COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 13th June, 2005, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                  Cllr. John Carey, Méara

	PRESENT:
	Cllr. Gerard Barron 
	Cllr. Dan Cowman

	Cllr. Liam Brazil
	Cllr. Brendan Mansfield

	Cllr. Paudie Coffey
	Cllr. Pat Nugent

	Cllr. Teresa Wright
	Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

	Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan
	Cllr. James Tobin

	Cllr. Tom Cronin
	Cllr. Declan Doocey

	Cllr. Ann Marie Power
	Cllr. Nora Flynn

	Cllr. Pat Leahy
	Cllr. Billy Kyne

	Cllr. Pat Daly
	Cllr. Tom Higgins

	Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson
	


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Cllr. M. Greene, Cllr. D. Geoghegan.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Martin Walsh, A/Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Ray Moloney, A/Director of Services, Roads & Infrastructure

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Paul Clerkin, Head of Finance

Ms. Tess O’Brien, A/County Secretary




Mr. Pat McCarthy, Senior Executive Engineer

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of the following:-

Dr. Eamonn Kiely

Mr. Willie Fahey

Mr. Ignatius Moore

Mrs. Nora Curran

On the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, a minutes silence was held as a mark of respect to the late Dr. Eamonn Kiely.

(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9th MAY, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 9th May, 2005, having been previously circulated were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey.  The following matters arose in relation to the minutes of the May meeting.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Extension of Speed Limits:


In reply to Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Mr. R. Moloney, A/ Director of Services, confirmed that extension of speed limits could only proceed by adoption of bye-laws.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of May 2005 having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of May, 2005 together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanala received during the same period were noted.

MATTERS ARISING:

Cllr. P. Coffey noted that a planning application had been made for Mayfield, Portlaw and welcomed any development and investment in the area.  He asked that the council support any such proposals.

Cllr. L. Brazil noted that a planning notice had been published for a quarry at Durrow and asked that the council take the interest of the local community into consideration when deciding on the application.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated he had not actually seen any application in relation to this matter but assured councillors that all submissions received would be fully taken into account.

(4) 
SECTION 183 – TRANSFER OF LAND AT COOLTUBRID, KILMACTHOMAS TO L. WALSH


Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the transfer of 0.017 hectares in (Folio WD 18163F) and 0.190 hectares (in Folio WD22L) of land at Cooltubrid, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford for a consideration of €5.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(5) SET TIME FOR ANNUAL MEETING

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,
Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to hold the Annual Meeting 2005 at 

4.15 p.m. on Friday 17th June, 2005.”
(6) PROPOSAL TO HOLD SPECIAL MEETING IN COMMITTEE

Cllr. P. Daly proposed that the meeting in committee be held immediately following the June monthly meeting.   This proposal was seconded by Cllr. J. Carey.

Cllr. B. Mansfield stated he was not happy about the proposal to hold the meeting in committee and asked that the meeting be held in public.

Cllr. B. Kyne commented that there was nothing to be gained by holding the meeting in committee and he would prefer the meeting to be held in public.

Several councillors spoke regarding the matter which was then put to a vote.   The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour of proposal – 14.   Against proposal – 5.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved,

“That we the members of Waterford County Council agree to proposal to hold a Special meeting in committee, following on from the June monthly meeting.”

(7) CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS ON PART VIII – PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001, GROUPED TOWNS & VILLAGES SEWERAGE SCHEME – CAPPOQUIN, STRADBALLY AND TALLOW.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy,

Seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council having considered the reports on Part VIII – Planning & Development Regulations 2001, Grouped Towns & Villages Sewerage Scheme, agree to proceed with proposed works, as recommended, in connection with :

Cappoquin Collection System




Cappoquin Wastewater Treatment Plant




Stradbally Collection System




Stradbally Wastewater Treatment Plant




Tallow Collection System




Tallow Wastewater Treatment Plant

Cllr. P. Leahy asked for the current status of the Ballyduff/Kilmeaden Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services stated that 22 submissions had been received and that negotiations were ongoing.

Cllr. G. Barron stated that he hoped this would not delay the Kilmacthomas Sewerage Scheme.

