COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 9th May, 2005, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                  Cllr. John Carey, Méara

	PRESENT:
	Cllr. Gerard Barron 
	Cllr. Dan Cowman

	Cllr. Liam Brazil
	Cllr. Brendan Mansfield

	Cllr. Paudie Coffey
	Cllr. Pat Nugent

	Cllr. Teresa Wright
	Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

	Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan
	Cllr. James Tobin

	Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan
	Cllr. Declan Doocey

	Cllr. Ann Marie Power
	Cllr. Nora Flynn

	Cllr. Pat Leahy
	Cllr. Mary Greene

	Cllr. Pat Daly
	Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

	Cllr. Tom Higgins
	Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson

	Cllr. Billy Kyne
	


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Tom Cronin

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. Martin Walsh, A/Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Roads & Infrastructure

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Paul Clerkin, Head of Finance

Ms. Tess O’Brien, A/County Secretary




Mr. Jim O’Mahony, Senior Executive Planner

Cllr. B. Mansfield raised the issue of the recent media coverage relating to alleged staff misconduct and also the proposed job losses at Waterford Crystal.

Following debate on protocol, Meára John Carey agreed to adjourn the meeting for 10 minutes in order for Party Whips to discuss with members.

Following adjournment, the meeting re-commenced and it was agreed to set aside standing orders to allow debate on the issues.

County Manager, Mr. Ray O’Dwyer stated that he would be making no further comment on the allegations while the Garda investigation was under way and that staff had been instructed accordingly.   He asked the members to refrain also.

In response to a query from Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Mr. O’Dwyer confirmed that the Draft County Development Plan was not in any way compromised by the allegations.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the death of the following:-

Mr. John Joe O’Donnell.

On the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, a minutes silence was held as a mark of respect to the late John Joe O’Donnell.

Cllr. N. Flynn wished a speedy recovery to J. A. Murphy and asked that a letter to this effect would issue from the Council.   Acting County Secretary, T. O’Brien confirmed that this would be done.

Waterford Crystal

Cllr. B. Kyne spoke of the recent events at Waterford Crystal.  He also wanted to put on the record that the Manager had done trojan work behind the scenes.

Cllr. B. Mansfield said the news was a devastating blow to the town.

Cllr. T. Higgins commented that the proposed closure would have a very bad effect on the town and the shopping centre.

Cllr. P. Nugent expressed his dismay and deep regret at the news.

Cllr. T. Wright expressed her sadness at the recent news and asked for a taskforce to be put in place.

Cllr. D. Geoghegan stated that the main players would be Government Ministers, Trade Unions and Management of Waterford Crystal.   He called on Waterford Minister, Martin Cullen to fully engage in talks. 

County Manager, Ray O’Dwyer supported the call to reconsider closure of the facility in Dungarvan.  

He confirmed that he had invited all the state agencies to Dungarvan for a meeting, which was held on Friday 6th May ’05, to form an Inter-Agency Group, to include FAS, VEC, Enterprise Ireland, IDA, WIT and Leader, with Waterford County Council as the lead agency.  He confirmed that members would be kept informed of the progress.

Brideview Drama Group, Tallow
Cllr. J. Tobin proposed that a formal civic reception be held for Brideview Drama Group, Tallow who recently won an All-Ireland.   This proposal was seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, afford a formal Civic Reception to the members of Brideview Drama Group, Tallow, in recognition of their recent success in National Competition”.

(1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9th APRIL, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 9th April, 2005, having been previously circulated were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin.  The following matters arose in relation to the minutes of the April meeting.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
White Lining, Ballinroad:


In reply to Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer, confirmed that work would be carried out in the near future.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of April 2005 having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of April, 2005 together with the list of planning applications received during the same period were noted.

MATTERS ARISING:

Cllr. D. Geoghegan again raised a number of issues relating to a recent newspaper article concerning ongoing investigations.   A lengthy discussion ensued.

