COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 9th October, 2006, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Mary Greene, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Pat Daly 



Cllr. Declan Doocey



Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Billy Kyne

Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright


IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services
Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Ms. Bridget Coakley, A/County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mr. Tom Keane, Mr. Mossy Whelan, Mrs. Mary Lalor.
One minute’s silence observed.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS

· Cllr. N. Flynn on being appointed Chairperson of the Association for County and City Councils.
· Staff of MRF, staff of the Environment Department and the people of County Waterford on their recent achievement on obtaining the REPAK Local Authority Initiative of the Year for the Regional Materials Recovery Facility in Dungarvan.

· Staff of Tramore House on their recent achievement on winning the BE Award of Excellence in the field of Civil Engineering.
(1) 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11th SEPTEMBER, 2006
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 11th September, 2006 having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.
MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Inspection of housing stock

In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated that Waterford County Council 
has the power to examine houses and this is done when specific houses are brought to our attention 
via the Tenant Liaison Officer or any Council staff.

  (b)
Mortgage subsidy scheme

Cllr. B. Mansfield asked if any reply had been received from the Department.  Ms. C. Curley, 
Director of Services stated that there is no update since last meeting.
(c)
Housing need

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services to discuss at a special meeting of the SPC on October 23rd.  

(d)
Report on fleet of fire vehicles


Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services to forward completed report to Cllr. N. Flynn.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the months of September, 2006, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of September, 2006, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Planning lists

Cllr. T. Wright requested that lists of all planning applications received should be forwarded via 
email on a weekly basis to Councillors.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services to arrange.
(b)
Development Progress

Cllrs. Coffey, Wright and Flynn referred to the infrastructure deficit in County Waterford which is an obstacle for 
development.  Cllr. P. Daly asked that development contributions be used in the locations that they are levied to address this and he requested a breakdown of where development contributions are spent across the County. 
 Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services acknowledged problems encountered due to the lack 
of infrastructure and said that development contributions are raised for the County at large. The scheme is currently under review and will be discussed at the next SPC meeting.  
Cllr. N. Flynn asked that a letter issue requesting the Department of Marine, Communications and Natural Resources to process the foreshore licence applications for the seven villages programme without delay. 
At the request of Méara Mary Greene, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services explained that the €250m received is the allocation under the Water Services Investment Programme, to cover the period from 2005 to 2007 and includes schemes going to planning and schemes under 
construction.
(c)
Un-zoned land

Cllr. L. Brazil referred to a planning application submitted on un-zoned land at Stradbally and 
raised concern should the development proceed.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that 
the application will be processed in accordance with the County Development Plan.
(4)        MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN PD 06/626
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, it was agreed to proceed with the material contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 - PD 06/626, dwelling at Kilbryan Lower, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, in accordance with the Planning and Development Act, 2000.”
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin, 
Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with the Material Contravention of Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 – PD 06/626, dwelling at Kilbryan Lower, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, in accordance with the Planning and Development Act, 2000.”
(5)
PROPOSED VARIATION TO COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN TO REZONE 3.9HA OF LAND AT DUCKSPOOL, ABBEYSIDE (ABBEYSIDE G.A.A. FIELD) FROM OPEN SPACE AND AMENITY TO RESIDENTIAL
Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed to Cllr. Higgins that the land is in the ownership of Abbeyside G.A.A. Club.  It was proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. B. Mansfield, to proceed and advertise the proposed variation to the County Development Plan, 2005-2011 –change in zoning from open space to residential of 3.9ha of land at Duckspool, Abbeyside, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, in accordance with the Planning & Development Act, 2000.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne,
Seconded by Cllr. B. Mansfield, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed and advertise the proposed variation to the County Development Plan, 2005-2011 –change in zoning from open space to residential of 3.9ha of land at Duckspool, Abbeyside, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, in accordance with the Planning & Development Act, 2000.”  
(6)
PART VIII – REPORT IN ACCORDANCE WITH S179 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT


