COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Tuesday 10th April, 2007, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Mary Greene, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. Paudie Coffey


Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Pat Daly 



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright



APOLOGIES:

Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Tom Cronin




Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

 

Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. A.M. Power
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Martin Walsh, A/Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Donal Murphy, A/Head of Finance

Ms. Tess O’Brien, A/County Secretary

 (1)
PRESENTATION ON PROPOSALS FOR BIO-SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARK AT 

 

COOLNAMUCK, CARRICK-ON-SUIR

Mayor Mary Greene welcomed Mr. Paul O’Brien, of Henry J. Lyons and Partners and his project team who gave an informative presentation on the proposed development of a Science and Technology Campus at Coolnamuck, Carrick-on-Suir.   Members were informed that public meetings would also take place in the coming days.  A number of Councillors complimented the project team on their presentation and requested that updates on progress be given on a regular basis to ensure that everybody was kept informed of developments.  Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager and Mayor Mary Greene thanked Mr. O’Brien for his presentation on this development which had huge potential and would benefit not only the County but the entire region.
(5)
REPORT ON THE INCIDENCE OF CRYPTOSPORIDIOSIS IN PORTLAW

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services referred to the report as circulated on the incidence of Cryptosporidiosis in Portlaw, and welcomed Mr. Ray Parle, Principal Environmental Health Officer and his colleagues to the meeting.  Mr. O’Flynn thanked the staff of Waterford County Council and the Health Service Executive for the efficient and effective inter-agency co-operation. In response to queries raised, Mr. R. Parle stated that the cryptosporidiosis may re-occur but stressed that the ultra violet light system which was installed would provide an effective filter.   Cllr. P. Coffey thanked the public in particular, who had to endure the inconvenience of not having a potable water supply.  He proposed that Waterford County Council request the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to connect Portlaw to the East Waterford Supply Scheme as a matter of urgency.   This proposal was seconded by Mayor Mary Greene.  
Cllr. C. Ó Riain recommended that the Agenda be adhered to in future and all presentations should be given after the  

Minutes and Votes of Sympathy had been dealt with.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mr. Paddy Taheny, Mrs. Josephine Fitzgerald, Mr. Richard Comerford, Mr. Enda Nolan, Ms. Emily Piper, Ms.

Brenda Cremin, Mr. Thomas Hickey.  

One minute’s silence was observed.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS/BEST WISHES

· GlaxoSmithKline on the recent announcement of proposals to produce a new nicotine replacement therapy


product.
· Comeragh Community Development Group, on the excellent clean up carried out on Easter Monday.
 (2)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12th MARCH, 2007

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Monday, 12th March, 2007, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Houses in Gaeltacht
It was agreed to discuss planning policy for the Gaeltacht at a future meeting of the SPC for Environment & Planning, on the request of Cllr. B. Mansfield.
(b)
82 houses, Lismore
Cllr. D. Doocey asked if An Bord Pleanála had been aware of the proposal to extend the treatment plant in Lismore prior to making a decision on the 82 houses.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that the decision to upgrade the treatment facility had not been made prior to the Bord Pleanála decision and therefore the Bord would not have been aware of same.
(c)
Report on potholes

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to provide written report to Cllr. J. Tobin.

(d)
Rathgormack Post Office


On the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Mayor M. Greene, it was agreed to forward a 
further letter to An Post expressing disappointment at the closure of Rathgormack Post Office and 
request the re-opening as soon as possible.

  (3)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of March, 2007, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(4) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of March, 2007, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(6)
CONSIDERATION OF TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLANS (A) LISMORE, (B) TALLOW AND (C) 
CAPPOQUIN


At the request of Cllr. J. Tobin it was agreed to put the Traffic Management Plans on display in Tallow and 
Cappoquin.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed members that the Plans would be implemented 
on a phased basis, budget prevailing.  On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey it was 
agreed to adopt the Traffic Management Plans for Lismore, Cappoquin and Tallow, as presented.  

Resolution

  Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,  

  Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Traffic Management Plans for Lismore, Cappoquin and Tallow, as circulated.”

