COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 10th April, 2006, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Ger Barron, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Liam Brazil


Cllr. John Carey




Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin





Cllr. Patrick Daly


Cllr. Declan Doocey





Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan




Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins




Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield





Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan




Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan





Cllr. A.M. Power


Cllr. James Tobin





Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. T. Wright


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Billy Kyne
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services
Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Roads & Infrastructure 
Mr. Donald Brady, A/Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mrs. Kitty Daly, Mrs. Eileen Knox, Ms. Carmel Murphy, Mrs. Margaret Radley, Mr. John Mills, Mr. Kevin Hennessy, Mr. Michael Barron, Mr. John Mullaney, Mrs. Helen Mulhearne, Mr. Dan O’Sullivan.

One minutes silence observed.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
· Congratulate the Sheehan family, Coolnagour in regard to their connection with War of Attrition, winner of the 2006 Gold Cup.  
Méara G. Barron then moved to Item 7 on the Agenda - Presentation on Public Service Excellence Awards
Mr. P. Daly, Senior Engineer showed the detailed presentation submitted by Waterford County Council leading to achievement of a Public Service Excellence Award which was recently presented to Cllr. G. Barron by An Taoiseach.  The presentation detailed the whole process at the MRF Plant, from kerbside collection of recyclables to completion stage where they are exported for re-use.  Méara G. Barron, along with a number of Councillors thanked and complimented Paul and all staff involved on achieving this excellent award, along with all the householders in County Waterford who participate in the recycling kerbside collection.  Councillors expressed their pride on achieving this award for County Waterford and stated that this should be used to promote our County as Waterford County Council is the leading authority at present.
Méara G. Barron then moved to Item 4 on the Agenda - Presentation to mark the 90th anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising
Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services referred to the upcoming 90th anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising and listed events being organised by Waterford County Council, i.e. informative leaflets, placing proclamation in each library across the County, and lectures throughout the year.  He referred to the details on the Waterford County Library website which his colleague Mr. E. Byrne presented to Councillors.  Mr. Brady added that this is the only local authority to date to have this information on their website.  Méara G. Barron complimented Mr. D. Brady on his presentation, supported by Cllr. B. Mansfield.
Cllr. D. Geoghegan stated that the tri-colour is currently only flown outside the Civic Offices on Council Meeting days and requested it be flown every day.

 (1) 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13th MARCH, 2006
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 13th March, 2006, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. P. Coffey.
MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Entrance to Machinery yard on the N25

Cllr. D. Geoghegan asked if there has been any progress on the vehicular access to the machinery 
yard.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that the matter is under discussion with Mr. J. 
O’Flaherty, Town Clerk and Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer and he will contact Cllr. 
Geoghegan in due course.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of March, 2006, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of March, 2006, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Planning issues

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan referred to a planning refusal issued by Waterford County Council which could 
have been avoided if ‘further information’ had been requested by a Planner.

Cllr. O’Sullivan stated that members of the public are not receiving value for money from 
architects/agents and suggested that a list of agents that attend information meetings held by the 
Planning Authority should be made available to the public.  Mr. 
D. McCarthy, Director of 
Services referred to the recent information seminar held for architects/agents and stated that 
another seminar will be held by Waterford County Council in the future.

Cllr. P. Coffey stated his opposition at people submitting a planning application for a house being 
asked for a landscape assessment report by Planners of Waterford County Council.  He stated that 
a planning condition attached to the permission granted regarding plants would be more beneficial 
and less costly on the applicant.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services to examine.
(b)
Town planning

In reply to Cllr. P. Coffey, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that 4 towns in County 
Waterford now require town plans under newly introduced legislation and have more community 
involvement than previously.  He added that public meetings have to take place prior to the Town 
Plan being developed and this Town Plan goes on to form part of the County Development Plan.
(5)
DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME
Cllr. P. Daly indicated that the CPG had agreed to defer this until the May Council meeting or later if necessary.
ICMSA/IFA -
Cllr. P. Coffey requested a meeting with these groups and requested permission for them to make a 
presentation to the SPC, supported by Cllr. P. Leahy.  Cllr. Wilkinson requested time for them to apply for grant aid.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services informed members that a meeting is being held with the IFA at the end of April and agreed to discuss a presentation by forming groups to the SPC with the relevant Chairperson.  Mr. McCarthy added that development charges are strictly enforced and a new scheme is presently being prepared.  

