COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 14th March, 2005, at 2:30p.m.

PRESIDING:                  Cllr. John Carey, Méara

	PRESENT:
	Cllr. Gerard Barron 
	Cllr. Dan Cowman

	Cllr. Liam Brazil
	Cllr. Brendan Mansfield

	Cllr. Paudie Coffey
	Cllr. Pat Nugent

	Cllr. Teresa Wright
	Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

	Cllr. Thomas Cronin
	Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan

	Cllr. James Tobin
	Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan

	Cllr. Declan Doocey
	Cllr. Ann Marie Power

	Cllr. Nora Flynn
	Cllr. Pat Leahy

	Cllr. Mary Greene
	Cllr. Pat Daly

	Cllr. Damien Geoghegan
	Cllr. Tom Higgins

	Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson
	


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Billy Kyne

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager.




Mr. Martin Walsh, A/Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs.

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning.

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Roads & Infrastructure.

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise.

Ms. T. O’Brien, A/County Secretary.




Mr. Paul Clerkin, Head of Finance.






Mr. Vincent O’Connor, Senior Engineer, Roads Dept.

Mayor John Carey informed members of a Civic reception for West Waterford, K.C.K. and Ferrybank Athletic Clubs which would be taking place after the meeting.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mrs. Mary Byrne



Mr. Ollie McNamara



Mrs. Kathleen Cunningham


Mrs. Ann Walsh



Mr. Willie Power



Mr. Sean Maguire



Mr. Dan Kelleher



Mr. Nicholas Riordan



Mr. Jim Wall




(1)(a)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th FEBRUARY, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 14th February, 2005, having been previously circulated were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene and seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey.  The following matters arose in relation to the minutes of the February meeting.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Speed Limits :

Cllr. M. Greene referred to the minutes of the February meeting and clarified that she was speaking in connection with the road from Dungarvan to Clonmel and also the Dungarvan to Carrick on Suir road.   It was agreed that the minutes would be amended to reflect this. 

Cllr. K. O’Ryan raised the issue of the speed limit at the secondary school in Ballymacarbry on behalf of the parents and teachers.  Cllr. O’Ryan requested that the speed limit be reduced to stop deaths on roads.

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that he had written to Cllr. O’Ryan direct on this matter.   The Area Engineer had looked at the congestion problem and had made some proposals with regard to additional car parking spaces at the school.  Mr. O’Flynn also stated that bye-laws would have to be adopted if special speed limits were to be introduced.

(b)
Remediation of Landfill :

Cllr. P. Coffey enquired if there had been any further developments since the M.E.P. visit in February.

Ms. T. O’Brien, A/County Secretary informed members that the MEPs had been supplied with a copy of the presentation given by Mr. P. Daly, on the day.   She confirmed that a report was being finalised by Environment Section and would be supplied to the MEPs.

(c)
Occupational Therapist :


Cllr. M. Greene enquired as to the up to date position and expressed concerns with regard to a case 


where the applicant had died before an Occupational Therapist visit had taken place.

Cllr. K. Wilkinson stated that he had been in touch with other local authorities and had established that they employed Occupational Therapists.  

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services informed the members that a meeting had taken place with the Health Board and that a system was now in place to ensure that assessment visits were carried out within two months.   He also confirmed that where an Occupational Therapist visit was deemed appropriate by the S.H.O., the Council would pay the costs involved and ensure that the visit was made at an early stage.   He confirmed that the matter would be kept under review and that he would report back to the members on how the system was operating.

(d)
Strancally Quay :


Cllr. J. Tobin expressed his thanks to the Manager for his efforts in resolving this matter.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of February 2005 having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of February, 2005 together with the list of planning applications received during the same period were noted.

(a)
04-1381-Michell Ireland

Cllr. P. Coffey enquired if further information had yet been received.   He noted that a meeting had take place between the Developer and Planning staff and asked if a meeting between Planning staff and residents of the area could be arranged.   

