COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 13th March, 2006, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Ger Barron, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Liam Brazil


Cllr. John Carey




Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin





Cllr. Patrick Daly


Cllr. Declan Doocey





Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan




Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins




Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Leahy




Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent






Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan





Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. A.M. Power





Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson





Cllr. T. Wright


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Dan Cowman
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services
Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Roads & Infrastructure 
Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
· Blackwater Community School Choir on winning the All Ireland title.
(1) 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13th FEBRUARY, 2006
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 13th February, 2006, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey.
MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Planning refusals

Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to his discussion regarding planning at the February council meeting and 
stated that he has since had a meeting with the County Manager and he is now satisfied with the 
planning process.
(b)
Speed limits

In response to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that Waterford County 
Council is currently reviewing speed limits throughout the County.  The speed limits review will 
be publicised and also discussed with the Garda Superintendent.  The Draft Speed Limit Bye Laws 
will then go before the Council for consideration.  At the request of Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. J. 
O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to discuss at Area Meetings before placing the Draft before 
Councillors.  It was agreed to review speed limits at schools and to submit the Draft to the SPC for 
consideration when available.
(c)
Gates at Riverglen, Cappoquin


Cllr. N. Flynn requested that the gates be fixed without delay.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services 
to arrange.

(d)
Dooneen Water Scheme

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services invited Cllr. P. Daly to discuss with him.
(e)
Tramore Fire Station

In reply to Cllr. P. Daly, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated that the Department is currently 
looking at a national review regarding cover, but added that cover in Tramore is adequate at 
present.
(f)
Landfill site

In reply to Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that a number of sites in 
the South East region are being examined.

(g)
Caredoc


Cllr. D. Doocey asked if a meeting had taken place with Caredoc as a clinic is urgently required in 
Lismore.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to discuss with Party Whips and arrange.

(h)
Trip to New York


Cllr. B. Mansfield requested itinerary for the Councillors trip to New York and requested report on 
their return.  Méara G. Barron agreed to this.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of February, 2006, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of February, 2006, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Planning permission - South East Fisheries Board, Portlaw

Cllr. P. Coffey referred to a planning permission granted over 2 years ago and requested that 
Conditions attached to it be followed up by Waterford County Council immediately.  He added that 
there was concern at the time that drift wood would become a problem to the supply of water going 
to the City and stated that this has now become a problem.  Cllr. Coffey requested a breakdown of 
costs incurred on Waterford County Council because of this.
(b)
Planning refusals

Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to the list of planning refusals circulated and added that a majority of 
them relate to the County Development Plan.  He recommended an information meeting for people 
submitting applications, which was supported by Cllr. K. Wilkinson.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of 
Services informed members of the Seminar arranged by Waterford County Council in the Park 
Hotel on Thursday 16th March, and invited Councillors to attend and participate.  Mr. D. McCarthy, 
Director of Services also invited Councillors to a Seminar on 20th March in the Council Chamber 
on the Retail Strategy.
(4)
PRESENTATION ON ARCHIVES PLAN 2006-2010 AND CONSIDERATION OF SAME 

Ms. J. Rothwell, County Archivist outlined in detail the content of the Archives Plan 2006-2010.  On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, it was agreed to adopt the Archives Plan 2006-2010, as presented.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, 
Seconded by Cllr. M. Greene, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Archives Plan 2006-2010, as presented.” 
(5)(a)   CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 49.4 ACRES OF LAND AT KILMOVEE, PORTLAW, CO. WATERFORD, TO WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL, THE MALL, WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001: 
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to proceed with the disposal of 49.4 acres land at Kilmovee, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, to Waterford City Council, for a sum of €361,875, in     accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government, Act, 2001.”
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,    

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to dispose of 49.4 acres at Kilmovee, Portlaw, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €361,875, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government, Act, 2001.”
(5)(b)   CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 0.094 ACRES TO JAMES & MARY RYAN, GRAIGNAGOUR, BALLYMACARBRY, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001: 