(6)
PROPOSAL TO PREPARE A VARIATION OF THE WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 – FARRANGARRETT, ARDMORE, COUNTY WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 13 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, it was agreed to prepare a variation of the Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 – Farrangarrett, Ardmore, County Waterford, in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin,   

Seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to prepare a variation of the Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 – Farrangarrett, Ardmore, County Waterford, in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.”
(8) 
ABANDONMENT OF LOCAL ROAD LT-40221 (Part) (formerly A67) IN THE TOWNLAND OF 
COOLFIN, PORTLAW, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 12 OF THE 
ROADS ACT 1993
Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services referred to the proposed abandonment of this poorly conditioned road as Waterford County Council has not been maintaining it in recent times.  He added that a right of way would still exist.  Cllr. P. Coffey stated his opposition to the closure of this and requested an oral hearing, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,
Seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to hold an oral hearing regarding the abandonment of local road LT-40221(Part) (formerly A67) in the townland of Coolfin, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Section 12 of the Roads Act 1993.”
(9) 
N25 KINSALEBEG REALIGNMENT
(a) CONSIDERATION OF REPORT ON PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT AT PILTOWN CROSS (PART VIII, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001)

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services referred to the report as circulated.  It was proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, to proceed with the proposed improvements at Piltown Cross, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001.”
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent,   

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the proposed improvements at Piltown Cross, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001.”
(b) EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY L6045 SOUTH


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services referred to the report and drew attention to the 128 submissions 
opposing the extinguishment of the public right of way L6045 south.  He informed members that the 
extinguishment of this public right of way was one of the N.R.A.’s conditions in granting the proposed 
improvements at Piltown Cross.  Cllr. P. Nugent referred to a public meeting held on 23rd March, 2006 at 
which 100% of local residents present opposed the extinguishment of the right of way and 98% agreed to a 
one way exit slip road.  Cllr. T. Cronin also attended this meeting and supported a one way exit slip road 
to the left.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed members that he has a meeting with the Inspector 
of the N.R.A. on Wednesday and he will convey the outcome of todays decision to him.  It was then 
proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin to agree to a one way exit slip road to the left 
from the L6045 south at Kinsalebeg/Piltown onto the N25.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent, 

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to a one way exit slip road to the left from the L6045 south at Kinsalebeg/Piltown onto the N25.”
(10) URBAN AND VILLAGE RENEWAL REPORTS
Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services referred to the report as circulated.  Méara G. Barron added that it has enhanced our towns and villages immensely.  
Cllr. J. Carey stated that over a million people passed through Passage in 2005 and asked Mr. J. O’Flynn and Waterford County Council to examine possibilities for the area with him.  

It was proposed by Cllr. A.M. Power, seconded by Méara G. Barron to request further funding from the E.U. for Urban & Village renewal projects.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that this is done through the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government and agreed to follow up.

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin it was agreed to adopt the Urban and Village Renewal Reports, as presented.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,      

Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Urban and Village Renewal Reports, as presented.”
(11) PROGRESS REPORTS
MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
Pedestrian crossing, Kilmacomma

Cllr. C. Ó Riain thanked all involved in the pedestrian crossing and asked if Waterford County Council carried out all the work.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the road/ground works are carried out by Waterford County Council but a private contractor arranges the lighting.
(b)
Lighting from Tallow to Tallow Bridge 

Cllrs. J. Tobin and K. Wilkinson welcomed the lighting recently provided.
Community & Enterprise 
(a)
Decentralisation


Cllr. T. Wright referred to a recent South East Regional Authority meeting which she attended at which it was indicated that no timescale exists for decentralisation of OSI staff to Dungarvan.  She requested that a delegation meet with Ordnance Survey Ireland.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager informed members that he has spoken with the Chairman of the Office for Public Works and is guaranteed that offices will be completed in 3-5 years.  Cllr. Wright feels that a meeting should take place between the Department and O.S.I. in regard to staffing of the building.  Cllr. P. Coffey supported Cllr. Wright and requested that this be followed up with the Department of Finance and the OPW. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager assured members that he will do everything he can to make decentralisation happen in Dungarvan.   
Housing

