COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 8th May, 2006, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Ger Barron, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Liam Brazil


Cllr. John Carey




Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin



Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Patrick Daly





Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn





Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins





Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Leahy






Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent






Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan





Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power





Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson





Cllr. Teresa Wright


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Damien Geoghegan


IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services
Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Roads & Infrastructure 
Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mr. Bill Cahill, Mr. Liam Hogan, Mr. Tom Reddy, Mr. Jim Foran, Mrs. Carmel Murphy, Mr. Ed Prendergast, Ms. Nuala Hanrahan, Ms. Cáit O’Keeffe.
One minutes silence observed.

VOTE OF BEST WISHES
· Méara G. Barron welcomed Cllr. D. Cowman back to the Council meeting and wished him well for the future.
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS
· Comeragh Community Development Group on their work on Easter Monday which proved very satisfactory.
Mayor G. Barron requested the suspension of Standing Orders, which was proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey to move to Item 4 on the Agenda - Presentation by Dr. Kieran Byrne, Director of W.I.T.  
Mayor G. Barron welcomed Dr. Kieran Byrne and thanked him for accepting the invitation of Waterford County Council to address this meeting.  Dr. Kieran Byrne spoke to members about the submission made to the Government to upgrade Waterford Institute of Technology to university status and requested the Councillors support for this campaign.  He informed members of the Foundation Board which is now formed of which Bernadette Kiely is the Chief Executive.  He added that students in the region should have the option of a university which would eventually benefit the area when the students graduate and perhaps stay in the area.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager, Mayor G. Barron and Councillors thanked Dr. Byrne for attending and gave their utmost support to the campaign.     
 (1) 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10th APRIL, 2006
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 10th April, 2006, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly.
MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Houses at Fourmilewater

In reply to Cllr. C. Ó Riain, Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Services stated that allocation of the 2 
houses will commence in the coming weeks.  She added that the Area Engineer has been asked to 
arrange a clean up of the area.
(b)
Decentralisation


Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager informed Cllr. T. Wright that a meeting is being arranged to 
discuss this matter.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of April, 2006, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of April, 2006, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Housing need

Cllr. J. Tobin said that the housing need clause for rural housing applicants is causing difficulties 
and asked that the application of the clause be reviewed.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services 
acknowledged the difficulties involved but said that the clause is in accordance with DEHLG Rural 
Housing Guidelines.
(b)
Planning lists

Cllr. M. Greene stated that she is not receiving the planning lists via email.  Mr. D. McCarthy, 
Director of Services acknowledged the problem and explained that he is liaising with the I.T.  
Department to overcome difficulties incurred by Councillors.

(c)
Mast at Kilmeaden


Cllrs. P. Daly and P. Leahy expressed their opposition to the planning application submitted for the 
erection of a mast at Kilmeaden.  They stated that there are adequate phone masts in the area.  Mr. 
D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed to take this information on board when assessing the 
application.

(5)
SET DATE FOR ANNUAL MEETING
On the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to hold the Annual Meeting on Friday, 23rd June, 2006.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to hold the Annual Meeting at 2:30p.m. on Friday 23rd June.”
(6)
CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT, 2005
On the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report, 2005, as presented. 
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. C. Ó Riain,

Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2005, as presented.”
(7)
CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT COUNCIL HOUSING ESTATE NAMES
Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, it was agreed to adopt the council housing estate names as presented.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. A.M.Power, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the council housing estate names as presented:

	Place
	Name Agreed
	Notes

	An Crúc

Crooke

25 semi-detached houses
	Ard na Mara
	The name means ‘The Height of the Sea’ These houses are on raised ground overlooking the sea.

	Riverview, An Trá Mhór

Tramore

6 houses down the road from Crobally House.
	Cúl Trá
	The name means ‘Back of the Strand’. These houses are in the area known as the ‘backstrand’ in Tramore.

	Baile Uí hÍnidh, An Chlais Mhór

Ballyheeny, Clashmore

8 houses between the football pitch and the village
	Bánta na Seithe
	The name means ‘Grasslands of the Animal Skin’ coming from the folklore story in Canon Power’s Placenames of the Decies as to how the townland got its name in the first place – a member of the Heeny family surrounded an area of ground in horse skin to mark out the townland boundary.

	An Cnocán Rua, An Sean Phobal
	Cnocán na Sí
	Name agreed on consultation with residents and it means hill of the fairies.