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that additional information had not yet been received.   He confirmed that if Cllr. Coffey made arrangements he would be prepared to meet with interested parties.

(b)
Planning Application – Whitfield Clinic:

Cllr. P. Daly enquired if this application had been returned to the developer.   He stated that given the size and scope of the development and the potential benefit to the county, it would be appropriate for pre-planning discussions to take place and for every assistance possible to be provided by the Planning Section.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that an application had been received in 2004 and permission had been granted.  The decision was overturned on appeal to An Bord Pleanala.  He confirmed that the applicant had been asked to ensure that the revised submission was made early in December to ensure ample time for review.   An amended application was submitted on the last day of the year but was invalid.  Mr. McCarthy confirmed that he had since spoken with the Architect and was aware that another application would shortly be submitted.

(c)
One-off Housing :

Cllr. J. Tobin stated that the application forms being issued were misleading and asked if these could be amended.   He expressed particular concerns with regard to issues of establishing a housing need and family connection with the area.

Cllr. N. Flynn asked that no change would take place on this form until the new County Development Plan was adopted.

Cllr. T. Cronin expressed concern at the high number of refusals for one-off housing in 2005 and enquired if this was as a result of the Council’s application of the Department Guidelines on one-off housing.   He further enquired if the Council is required to adopt this policy or if there is any discretion.

Cllr. K. O’Ryan stated that every local authority has a right to draw up its own County Development Plan.

Cllr. P. Daly stated that the Planning Authority was not implementing the Guidelines in the spirit intended.    He stated that interpretation varied from county to county.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that any amendment to forms had been deferred pending adoption of the County Development Plan.   He confirmed that the Council was acting in accordance with the Department Guidelines on one-off rural housing and that in many instances refusals were for reasons unrelated to the Guidelines.   He went on to confirm that the Planning Authority must have regard to the Guidelines and that the review of the County Development Plan must ensure that the policy is enforced.   He confirmed that the Planning Authority was correctly interpreting the guidelines.

Cllr. P. Coffey asked if it were possible to seek clarification from the Department given the debate regarding interpretation which had been ongoing since the Guidelines were issued.   

Cllr. T. Wright supported Cllr. Coffey request for Departmental clarification.


Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that a request would be made to the Department 


of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, for an official to meet with the members, at a 
special meeting to be convened to discuss this one issue.

(4) TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2005 - 2008

It was agreed to adjourn debate on the Traveller Accommodation Programme until the April meeting.

(5) PROPOSAL TO ADVERTISE PART VIII FOR HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT DUNMORE EAST

Resolution
Proposed by : Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by : Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed to advertise proposed development of 20 no. houses at Dunmore East, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001”.

(6) ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT ON CORPORATE PLAN

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services advised members that the circulated report was issued in accordance with Section 134 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and set out details of progress made, in implementation of the Council’s Corporate Plan, for the previous year.

(7) REPORT ON SERVICE INDICATORS

A report on National Service Indicators was presented and noted. 

Cllr. M. Greene enquired if comparative figures for other local authorities would be made available.

Mr. R. O’Dywer, County Manager advised the members that the purpose of the report was to assess the Council’s performance and highlight areas for improvement, rather than for comparative purposes.

Cllr. T. Wright commented that the Council’s Training Plan and Training Programme were excellent.

(8) (a)
SECTION 183 – TRANSFER OF LAND AT WOODSTOWN, CO. WATERFORD TO MARY FLANAGAN

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the transfer of ownership of land contained in Folio 5080, Entry No. 767, Co. Waterford to Mary Flanagan, Ballydavid, Woodstown, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Section 183of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
    (b)
SECTION 183 – TRANSFER OFLAND AT BARRACK STREET, CAPPOQUIN TO JAMES DOOCEY

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,  

Seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to transfer ownership of land contained in Folio 17616F, Co. Waterford, to Mr. James Doocey, Barrack Street, Cappoquin, Co. Waterford in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

