at Tinhalla,

Carrick on Suir.”

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer advised that the mains referred to had 

been examined and were in good condition.   However, a problem had been identified with one 

individual branch supply and it was proposed to put a scour valve on this branch which he 

believed would sort the problem.   Mr. O’Flynn undertook to correspond with Cllr. Coffey 

direct.   Mr. O’Flynn also confirmed that the junction referred to would be included in low cost 

safety proposals for 2006.

The following notices of motion were proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. K. 

Wilkinson:

“That Waterford County Council extend Speed Limit on Deerpark Road and Tallow Road from Lismore Town in the interests of safety.”

“That Waterford County Council provide an Access Road to Tallow National School immediately to alleviate traffic problems at school peak times.”

“That Waterford County Council erect a permanent barrier at G.A.A. pitch in Tallow to stop illegal parking.”

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer advised that speed limits could only be altered by the adoption of bye-laws.   He confirmed that an application for funding, in respect of the Tallow access road would be made in 2006.   He also confirmed that a meeting had taken place with local residents, concerning the G.A.A. pitch.   He explained that no monies were currently available, hence, works could not proceed in the coming year.

      This concluded the business of the meeting.

______________________________

MÉARA
______________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNDAE 
 

PAGE  
1