ACT 2001 IN RESPECT OF THE PROPOSED N25 BURGERY ROUNDABOUT

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that this was before the July Council meeting and Councillors 
then met with consultants at the Area Meeting on 24th August.  Cllr. B. Mansfield stated his opposition to 
the proposed roundabout as he stated that consultants led the meeting to believe that the landowner was 
satisfied with the proposals when in fact the landowner wasn’t aware of the proposals at the time.  It was 
proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne to proceed with the proposed roundabout on 
the N25.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,
Seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proposed works on the N25, The Burgery Roundabout, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, in accordance with S179 of the Planning& Development Act, 2001.” 
(7)
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADVERTISE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 & THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1994 – RIVERSTOWN RELIEF ROAD
It was proposed by Cllr. A.M. Power, seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan to proceed and advertise proposed developments in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 & the Road Traffic Act 1994 – Riverstown Relief Road.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Power,
Seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed and advertise proposed developments in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 & the Road Traffic Act 1994 – Riverstown Relief Road.”
(8)
PROPOSED ADDITIONS TO THE RECORD OF PROTECTED STRUCTURES
  A detailed discussion took place in regard to protected structures, with Cllr. N. Flynn stating that there should be tax incentives available for owners of protected structures and recommending that no more buildings be added until some funding is made available.  Ms. Rose Ryall, Conservation Officer informed Councillors that owners of protected structures will receive grant assistance, but if the property isn’t included in the Record of Protected Structures no funding will be available.  In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Ms. Ryall stated that the curtilage includes the structure plus the surrounding land which serves the structure.  Ms. Ryall added that an interim report will be available shortly. 
  It was proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron to adopt the Record of Protected Structures as presented. 


Cllr. K. Wilkinson proposed the adoption of the Record of Protected Structures with an amendment to exclude PRPS 499, Riverview House, Cook Street, Cappoquin, Co. Waterford, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.


Cllr. B. Kyne then withdrew his proposal and a role call was taken on Cllr. K. Wilkinsons proposal:


FOR:

Cllr. G. Barron, Cllr. D. Cowman, Cllr. T. Cronin, Cllr. P. Daly, Cllr. T. Higgins, Cllr. B. 



Kyne, Cllr. P. Leahy, Cllr. B. Mansfield, Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Cllr. K. O’Ryan, Cllr. J.  



Tobin, Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Cllr. T. Wright.

AGAINST:
Cllr. L. Brazil, Cllr. J. Carey, Cllr. P. Coffey, Cllr. D. Doocey, Cllr. N. Flynn, Cllr. D.





Geoghegan, Cllr. M. Greene, Cllr. P. Nugent, Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Cllr. A.M. Power.




FOR:

13

AGAINST:      
10

and carried.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved, 

  “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the additions to the Record of Protected Structures, with the exemption of PRPS 499, Riverview House, Cook Street, Cappoquin, Co. Waterford.”
   (9)
 NAMING OF UNDERPASS ON N25 KINSALEBEG REALIGNMENT

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Nugent, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, it was agreed to name the underpass on the N25 at Kinsalebeg ‘Kinsalebeg Underpass’.  Cllr. T. Cronin referred to the report circulated and stated that  this cross was previously known as Cleary’s Cross and not Piltown Cross.
 Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Nugent,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the name of  ‘Kinsalebeg Underpass’ on the N25 at Kinsalebeg.”  
(10)    2007 DIFFERENTIAL RENT SCHEME
Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services referred to the Differential Rent Scheme for 2007, which was distributed to Councillors for information.   

(11)   2005 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
       Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance addressed the members regarding the report as circulated.  Cllr. Geoghegan    

        complimented Mr. Quinn and the staff of Waterford County Council on reducing the deficit and welcomed     

        further improvements.  Cllr. P. Coffey requested a breakdown of costs to operate the Waste Water Treatment

        Plants in Dungarvan & Tramore for the November council meeting.    
(12)   REPORT ON ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 104 OF THE 
         LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001
         It was proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan to agree to the additional expenditure as     

         circulated, in accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution

         Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,

         Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, 

        “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the additional expenditure as circulated, in

        accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

(13)  REFUSE COLLECTION CHARGES 2007
         Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services referred to the proposed refuse charges for 2007.  A number of 

         Councillors expressed disappointment that information wasn’t circulated prior to the meeting.  Mr. 
         McCarthy to circulate.  He informed members that contributory and non-contributory pensioners living alone 

         will qualify for the waiver in 2007, which was welcomed by members.  Cllr. N. Flynn recommended that the 

         Department of Social, Family & Community Affairs should be contacted to cover the cost to Waterford          

         County Council via the waiver scheme.  A number of Councillors objected to the 25 cent increase onto 

         the recycling bag but Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager replied that this increase is only an inflationary cost.  