The County Manager reiterated that it would be inappropriate to comment further, pending the outcome of the Garda investigation.   He reminded members that although allegations had been made, nothing had been proven.

Cllr. M. Greene asked if appeals submitted to An Bord Pleanala could be given by the I.T. department to Councillors. Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed to look at the possibility.

(4) 
ADOPTION OF DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT, 2004

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron it was proposed to adopt the draft Annual Report, 2004 as presented.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the draft Annual Report, 2004 as presented”.

(5) SECTION 183 – TRANSFER OF LAND AT TOWNSPARK EAST, LISMORE TO C. EGAN & 

S. COADY

 
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the transfer of 0.153 acres of land at Townspark East, Lismore, Co. Waterford to C. Egan & S. Coady for a consideration of €50,000, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(6) PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF 3 NO. TERRACED BUNGALOWS AT THE BURGERY, ABBEYSIDE, DUNGARVAN, CO. WATERFORD.

Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. B. Mansfield,
Seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the proposed development of 3 No. Terraced Bungalows at The Burgery, Abbeyside, in accordance with Part VIII of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations, 2001.”
(7) ANNUAL MEETING

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey, it was agreed to hold the Annual Meeting on Friday, 17th June ’05.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey

Seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey, and resolved

“That we the members of Waterford County Council agree to hold the Annual Meeting of Waterford County Council, on Friday 17th June, 2005”

(8) SPECIAL SPEED LIMIT, N25 CUSHCAM, DUNGARVAN, CO. WATERFORD.

On the recommendation of Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer approval was sought to proceed with new speed limit regulations at Cushcam, Dungarvan.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved,

“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt Bye Laws in relation to a Special Speed Limit  on the N25 at Cushcam, Dungarvan, in accordance with Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act, 2005.” 
(9) CONSIDERATION OF PRESENTATION OF HOUSEHOLD WASTE BYE-LAWS 2005

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Household Waste Bye-laws 2005, as presented.”

Cllr. P. Leahy stated that he wished to propose this motion which had come before Planning SPC.  He expressed concerns that members of the public were still not clear on what to put into their recycling bags and asked if a list of what is to be included for recycling could be issued.

Cllr. P. Coffey commented that the new draft bye-laws were very stringent but raised a concern in relation to enforcement.  He stated that stickers, being placed on bins of the elderly who were not fully aware how to handle their waste, were causing distress.

Cllr. B. Kyne concurred with Cllr. Coffey and asked that people be given clear information with regard to recycling their waste.  

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed with the sentiments of Councillors and stated that the public have responded very well to the recycling measures put in place.  Mr. McCarthy said that information sheets were being prepared and would be distributed as soon as possible.

Cllr. M. Greene highlighted a recent visit to the Material Recycling Facility by the Planning SPC and thanked both Waterford County Council and the staff of the Environment Department for such a modern facility.  She also remarked that a public gallery at the facility would have been a good idea to enable schools etc. to visit the facility and enquired as to the possibility of compiling a DVD / Video, for schools.

Cllr. B. Mansfield requested an update on waiver scheme applications for refuse collections.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services advised members that there were 3 Recycling / Bring Centres in the county, which accept paints, batteries, window glass and composting materials.  He also stated that a proposal to build and extra section at the MRF which would allow for school children to visit the facility has been submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government and that approval was awaited.

Mr. P. Clerkin, Director of Finance advised that 30 – 40 applications had been received for the waiver scheme and that the majority had been processed.

(10) CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 2005-2007

Cllr. P. Daly proposed adoption of the Plan which was being recommended by the SPC.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved,

“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Draft Litter Management Plan 2005-2007, as presented .” 
(11) CONSIDERATION OF POLICY ON ROADSIDE SIGNAGE

Cllr. P. Daly proposed adoption of the policy which was being recommended by the SPC.

Cllr. J. Tobin asked for clarification on non-commercial events and details of the number of weeks prior to an event an application had to be made.

Mr. D. Tuohy, Senior Executive Officer, Environment Department, stated that an application must be made 14 days prior to holding an event.