    (c)
SECTION 183 – LEASE BOATSTRAND / DUNABRATTIN FISHERMEN’S COMMITTEE

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy,  

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to lease 288m² of land at Boatstrand Harbour to Boatstrand / Dunabrattin Fishermen Committee, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

    (d)
SECTION 183 – TRANSFER OF LAND AT SPRINGMOUNT, DUNGARVAN TO D. DICKENSON & J.C. FLOOD

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy,  

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to dispose of 0.05 acres of land at Springmount, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford to Mr. D. Dickenson & Mr. J. C. Flood, for a consideration of €15,000, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government  Act, 2001.”
(9)(a)  
ROAD WORKS SCHEME 2005

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. K. O’Ryan,


Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved,


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the  adoption of  the Road Works Scheme, 2005, as presented.”


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer outlined the various road works to take place over the term of the scheme.

Cllr. G. Barron enquired regarding the Percy Kirwan bridge, and whether there was any possibility of recovering monies from the contractor.


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer advised that a meeting with the NRA was scheduled.   The issue would be discussed and a decision taken on the best manner in which to proceed.


Cllr. J. Tobin complimented council staff on salting of roads.   He enquired if CLÁR monies were in addition to the budget set out in the Road Works Scheme or if included.


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that CLÁR monies were not included.


Cllr. N. Flynn welcomed the report but expressed her disappointment at the lack of progress on selection of the route for the N72 Cappoquin/Lismore by-pass.   She asked that serious consideration be given to the allocation of CLÁR funds for provision of flashing lights at Cappoquin school and health centre.   


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that flashing lights were permissible under the CLÁR scheme and that consideration would certainly be given.   He confirmed the Council’s policy regarding local contributions for flashing lights at schools.


Cllr. K. O’Ryan thanked the County Engineer for his report and for his interest in people living in the country.  He requested that additional funds be allocated to Rural Improvement Schemes which are being widely used by the rural community.


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer stated that discretionary grants had been reduced when the restoration programme was introduced.    He confirmed that this money was ring-fenced and could not be diverted to other areas.


Cllr. D. Geoghegan expressed his concerns that counties with a good track record for maintenance and improvement of roads were being penalised by the government.   


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer advised that Consultants had carried out a survey for the Minister, who had confirmed that the counties with the worst roads would receive most funding.   In the future there would be a more structured allocation of funds based on this survey. 


Cllr. P. Nugent enquired if there was a backlog of applicants for Local Improvement Scheme grants.


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services and Co. Engineer confirmed that there was a backlog and that previous applicants would have to re-apply.


Cllr. M. Greene stated that Sir Thomas’s Bridge in Clonmel was the only bridge passable during the last occurrence of flooding and asked if Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer would co-operate with South Tipperary County Council to ensure increased visibility of signage and markings as the bridge is very narrow and represents a safety concern.


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that he had been in touch with South Tipperary County Council regarding the issue and that the matter would be followed up.

(9)(b) PROPOSAL TO MAKE BYE-LAWS TO APPLY SPEED LIMIT ON N25

Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent,


Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved,


“That  we, the members of Waterford  County Council agree to proceed to advertise proposal to make bye-laws to apply a special Speed Limit, in pursuant to Part 2, Section 9(4)(a) of the Road Traffic Act 2004 in respect of the N25 Cushcam, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.”

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that the consent of the Chief Superintendent had been obtained, to proceed to the public consultation stage.   He advised that he would revert to the members following the consultation process.


(10)
DRAFT ARTS PLAN 2005-2008

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we the members of Waterford County Council agree the adoption of the Draft Arts Plan 2005-2008, as presented.”

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan said she would like to congratulate M. Organ on her efforts.

Cllr. K. O’Ryan said he wished to be associated with this also.

Cllr. D. Geoghegan expressed his concern that no provision for a Theatre had been made for Dungarvan and requested that serious consideration should be given to provision.   
Cllr. T. Higgins supported Cllr. Geoghegan’s concerns and stated that Dungarvan lacked anywhere to put on shows etc and that West Waterford was a cultural desert.  He stated that the Friary Hall was in disrepair and highlighted the excellent facilities at Ballyduff.