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services confirmed that all Part VIIIs would be concluded by the October deadline.

In response to a query by Cllr. P. Daly Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services confirmed that the 7 Villages would remain as a block.   However, in response to a query by Cllr. J. Tobin, he confirmed that Tallow would proceed as one of the first schemes.

(8) CONSIDERATION  OF DRAFT WALKING STRATEGY FOR COUNTY WATERFORD

Cllr. N. Flynn stated that the county needed to improve and develop its walking trails and by adopting the draft policy additional funding could be sourced.

Cllr. D. Doocey expressed his concern over the liability of farmers with people walking over their land.

Cllr. B. Kyne said he was a member of a walking club and that it is very important we maintain our walking trails.   He asked if the ridges on the pathway of the Glenshillane walk could be looked at, as a priority.  He also asked that the Council write to the Search & Rescue to express appreciation and commendation for a recent successful rescue in the Comeragh mountain area.

Cllr. T. Higgins said he was delighted with the strategy, which would help counteract obesity.   He asked if an agreement with C.I.E. in relation to the Railway Line could be finalized as quickly as possible and suggested that Minister Martin Cullen be asked to intervene.   He enquired if consideration could be given to provision of a pathway to Coumshingaun, which he stated to be relatively inaccessible. He highlighted the fact that St. Declan’s Way was being under utilized.

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, thanked members for their very positive comments.  He confirmed that any walks organised by Waterford County Council were covered by the Council’s insurers.  He confirmed that everything possible was being done to expedite negotiations with CIE and clarified that some difficulties were being experienced with regard to title.   However, he was confident that the situation would be resolved before the end of the year.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council approve the Draft Walking Strategy for County Waterford, as presented .” 
(9) CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 2004

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,

“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council approve the Annual Financial Statement, 2004 as presented.” 
(10) APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE 2004

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,
“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council approve the  additional expenditure in 2004, as presented, in accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act, 2001 .” 
(11) PROGRESS REPORTS

MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

Cllr. J. Carey asked if the ditches in Passage East would be cut for the forthcoming Tall Ships festival.

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services, advised that hedge cutting was precluded under the Wildlife Act.   However, in response to Cllr. N. Flynn, he confirmed that there was some discretion, if a road safety issue arose.    Responsibility for cutting lay with the landowner, however, the Council had discretion to cut if the landowner failed to do so.

Cllr. B. Mansfield asked for an update on resurfacing of the road at Lackenfune.   

Cllr. B. Kyne requested a breakdown of Development Charges paid, in relation to the various developments at Ballinroad.   He also requested a full report on a number of issues which had previously been requested, in writing, regarding the Ballinroad area.

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services confirmed that re-surfacing work at Lackenfune would take place within two to three works.   He further confirmed that work on the storm drain would be carried out over the course of the coming weekend.   In response to Cllr. Kyne’s query, he confirmed that a comprehensive response would issue direct, as requested.

Cllr. D. Doocey asked if a Traffic Impact Report could be undertaken at Tallow school.

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services, confirmed that land had been acquired for a new access road and that funding would be sought from the Department, in 2006, to carry out the works.

Cllr. N. Flynn enquired as to when the Pedestrian crossing would be installed for Cappoquin school.

Cllr. P. Coffey asked if Traffic Management surveys could be carried out throughout the county, in consultation with the boards of management of the various schools. 

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services confirmed that he would ask the Area Engineers to undertake the work, however, it was acknowledged that the Summer holidays was not an appropriate time.   He advised that once the surveys had been completed, the matter would be referred to the SPC for consideration of an appropriate policy for recommendation to the full Council.

Sanitary Services

Cllr. P. O’Callaghan asked for an update on the Tramore Treatment Plant.

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services confirmed that approval had been received for award of contracts, the previous Friday. 

Cllr. G. Barron asked if land had been acquired for the Bonmahon Sewerage Scheme. 

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services confirmed that a Preliminary Report would identify suitable sites in the area.

