COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 10th July, 2006, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Mary Greene, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Pat Daly
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. John O’Flynn, Deputy County Manager




Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services
Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Donald Brady, A/Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Ray Moloney, A/Director of Roads & Infrastructure 
Mr. Donal Murphy, A/Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mr. Con Dempsey, Fr. Michael Mansfield, Mrs. Ann McNally, Mr. John Curran, Mrs. Alice Kiely, Mr. Pat Meares, Mrs. Karen O’Connor, Mr. Benny Moloney.
One minute’s silence observed.

Mayor M. Greene indicated that, in accordance with Standing Orders, the debate on Minutes will be confined to

confirmation of these with or without amendments and matters arising will be dealt with under Progress Reports. 

Cllr. J. Tobin stated his opposition to this.
Méara M. Greene presented a certificate to Ms. Sarah Hennebry on behalf of President Mary McAleese on

winning the Young Citizen Award.  Méara M. Greene complimented Ms. Hennebry and acknowledged her

contribution and involvement within her community.  Ms. Hennebry was complimented by the Party Whips of all

Parties.
(1) (a)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12th JUNE, 2006
(1) (b)
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 23rd JUNE, 2006

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 12th June, and Friday, 23rd June, 2006 having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy.
MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Grass cuttings/ditches

It was proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey to write to the Department

requesting permission to cut back the ditches at this time of year in the interest of road safety.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of June, 2006, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of June, 2006, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
05/1766
Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services said it would be inappropriate to discuss this application  and declined to comment as it had been refused by Waterford County Council and could be appealed to An Bord Pleanála.

(4)        AFFORDABLE HOUSING
(a) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT DRAFT AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME

Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services gave an informative presentation on the Draft Scheme, and informed members that it had been endorsed by the Strategic Policy Committee for Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services.  As Chairperson of the SPC, Cllr. P. Coffey proposed the adoption of the Scheme, which was seconded by Cllr. T. Wright.  

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,  

Seconded by Cllr. T. Wright, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Draft Affordable Housing Scheme, as presented.”
(b) REPORT ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Ms. C. Curley outlined details of the Affordable Housing report as circulated.  Members welcomed the projected output of affordable housing under Part V.  In response to Councillors queries, the following points were clarified:
· Houses purchased under the Scheme should be the main residence, but may be let with the agreement of the Council.
· Social and affordable houses will generally be built in each phase of developments.
At the request of Cllr. B. Mansfield, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services agreed to contact the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government in regard to operation of the mortgage subsidy scheme.
(5)(a)
WATER SERVICES 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADVERTISE BALLYDUFF/KILMEADEN WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy and agreed to proceed and advertise the Ballyduff/Kilmeaden Waste Water Treatment Plant, in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to advertise the Ballyduff/Kilmeaden Waste Water Treatment Plant, in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(5)(b)
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADVERTISE ARDMORE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent and agreed to proceed and advertise the Ardmore Waste Water Treatment Plant, in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to advertise the Ardmore Waste Water Treatment Plant, in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(5)(a)
ROADS

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADVERTISE DUNGARVAN EAST (BURGERY) TRAFFIC CALMING, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy and agreed to proceed and advertise Dungarvan East (Burgery) traffic calming, in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to advertise Dungarvan East (Burgery) traffic calming, in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.”
(5)(b)   NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADVERTISE KILLINEEN EAST TO KILLINEEN WEST LCRM, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001
Mr. R. Moloney, A/Director of Services informed members that this item will be deferred until the September Council meeting.

(6)(a)   CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS ON PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT FOR A ROUNDABOUT ON

THE N25 AT THE BURGERY, DUNGARVAN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 179 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000
A number of objections were raised by Councillors of the Dungarvan area with regard to the location of the proposed roundabout.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to arrange for the consultants to attend Dungarvan Town Council meeting and to meet with Councillors for the Dungarvan electoral area.    Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed by members to defer consideration of the report to the September Council meeting.
(6)(b)  CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS ON PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT TO ROUNDABOUT AT THE
           SPRING, DUNGARVAN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 179 OF THE PLANNING AND   

          DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000

On the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. B. Mansfield, it was agreed to proceed with proposed works at the Roundabout at the Spring, Dungarvan, in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, 

Seconded by Cllr. B. Mansfield, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with works on the proposed roundabout on the N25 at The Spring, Dungarvan, in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.” 
(7)
CONSIDERATION OF REPORT ON PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES AT KILMINNION, DUNGARVAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT, 1994
On the proposal of Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. B. Mansfield, it was agreed to proceed with the proposed traffic calming measures at Kilminnion, Dungarvan, in accordance with the Road Traffic Act, 1994. 
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,

Seconded by Cllr. B. Mansfield, and resolved, 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the  proposed traffic calming

measures at Kilminnion, Dungarvan, in accordance with the Road Traffic Act, 1994.” 
(8)
CONSIDERATION OF LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEME & COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SCHEME
Cllr. J. Tobin stated that some people who applied pre 2003 weren’t aware that they could re-apply this year

and recommended that Waterford County Council contact these people.
In reply to Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the process of ‘taking over a

road’ is a reserved function and requires the Councils approval.  Waterford County Council would consider

‘taking over a road’ when work has been done under the Local Improvement Scheme.

