COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 12th December, 2005, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Ger Barron, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Liam Brazil


Cllr. John Carey




Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Dan Cowman




Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Patrick Daly




Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan




Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Mary Greene






Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Leahy




Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent




Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Ann Marie Power

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Roads & Infrastructure 

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mr. Willie Whelan, Ms. Michelle Maher, Mr. Jason Fehilly, Mr. Tommy Fogarty, Mr. James Mackey, Ms. Muriel Cantwell, Mr. James Harney, Mrs. Eileen O’Ryan, Mr. Patrick Burke, Mrs. Cáit Cunningham, Mr. Kevin Phelan.  One minutes silence observed.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
· Stradbally Senior Football Team on winning their 5th County Final in a row.  The Mayor was requested to hold a civic reception for the team on the proposal of Cllr. L. Brazil, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy.

Méara G. Barron welcomed the newly appointed Director of Services, Ms. Caroline Curley, to Waterford County Council and wished her every success in the future.

CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION OF €12,000,000.00 FOR YEAR ENDED 31/12/2006

In reply to Cllr. C. Ó Riain, Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance informed members that the purpose for this overdraft is primarily for cashflow purposes.  On the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, it was agreed to approve overdraft accommodation of €12,000,000.00 for year ended 31/12/2006.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council approve the overdraft accommodation of €12,000,000.00 for year ended 31/12/2006.”
(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th NOVEMBER, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 14th November, 2005, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy.  The following matters arose in relation to the minutes of the November meeting.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Cottage Acres

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that each cottage plot will be examined on its own merit and assessed on housing need.      

(b)
Part V
Mr. M. Walsh, Co. Secretary informed Cllr. N. Flynn that he will forward Part V report which was circulated at the October Council meeting to her.

(c)
Land at Modeligo


In response to Cllr. N. Flynn, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services agreed to follow up.

(d)
Barrack Street, Cappoquin


Cllr. N. Flynn requested that immediate action be taken with regard to these houses and requested that the County Manager follow up the CPO.

(e)
Notice of Motion


Mr. M. Walsh, Co. Secretary informed Cllr. M. Greene that the Minister for Education & Science and local authorities have been circulated requesting that a review of catchment areas for school

transport at both primary and secondary level be carried out.

(f)
Drainage Study of Rathgormack


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that this study will commence in 2006 in response to queries raised by Cllr. M. Greene.

(g)
Knockrower Sewerage Scheme


Cllr. L. Brazil requested update on this scheme.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that certain information has to be obtained by Waterford County Council prior to placing a proposal before the members for consideration.  If available, the matter will be on the Agenda in February 2006.

(h)
Anti-social behaviour, Lismore

Cllr. D. Doocey referred to recent destruction carried out at the Millennium Park, Lismore and complimented the Gardai in finding those responsible.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of November, 2005 having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of November, 2005 together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Information meeting for architects/technicians/planners
In response to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated a new planning application form is expected from the Department and it is the intention of the Planning Department to hold an information meeting/seminar at that stage for architects/technicians/planners.  Cllr. Kyne requested that a non-technical summary should be sent directly to applicants when applications are deemed invalid.

(b)
Sightlines

Cllr. P. Coffey referred to problems with sightlines on regional roads in the Carrick/Clonmel area and suggested that perhaps two houses could use one entrance to alleviate the matter in some cases.  He requested a review report be carried out by planners on existing entrances.  

(c)
Development Contribution Scheme

It was unanimously agreed to discuss Development Charges at the January Council meeting.

(4)
CONSIDERATION OF REPORT IN RELATION TO PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF LIBRARY/CREDIT UNION FACILITIES AT FISHERMEN’S HALL, DUNMORE EAST, COUNTY WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to proceed with the proposed development of library/credit union facilities at Fishermen’s Hall, Dunmore East, County Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001. 

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the proposed development of library/credit union facilities at Fishermen’s Hall, Dunmore East, County Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”

(5) NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADVERTISE ROUNDABOUTS ON THE N25 AT THE BURGERY, DUNGARVAN, AND AT SPRINGMOUNT, DUNGARVAN, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001

Cllr. T. Wright and a number of town Councillors stated that the proposed roundabout at the Burgery was discussed at the November Council meeting of Dungarvan Town Council and the feeling was that this should be redesigned before advertising.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that he wants to move the process forward for funding purposes and informed Councillors that advertising it at this point will give all residents in the area an opportunity to make submissions.  The proposed roundabout will then return to Councillors for consideration following the advertising/submission process.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan stated that he doesn’t want same design to come back before the Council.  It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly to proceed and advertise.  It was proposed by Cllr. T. Wright, seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne to go to NRA at this stage for re-design.  It was unanimously agreed to take a recorded vote on proposal to advertise roundabouts on the N25 at The Burgery and at Springmount. 

FOR:

19

AGAINST:         3

ABSENT:              1

and carried.