(8) 
CONFIRMATION OF CPO-WATERFORD GROUPED TOWNS & VILLAGES SEWERAGE 
SCHEME, LEFANTA, CAPPOQUIN, CPO NO. 1, 2000
On the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn, it was agreed to confirm the Order - Waterford Grouped Towns & Villages Sewerage Scheme - Lefanta, Cappoquin.  Waterford County Council CPO No. 1 2006.
Resolution
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,

Seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to confirm the Order - Waterford Grouped Towns & Villages Sewerage Scheme - Lefanta, Cappoquin, Waterford County Council CPO No. 1 2006.”
· Cllr. P. Daly requested a written report for the June council meeting on the 7 villages sewerage scheme.  

· Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the surface of the streets in Cappoquin, Mr. J. O’Flynn stated that it is hoped to advertise for Cappoquin in July and to have a contractor on site before the end of the year.  
· Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed Cllr. Cronin that tender documents have been approved for Aglish/Villierstown and it is hoped to sign contracts and to have works complete by early 2007.
· Cllr. J. Carey stated that development in Passage is being hindered by the inadequate sewerage system and said that the upgrade is now being further delayed by non-issue of a foreshore licence.  In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services confirmed that the issuing of the foreshore licences is delaying the 7 villages sewerage scheme.  It was proposed by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey to request the Taoiseach to designate the function of issuing foreshore licences to the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.  Cllr. Kyne requested copy to issue to local Senators and TD’s also.
      Resolution

      Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan,

      Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved,
     “That Waterford County Council request the Taoiseach to designate the function of issuing foreshore 

     licences to the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.”

(9)       CLÁR PROGRAMME
· Mr. B. White, Director of Services referred to the CLÁR Programme as circulated and agreed on
        request from Cllr. M. Greene to forward a hard copy and maps to Councillors.  
· In reply to Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. White informed members that the areas designated were chosen as a

        result of the 2002 census.  
· Mr. White, Director of Services informed Cllr. J. Tobin that money allocated in 2005 will be spent on

       areas already designated in the 2005 CLÁR Programme.  
· Cllr. T. Cronin recommended that the designated areas should be included as part of the County

        Development Plan.  

· Mr. B. White, Director of Services to liaise directly with Cllr. Wilkinson re sports capital grants.   
· Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to a circular recently issued by the Department regarding capital funding for 

       local social and community facilities.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services responded that this circular 
       refers to a national scheme and he has proposal before the Council today for 3 projects in County  

       Waterford.  Councillors expressed their disappointment that this circular wasn’t made available to them

       prior to this meeting and stated their dissatisfaction with approach taken.  Mr. B. White, Director of 
       Services replied that the submission has to be with the Department by May 19th and due to this time 
       constraint it wasn’t possible to liaise with Councillors.  He then proceeded to read the submission 
       prepared which included proposals for (a) Dungarvan Community Resource Centre, (b) Portlaw  

       Community & Heritage Centre and (c) Cappoquin Community Development Project.  It was then 
       proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne to forward this application to the Department.  
       Cllr. K. Wilkinson recommended that communities excluded would get priority in 2007.
       Resolution

      Proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy,

     Seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne, and resolved, 
     “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to apply to the Department under the

     ‘Capital Funding for Local Social & Community Facilities’ for grant aid for (a) Dungarvan  

     Community Resource Centre, (b) Portlaw Community & Heritage Centre and (c) Cappoquin 
     Community Development Project.”
(10) PROGRESS REPORTS
MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
Local improvement scheme

Cllr. J. Carey referred to improvement works at Kilcorn and asked that J. O’Flynn, Director of Services prepare a costing for the June Council meeting.
(b)
Kinsalebeg underpass

In response to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the works here would be completed by December 2006.  He added that the N.R.A. has agreed to the proposals of Waterford County Council regarding the exit slip road.
(c)
Speed limits


In reply to queries raised by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that a draft proposal for the review of speed limits is currently underway and as soon as it has been discussed with the Gardai and discussed at September Area Meetings the Draft Review of Speed Limits will be before the full Council for consideration.

(d)
Clonea Road 


Cllr. B. Mansfield requested that the potholes be filled and asked when the road will be surfaced.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to arrange for the filling of the potholes and added that the design will be finalised this year.

(e)
Mirror at Aglish


Upon request from Cllr. T. Cronin, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to arrange a new mirror.

(f)
Kilminnion Cross


In reply to queries raised by Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that drawings are on public display at present and it is hoped to have report for the June Council meeting.   
Community & Enterprise 
(a)
Rural transport scheme

Cllr. T. Higgins referred to this scheme and recommended that older males should be targeted and be made more aware of this service as it is mainly women who avail of this service at present.
(b)
Pride of Place


Mr. B. White, Director of Services informed members that Tramore is the 2006 entrant for the Pride of Place competition.