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, it was agreed to adopt the Local Improvement Scheme & Community Involvement Scheme, as presented. 
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Nugent, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Local Improvement Scheme & Community Involvement Scheme, as presented.”
   (9)
CONSIDERATION OF SECTION 85 AGREEMENT WITH WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL TO  CARRY OUT IMPROVEMENT WORKS AT THE WILLIAMSTOWN ROAD/KNOCKBOY JUNCTION AT BALLYGUNNER ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF WATERFORD CITY

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, it was agreed to enter Section 85 Agreement with Waterford City Council to  carry out improvement works at the Williamstown Road/Knockboy Junction at Ballygunner on the outskirts of Waterford City.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,   

Seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to enter Section 85 Agreement with Waterford City Council, to carry out improvement works at the Williamstown Road/Knockboy Junction at Ballygunner on the outskirts of Waterford City.”
(10)   PROGRESS REPORTS
MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
Ferry Terminal, Passage East

Cllr. J. Carey referred to the traffic problems in the village of Passage East caused by cars waiting for the ferry.  He requested assistance and immediate action from Waterford County Council to help alleviate this problem.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that a feasibility study was carried out which stated that a new road down the cliff side would have to be built and Waterford County Council doesn’t have funding for this.  Cllr. Carey requested a written report for September meeting.  
(b)
Bus stop, Portlaw

Cllr. P. Coffey requested a report on the possibility of a bus stop in Portlaw.
(c)
Ardsallagh Road at Youghal Bridge

Cllr. T. Cronin referred to the condition of this road, as traffic is now using it because of the traffic lights on the main road and added that the road near McKennas Garden Centre is also in need of repair.  Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer replied that the traffic lights will cease operation shortly but he will liaise with the Area Engineer re road repair.
(d)
Entrance to GlaxoSmithKline 

Cllr. B. Mansfield stated his dissatisfaction at the N.R.A.’s decision rejecting a slip road here on the grounds that the entrance to the industrial estate is too close to a roundabout.  Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer to contact the N.R.A. again.
(e) Grass verges on Clonea Road

Cllr. B. Mansfield requested that the grass verges be cut back in the interest of road safety.

(f) Whitestown Cross, Kill Road

Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer to discuss road repair with contractor working in the area, upon request from Cllr. G. Barron.

(g) Bridges

Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer to forward list of bridges to Cllr. J. Tobin.

(h) Knockanore/Kilbrien

In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer stated that the pedestrian lights have been ordered.

(i) Lackenfune/Springmeadows

Cllr. T. Wright asked who is responsible for area between these two housing estates.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan stated that it is the intention of Dungarvan Town Council to landscape this area when the roundabout is being re-developed.
(j) Old graveyard, Knockmahon

Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer to check availability of funds for graveyard upkeep, at the request of Cllr. L. Brazil.
(k) Railings at Cross-roads

In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer stated that policy regarding this may be examined shortly.

(l) Signs at Whiting Bay & Goat Island

Cllr. T. Cronin referred to the recently erected signage at Whiting Bay & Goat Island stating that Waterford County Council will not be maintaining the car parks.  Mr. V. O’Connor, Senior Engineer stated that the car parking areas at both locations are privately owned and added that Waterford County Council has made an offer to purchase from landowner but sum required proved too expensive.  

(m) Dungarvan By-pass
In reply to Cllr. B. Kyne, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the consultants report has been forwarded to the National Parks & Wildlife Service and a meeting will be arranged with them shortly.
Community & Enterprise

 (a)
Proposed Resource Centre, Portlaw
Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services informed members that €160,000 has been received for a resource centre.  Cllr. P. Coffey welcomed this and thanked Mr. R. Walsh, A.O. for all his assistance.
 (b)
Visit Net
Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the recent closure of the Visit Net Department and asked if the work will continue.  Mr. D. Brady, A/Director of Services replied that the databases compiled will be put to good use and work will proceed on the development of tourism.  He added that a discussion will be held on the tourism policy at the SPC meeting on 18th July and any issues arising may be addressed.  
Housing

(a)
Clonea Power

Cllr. P. Coffey stated that the houses at Clonea started 2½ years ago and requested completion as soon as possible.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated that these should be completed in August 2006.
Sanitary Services

(a)
Public toilets, Passage East 
Cllr. J. Carey requested that the public toilets be boarded up due to vandalism.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to arrange.
(b)
Clonea Power Water Supply 

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to issue Cllr. M. Greene with report on water quality in the area. 
Fire

(a)
Fire Station, Kilmacthomas

Cllr. L. Brazil requested update on progress to date.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated that the Managers Order to initiate the CPO has been signed and the public notice will be advertised shortly.  Ms. Curley agreed to update members at the September meeting of the Council.
Environment 