For:
Cllr. G. Barron, Cllr. L. Brazil, Cllr. J. Carey, Cllr. P. Coffey, Cllr. D. Cowman, Cllr. T. Cronin, Cllr. P. Daly, Cllr. D. Doocey, Cllr. N. Flynn, Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Cllr. M. Greene, Cllr. T. Higgins, Cllr. P. Leahy, Cllr. P. Nugent, Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Cllr. K. O’Ryan, Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Cllr. J. Tobin, Cllr. K. Wilkinson

Against:
Cllr. B. Kyne, Cllr. B. Mansfield, Cllr. T. Wright

Absent:
Cllr. A.M. Power 

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed and advertise roundabouts on the N25 at The Burgery, Dungarvan, and at Springmount, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(6)
CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSION TO THE TAXI REGULATOR REGARDING TAXIMETER AREAS AND TAXI FARES


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services referred to the report as circulated and stated that the SPC has recommended that a submission issue to the Taxi Regulator requesting designation of Tramore & Lismore as taximeter areas.  A number of Councillors welcomed this.  In response to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. J. O’Flynn stated that the local authority would choose the location of the taxi ranks in the towns.  Mr. J. O’Flynn added that there will be an option to use either taxis or hackneys.  It was agreed to forward submission to the Taxi Regulator, to include a request that fares be graded and also that taxis be prevented from refusing fares to destinations outside of taximeter areas.  

(7)
PROGRESS REPORTS


PROGRESS REPORTS 
MATTERS ARISING:
Community & Enterprise

(a)
Enterprise Officer

Cllr. D. Geoghegan expressed concern and disillusionment at the recent press report issued by the Enterprise Officer stating that the proposed marina will bring major employment to the town.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services welcomed the appointment of the dedicated Enterprise Officer and agreed to discuss the press report with him.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan requested written report on his future proposals.

(b)
Portlaw

Cllr. P. Coffey referred to the industrial site in Portlaw and stated that it has major potential from an enterprise point of view.  He requested that a similar site be provided at the Waterford Ring Road.  He stated that a community centre would be a great asset for the town of Portlaw.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services agreed to liaise with Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services on these matters.

(c)
Playground in Gaeltacht


Cllrs. B. Mansfield and P. Nugent welcomed the offer of lands by Údarás for a playground in the Gaeltacht.

(d)
W.I.T.


Cllr. T. Higgins welcomed Ms. B. Kiely’s recruitment to the W.I.T. Foundation and said that she would be an asset in promoting the college’s application for university status.

Roads

(a)
Secondary Roads


Cllr. J. Tobin requested that 2 months of every summer be dedicated to maintaining secondary roads by outdoor staff.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services referred to the problems caused by inlets being blocked, which is the main cause of flooding on these roads, and said that this is being as effectively managed as possible within resources available.

(b)
Piltown Cross


In reply to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that options are designed and costed.  NRA decision is expected in February, 2006.  

(c)
Dungarvan By-pass


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that a report has been compiled by the NRA and it is hoped that progress will be made in coming months.

(d)
Flooding, Clashmore


Cllr. T. Cronin requested report/survey to be carried out due to recent flood damage on the Main Street, Clashmore.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to revert.  

(e)
Signage


Cllr. P. Leahy requested that signage be erected at Tony Kirwans and at Haughtons on N25.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to follow up.

(f)
Traffic calming on N72


Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the danger on this road and requested that consideration be given to traffic calming around Padre Pio Rest Home and at Mill Street, Cappoquin.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that a study will be carried out in the coming year and consultants will meet with area Councillors. 

(g)
Collins Road


Cllr. T. Wright requested update.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that contractor is to complete works in the near future.

(h)
Speed limits

Cllr. L. Brazil requested that speed limits be enforced in a number of areas.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services asked for details from Cllr. Brazil and agreed to follow up.

(i)
Lighting Tallow Bridge

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed Cllr. J. Tobin that Area Engineer will follow up with E.S.B.

(k)
Passage East

Cllr. J. Carey requested that FBD Insurances be contacted in relation to difficulties in Passage East.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager agreed to follow up with Cllr. Carey.

Housing

(a)
House at Portlaw


Cllr. P. Coffey referred to the derelict house opposite library in Portlaw and suggested that a temporary fence be erected.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services agreed to examine.

(b)
Land at Modeligo


Cllr. N. Flynn requested report on housing land at Modeligo.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to revert.

(c)
Housing allocation


Cllr. P. Daly requested that Councillors be notified of applicants on housing list and also that Councillors be notified prior to houses being allocated.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to arrange.

(d) Demountable on regional road

Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services invited Cllr. Greene to submit further information regarding a demountable on regional road.

Sanitary Services
(a)
Sewerage Scheme, Cheekpoint

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed Cllr. J. Carey that a foreshore licence is awaited and contract documents can then be amended.  It is intended to proceed with the Part VIII process in early 2006. 

(b)
Ring Water Supply

Cllr. B. Mansfield requested that further development in the Ring area be minimized until the water supply is adequate.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that a water source has yet to be located and it may be 2-3 years before the water problem is solved.  In response to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the Lickey was investigated for Ardmore but not as a source for the Helvick/Ring water supply.  