(a)
Houses at Fourmilewater

Cllr. C. Ó Riain requested that the 2 houses at Fourmilewater be allocated and also requested a clean up of the area by Waterford County Council before the Minister officially opens the Health Centre nearby.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to follow up.
(b)
Clashmore

Cllr. T. Cronin requested report/survey on dangerous embankment between old and new housing estates at Clashmore.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to follow up.
(c)
Old school ground, Cappoquin

Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the proposal for 16 houses for this area but feels it isn’t big enough for this and recommended that it be developed for older housing applicants as it is central and near the health centre.  Cllr. Wilkinson in agreement.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to arrange area meeting with Councillors to discuss further.
Sanitary Services

(a)
Well at Mothel 
In reply to Cllr. M. Greene, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to arrange to test the water at the well in Mothel.  
(b)
Deelish/Ballinacourty

Cllr. T. Wright asked if development will continue with the inadequate water supply in the area.  
Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that a number of options are being examined at present  
and it is hoped that drilling will commence shortly.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services 
acknowledged the problem with the public water supply at present but stated that developers can 
provide water from their own sources.
(c)
West Waterford Water Supply Scheme


In response to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that drilling had to stop 
October last due to weather but is due to commence shortly.

(d)
7 villages Sewerage Scheme

Cllr. L. Brazil requested update.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that scheme is on 
target with the exception of Ardmore.  Waterford County Council is still waiting on foreshore 
licences from the Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources.  In reply to Cllr. 
N. Flynn, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that any area with an outfall into a tidal area 
requires this licence.  It was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin to instruct the Department to proceed 
with schemes that don’t require the foreshore licence, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.  Mr. J. 
O’Flynn, Director of Services advised members that it would be premature to forward this letter to 
the Department.  Cllr. Tobin withdrew his proposal on the advice of Mr. J. O’Flynn.
Fire

(a)
Kilmacthomas Fire Station

Cllr. L. Brazil proposed going back to the site of the Old Mill with the fire station proposal.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services explained this site was deemed unsuitable due to the entrance onto a narrow street.  Ms. Curley informed members that work is progressing on the CPO on the agreed site, adding that the legal process requires due care but Waterford County Council is progressing with the CPO.
Environment 

(a)
Recycling bags

Cllr. D. Doocey along with Cllr. J. Tobin feels that the recycling bag is too small for the customers of Waterford County Council.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that size and design of bag will be re-examined.
(b)
Mountain Road, Clonmel


Cllr. M. Greene referred to the residents of this area who didn’t receive any notification from Waterford County Council regarding the €150 flat charge and complimented the Environment staff who rectified the problem.  
(c)
Burning of bushes


Cllr. J. Tobin requested that the Council publicise when burning of gorse can/cannot take place.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager agreed to this.

(d)
Waiver scheme


Cllrs. Doocey and Higgins referred to the waiver scheme in operation and requested that the scheme be amended to include contributory pensioners living alone.  Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance informed the Council that only non-contributory pensioners living alone qualify under the present waiver scheme but agreed to re-examine in 2007.  Cllr. N. Flynn asked if this was the case in Dungarvan Town Council.  Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance confirmed that there are 2 separate schemes in operation and some contributory pensioners qualify in the Dungarvan urban area.  Cllr. Higgins asked what the situation will be if Waterford County Councils target of 11,000 customers paying the €150 flat charge is not met.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied a major assessment will take place shortly, as 11,000 customers are required to make the service viable. 
(e)
Enforcement


Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed to issue a report on enforcement at the May Council meeting, on the request of Cllr. T. Wright.
Méara G. Barron recommended the suspension of Standing Orders to continue the meeting until

5:30p.m.  Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan and agreed.

(12)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1. Letter from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 22nd March,

         2006, regarding bituminous coal.
2. Letter from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 30th March,

          2006, regarding Tallow Fire Station.