(7)
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION CLONMEL
Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services informed members that the proposal related to a single dwelling and added that no submissions or observations had been received.  It was agreed to proceed with the material contravention PD 06/1277 - Sinead & Martin Greene, dwelling house, garage, entrance, waste water treatment system and associated site works at Poulnagunogue, Clonmel, Co. Waterford, in accordance with the Planning & Development Act, 2000.
  Resolution

 Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene,

 Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved, 

   “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed with material contravention in relation to PD 06/1277 - Sinead & Martin Greene, dwelling house, garage, entrance, waste water treatment system and associated site works at Poulnagunogue, Clonmel, Co. Waterford, in accordance with the Planning & Development Act, 2000.”
(8)
APPROVAL OF NAMES FOR LOCAL AUTHORITY HOUSING ESTATES, TRAMORE
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to adopt the following names for a number of Council Estates in Tramore, County Waterford.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, and resolved, 

  “That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the following names for a number of Local Authority Estates in Tramore, County Waterford.”
	Place
	Name being Suggested
	Notes

	An Cruabhaile Uachtarach, An Trá Mhór

Crobally Upper, Tramore

56 house development of social and affordable houses in behind what is known as ‘Bán na Gaoithe’
	(i) An Garrán


	The name refers to the Garraun Stream (Sruthán an Gharráin), which flows right next to these houses. The word ‘garrán’ refers to a clump or grove of trees.

	Riverstown, An Trá Mhór

Tramore

8 houses in the garden of a private house that was bought by the Council.
	Gort na Mara
	The name means ‘The Plot/Field of the Sea’, referring to the fact that the houses are built in what was formerly a garden plot and is near the sea.


(9)
PROGRESS REPORTS

          MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
Road to Garrarus beach

Cllr. L. O’Sullivan requested that repair works be carried out as the numbers visiting this beach had increased, and added that pedestrian access would be of benefit at this point.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that it was intended to carry out work in the summer but the proposed works may be done sooner.
(b)
Pike Hill

Cllr. P. Nugent congratulated Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services and the NRA for all works carried out to date at The Pike, but stated that a slow lane turning into Killineen is required urgently.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that this work will be carried out shortly.
(c)
Lighting at Castleview, Villierstown

In reply to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services advised that there is no funding available in the current financial year but agreed to include for 2008.
(d)
Increase in Grants 

Cllr. D. Doocey asked what impact the recent increase in grants made available to Waterford County Council would have across the County.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that some of the additional money would go towards traffic management but additional works would also be carried out.
Community & Enterprise

(a)
Draft Fast Power Boats & Personal Water Craft Byelaws 2007


Cllr. J. Tobin raised concern that the proposed Byelaws would have an adverse effect on traditional

and regular river users.  A number of Councillors agreed with Councillor Tobin and requested that
serious consideration be given to any concerns raised.  Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, as Chair of the relevant 

SPC, stated that the byelaws on public display were in draft format at the moment with a view to 

inviting public submissions.   Mr. B. White, Director of Services added that submissions would be 
accepted until the 18th May and added that a sensible approach would be taken before the Draft 
Byelaws were returned to the full Council for further consideration.

(b)
The Golden Mile



Mayor M. Greene informed members of the recent launch of ‘The Golden Mile’ which is a very 


worthwhile incentive for communities to maintain and develop a mile of their choice.  Cllr. P. 


Coffey welcomed this very worthwhile initiative and recommended that the Council move on 



further similar initiatives, such as adopt a road or an area.  
(c)
Lismore Playground



Cllr. D. Doocey thanked all staff involved in the newly opened Lismore Playground which he 



stated would be of great benefit to children in the surrounding areas.

Housing

(a)
Respond houses, Kilmacthomas
Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services to liaise with Cllr. G. Barron regarding the commencement 

of the houses.
(b)
Clonea Power



Mayor M. Greene thanked all staff involved in works being carried out in the housing estate in 


Clonea Power.

Fire
(a)
Fire Stations


Cllr. P. Coffey expressed his dissatisfaction that Portlaw had not been included in the capital 


programme.
Environment 

(a)
Comeragh Development Group



Cllrs. G. Barron and L. Brazil thanked and complimented the Comeragh Development Group for 


the excellent clean up work carried out on Easter Monday.