         He confirmed that the refuse collection charges will be part of the Budget.
Méara M. Greene proposed suspension of Standing Orders to continue the meeting until 5:30p.m., seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan.

(14)
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
Garranbane School

Cllr. D. Geoghegan recommended that work be carried out without delay in the interest of child safety.  Cllr. B. Mansfield agreed, adding that the landowner is willing to transfer land free of charge to widen the area adjacent to the school.  Cllr. Mansfield requested letter to issue to the Department of Education regarding the progress of the application for a new school.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that the land offered to Waterford County Council is lower than the road and a retaining wall would have to be built and recommended that the parents council apply for planning permission as Waterford County Council has no budget to carry out the works.  If planning permission is granted, Waterford Council Council will surface dress and white line the road.  Cllr. D. Geoghegan suggested that Waterford County Council apply for planning permission under Part 8, and no development charges would apply.  Cllr. T. Wright requested a report on all development contributions received in Ballinroad for the November meeting.  
(b)
Garylish Cross

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed Cllr. L. Brazil that he will contact the NRA re the lining of the road at this area.
(c)
Traffic lights near Whitfield

Cllr. P. Daly recommended that the operation of the traffic lights be examined without delay.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to examine.
(d)
Tramore and Butlerstown Cross

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to contact the NRA regarding proposed roundabouts at this Cross at the request of Cllr. P. Daly.
Community & Enterprise

 (a)
Invest in Waterford
Mr. B. White, Director of Services referred to the launch of the ‘Work/Invest in Waterford’ website on Thursday 12th in Clonea and encouraged Councillors to attend. 
Fire

(a)
Report on Fire Vehicles

Cllr. P. Coffey referred to the report on fire vehicles and expressed his concern that the vehicle in Portlaw is over 20 years old.  He requested management to make every effort to replace this.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated that a submission is with the Department for funding.  Cllr. Coffey requested that Portlaw Fire Station is prioritised if funding is received.   
Environment 

(a)
Samshire 

In reply to Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that a Section 55 Notice has been issued in accordance with the Waste Management Act 1996.  The Notice was returned and subsequently advertised and a court date is set for December.  Cllr. D. Doocey requested income figures since the increased gate fees were introduced.  Mr. D. McCarthy to prepare.
(15)   CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members:
1.
Acknowledgement from Minister for Transport, dated 22nd September, 2006, regarding wheelchair accessible coaches.
2.
Letter from Clones Town Council, dated 4th October, 2006, regarding Notice of Motion re the implementation of the National Youth Development Project.
(16)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,  
Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 11th September, 2006 to 9th October, 2006, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	AMAI Annual Conference
	Cavan
	14th – 16th September
	L. Brazil

	Féile Frank McGann Seminar
	Roscommon
	5th – 8th October
	K. Wilkinson


(17)
NOTICES OF MOTION


Cllr. D. Doocey moved on the following Notice of Motion
“That Waterford County Council would waiver development charges for all farmers who have to or already have applied for improvements such as; slurry storage or building to comply with Nitrates Directive 91/676/EEC as it discriminates and penalises responsible farmers who applied early.”
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.  Cllr. D. Doocey stated that farmers who had received permission prior to September should be exempt from charges.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services replied that the Development Contribution Scheme was amended and adopted accordingly at the September Council meeting and the waiver will only apply to planning applications received after this date.               

 
    

Cllr. K. Wilkinson moved on the following Notice of Motion

“That Waterford County Council carry out safety works at Moloneys Cross, Villierstown”.
Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.  Cllr. K. Wilkinson stated that white lines would benefit this road greatly.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to include in 2007 Road Works Scheme.
   (18)  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· It was unanimously agreed to hold the Annual Budget Meeting on 7th December, 2006.
· In reply to Cllr. N. Flynn, Ms. C. Curley stated that the Voting Machines aren’t the responsibility of Waterford County Council and are held by the County Registrar.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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