3. Letter from Office of the Minister for Agriculture & Food, dated 16th March, 2006, regarding

          nitrates directive.

4. Letter from South Tipperary County Council, dated 14th March, 2006, regarding Notice of Motion

          calling on the Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment to immediately remove the capping on  

          Community Employment Schemes.

5. Letter from South Tipperary County Council, dated 29th March, 2006, regarding resolution

          regarding nitrates directive.

6. Letter from Ennis Town Council, dated 27th March, 2006, regarding the McCain Bill.

7. Letter from Clonakilty Town Council, dated 29th March, 2006, regarding Notice of Motion to call on the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government to amend planning laws to allow local authority discretion in relation to planning aspects of the so-called ‘adult entertainment’ industry.

8. Letter from Edenderry Town Council, dated 30th March, 2006, regarding Notice of Motion to call on

          government to support the Stardust Victims.

   Handed out on day:

(a) Letter from Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 31st March, 2006, regarding Lismore Fire Station.

(b) Letter from Minister M. Cullen, dated 4th April, 2006, regarding proposals for a new fire station at Portlaw, Co. Waterford.

(13)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,     

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 28th January to 24th March, 2006, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Pathfinding Conference - Island of Ireland Peace Park
	Dublin
	3rd-4th March
	P. Nugent

	Association of County & City Councils (formerly General Council of County Councils)
	Co. Louth
	9th – 11th March
	P. Nugent
L. O’Sullivan

N. Flynn

A.M. Power

J. Carey

	Carlow Tourism Annual Conference - "The Future of our Past - the role of Heritage & Culture in Tourism Development”
	Carlow
	23rd & 24th March
	L. O’Sullivan
A.M. Power

	Media Skills for Councillors
	Galway
	28th January
	J. Tobin


(14)
NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr. K. Wilkinson moved on the following Notices of Motion
1. “That Waterford County Council make provision for bike stands at Main Street, Lismore
        and also at the Millennium Park, Lismore.

        Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services 

        replied that a bike stand will be considered in the Main Street as part of the traffic plan but cannot 

        be provided in the Millennium Park as bicycles are prohibited under the bye laws.
2. “That Waterford County Council address the surface problems at Tivoli Terrace,

       Cappoquin, Co. Waterford.”

                                      Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services

                                      responded that patching work will be carried out as required, but this road won’t be re-surfaced until

                                      work on the sewerage scheme is complete.
Cllr. T. Cronin moved on the following Notices of Motion
3.       That a letter be forwarded to all Councils that this Notice of Motion effects and also the

     Minister for Communications, Marine & Natural Resources:  “That Waterford County Council call on the Minister for Communications, Marine & Natural Resources to put a proper buy out scheme in place for the drift net salmon fishermen of Ireland and for those fishermen who don’t avail of the buyout scheme, these fishermen should be offered a proper set-a-side scheme.”

    Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey and agreed to forward letter to the Minister

    for Communications, Marine & Natural Resources and circulate to local authorities.
4.       “That Waterford County Council provide flashing amber lights at the school in

          Kinsalebeg, in the interest of road safety.”

Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that as part of Waterford County Councils policy a 75% contribution has to be raised by the school management.
(15)    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(a) New York trip

Méara G. Barron gave a comprehensive report of his trip to New York to the St. Patricks Day 
Parade with the County Manager and Cllrs. P. Daly, D. Doocey, J. Tobin, D. Geoghegan, L. Brazil, 
P. O’Callaghan.  They attended many meetings at which they promoted County Waterford with 
their main function being representational, promotional and educational.  Many Councillors 
welcomed this comprehensive report and complimented Cllr. Barron on delivering it. Cllr. C. Ó 
Riain raised concern at the Council’s debt of over €7 million and asked the County Manager and 
the Head of Finance to continue to strictly monitor expenditure.  Cllr. B. Mansfield acknowledged 
Méara Barrons report but didn’t agree with 7 Councillors going to New York and costing the 
taxpayer €20,000.  Cllr. P. Coffey responded saying that the delegation was mandated by 
Waterford County Council and it was a very worthwhile exercise. 
    This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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