(11) APPROVAL TO RAISE LOANS

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, it was agreed to proceed with raising of loans as presented.

Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly ,


Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed to raise a Loan of €19.247m from the Housing Finance Agency to finance Housing Loan Advances & Land Purchase, as presented.” 

(12) PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress Reports on Roads, Housing, Sanitary Services, Fire, Environment and Community & Enterprise for the month of February 2005, having been previously circulated, were noted.

MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

Cllr. G. Barron enquired with regard to the Viking site on the proposed Waterford By-Pass.


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer agreed to write directly to Cllr. Barron on the subject.


Cllr. T. Wright queried the cost of the two recently constructed roundabouts in Dungarvan.


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer confirmed that the cost related to design work which was grant funded. 

Housing

Cllr. P. Coffey raised concerns regarding Coolfin Woods, in Portlaw.   Single storey Council houses were experiencing problems as a result of smoke from adjacent two-storey houses.   He had received letters from doctors which raised the issue as a health hazard.  He requested that a detailed report or survey be carried out.

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services confirmed that he would have the matter investigated and would report direct to Cllr. Coffey on the matter.

Cllr. K. Wilkinson asked for a more pro-active publicity campaign on Affordable Housing.

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services advised that a press release had been placed in the local and regional press, giving full details of the scheme and seeking interested parties.   A good response had been received.   Details of the scheme are available on the Council’s website.

Cllr. K. O’Ryan asked for an update on the Council’s Central Heating programme.

Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services confirmed that he would revert to Cllr. O’Ryan direct, with a detailed response.

Fire Services
Cllr. D. Doocey enquired regarding progress on the CPO for the Lismore site.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that the CPO process had been initiated and that he would revert to the April meeting with an approximate time frame.

Cllr. N. Flynn enquired with regard to Tallow Fire Station.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, advised that a response was still awaited from the Department.

Environment
Illegal Dumping
Cllr. P. Coffey enquired if there were any proposals to devise a National Strategy.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed ongoing co-operation with Waterford City and advised that a joint strategy would be agreed between the two authorities.    He confirmed that a private detective had been employed and that cameras had been placed in a number of strategic black spots.

Cllr. G. Barron stated that all the woods in the area were full of rubbish and abandoned vehicles.  He stated this was the responsibility of Coillte as they were not securing the gates at the entrances into woods.   He asked that Coillte be contacted once again to request co-operation.
(13)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members: 


1.
Donegal County Council – resolution re. Mobile Phone Operators.

2.
Donegal County Council – resolution re. Tax Incentive Scheme.

3.
Galway County Council – resolution re. Donation of Conference money to tSunami disaster, dated 11th February, 2005.

4.
Letter from Naas Town Council regarding Notice of Motion requesting Minister for Justice to create a Garda Reserve Force, dated 28th February, 2005.

5.
Letter from Kerry Environmental Recognition re. upcoming conference in May.

6.
Letter from the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform re. Tallow & Cappoquin Courts, dated 23rd February, 2005.

7.
Letter from the Health Service Executive regarding defibrillators, dated 23rd February, 2005.

8.
Letter from Brian Crowley, M.E.P. regarding his recent visit to Dungarvan, dated 28th February, 2005.

9.
Letter from Liam Suipéil, Ring College re. Padraig Pearse Award 2005.

10.
Letter from European Movement, Ireland dated 28th February 2005 to nominate a European of the Year for 2004.

Cllr. B. Mansfield commented on the resolution from Donegal County Council in relation to Mobile Phone Operators and asked that the motion be supported.

