COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 9th July, 2007, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Paudie Coffey



Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly 



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. K. Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright



APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Brendan Mansfield
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Donald Brady, A/Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

  Standing Orders were suspended to deal with the following:
VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mr. Peter Queally, Mr. David Lee, Mrs. Winifred Mills, Mr. John Byrne, Ms. Ciara Meehan, Mrs. Maureen

O’Neill, Mr. John Wilson and Mr. Bobby Phelan.

One minute’s silence was observed.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
Waterford Senior Hurling Team on winning the 2007 Munster Final.

Ballymacarbry National School on achieving an Award in Science Excellence.

 (1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11th JUNE, 2007

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Monday 11th June, 2007, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 26TH JUNE, 2007
The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 26th June, 2007, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. M. Greene.

  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of June, 2007, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of June, 2007, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(4)
PRESENTATION BY GABRIEL HYNES ON G-PLAN

Mr. G. Hynes, Senior Executive Engineer, gave a detailed presentation on G-Plan which will make all information on planning application files available on Waterford County Council’s website.  This will provide a more effective planning process and improve customer service.  In reply to Cllr. C. Ó Riain, Mr. Hynes confirmed that G-Plan will be demonstrated at Area Meetings, and added that monitors will be available in the Civic Offices and staff trained in using same.  Mr. Hynes informed Cllr. Greene that reports can be taken from this system per electoral area.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager welcomed this move forward and complimented both the Planning and I.T. Departments for the tremendous work in getting this on-line.        
(5)
WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 – TWO YEAR PROGRESS REPORT ON SECURING POLICIES & OBJECTIVES
Ms. V. Conway, Senior Executive Planner, addressed members and gave a lengthy presentation on the progress to date of the County Development Plan.  Cllr. J. Tobin noted that Tallow Fire Station was omitted from the report and this is to be added. Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager thanked Ms. Conway for her comprehensive and positive report.  

D. McCarthy, Director of Services, agreed to forward a copy of the legal opinion received in relation to the local need issue under the Rural Housing Guidelines to Cllr. N. Flynn.  
(6)
 CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE MANAGER’S REPORT ON DRAFT LISMORE LOCAL AREA PLAN 2007-2013


On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, the Manager’s Report on Submissions on the Amendments to the Draft Lismore Local Area Plan 2007-2013 was adopted. 
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, adopt the Manager’s Report on Submissions on the Amendments to the Draft Lismore Local Area Plan 2007-2013.”
 (7)   
CONSIDERATION TO ENDORSE STRATEGIC PLAN – WATERFORD SPORT PARTNERSHIP 2007-2011, PRESENTATION BY ROSARIE KEALY
          
Ms. R. Kealy gave a comprehensive report to members on Waterford Sport Partnership Strategic Plan 2007-2011.  She referred to the outstanding work being carried out with clubs across the County and the wonderful relationship with Waterford City Council and Waterford County Council.  A number of Councillors paid tribute to the excellent work being carried out by Waterford Sports Partnership, which has become a great resource to community groups. 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to adopt the Strategic Plan for


Waterford Sport Partnership 2007-2011.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,   
Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Strategic Plan for Waterford Sport Partnership 2007-2011.”
(8) 
CONSIDERATION OF REPORT ON RIVERSTOWN RELIEF ROAD, TRAMORE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 179 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000

In reply to Cllr. A.M. Power, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that this road will be completed, though not in the current year.  On the proposal of Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to proceed with proposed works at Riverstown Relief Road, Tramore, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.
 Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 
           “That we, the member of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with proposed works at Riverstown Relief Road, Tramore, Co. Waterford, in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.”

(9) 
CONSIDERATION OF REPORT ON PROPOSAL TO ABANDON PUBLIC ROAD AT KILBUNNY, PORTLAW, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 12 OF THE ROADS ACT, 1993
          Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, outlined details of the report dated 30th March, 2007 following the oral hearing conducted on behalf of the Council into the proposal to abandon this road. The recommendation of Mr. E. Flynn, who conducted the oral hearing, was that the road should be abandoned. 