(a)
Illegal spreading

Cllr. J. Tobin referred to recent spreading in the west of the County and asked who gave permission for the spreading of this.  Mr. P. Daly, Senior Engineer, Environment to issue a written reply.
(b)
T-flag, Ardmore  

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services informed Cllr. B. Mansfield that Waterford County Council has been advised by our insurer’s not to replace the access here.  Cllr. B. Mansfield recommended that the Heritage Officer take pictures for the record.
(c)
Civic Amenity Sites

Cllr. K. Wilkinson referred to recent increases in charges at the Councils Civic Amenity Sites and asked that a reduction be given to persons not on the Council’s collection routes.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services said that sites must be financially viable but that he would examine options if such persons were identified to him.
(d)
Nitrates Directive

In response to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that it is the intention of Waterford County Council to restrict lined lagoons but individual cases will be considered on their merits.

(f)
Samshire

Cllrs. D. Doocey & N. Flynn asked when something will be done on this site as it cannot be left as is.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that Waterford County Council has to go legal avenue before any works can be carried out.  He confirmed to Cllr. K. Wilkinson that glass collection is continuing at present.

(g)
Layby at Dromore

Cllr. N. Flynn requested that the horse box full of rubbish be removed.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services to follow up with litter warden.

(h)
National School, Cappoquin

Cllr. N. Flynn requested that the area outside the school be cleaned up and added that if an event is on in an area that additional manpower should be brought in.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that this is matter for Roads Department.

(i) Joint South East Waste Management Plan
Méara M. Greene referred to the launch of the Joint South East Waste Management Plan 2006 and added that a short DVD will be shown at the September Council meeting.

(11)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1.
Letter from Office of the Minister of Agriculture & Food, dated 6th July, 2006, regarding Standard Costings under the Farm Waste Management Scheme.

2.
Letter from Dublin City Council, dated 4th July, 2006, regarding electricity tariffs and standing charges that presently apply to sports clubs.
3.
Acknowledgement from Dublin City Council, dated 4th July, 2006, regarding the new Farm Waste Management Scheme.
4.
Acknowledgement from the Minister of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 21st June, 2006, regarding cutting back of ditches/roadside grass.

5.
Acknowledgement from Minister of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 14th June, 2006, regarding foreshore licences.
6.
Acknowledgement from Minister for Communications, Marine & Natural Resources, dated 16th June, 2006, regarding mobile ice manufacturing unit for Heilbhic fishermen.

7.
Letter from Derry City Council, dated 27th June, 2006, regarding the 70th anniversary of the north west spanish civil war.
8.
Briefing bulletin from the Association of County & City Councils.
9.
Letter from Passage West Town Council, dated 23rd June, 2006, regarding disability allowance income.

10.
Letter from Commission for Energy Regulation, dated 20th June, 2006, regarding ESB tariffs.

11.
Letter from Waterford City Council, dated 22nd June, 2006, regarding victims of sexual abuse.

12.
Joint Waste Management Plan 2006 for the South East Region was circulated on 10th July, 2006.
(12)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent,
Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 12th June, 2006 to 10th July, 2006, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Role of Community & Voluntary Sector in Building Peace and Democracy
	Dundalk, Co. Louth.
	15th June
	Cllr. P. Daly
Cllr. P. Leahy

	Byrne Perry Summer School
	Gorey, Co. Wexford
	23rd to 25th June
	Cllr. D. Geoghegan


(13) NOTICES OF MOTION

Cllr. K. Wilkinson moved on the following Notices of Motion

1.
That Waterford County Council implement pedestrian safety measures on the N72 at the new car park in Lismore as a matter of urgency.”

Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that this would have to go before the NRA for approval.  He added that he will include as part of the Traffic Management Study that is being carried out at present.  
2.
That Waterford County Council remove the dangerous trees on the Lismore/Clogheen Road.
Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin.  Cllr. Wilkinson stated that he has discussed with the Area Engineer.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to liaise with Area Engineer and follow up.
Cllr. D. Geoghegan moved on the following Notice of Motion

3.
“That the elected members of Waterford Co. Council, serving the Dungarvan Electoral Area, meet on a more regular basis with Council officials to discuss any issues such as land rezoning, that may arise from the Inter-Agency Forum and Economic Think Tank, set up in the wake of the closure of Dungarvan Crystal.”

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins.  A number of Councillors referred to a proposed development in the Dungarvan area which they weren’t informed about.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services informed members that information/detail of this proposed development hasn’t been available to Waterford County Council to date but agreed to keep members informed at Area Meetings.  It was agreed that the possibility of inclusions of Councillors on the Inter Agency Forum and Economic Think Tank would be referred to the relevant Strategic Policy Committee.
(14)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
    
Cllr. M. Greene conveyed best wishes to journalist Mr. John A. Murphy on his retirement and wished him many future years of happiness.  

This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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