Cllr. J. Tobin stated he would not be supporting adoption as he had concerns regarding the requirements relating to non-commercial events.   Cllr. P. Coffey and Cllr. T. Higgins supported Cllr. Tobin’s comments.

Cllr. Coffey proposed that the policy be referred back to the SPC for further review.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that the policy had been discussed for over 12 months at SPC and its aim was to counteract indiscriminate signage.  He stressed that the intention was not to penalise any groups who wanted to erect signs and confirmed that members or specific groups should consult with the relevant Area Engineer, who would advise and assist.   In response to Cllr. D. Geoghegan’s comments that Political Parties were the worst offenders, Mr. McCarthy advised that election posters were exempt.

Cllr. Tobin stated that he would not support any proposal which required an individual’s name, address and telephone number to be put on a sign.

Following a lengthy discussion, Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager, assured the members that their views would be taken in to consideration and suggested that the proposed policy, given that it was recommended by the SPC, could be tried and subjected to review following a trial period.

As consensus could not be agreed, Cllr. P. Coffey, supported by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, proposed that the matter be referred back to the SPC for review.   Cllr. Coffey’s motion was put to a vote, with the following outcome:

For – 13. 

Against – 9.

The policy was accordingly referred back to the SPC for further consideration and review.

(12) CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Mr. D. McCarthy stated a decision would have to be taken at the July meeting as he has been informed by the Department that no extension of the time-frame would be allowed.  

Cllr. P. Nugent proposed that M. Kiely’s lands, at Ballynacourty, be re-zoned for Tourism.   This proposal was seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan.  Cllr. T. Higgins also supported this proposal, as did Cllr. T. Wright who expressed the opinion that this re-zoning had already been agreed at a meeting held the previous Friday.

Cllr. B. Mansfield asked to put on the record that he was not against any development which would build sustainable communities but that he did not, and would not, support any development in Ballynacourty.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, clarified that he had indicated at the meeting held, on the previous Friday, that he was not in favour of the proposed re-zoning.

Cllr. D. Doocey stated that at an Area meeting in Lismore it was agreed to re-zone lands Ref. No. 104 in Aglish.   Cllr. Wilkinson and Cllr. Tobin concurred that this had been agreed.  


On the proposal of Cllr. K. O’Ryan, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly it was proposed to re-zone lands at Monacallee, near Clonmel.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that the area had been eliminated as it had been designated as a flood plain, by the O.P.W.

Cllr. O’Ryan said this area of Monacallee was looking down on the river and had never once flooded, in his lifetime.

Cllr. M. Greene said that she would be accepting the recommendations of the planning staff and that she would not support Cllr. O’Ryan’s proposal.   Given the area’s designation as a flood plain, she felt that she could not, in all conscience, support a motion which might lead to problems in the future. 

Cllr. Coffey accepted Cllr. O’Ryan’s plea to re-zone but stated that he would also be guided by recommendations of planners.  He asked if consideration would be given to applications if they were accompanied by a Flood Impact Assessment.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, expressed some caution.   He agreed that applications with favourable Flood Impact Assessments would be considered, however, they would have to be referred to the OPW for consideration also and the burden of proof would rest with the applicant.   He stressed that any such application would also be required to meet other planning criteria.

Cllr. O’Ryan proposal for re-zoning was put to a vote, with the following outcome:

For – 7.

Against - 12.

Cllr. J. Tobin asked if Submission No. 125 – M. O’Keeffe’s land, would include a permanent access road.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that this was the case.

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan asked if the land at Faithlegge school could be re-visited.

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services said that 2 applications for re-zoning had been received, however, he was not in favour of re-zoning the land for residential use.

Cllr. L. Brazil enquired re. Submission no. 58, Nicky Hayes, Bonmahon for which a planning application had been submitted for 4 houses, while the submission stated only 3.   He stated that he had been  informed at a meeting the previous Friday, that he would receive a commitment on the matter in writing from the Planning department.   Both Cllr. Barron and Cllr. Leahy concurred with Cllr. Brazil on the matter.