Cllr. P. Coffey questioned the delay in bringing the matter before the Council and added that the report circulated does not justify the abandonment. He stated that this road has been in the ownership of Waterford County Council for a number of years and has a wide recreational use. He asked his colleagues not to support the proposal to abandon this road.  Mr. O’Flynn agreed to forward copy of report to all who made submissions at the request of Cllr. P. Coffey.

Cllr. M. Greene stated that this had not been discussed at an area meeting and proposed that any future proposals to abandon roads should be discussed at the relevant Area Meetings.  This was seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan and agreed.

.  

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services confirmed to Cllr. P. Leahy that the right of way will not be affected and informed Cllr. L. O’Sullivan that Waterford County Council has responsibility to maintain the right of way.

Cllr. P. Daly asked of cost implications if the road isn’t abandoned.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the road is in need of urgent upgrading and that works will be required.  He added that legal proceedings are ongoing at present Coillte and Lord Waterford in regard to this road..

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, to defer decision on the proposed abandonment until the legal proceedings are determined.  A role call vote was taken and resulted as follows:
FOR:
7
AGAINST: 
13.

FOR:

D. Cowman, P. Daly, B. Kyne, P. Leahy, K. Ó Riain, J. Tobin, K. Wilkinson


AGAINST:
G. Barron, L. Brazil, J. Carey, P. Coffey, D. Doocey, N.Flynn, M. Greene, T. Higgins, P. 



Nugent, P. O’Callaghan, L. O’Sullivan, A.M. Power, T. Wright.


Cllr. P. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, then proposed that the road at Kilbunny be abandoned, in accordance with section 12 of the Roads Act, 2003. A role call vote was taken and resulted as follows:


FOR:
7
AGAINST:
13 


FOR:

D. Cowman, P. Daly, B. Kyne, P. Leahy, K. Ó Riain, J. Tobin, K. Wilkinson


AGAINST:
G. Barron, L. Brazil, J. Carey, P. Coffey, D. Doocey, N.Flynn, M. Greene, T. Higgins, P. 



Nugent, P. O’Callaghan, L. O’Sullivan, A.M. Power, T. Wright.


As the proposal was defeated, it was therefore agreed not to abandon the road at Kilbunny, Portlaw.
(10)
CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME, 2007
On the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to adopt the Higher Education Grant Scheme, 2007, as circulated.

Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. M. Greene, 

Seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Higher Education Grant Scheme, 2007, as circulated.”
(11)
NOMINATION OF SPC CHAIRPERSON
     
On the proposal of Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, it was agreed to nominate Cllr. Gerard Barron as Chairperson of the SPC for Transport and Infrastructure.   


Resolution


  Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan,

  Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and resolved,

            “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, nominate Cllr. Gerard Barron as Chairperson of the SPC for Transport and Infrastructure.”
(12)
AUDIT FUNCTION IN LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance referred to documentation circulated regarding the formation of the Audit Committee, and outlined that the role of this Committee is to advise best practice.  He informed members that the Committee will comprise of 5 members, 3 of which will be external and the others will be 2 Councillors or retired Councillors.  One external person will be the Chairperson of the Committee and at least one external person will have to have an accounting background.  In reply to Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. Quinn stated that this Committee can advise on how the Budget can be formed but the consideration of the Budget will remain the function of the Councillors.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager stressed that this is an advisory Committee only and that its formation is required by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.
(13)
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Sanitary Services
(a)
Tallow

Cllr. J. Tobin referred to a recent overflow of sewerage on the streets of Tallow and said that this was caused by an unfinished private estate in Tallow.  He complimented the local General Services Supervisor for his assistance in dealing with the matter.  Directors, Mr. J. O’Flynn and Mr. D. McCarthy agreed to discuss this matter further with Cllr. J. Tobin following the meeting.
 (b)
Passage East

Cllr. J. Carey referred to regular flooding in Passage East caused by gravel at the sewerage outflow cover and recommended that the outflow pipe be extended to remedy the problem.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that a foreshore license would be required for this and agreed to follow up.  
(c)
Glencairn and west of Lismore town

Mr. J. O’Flynn confirmed to Cllr. D. Doocey that the water in this area is of good quality despite the regular discoloring and agreed to examine the possibility of connecting to the supply at Deerpark.  
(d)
Ballinroad

In reply to Cllr. T. Cronin, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that the water from the Deelish supply is safe to drink and that the boil notice had been lifted since June 13th,2007.
(e)
River Clodagh, Clonea Power



Cllr. M. Greene referred to the negative report issued by the EPA and requested report from the 


Director of Services for the September council meeting.