Housing
Cllr. J. Tobin requested a Progress Report on the status of derelict sites in Knockanore and surrounding areas, for the next meeting.  He also asked that Planners would be lenient with people who either own or buy these sites and who may seek permission to either develop or demolish.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that the current survey would be completed by the end of July. He confirmed that the Council would acquire as many as possible by C.P.O. and that, where possible, would construct in-fill housing.   He confirmed that the Council had the power to levy a charge of up to 3% of the site value, per annum, on derelict sites and that it was his intention to do so. 

Cllr. P. Nugent enquired as to the responsibility for derelict sites, in the Clashmore area, which were potentially dangerous. 

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that under the Dangerous Structures Act, Waterford County Council could go on site and carry out works.   He asked Cllr. Nugent to supply details of the sites and the name and address of the owner, if known, to the Area Engineer.

Cllr. N. Flynn expressed concerns at the fact that Waterford County Council had purchased 2 sites at Barrack Street, Cappoquin and nothing had been done with them.   She felt that the Council should lead by example.

Cllr. K. O’Ryan stated that he would be reluctant to demolish any derelict sites in rural areas as these were  beneficial to individuals seeking planning permission, given that they showed the existence of previous development in the area.

Cllr. L. Brazil asked why the Fire Station in Kilmacthomas had been on hold for 5 years.

Cllr. G. Barron shared his colleagues concerns and asked if the matter could be progressed.   He continued to commend the dedication of the Firefighters. 

Cllr. D. Doocey commented on the age of Lismore Fire Station and asked for an update. 

Cllr. P. Daly asked if adequate cover was in place in Tramore, given the influx of visitors for the Summer season.

In response Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that a site had been identified for Kilmacthomas and may have to be acquired by CPO.   In relation to Lismore, he confirmed that a C.P.O. was being prepared.   He confirmed that he was satisfied that Tramore had adequate cover, given the back up provided by both the city brigades and other brigades in the county.

Environment
Cllr. P. Coffey highlighted the fact that there is no permanent Bottle Bank in Portlaw.

Cllr. T. Cronin asked for an update on the playground in Ardmore.

Mr. B. White, Director of Services advised that contracts had been signed for playground equipment and that access was now in the ownership of the Council.   He anticipated that the playground would be operational, in a matter of weeks.

Cllr. P. Daly requested that a breakdown of Community Development Charges be prepared for each electoral area and presented at the next council meeting.

Cllr. J. Tobin asked, in relation to the playground in Tallow, that signs be erected on both sides of the street on the main road to indicate its location.

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, confirmed that he would liaise with the Area Engineer.

(12)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1.
Letter from Department of Health and Children dated 9th May in relation to Radiotherapy.

2.
Letter from Clones Town Council dated 9th May regarding Notice of Motion asking the Government to reverse its Health Policy.

3.
Letter from Clonmel Borough Council dated 12th May regarding Notice of Motion on Community Employment Schemes.

4.
Letter from Minister Dick Roche dated 11th May acknowledging receipt of letter concerning new Fire Station in Tallow.

5.
Letter from Monaghan Town Council dated 19th May regarding Notice of Motion asking the Minister for Justice to introduce 5 new categories of liquor licence.

6.
Letter from South Tipperary County Council dated 19th May regarding Notice of Motion asking the Minister for Health & Children to implement provision of neurological services at Waterford Regional Hospital.

7.
Letter from South Tipperary County Council dated 19th May regarding Notice of Motion in relation to the cutbacks on Community Employment Schemes.

8.
Letter from Kilrush Town Council dated 13th May regarding Notice of Motion calling on the Minister for Finance to increase financial supports for Irish Centres in Britain.

Cllr. P. O’Callaghan proposed that Waterford County Council support the motion by South 

Tipperrary, County Council, relating to provision of neurological services at Waterford Regional  

Hospital.   This proposal was supported by Cllr. G. Barron and Cllr. T. Higgins.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved,
“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council support the South Tipperary County Council motion calling on the Minister for Health and Children and the Health Services Executive to implement the recommendations of the Comhairle na nOspideal report  in  relation to the provision of neurological services at Waterford Regional Hospital including the appointment of two neurological consultants with full complimentary staff and facilities.” 
Cllr. J. Tobin referred to the letter received from the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, in relation to the proposed amalgamation of the District Court Areas of Tallow and Cappoquin with the District Court Area of Lismore.   He asked that a letter, expressing the Council’s concerns, be issued direct to the Court Service.