In reply to Cllr. M. Greene, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated that the nominal fee of €5.00 is being charged as lands being transferred at Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford is due to mapping error.  On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to proceed with the disposal of 0.094 acres at Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford, (Folio 20500F) to James & Mary Ryan, Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €5.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government, Act, 2001.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,   

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the disposal of 0.094 acres at Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford, (Folio 20500F) to James & Mary Ryan, Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford, for a sum of  €5.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government, Act, 2001.”
(5)(c)   CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 0.047 ACRES TO BRENDAN RYAN, GRAIGNAGOUR, BALLYMACARBRY, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001: 

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to proceed with the disposal of 0.047 acres at Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford, (Folio 20500F) to Mr. Brendan Ryan, Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford, for a sum of  €5.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government, Act, 2001.”
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to dispose of 0.047 acres at Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford (Folio 20500F) to Brendan Ryan, Graignagour, Ballymacarbry, Co. Waterford, for a sum of €5.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government, Act, 2001.”
(6)
REPORT ON SERVICE INDICATORS
Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services referred to the report as circulated and stated that new indicators have been activated.  In reply to queries raised by Cllr. P. Coffey in relation to the waiting period on housing applications, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated that the decision making period has been greatly reduced as applications are now assessed within 7 days of receipt of a completed application whereas previously houses had to be available in an area before assessments were made. 

(7) ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT ON CORPORATE PLAN
Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager referred to the Corporate Plan 2005-2009 and said that the annual progress report now circulated reflected the activities of Waterford County Council in 2005.  Amongst the projects completed in 2005 were the Library Headquarters, the Boyle Room, Lismore and the South East materials recovery facility in Shandon.  This annual progress report was welcomed by the Council.
(8) PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER CONFIRMATION OF CPO FOR LISMORE FIRE STATION
On the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, it was agreed to confirm the Compulsory Purchase Order (No. 2), 2005.”
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,

Seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to confirm the Compulsory Purchase Order (No. 2), 2005.”
(9) ROAD WORKS SCHEME 2006

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services referred to the comprehensive report as circulated to members.  In reply to Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that €200,000 is secured for traffic calming at the Burgery.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to examine the possibility of extending the speed limit out the Burgery but added that traffic calming may solve the problem.

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan it was agreed to adopt the Roads Works Scheme, as presented.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,  

Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Road Works Scheme, 2006, as presented.”
(10) CROOKE SEWERAGE SCHEME
Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, it was agreed to proceed with Crooke Sewerage Scheme, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,   

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the Crooke Sewerage Scheme, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”

(11) INTENTION TO ADVERTISE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF TALLOW LINK ROAD AND RIVERSTOWN RELIEF ROAD, TRAMORE, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001
Cllr. J. Tobin asked if the Tallow Link Road will be complete before the beginning of the 2006/07 school year.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that Waterford County Council are carrying out the work on this road and it is envisaged that it will be complete prior to September, 2006.  In reply to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that funding for the Riverstown Relief Road has to be spent before November, 2006.  It was then proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, to proceed and advertise the proposed development of Tallow Link Road and Riverstown Relief Road, Tramore, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,    

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey,  and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to advertise the proposed development of Tallow Link Road and Riverstown Relief Road, Tramore, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(12) URBAN AND VILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSALS

Méara G. Barron informed members that the Corporate Policy Group agreed to defer this item to the April 
Council Meeting, to allow further consultation for Councillors.
(13) PROGRESS REPORTS
MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
Kinsalebeg Underpass

In response to Cllrs. P. Nugent and T. Cronin, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the N.R.A. is the funding authority for this project and one of their conditions is that the side road be closed.  Mr. O’Flynn recommended that the Council waits until all submissions are received and then the possibility of keeping this road open one way onto the N25 can be discussed in greater detail with the N.R.A.  
(b)
Tramore Ring Road/Clarenwood Roundabout

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied to Cllrs. P. O’Callaghan and L. O’Sullivan stating that work has been postponed temporarily as staff were transferred to complete the traffic calming at Kilmeaden.
(c)
Knockenduff Junction
Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that there is no funding available at present for a roundabout at this location.
(d)
Dungarvan By Pass