(b)
White goods collection



Cllr. J. Tobin requested that a collection be carried out in May for bulky items.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, 


County Manager agreed to examine.

(c)
Rubbish on N72


Cllr. K. Wilkinson recommended that Cork County Council be requested to remove the rubbish at the entrance to the forest on the N72, Cork to Waterford.

(10)  CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated to all members:

1.
National Service Indicators 2006.
2.
Acknowledgement from Department of Transport, dated 30th March, 2007, regarding Pere Charles.

3.
Acknowledgement from Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, dated 27th March, 2007, regarding River Blackwater.

4.
Acknowledgement from Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, dated 23rd March, 2007, regarding sewerage facilities.

5.
Acknowledgement from Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 20th March, 2007, regarding sewerage facilities.

6.
Acknowledgement from Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 20th March, 2007, regarding dog control legislation.

7.
Acknowledgement from Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 15th March, 2007, regarding Waterford County Council’s Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2014.

8.
Notice of Motion from Naas Town Council, dated 20th March 2007, regarding World Peace Day 21st September, 2007.

9.
Notice of Motion from Fermoy Town Council, dated 21st March, 2007, regarding the Governments Policy of purchasing carbon credits.

10.
Brochure ‘Irish Delegation’.

11.
Information regarding conference on Confederation of European Councillors.

12.
Information on Variation No. 5 of the Waterford County Development Plan 2005 – 2011 Section 9.1.4 Regional Road Policy.

13.
A Newcomer’s Guide to the South East.

(11)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,  
Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 8th March to 30th   March, 2007, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	ACCC Annual Conference
	Park Hotel, Dungarvan
	8th – 10th March
	Dan Cowman
Ger Garron

Paudie Coffey

Ann Marie Power

John Carey

	Rattoo Heritage Society
	Co. Kerry
	28th March
	Paddy O’Callaghan
James Tobin

Lola O’Sullivan

Dan Cowman

Pat Leahy

Pat Daly

	Carlow Tourism Conference
	Carlow
	29th – 30th March
	Ger Barron


(12)      NOTICES OF MOTION


In the absence of Cllr. B. Kyne, the following Notice of Motion was deferred to the May Council Meeting
“That Waterford County Council implement fully and monitor the Local Government Management Services Board Procedural Agreement of the use of contractors by Local Authorities.”
Cllr. G. Barron moved on the following Notices of Motion
“That this Council in conjunction with the Gaelic Athletic Association erect appropriate signage to direct visitors to the grave of Mr. Maurice Davin, First President of the Gaelic Athletic Association and only President to serve two terms in office, at Churchtown, Glen, Kilsheelan as it is now a location of major historical significance.”

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Mayor M. Greene.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to arrange 3 signs.
 

“That this Council consider as a matter of urgency the provision of public lighting between the village of Kilmacthomas and Alaska park soccer ground.”

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Mayor M. Greene.   Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that the lighting programme was being prepared and this proposal would be included for consideration.
Mayor Mary Greene moved on the following Notice of Motion

“That Waterford County Council request the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to remove the cap on numbers employed by local authorities, as this restriction is having an adverse effect on provision of services.”
Proposed by Mayor M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan.  Mayor M. Greene stated that the cap on numbers employed is having an adverse effect on local authorities’ ability to perform.  It was agreed to contact the Minister regarding same.

Cllr. K. Wilkinson asked if the general operative posts in Ardmore had been filled.  R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager advised that recruitment was ongoing at present, however, he highlighted the financial constraints which also impacted on staffing. 
(13)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(i)
New York trip

Mayor M. Greene outlined in detail a report on the St. Patricks Day trip to New York by members of the Council.  Numerous meetings were held, including IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Tourism Ireland.    The delegation met with the Waterford Association and lead the parade with the association.  Cllr. B. Mansfield requested a list of the names of those who attended and details of cost.  Mr. M. Walsh, A/Director of Services to forward.  
(ii)
Undocumented Irish

Cllr. J. Tobin informed members of a meeting scheduled for the following Sunday at Jurys Hotel, Dublin and requested the support of his colleagues.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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