Mr. J. O’Mahony, Senior Executive Engineer informed Cllr. Brazil that he had met with the applicant on site and that the proposed development would be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that it would be inappropriate to specify the number of units allowed on any particular site.   The County Manager concurred, stating that it would be totally inappropriate to discuss the number of houses relative to any particular area of zoned land.   Mr. McCarthy advised that if an appropriate design was received then the Planning department would be favourably disposed towards the development.

Cllr. Brazil proposed that the lands remain zoned, but received no seconder.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,

“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to place amendments to the draft County Development Plan on public display for a period of 4 weeks, in accordance with the Planning & Development Act, 2000.” 
(13) APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene,

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved,

“That  we, the members of Waterford County Council agree approval of additional expenditure as presented, in accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(14) PROGRESS REPORTS

MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

Cllr. D. Geoghegan expressed concerns regarding the condition of the road at Lackenfune, which he stated to be impassible.   He advised that the matter had been raised with the Area Engineer on more than one occasion..

Cllr. P. Nugent seconded Cllr. Geoghegan’s comments and stated that he too had brought up the issue with the Area Engineer.

Cllr. B. Kyne supported the comments and asked that the council be very stringent with developers, with regard to the condition in which roads were left when completing housing estates.   He also expressed concerns with regard to the Ballinroad area and asked for an engineering audit to be carried out, setting short, medium and long term solutions.

Cllr. K. O’Ryan thanked the Engineering staff for the work carried out at Harney’s Cross at Toor.

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer stated that he was aware of the problems at Lackenfune and Ballinroad and that, if necessary, the Council would carry out remedial works once the developers had finished.

Cllr. D. Doocey asked if a Traffic Impact Study could be undertaken at Tallow school and if consideration could be given to implementation of a one-way-system.

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer said that there were plans for a relief road at the back of the school.  Land was now available but funding was proving difficult to obtain.   He was optimistic that the improvements could be progressed in 2006.

Sanitary Services

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan asked for an update on the Tramore Sewerage Scheme, the Storm Water System in Tramore and recent problems which had occurred at the Pier.

Cllr. P. Leahy asked that the wetland in Dunhill be examined.

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services & County Engineer advised Cllr. Leahy that he would revert to him direct in this respect.

With regard to the Tramore Sewerage Scheme, Mr. O’Flynn confirmed that all required information had been with the Department for some time and that he was optimistic of a positive outcome, in the near future.   Recent problems with the Storm Water System, had occurred as a result of a pump breakdown on the Thursday, followed by a break in the contractors’ pipe over the weekend.  A proposal in connection with the storm water overflow was submitted to the Department in 2004, however, the Department replied in April to say that the Cove was not a designated bathing area and not suitable to advance any works.

It was then proposed by Cllr. John Carey, seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne to adjourn the meeting and carry forward remaining items to the June council meeting.

(13)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:

1.
Letter from Dept. of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources re. Mobile Phone Operators, dated 12th April, ’05.

2.
Letter from Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform re. Amalgamation of Tallow and Cappoquin Courts, dated 13th April, ’05.

3.
Letter from Co. Waterford Travellers Initiative re. Draft Traveller Accommodation Plan, dated 21st April, ’05.

4.
CEC Newsline Newsletter, dated Spring 2005.

5.
Letter from Monaghan Town Council dated 26th April regarding resolution in relation to introduce an annual licensing system for all communication mast.

6.
Letter from Limerick County Council dated 28th April regarding resolution that the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources arrange a suitable buy-out package for driftnet fishermen.

7.
Letter from Clonmel Borough Council in regard to the River Suir (Clonmel) Flood Relief Scheme, dated 4th May.

8.
Information re. Media Skills Seminar for Councillors from EPN Communications.

      This concluded the business of the meeting.

______________________________

MÉARA
______________________________
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