Cllr. B. Kyne requested an update on this.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that this report has been forwarded to the N.R.A. and he hopes to discuss it with them in the near future.
Housing

(a)
Part V

Cllr. B. Mansfield requested information on where Part V contributions are being spent.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services replied that contributions are specifically for social and affordable housing and Department approval has to be sought prior to spending it.
(b)
Rumble strips in housing estates

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to forward ‘Policy on Rumble Strips’ to Cllrs. N. Flynn and K. Wilkinson.
Sanitary Services

(a)
Seven villages sewerage scheme
Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed Cllr. L. Brazil that the sewerage schemes are on target with the exception of Ardmore.  Cllr. P. Leahy stated that the relocation of the Kilmeaden scheme has major consequences for the area.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that it was moved on the instruction of the Department Inspector.
(b)
Ring/Helvick water supply

In reply to Cllrs. B. Kyne and B. Mansfield, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that a 
number of options are currently being examined and it is hoped to have a decision on the source of 
water for the Ring/Helvick area by the Autumn.
Fire

(a)
Portlaw Fire Station

Cllr. P. Coffey asked that the Department be contacted again in regard to Portlaw Fire Station and requested that some of the additional vehicles being supplied to the County be located in Portlaw. 
Environment 

(a)
Waste collection service
· Recycling bags - Cllr. D. Doocey expressed his concern at the poor quality and size of the recently introduced recycling bags.  Ms. N. Flynn agreed with Cllr. Doocey stating that the timing of changing the bag was ill-received and requested that it be re-examined.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that bags provided now are the same as the original bag and this bag is now lighter to lift for bin collectors.  He added that re-designing may be an option.
· Recycling facility, Shandon – Cllr. D. Geoghegan requested a detailed report on this facility.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services to provide at April Council meeting.

· Plastic waste on farms – In reply to Cllr. M. Greene, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that the Environment SPC will liaise with the Department.  

· Circulation of Demand for €150 flat charge – Cllrs. C. Ó Riain and K. Wilkinson referred to a number of people on the collection route of Waterford County Council who haven’t received any information on the flat charge.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that advertisements were placed in newspapers and on radios for people to contact the Council if they hadn’t received a demand.  Mr. McCarthy added that he will provide Councillors with information on the flat charge after the meeting.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager added that Waterford County Council intends to keep servicing the existing routes.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan stated that the Council should continue the existing service as private operators are unlikely to collect in rural areas.
· Waiver Scheme – in response to Cllr. B. Kyne, Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager stated that an analysis was carried out and if the waiver was applied to all pensioners it would have cost Waterford County Council in excess of €40,000.  Mr. O’Dwyer agreed to re-examine scheme in 2007.  He informed members that 50% of customers have paid to date.

· Woodstown Area



Cllr. J. Carey requested that the collection route be extended for approximately 19 customers.  Mr. 
D. McCarthy, Director of Services to examine.

· Vending machines


Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services informed the Council that vending machines for refuse tags 
may be an option and confirmed that this is being examined.
(14)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1.
Letter from Cobh Town Council, dated 8th March, 2006, regarding Notice of Motion re 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR).

2.
Letter from Office of the Minister for Education & Science, dated 1st March, 2006, regarding 
W.I.T.

3.
Acknowledgement from Office of the Minister for Agriculture & Food, dated 3rd March, 2006, 
regarding Nitrates Directive.

4.
Letter from South Tipperary County Council, dated 22nd February, 2006, regarding Notice 
of Motion re Respond and Cluid houses.

5.
Letters from Deputy B. O’Shea, dated 1st & 8th March, 2006, regarding proposed Fire Station, 
Portlaw.

6.
Letter from Deputy J. Deasy, dated 23rd February, 2006, regarding proposed Fire Station, 
Portlaw.

7.
Acknowledgement from the Minister for Transport, dated 3rd March, 2006, regarding proposed 
Fire Station, Portlaw.

8.
Acknowledgement from Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 
1st 
March, 2006, regarding proposed Fire Station, Portlaw.

