COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 9th January, 2006, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Ger Barron, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Liam Brazil


Cllr. John Carey




Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Dan Cowman




Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Patrick Daly




Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan




Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Mary Greene






Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Leahy




Cllr. A.M. Power


Cllr. Pat Nugent




Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Brendan Mansfield

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Housing & Corporate Affairs

Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Ray Moloney, Senior Executive Officer 

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Ms. Geraldine Canning, Mr. Michael McGrath, Mr. Michael Keane, Mr. Bill Lane, Mr. Liam Crowley, Mr. Jim Canning, Mr. Ned Kiely, Mr. Dick Coe.

One minutes silence observed.

VOTES OF BEST WISHES
· Mr. Seán Murphy, Department of Social Family & Community Affairs on his recent retirement.

(1) (a)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12th DECEMBER, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 12th December, 2005, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.  

(1) (b)
MINUTES OF BUDGET MEETING HELD ON 15th DECEMBER, 2005
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 15th December, 2005, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.  Cllr. P. Leahy stated that his proposal at this meeting was that no decision on the Budget be taken by the Council or the County Manager until all avenues for additional funding from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government had been exhausted.  Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary replied that this is reflected in the minutes of the Budget Meeting held on 4th Janaury, 2006 and will also be added to the minutes of Budget Meeting held on 15th December, 2005.

(1) (c)
MINUTES OF BUDGET MEETING HELD ON 4th JANUARY, 2006
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 4th January, 2006, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.  

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of December, 2005 having previously been circulated, were noted.  

 (3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of December, 2005 together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(4)
PROPOSED MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF CO. WATERFORD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005 - 2011 PD 05/454 – MICHAEL WALSH, SITES 15 AND 16 KILLOWEN, WATERFORD BUSINESS PARK, WATERFORD.

Cllr. P. Daly received clarification from Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services that lands in this area are already zoned with the exception of Sites 15 and 16.  On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, it was agreed to proceed with the proposed Material Contravention of County Waterford Development Plan 2005-2011, in respect of planning application ref. no. PD 05/454 – Michael Walsh, Sites 15 and 16 Killowen, Waterford Business Park, Waterford.”
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved,

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the Material Contravention of County Waterford Development Plan 2005-2011, in respect of planning application ref. no. PD 05/454 – Michael Walsh, Sites 15 and 16 Killowen, Waterford Business Park, Waterford.”
(5) PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER NOMINATION OF 3 MEMBERS TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE REGIONAL HEALTH FORUM SOUTH

The Department of Health and Children invited Waterford County Council to nominate three members to the Regional Health Forum South.

On behalf of the Labour Party, Cllr. B. Kyne proposed Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. T. Wright.

On behalf of the Fine Gael Party, Cllr. P. Coffey proposed Cllr. J. Carey and Cllr. T. Higgins, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.

On behalf of the Fianna Fáil Party, Cllr. J. Tobin proposed Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy.

Méara G. Barron informed the members that the group voting system could be used for these nominations, and that a group would comprise 7 members.

Following a discussion on procedure, Mr. M. Walsh, Co. Secretary, clarified that in the absence of any 7 members forming a group for this purpose then nominations would be made by a majority vote of the Council.

No group presented itself and votes were taken as follows:

Cllr. B. Kyne proposed Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. T. Wright.  15 Councillors voted for Cllr. P. O’Callaghan and he was elected.

Cllr. P. Coffey proposed Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.  15 Councillors voted for Cllr. J. Carey, and he was elected.

Cllr. P. Coffey proposed Cllr. T. Higgins, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.  15 Councillors voted for Cllr. T. Higgins, and he was elected

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Wright, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council nominate Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, to the committee of the Regional Health Forums, (Health Act 2004, Regulations 2005).”
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council nominate Cllr. J. Carey and Cllr. T. Higgins, to the committee of the Regional Health Forums, (Health Act 2004, Regulations 2005).”
(6)
PRESENTATION ON DUNHILL


Méara G. Barron requested the members approval to postpone this presentation until the February Council Meeting.  This was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene.  

