COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Budget Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Tuesday 18th December, 2007, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Pat Daly 



Cllr. Declan Doocey



Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan


Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson



APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Teresa Wright
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services
Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary


VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mrs. Hogan, Mrs. Joan Walsh, Mr. Liam Leamy.

One minute’s silence was observed.

BUDGET, 2008.

At the outset, Mayor Billy Kyne invited each Director to give overview of Budget proposals for each Department in 2008.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, outlined the rationale employed in compiling the draft budget and stated that, as the amount of the Local Government Fund had not been notified to the Council, an increase of 7% had been provisionally included under this heading. He agreed to consult with the Council if a greater increase is received.
The Draft Budget was then discussed on a programme by programme basis and the following budget-related issues were clarified by the relevant Directors of Service:

Programme Group 3 - Water Supply and Sewerage.

Cllr. D. Geoghegan asked for the Manager’s proposals regarding water charges for schools.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, stated that a recommendation is awaited following the Cabinet debate today and the draft budget should not be amended pending receipt of this. He confirmed to Cllr. O’Sullivan that water supplies would not be disconnected for non-payment until the matter is resolved at national level.
Programme Group 4 - Development Incentives and Controls.

In reply to Cllr. P. Daly, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that it is hoped to have the Draft East Waterford Environs Study on display by end of January 2008.  Cllr. P. Daly added that this should lead to an increase in the rate base in the eastern part of the county.
Programme Group 5 – Environmental Protection. 

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, agreed to liaise with Cllr. N. Flynn regarding use of bring centres for glass disposal by small businesses.  
Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, indicated that the Budget represented a fair and balanced summary of the amounts necessary for the functional programmes of the Council and recommended its adoption.
Cllr. N. Flynn proposed that the Budget as presented be adopted, together with the annual rate on valuation as set out on Tables B and C. This was seconded by Cllr. G. Barron.
Cllr. B. Mansfield stated his general support for the Budget but disagreed with the inclusion of €20,000 for members’ conferences abroad.
Mayor Billy Kyne then took a vote on a show of hands which resulted as follows:

FOR:

Cllr. G. Barron, Cllr. L. Brazil, Cllr. J. Carey, Cllr. B. Coffey, Cllr. D. Cowman, Cllr. T. 


Cronin, Cllr. P. Daly, Cllr. D. Doocey, Cllr. N. Flynn, Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Cllr. M. 


Greene, Cllr. T. Higgins, Cllr. B. Kyne, Cllr. P. Nugent, Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Cllr. C. Ó 


Riain, Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Cllr. A.M. Power, Cllr. J. Tobin, Cllr. K. Wilkinson.
AGAINST:
Cllr. B. Mansfield 
and carried.

ADOPTION OF BUDGET

Proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn,
Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“that the proposed Draft Budget for the Financial Year ending 31st December 2008, be and is hereby adopted.”
ANNUAL RATE ON VALUATION

Proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn,   

Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved 

“that we, the County Council of Waterford, having considered the Budget of Expenditure and Income for the year ending on 31st December, 2008, for the County Health District of Waterford, do hereby determine that the rate for the ordinary expenditure for the service of the financial year ending on 31st  December, 2008, to be levied by means of the annual rate on valuation be €68.2096 and we further determine that the annual rate on valuation for the towns of Tramore and Lismore be €3.4020 and €3.0400 respectively.”

Capital Programme, 2008 - 2010
The Council’s proposed Capital Programme for 2008 – 2010 was circulated to the Council for consideration. Following discussion, Cllr. N. Flynn proposed adoption of the Programme as presented and this was seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan.  A vote was taken on a show of hands and resulted as follows:
FOR:

Cllr. G. Barron, Cllr. L. Brazil, Cllr. J. Carey, Cllr. B. Coffey, Cllr. D. Cowman, Cllr. T. 


Cronin, Cllr. P. Daly, Cllr. D. Doocey, Cllr. N. Flynn, Cllr. D. Geoghegan, Cllr. M. 


Greene, Cllr. T. Higgins, Cllr. B. Kyne, Cllr. B. Mansfield, Cllr. P. Nugent, Cllr. P. 


O’Callaghan, Cllr. C. Ó 
Riain, Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, Cllr. A.M. Power, Cllr. J. Tobin, Cllr. 


K. Wilkinson.

and agreed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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