(f)
Seven Villages Sewerage Scheme

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, replied to Cllr. N. Flynn stating that a draft report has been 

received from the Department for the Dunmore East scheme only. Minor amendments were made and the report returned to them.  Mayor B. Kyne added that the Minister is due to be at the opening of Dungarvan Treatment Plant and that he intended to discuss the matter with him. Cllr. Flynn said that the national group is meeting the Minister on 26th July, 2007 and she would raise the issue at that meeting.
Roads
(a)
Gortnadiha to the Cunnigar
Cllr. P. Nugent asked if the grass verges could be cut back on this road.  Mr. D. Doocey recommended that landowners should cut back the grass at junctions and on bends.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that it is illegal to carry out hedgecutting at this time of year, except for road safety reasons.
(b)
Surfacing of streets, Tramore
In reply to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. J. O’Flynn stated that tenders were invited for this work a few weeks ago and that the work will commence as soon as possible.
(c)
Clashdog Bridge, Mothel



In reply to Cllr. M. Greene, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that this has to be re-


built and a design is currently being prepared.

(d)
Sir Thomas Bridge



Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, is to contact South Tipperary County Council for update.
(e)
Ferry, Passage East

In reply to Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that he has been in contact 

with Wexford County Council on this matter. A brief is being drawn up currently and an advertisement will be placed for consultants when this is completed.
(f)
Coleville  Road to Thomas Bridge

Cllr. C. Ó Riain stated that a number of accidents have occurred here, in part due to the

speed limit.  Area Engineer will liaise with South Tipperary County Council with a view to carrying out works under the low cost safety measures programme.
(14)  CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members:

1.
Letter from Monaghan Town Council, dated 27th June, 2007, regarding Notice of Motion in connection with missing children.

2.
Email from Clare County Council, dated 20th June, 2007, regarding Resolution in connection with lack of sewerage schemes either because of shortage of funding or failure to get foreshore licenses to their towns.

3.
Email from Kilrush Town Council, dated 12th June, 2007, regarding Notice of Motion in connection with embargo on recruitment via FAS Job Initiative Scheme.

Handed out on day:
Sherkin Comment

(15)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan,  

Seconded by Cllr.L. Brazil, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 11th June to 9th July, 2007, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	Renewable Energy Conference, BMW
	Carlingford, Co. Louth
	13th June
	P. O’Callaghan

L. Brazil

	Byrne Perry Summer School
	Gorey, Co. Wexford
	29th June – 1st July
	D. Geoghegan

P. Coffey

L. Brazil

P. Nugent

	Effective Communications for Councillors
	Castlebellingham, Co. Louth
	8th – 10th June
	L. Brazil

G. Barron

	Lough Ree Environmental Summer School
	Lanesborough, Co. Longford
	1st – 8th July
	L. O’Sullivan

A.M. Power

M. Greene

N. Flynn

D. Doocey


  (16)     NOTICES OF MOTION


Cllr. D. Doocey moved on the following Notice of Motion
“That Waterford County Council enquire from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government the status of the application for the construction of a new Fire Station in Lismore as a matter of urgency.  Lismore is the fastest growing town in the area; it has St. Carthage’s rest home, a large successful secondary school, two primary schools a much envied
Castle which is part of our heritage.”

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services stated that the site has been acquired and a design and cost estimate has been forwarded to the DEHLG.
Cllr. K. Wilkinson moved on the following Notice of Motion

“That Waterford County Council would incorporate residential parking where parking restrictions 
occur in the new traffic plans for Cappoquin, Lismore and Tallow.”

Proposed by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed with this.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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