(7)
PROGRESS REPORTS


PROGRESS REPORTS 
MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
Traffic calming on N72


Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the danger on this road and requested that consideration be given to traffic calming from the Padre Pio nursing home into Cappoquin and requested that it be discussed with the NRA.  Cllr. K. Wilkinson in agreement.  Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. said that consultants would be appointed in 2006 for a traffic calming study.

(b)
Signage


Cllr. P. Leahy requested written reports on proposals for areas at Haughtons and approaching Dunphys.  Mr. R. Moloney, Senior Executive Officer to follow up.

(c)
Traffic control

Cllr. C. Ó Riain requested that the Gardai provide more manpower and additional Garda presence on county roads to alleviate the problems of cars speeding and the number of road traffic accidents which occur throughout the County.  Cllr. M. Greene in agreement.  

(d)
Killahala/wall near river


Cllr. K. Wilkinson complimented the recent works carried out at Killahala and requested that the gaps in the wall by the river be examined urgently as it is a serious danger to drivers.  Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. to follow up with Area Engineer.

(e)
Speed limits


In response to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. stated that it is hoped to have review of speed limits for the February SPC meeting. 

(f)
Ballinroad
Cllr. B. Kyne stated that a series of work has to be undertaken in Ballinroad as a matter of urgency due primarily to the absence of lighting, signage and road markings.  Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. replied that signage can be arranged shortly and he will discuss the other outstanding items with the Area Engineer.  He added that plans have been drawn up for a change of layout at the Kilminnion junction and will go on public display shortly.

(g)
Cloneety


Cllr. T. Wright asked if work will be carried out in near future.  Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. replied that it will be included in Dungarvan Town Council road works scheme.

(h)
Public lighting


Cllr. J. Tobin referred to the long periods awaited to get public lighting in working order and referred to the time delay in getting the E.S.B. to get lights connected from Tallow to Tallow Bridge.  Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. replied that the contract between Waterford County Council and the E.S.B. states that work has to be carried out within 10 working days and added that he is aware that this is not being met in some cases.  

(i)
Hedgecutting

In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. stated that landowners have been reminded of their obligation to cut their ditches and will be reminded again in the coming weeks.

(j)
Pedestrian lighting, Brown Street, Portlaw


Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. informed Cllr. P. Coffey that he will arrange for this to be repaired.

(k)
Kinsalebeg/Piltown Underpass


In response to queries raised by Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. stated that it is hoped to have a decision from the N.R.A. in February regarding the underpass.

Community & Enterprise

(a)
Broadband 

In reply to Cllr. P. Coffey, Mr. B. White, Director of Services stated that the Department has provided funding for the Portlaw area for the provision of Broadband.  He added that a report will be available at the next meeting.

(b) Economic Think Tank and Inter Agency Forum

Mr. B. White, Director of Services informed Cllr. T. Wright that Economic Think Tank was established to develop major industries for the County and the Inter Agency Forum was set up following the closure of Waterford Glass.  Update requested for February council meeting.

(c)
Rural transport


With regard to rural transport, Cllr. A.M. Power asked if a survey has been carried out in the Tramore area.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services said that proposals are in place for Fenor/Dunhill and agreed to discuss other areas with Cllr. Power.

(d)
Small enterprise


Cllr. Doocey referred to the small enterprise in Lismore working on developing traditional crafts and asked that the Council develop a policy to promote this type of activity.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services to follow up.

Housing

(a)
Completion of housing estates


Cllr. J. Tobin expressed concern at developers not completing housing estates in time and requested if time limit be included as one of the planning conditions.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that Waterford County Council don’t take housing estates over until fully complete and added that he will examine the legality of including a time limit as a planning condition.   

(b)
Part V


In response to a recommendation made by Cllr. T. Wright to provide a Part V report as part of the Housing Progress Report, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services agreed to include details of new agreements in future reports.