(c)
Seven villages sewerage scheme

In reply to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that CPO’s are being prepared and the Department are reviewing the design with a view to cutting costs.  Cllr. J. Tobin expressed his disillusionment at this and stated that Waterford County Council should not accept this.  On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, it was agreed to invite an official from the Department to attend a Council meeting to address the members on this issue.

Fire
(a)
Portlaw Fire Station

Cllr. P. Coffey requested that letter issue to the Department requesting report on the development of this. 

(b)
Kilmacthomas Fire Station 


Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services informed Cllr. L. Brazil that he will contact him with updated position on CPO’s.  Cllr. Brazil requested letter of appreciation issue to Centra shop for donating defibrillator to Waterford County Council.

(c)
Lismore Fire Station


In reply to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that defibrillators have been donated to two fire stations but discussions are to take place with the Health Service Executive regarding the usage.

Environment 

(a) 
Illegal dumping


A number of Councillors referred to the illegal dumping in the east of the County.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that two Environmental Inspectors are employed by Waterford County Council and should be contacted when rubbish is found.

(b)
Public lighting


Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the lengthy period awaited for lights to be fixed.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that E.S.B. have customer charter from which they operate and repairs are to be carried out within 10 working days, though this deadline is not being met.

(c)
Shredded paper



In reply to Cllr. M. Greene, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed to Cllr. M. Greene that shredded paper should not be mixed with other recyclables, but should be bagged separately for collection.

(d)
Court proceedings


Cllr. P. Daly referred to 79 notices issued under the Litter Act of which only 6 proceeded to Court.  Cllr. Daly recommended that people should be named and shamed.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed to progress enforcement proceedings in 2006.

(10)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1. Letter from Department of Health & Children, dated 29th November, 2005, regarding MRSA virus.

2. Notice of Motions from Macroom Town Council dated 25th November, 2005.

3. Notice of Motion from Leitrim County Council, dated 18th November, 2005.

Cllr. M. Greene recommended the support of this Notice of Motion: "That Leitrim County Council call upon the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government to make what ever funding is necessary available to complete the collection of waste form plastics, as most farmers have paid levy at point of purchase and are entitled to have the plastic

removed from their holding rather than it remain and possibly cost them penalties within the REPs and cross compliance schemes."
Notice of Motion from Killarney Town Council, dated 15th November, 2005.

4. Notice of Motion from Bantry Town Council, dated 9th November, 2005.

   On the proposal of Cllr. T. Higgins, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to support this Notice of Motion to provide Fair Trade tea and coffee in the canteen of Waterford County Council.

5. Letter from Office of the Minister for Education & Science, dated 23rd November, 2005, regarding

school transport.

6. Letter from Office of the Minister of Agriculture & Food, dated 17th November, 2005, regarding

animal medicines.

7. Letter from Department of Finance, dated 6th December, 2005, regarding removal of excise duty from diesel.

(11)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, 

Seconded by Cllr. L. Brasil, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences for the period 24th October, to 4th November, 2005, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Positioning Tourism – Quality or Price
	Co. Clare
	24th – 26th November
	P. O’Callaghan, D. Doocey, J. Tobin, M. Greene, L. O’Sullivan, A.M. Power, L. Brazil, P. Nugent, D. Cowman, K. Wilkinson, T. Cronin

	Community Safety Conference
	Co. Louth
	10th – 12th November
	M. Greene, P. O’Callaghan

	National Conferences on Exploring Rural Domestic Violence
	Co. Cork
	24th November
	G. Barron, D. Doocey, P. Nugent

	Local Economic Development Conference 2005
	Limerick
	24th November
	L. Brazil

	Review of Joint Waste Management Plan
	Co. Tipperary
	4th October
	G. Barron, P. O’Callaghan, P. Coffey


(12)
NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr. D. Geoghegan moved on the following Notices of Motion

The following Notices of Motion were proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.

1. “That Waterford County Council would apply a discount of 20% in 2006, on water charges  

       to all public schools in County Waterford.”

      Cllr. D. Geoghegan requested that Waterford County Council bear this cost for schools throughout the 

      County, supported by Cllr. P. Coffey.  This is to be referred to the Budget meeting.
2. “That Waterford County Council request the Minister for Environment, Heritage and

       Local Government to review the Water Services Pricing Policy, in order to exempt public 

       schools from the payment of water charges.”

      It was agreed to forward letter to the Department.

3. “That Waterford County Council seek funding under The Low Cost Improvement Scheme
       in order to improve traffic-calming measures at Ballymacmague, Dungarvan.”

      Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that this is not included for 2006 but will be considered for 

      2007.

(13)    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Méara G. Barron wished everyone a happy Christmas and a prosperous 2006.  He reminded members of the

Budget meeting arranged for 2:30p.m. on 15th December and of the Budget Workshop arranged for

11:00a.m. on the same day.

      This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA
____________________________________
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