Cllr. James Tobin supported the notice of motion of Donegal County Council relating to illegal Irish immigrants, in America.   This motion was also supported by Cllr. J. Carey.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. James Tobin,

Seconded by Cllr .J. Carey, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council support the Donegal County Council motion calling on the Department of Foreign Affairs to pursue methods of obtaining a green card amnesty for all so called ‘illegal Irish immigrants’ living in America.”

Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to correspondence received from the Minister for Health and Children and highlighted the need for Radiotherapy at W.R.H.  He asked that Minister Mary Harney be requested to meet a delegation from the Council.   Cllr. Mansfield’s comments received unanimous support.

In response, Ms. T. O’Brien, A/Co. Secretary advised that the correspondence received was in response to a letter issued asking for an update on the Minister’s plans for radiotherapy in the South East.   She confirmed that a further letter had subsequently issued to the Minister requesting a meeting with a delegation from the Council and that a response was still awaited.   She confirmed that follow up correspondence would issue.

(13) NOTICE OF MOTION

Cllr. N. Flynn tabled a motion asking that traffic calming measures to be put in place in Cappoquin.  She also tabled a motion requesting that the Council take in charge the housing estates at Abbey Glen and Barrack Street, Cappoquin.

In response to Cllr. Flynn, Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services stated that in relation to traffic calming, a design would be prepared but would be subject to approval by the N.R.A.   With regard to the Abbey Glen estate, he advised that a request must be received from the developer, in writing, if the Council were to consider taking the estate in charge.   The other option would be for the residents to form a plebiscite and request takeover.  He agreed to review the Barrack Street development, in conjunction with the Housing Section. 

In response to Cllr. N. Flynn’s motion relating to the legality of particular sections of the Rural Housing Guidelines, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, confirmed that legal advice had been sought and was awaited.

Cllr. K. O’Ryan tabled a motion asking that the Burial Ground at Mothel be tidied.

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services confirmed that works would be carried out in the coming weeks.

Cllr. J. Tobin tabled a motion that the Council call on the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reforem to replace the Garda who was transferred from Tallow Garda Station.   This motion was supported by Cllr. K. Wilkinson.    Following discussion it was agreed that a letter would issue to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, the Chief Superintendent and the Superintendent, Dungarvan.

Cllr. P. Daly tabled a motion calling on the Council to change the zoning of a site at Croobally Upper to provide for a food store at the location.  Cllr. P. O’Callaghan supported Cllr. Daly’s comments.   

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services advised that a Retail Strategy for Tramore had been commissioned and that the matter would be reviewed.

Cllr. P. Coffey tabled a motion relating to inconsistencies with regard to payment of Disabled Persons Grants.  This motion was seconded by Cllr. J. Carey and received widespread support.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,

Seconded by Cllr .J. Carey, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council call on the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to pay the full 100% Disabled Persons Grant to the breadwinner of a household if he/she is on a Disability Pension.”

Cllr. T. Wright tabled a motion requesting Waterford County Council to examine the junction at Kilminion graveyard and bring forward plans to realign the road. 

Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services said that the ideal solution would be to close the existing access and open a new access.   However, a number of options were being examined and would be put forward for funding in 2006.   At present, the possibility of a one-way-system was being considered and would be brought before the SPC. 

Cllr. G. Barron tabled a motion requesting that Waterford County Council call on the Minister for Transport, Mr. Martin Cullen to intercede in the negotiations between Waterford County Council and CIE regarding sale of the Waterford to Dungarvan railway line.   Cllr. B. Kyne supported Cllr. Barron.

Mr. B. White, Director of Services, confirmed that the Minister would be contacted. 

Cllr. G. Barron tabled a motion asking that the Council initiate a debate on the future of An Post by inviting a representative from both the company and the unions to address the Council.   Cllr. J. Tobin supported this proposal.

Ms. T. O’Brien, A/Co. Secretary confirmed that an invitation would be extended.

      This concluded the business of the meeting.

______________________________

MÉARA
______________________________
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