(c)
House completion


Cllr. B. Kyne and Cllr. P. Coffey requested that contractors should have houses complete by dates provided to Waterford County Council at contract stage and they recommended the implementation of penalty clauses if targets are not met.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to examine.

(d)
Tramore housing


In reply to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated a design for the 10 acre site owned by the Council in Tramore would be brought to the next SPC meeting.

(e)
Central Heating Programme


Cllr. C. Ó Riain requested a written report on Central Heating Programme.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to arrange.

Sanitary Services

(a)
Seven Villages

In response to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. stated that the judicial review granted in regard to Ardmore could delay the overall programme.

(b)
Public toilets

Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. informed Cllr. J. Carey that he will arrange for the public toilets in Passage East to be boarded up until they are re-opened.  In response to Cllr. T. Cronin, Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O. stated that there is no provision in the 2006 budget to upgrade the public toilets at Ardmore.

Fire

(a)
Defibrillator

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services informed Cllr. D. Doocey that the Fire Service defibrillators may only be used at present during incidents that come within the direct responsibility of the Fire Service.  Cllr. D. Doocey recommended that Caredoc be contacted to review the areas being covered in County Waterford as the waiting period for a Doctor is too lengthy in some instances.  Letter to issue to the Minister for Health & Children at the request of Cllr. N. Flynn.

(b)
Fire Station, Kilmacthomas


In reply to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that negotiations are taking place with the landowner regarding the CPO and added that installation of toilets/showers in the current station will commence when funding is made available.  

Environment 

(a) 
Radon levels 


Cllr. T. Wright referred to the areas identified in County Waterford with high radon levels and asked if Waterford County Council have taken any steps to alleviate this.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that all new houses now have to have a radon barrier installed and added that older houses can be vented underground.  At the request of Cllr. T. Wright, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services agreed to discuss at the next SPC meeting.  

(b)
Rates


Cllr. D. Doocey asked if Waterford County Council could make allowances for rate payers in relation to the €150 flat charge and whether the rate base could be increased by developing enterprise in the county.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stated that the income had been included in the adopted budget and cannot be decreased now and pointed out that Mr. B. White, Director of Services is actively promoting economic development throughout the county at present.

(8)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1. Letter from Galway County Council, dated 12th December, 2005, regarding Resolution to call

on Minister for Envir. to amend the Waste Management Act to allow competitive tendering of   

household waste collection service.

2. Letter from Balbriggan Town Council, dated 15th December, 2005, regarding Notice of Motion to arrange for developers of new residential housing estates to provide maps with house numbers for emergency services.

3. Acknowledgement from Minister for Envir., dated 19th December, 2005, regarding Notice of motion regarding water charges.

4. Acknowledgement from Minister for Envir., dated 19th December, 2005, regarding report on Portlaw Fire Station.

5. Letter from Office of the Minister for Agriculture & Food, dated 12th December, 2005, regarding veterinary medicines.

6. Letter from Health Service Executive, dated 21st December, 2005, regarding MRSA, Waterford Regional Hospital.

7. Letter of thanks from Colligan Equestrian Centre, dated 30th December, 2005.



(9)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,  

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences on 10th December, 2005:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	The Local Government Budget – Training Seminar for Councillors
	Bunclody, Co. Wexford.


	10th December, 2005
	Cllr. Declan Doocey

Cllr. Ann-Marie Power

Cllr. Dan Cowman

Cllr. Liam Brazil

Cllr. Tom Higgins

Cllr. Pat Nugent




(10)    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(a) Cllr. P. Daly requested that Councillors be supplied with a list of planning applications by hard copy once a month.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services to examine.

(b) Cllr. L. Brazil requested that a letter issue to the Ms. Mary Coughlan, Minister for Agriculture & Food to examine the possibility of keeping the beet factory in Mallow in operation, as it would be a major loss to Irish farmers.

(c) Cllr. P. Daly recommended that a minutes silence be taken immediately after the votes of sympathy are heard at Council meetings, and that no items on the Agenda continue until this is done.   

      This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA
____________________________________
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