COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 14th May, 2007, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Mary Greene, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Paudie Coffey



Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly 



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Teresa Wright



APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Donal Murphy, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Ms. Mary Duffy, Ms. Ann Campbell, Mrs. Alice Flynn, Mr. Eamonn Lombard, Mr. Eamonn Harte, Ms. Veronica

O’Shea, Bernie, Caroline and Rosanna Cassidy.
One minute’s silence was observed.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS/BEST WISHES

· De La Salle Hurling Team on winning the All Ireland Colleges Hurling A Final.
· Waterford Hurling Team on winning the National Hurling League Final.
· Waterford Camogie Team on winning the National Camogie Division 2 League.
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager along with Councillors congratulated Mr. Frank Curran on his appointment as

Director of Services with Waterford County Council and wished him every success in the future.

 (1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10th APRIL, 2007

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday, 10th April, 2007, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Road leading to beach at Garrarus
Cllr. L. O’Sullivan thanked and complimented staff of Waterford County Council for the speedy way in which the road to the beach was repaired.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of April, 2007, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of April, 2007, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Development Contribution Scheme
Cllr. P. Coffey asked if anything can be done to alleviate development charges incurred by farmers in regard to the Nitrates Directive.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, agreed to examine the matter and  report to the next council meeting.
(b)
Proposed Development at Coolnamuck, Carrick-on-Suir


In reply to Mayor M. Greene, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that a planning application is expected in June and added that Councillors will be kept informed of developments.  
(c)
Developments in Bonmahon



Cllr. P. Coffey recommended the inclusion of a planning condition for provision of a health centre within upcoming developments in the Bonmahon area.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, replied that he is liaising with Mr. D. Halpin, Health Service Executive, regarding this matter and both agencies will work together with developers to find a resolution.
(d)
Derelict Buildings


Cllr. N. Flynn requested an updated list of derelict buildings in County Waterford. This is to be presented to the next meeting.
(4)
PRESENTATION AND LAUNCH OF SEÁN KELLY CYCLING TOUR OF WATERFORD WEBSITE

Mr. R. Walsh, Administrative Officer, gave a detailed presentation on the proposed cycling tours that are 
arranged for August.  Ms. K. Phelan, Waterford Sports Partnership, then went through the website outlining 
the various routes and how cyclists may enter.  The initiative was unanimously supported by Councillors.
(5)
PRESENTATION ON CARBON FOOTPRINT BY MR. PAUL DALY, SENIOR ENGINEER
Mr. P. Daly, Senior Engineer, outlined to members what Waterford County Council has done to date regarding climate change and what is proposed for the future.  A Committee has been formed and the first meeting will be held at the end of May.  

· Cllr. Barron asked if elected representatives will be on the committee dealing with this matter.  Mr. R.

O’Dwyer, County Manager, stated that the SPC and Council will both be involved.  Cllr. P. Daly, as Chair of the  SPC, confirmed that the SPC is currently being informed on a continuous basis and they have also been briefed by the Energy Bureau.  
· In reply to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that a Wind Energy Strategy is
     being prepared at present and will be before the Councillors for consideration in the coming months. 

Cllr. P. Coffey welcomed progress in this area and added that the heating system in the housing stock  should be changed from oil. Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, outlined actions taken to date to reduce heating costs in the Council’s housing stock.
· Cllr. P. O’Callaghan asked if wave power may be an option.  Mr. P. Daly, Senior Engineer replied that

     this this technology is still at infancy stage but is something that may happen in future.  
(6)(a) CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 117.58sq.m. AT TWIG BOG, CAPPOQUIN, CO.  

          WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT    

          ACT, 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to dispose of 117.58sq.m. at Twig Bog, Cappoquin, Co. Waterford to Twig Bog Ltd., 8, Calderwood Road, Douglas, Cork, as set out in notice served on Councillors dated 4th May, 2007, and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001,.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, 
Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to dispose of 117.58sq.m. at Twig Bog,

Cappoquin, Co. Waterford to Twig Bog Ltd., 8, Calderwood Road, Douglas, Cork, as set out in the notice

served on Councillors dated 4th May, 2007 and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government

Act, 2001.”

(6)(b)   CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 0.5 ACRES AT PARKEENNAGLOGH, KILMACTHOMAS CO. WATERFORD TO WATERFORD DIOCESAN TRUST LTD., BISHOPS HOUSE, JOHN’S HILL, WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001
            On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to dispose of 0.5 acres at Parkeennaglogh, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford to Waterford Diocesan Trust Ltd., Bishops House, John’s Hill, Waterford, for a sum of €10,000, as set out in notice served on Councillors dated 4th May, 2007, and         in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
  Resolution

 Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, 
 Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

  
 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to dispose of 0.5 acres at Parkeennaglogh, 
           Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford to Waterford Diocesan Trust Ltd., Bishops House, John’s Hill, Waterford,  

           for a sum of €10,000, as set out in notice served on Councillors dated 4th May, 2007, and in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(6)(c) CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 0.0825 ACRES AT CURRABAHA WEST, 
KILMACTHOMAS, CO. WATERFORD, TO MS. ROSE O’CONNOR, CURRABAHA WEST, 
KILMACTHOMAS, CO. WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001

  On the proposal of Cllr P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed to dispose of 0.0825 acres at 
  Currabaha West, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford to Ms. Rose O’Connor, Currabaha West, Kilmacthomas,

  Co. Waterford, as set out in notice served on Councillors dated 30th April, 2007, and in accordance with 
Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

 Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,
Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to dispose of 0.0825 acres at Currabaha West,

Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford to Ms. Rose O’Connor, Currabaha West, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford, as

set out in notice served on Councillors dated 30th April, 2007, and in accordance with Section 183 of the

Local Government Act, 2001.”