9.
Acknowledgement from Office of the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local 
Government, dated 17th February, 2006, regarding 7 villages sewerage scheme.  Letter dated 8th 
March, 2006 regarding same.

10.
Acknowledgement from Office of the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local 
Government, dated 17th February, 2006, regarding Tallow Fire Station.

11.
Acknowledgement from Office of the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local 
Government, dated 17th February, 2006, regarding Lismore Fire Station.

12.
Letter from Portlaoise Town Council, dated 20th February, 2006, regarding Notice of Motion 
re Medical Card holders.

13.
Letter from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 7th March, 
2006, regarding water services pricing policy.

14.
Letter from Mr. D. Curneen, Co. Leitrim, dated 22nd February, 2006, regarding the census 
form.


15.
Acknowledgement from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, 
dated 9th March, 2006, regarding bituminous coal.

(15)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,    

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 3rd to 26th February, 2006, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Antrim Tourism Conference 2006 - "How to make Tourism work for You"
	Co. Antrim
	3rd & 4th February
	P. Coffey

	The Local Government Planning Service Training Seminar
	Co. Waterford
	3rd & 4th February
	D. Doocey

	Community Safety Conference
	Kilkenny.
	9th February
	Declan Doocey

	Creating a Safer Waterford - Community Safety Conference
	Co. Waterford.
	8th February
	Paddy O’Callaghan

	AMAI Spring Seminar 2006
	Co. Donegal.
	10th & 11th  February
	Declan Doocey, Pat Leahy, Pat Daly, James Tobin, Gerard Barron, Pat Nugent, Paudie Coffey, Kevin Wilkinson, Thomas Cronin

	Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd. 6 National Conference – 21st century infrastructure for 21st century tourism
	Co. Roscommon
	16th February
	Paddy O’Callaghan, Pat Leahy, Pat Daly, James Tobin

	Mid-West Regional Authority 12th Annual Conference - "The Region & the NDP 2007-2013"
	Co. Clare
	17th February
	Damien Geoghegan

	17th Colmcille Winter School 2006
	Co. Donegal
	24th – 26th February
	Paddy O’Callaghan, Tom Higgins, Gerard Barron


(16)
NOTICES OF MOTION
Cllr. B. Mansfield moved on the following Notice of Motion

1.
“That Waterford County Council takes a proactive approach in educating the public on the 
ideals of the 1916 proclamation by holding a commemorative event, i.e. a lecture/exhibition or 
print a leaflet for schools etc., in order to mark the 90th anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising.”


Proposed by Cllr. B. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.  Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to the 
importance of the 1916 proclamation and recommended a proactive approach be taken by 
Waterford County Council.  Cllr. T. Higgins opposed this Notice of Motion saying that he did not 
regard a 90th anniversary as significant.  Méara G. Barron along with a majority of Councillors 
supported Cllr. Mansfields Notice of Motion and Méara Barron agreed that the library service 
would examine ways of educating the public on the 1916 proclamation.  Méara G. Barron added 
that he has accepted an 
invitation to the
commemorative event of the 1916 proclamation in Dublin.

Cllr. D. Geoghegan moved on the following Notices of Motion
2.        “That Waterford County Council, in the interest of safety, provide public lighting in the

           vicinity of Coolnasmear Hall.”

           Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services

           to examine the possibility of including this in the next programme, at the request of Cllr. D.

           Geoghegan.
3.       “That Waterford County Council carry out all proposed improvement works at its 

          machinery yard on the N25, including the immediate closing of the vehicular access point

          onto the N25.”

          Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan stated that this

          work is long overdue and would add greatly to the surrounding area, especially with the tidy towns
          competition commencing shortly.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to examine.
(17)    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(a) Fáilte Football Committee

Méara G. Barron referred to a very successful day for non-nationals held in Dungarvan recently.  
He complimented Ms. Rosarie Kealy and all those in Waterford Sports Partnership for organising 
the event.
      This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNDAE
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