(c)
Heritage Plan


Mr. B. White, Director of Services informed members that the Heritage Plan will be launched on the 31st of May.

Housing

(a)
Social/affordable housing

Cllr. M. Greene referred to the low take up of social/affordable houses in the Suir area and wondered if it is due to lack of information available to the public.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to compile report.
Sanitary Services

(a)
Dungarvan Waste Water Treatment Plant 
Cllr. B. Kyne referred to this scheme and expressed disappointment at how the contractors employed staff.  Cllr. Kyne referred to applicants who never received a reply/acknowledgement after applying for work at this plant.  He requested letter to issue to this private company stating the dissatisfaction of Waterford County Council when it came to the employment of staff locally.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that Waterford County Council doesn’t have control over this, as it was a Public Private Partnership deal, but he will bring it to the company’s attention.
Fire

Fire Progress Report for the month of April, 2006, having previously been circulated, was noted.
Environment 

(a)
Comeragh Mountain

Cllrs. L. Brazil and G. Barron thanked and complimented all involved in the Comeragh Clean Up on Easter Monday.  It was agreed to issue a letter of thanks to those involved.
(b)
Flat charge

Cllr. N. Flynn requested update.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that the number of customers has increased but Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager added that there is a concern that Waterford County Council might not break even at the end of year.  Ways of attracting additional customers are being pursued at present.
(c)
Samshire

Cllr. J. Tobin referred to the recent closure of the recycling plant at Lismore and asked what steps Waterford County Council are taking.  Cllr. B. Kyne recommended that assistance be given to the staff and every effort be made to maintain the site.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that legal proceedings are pending, negotiations are currently underway with a new contractor and the bottle banks are still in operation.  
(11)
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1. Letter from Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, dated 24th April, 2006, regarding drift net salmon fishermen.

2. Email from Bray Town Council, dated 27th April, 2006, regarding All Ireland Forum of Nuclear Free Local Authorities.

3. Letter from Killarney Town Council, dated 20th April, 2006, regarding Notice of Motion re free travel passes to Irish emigrants living abroad.

4. Letter from Minister D. Roche, dated 11th April, 2006, regarding Portlaw Fire Station.

5. Letter from B. White, Director of Services, dated 3rd May, 2006, regarding support for the strategic planning and development of childcare infrastructure in Co. Waterford.  On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, it was agreed to confirm a long term lease agreement between Waterford County Council and the community based childcare committees in Tallow, Lismore & An Sean Phobal.
            Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,


Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 


 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to confirm a long term lease 
agreement between Waterford County Council and the community based childcare committees 
in Tallow, Lismore & An Sean Pobal.”
6. South Eastern River Basin District Management System

7. Development Plans Public Consultation Draft of Guidelines for Planning Authorities

8. Letter from National Union of Journalists, dated 28th April, 2006.

Handed out on day: 


Book on Development Plans – public consultation draft of guidelines for planning authorities.

(12)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,     

Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 7th to 29th April,          2006, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Cruachán Ai
	Co. Roscommon
	7th-9th April
	T. Higgins, M. Greene, L. Brazil

	The Law of Defamation (Libel & Slander) as it Affects Councillors
	Co. Kerry
	8th April
	N. Flynn, D. Geoghegan, M. Greene, D. Doocey

	LAMA Conference 
	Kilkenny
	20th-21st April
	D. Doocey, J. Carey, T. Cronin, N. Flynn

	Colaiste Uladh, Centenary Celebration
	Co. Donegal
	20th-23rd April
	L. O’Sullivan, M. Greene

	15th Annual Kerry Environmental Recognition Conference
	Co. Kerry
	26th-29th April
	J. Tobin, P. Daly, P. Leahy, A.M. Power, D. Cowman, N. Flynn, L. O’Sullivan

	What Lies Ahead? National Seminar – sustainable energy
	Co. Longford
	28th April
	L. Brazil, P. O’Callaghan, K. Wilkinson, T. Cronin, D. Doocey

	Housing Services Local Government Training for Councillors
	Co. Leitrim
	28th-29th April
	T. Higgins

	Waste Management Conference 
	Co. Donegal
	24th-26th April
	D. Cowman


(13)    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(a)
IFA


Cllr. B. Kyne requested a letter to issue to local T.D.’s and Senators to arrange a meeting with 
I.F.A., Waterford to outline the I.F.A.’s viewpoint on the Irish Sugar Greencore situation.  Cllr. P. 
Coffey supported this.

    This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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