Resolution

Proposed by :  Cllr. B. Mansfield

Seconded by :  Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved

“That we the members of Waterford County Council, support the notice of motion of Donegal County Council, relating to Mobile Phone Operators.”
(14)
CONFERENCES

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, 

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences for the period 14th Febuary, 2005 to 14th March, 2005, as follows”

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Economic & Social Benefit of Heritage Development in Irish Towns 
	Listowel, Co. Kerry
	17th & 18th February 2005
	G. Barron

	Suicide Prevention & Awareness
	Dromahair, Co. Leitrim
	18th & 19th February 2005
	D. Geoghegan

P. Daly

P. Leahy

L. Brazil

P. Nugent

	Colmcille Winter School
	Churchill, Co. Donegal
	25th – 27th February 2005
	P. O’Callaghan

J. Tobin

P. Leahy

P. Daly

	General Council of County Councils Conference
	Enfield, Co. Meath
	3rd, 4th & 5th March 2005
	N. Flynn

G. Barron

P. Daly

D. Geoghegan

L. O’Sullivan

J. Tobin

P. Leahy

D. Cowman

D. Doocey

P. Nugent


Cllr. J. Tobin requested that it be noted that he had been unable to attend the two conferences at which his attendance had been approved.

(15)
NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr. A.M. Power moved on the following motion :


Proposed by: Cllr. A.M. Power


Seconded by: Cllr. J. Carey

1.
“That Waterford County Council call on the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to provide immediate funding for the remediation of Storm Water Overflows in the Tramore Sewerage Collection System ”.

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer advised that the Department of the Environment were not prepared to proceed at present but had requested that proposals be included in the Water Services Investment Programme.    This will be included in the Consultants’ brief and no delays were anticipated.

Cllr. L. Brazil moved on the following motion :


Proposed by:  Cllr. L. Brazil


Seconded by: Cllr. D. Geoghegan

2.
“That Waterford County Council increase the Speed Limit on the R676 Lemybrien to Carrick on Suir, from its present 80km/hr default level to its former level of 100km/hr.

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer stated that speed limits may only be changed by adoption of bye-laws.   This process requires public consultation and agreement of the Chief Superintendent.    Proposals will be considered when final Guidelines are received.  

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan moved on the following motion :


Proposed by: Cllr. L. O’Sullivan


Seconded by: Cllr. A.M. Power

3.
“That Waterford County Council review the Retail Strategy for the Tramore Area”.

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan commented that Waterford County Council need to ensure provision of a balanced retail strategy for Tramore.

Cllr. A.M. Power agreed and said that the people of Tramore were being forced to shop in Waterford.  She expressed disappointment at the recent decision to refuse the application for the Aldi development in Tramore.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that the Aldi decision had been consistent with the Tesco decision, which had been refused on appeal to An Bord Pleanála.  Mr. McCarthy confirmed that he was aware of difficulties being caused by the Retail Strategy and had invited 4 consultants to tender for review.   He confirmed that consultation would take place with the area Councillors, via the SPC and the Area Committee meetings. 

 (16)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Cllr. D. Geoghegan enquired if there were bye-laws in force with regard to water sports, on the river Blackwater, in Waterford.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that no bye-laws were in force at present.    He confirmed that he would consult with Youghal Town Council and revert to the members.

b) Cllr. T. Wright commented on the St. Patrick’s Day trip to New York and queried who had made the decision on selection of the delegates to travel, why all the Councillors had not been informed and whether the expenses were coming from individual members’ conference expenses.

Cllr. K. O’Ryan confirmed that his first knowledge of the proposed trip was an article in the local press.   He stated that he would have expected the Party Whip to notify party members.


Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services confirmed that costs associated with the trip were being offset against individual members’ conference budgets.   He set out the details of the allocations, as adopted by the members at the Budget meeting.   He confirmed that the delegation had been selected by the CPG, in consultation with the Party Whips.

c) Cllr. K. O’Ryan raised the issue of the recent significant increase in electricity charges and the adverse effect on lower income families.   He proposed that the Council write to the ESB expressing its concerns. 


Cllr. J. Tobin concurred with Cllr. O’Ryan on the matter.

      This concluded the business of the meeting.

______________________________

MÉARA
______________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNDAE 
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