(7)
CONSIDERATION OF REPORT ON THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SINGLE BUNGALOW AT BAILE NA nGALL, AN RINN, CO. PHORT LÁIRGE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001
          It was proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and agreed to proceed with the construction of a single bungalow at Baile na nGall, An Rinn, Contae Phort Láirge, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne,


Seconded by Cllr. T. Cronin, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the construction of a single
bungalow at Baile na nGall, An Rinn, Contae Phort Láirge, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning

& Development Regulations, 2001.”
(8)
ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT ON CORPORATE PLAN

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services informed members the Annual Progress Report on the Corporate Plan was circulated to members for information in accordance with the Local Government Act, 2001.
(9)
SET DATE FOR ANNUAL MEETING

     
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, it was agreed to hold the Annual General Meeting of Waterford County Council on Tuesday 26th June, 2007.


Resolution


  Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,


 Seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, and resolved,

 “That Waterford County Council holds its Annual Meeting on Tuesday 26th June, 2007.”
(10)
PROGRESS REPORTS

          MATTERS ARISING:
Environment
(a)
Treatment Plant, Ballinacourty

On request from Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to endeavour to arrange a visit by Councillors to the Treatment Plant at next site meeting.  Councillors added that restoration of sites after works are completed is very important and referred particularly to the Western Bay area.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to follow up. 
(b)
Service charges for refuse collection

Cllr. D. Geoghegan asked if the Ombudsman Office has been in contact with Waterford County Council regarding the waiver scheme.  Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance, stated that the last contact with an investigator from the Ombudsman Office was approximately 6 months in regard to a specific case. The Council’s position on this case was upheld the national review currently taking place was not connected with this. It was agreed to  prepare a report in September/October prior to Budget meeting.

(c)
Refuse collection

Mayor M. Greene asked if people who aren’t on the Waterford County Council collection route have been questioned as to what alternative collection they have.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, confirmed that this work is in hand.
(d)
Glenmore 

Cllr. D. Geoghegan referred to a private collector that collects in the Glenmore area and asked that Waterford County Council would cover the same route.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, asked Cllr. Geoghegan to forward specific details so that the matter can be examined.
Community & Enterprise

(a)
Dunmore East Library 
In reply to Cllr. J. Carey, Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that no commitment has 


yet been received from the Department regarding this Library.

(b)
Playgrounds
Mr. B. White, Director of Services, confirmed that the Dunmore East playground may be completed in 2007. He agreed to contact Cllr. Geoghegan directly in regard to Clashmore. 
(c)
Ardmore


Cllr. T. Cronin welcomed progress in regard to sale of industrial sites in Ardmore.

(d)
Rathgormack Post Office



Mayor M. Greene informed members that she received a letter from An Post regarding the closure 

of the Post Office which indicated that this will re-open shortly.  
(e)
Thatched Dwellings



Cllr. N. Flynn recommended that additional funding be requested from the Department towards 


conservation grants.
Housing

(a)
Progress Report
Cllr. J. Tobin asked if second-hand houses purchased by Waterford County Council could be included in monthly progress reports.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, agreed to arrange.
(b)
Taking Charge of Estates
Cllr. J. Tobin requested a report on housing estates taken in charge over the past 5 years.  This is to be available for the next meting.
(c)
Old School Site, Cappoquin



In response to queries raised by Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that a 


number of submissions have been received and issues are being addressed.  It is hoped to have a


report for the June meeting.

(d)
Housing allocation  

Cllr. C. Ó Riain queried how local authority houses are allocated and referred to a specific lady in his area who is in urgent need of  housing.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that  houses are let in accordance with the Council’s Scheme of Letting Priorities. He informed Cllr. Ó Riain that the Council’s Social Worker has been in contact with the lady in question and is working to resolve matters.
(e)
Glen Road, Tramore

In reply to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that an exit from the Council’s housing development in Tramore onto Glen Road is not an option at the present time. 

(f)
Central heating in houses



Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services informed Cllr. C. Ó Riain that 30 houses remain without 


central heating but it is envisaged that all houses will have central heating installed before the year 

end. 

Roads
(a)
Crooke, Passage East


Cllr. J. Carey referred to the road leading through Crooke up to the reservoir which requires 


resurfacing, and also work need to be carried out on the bridge.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of 


Services, agreed to follow these up with the Area Engineer.
(b)
Speed Ramps
In response to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that signage may be an 
option at An Grianán, Ballinroad as speed ramps are not the most favoured option.  He agreed to 

examine with the Area Engineer. Cllr. N. Flynn recommended that the SPC re-visit the policy in regard to provision of speed ramps.

(c)
Speed limits

Cllr. M. Greene requested speed limits for Clodagh Drive, Clonea. Cllr. P. Daly requested a report on the review of speed limits. Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, confirmed that this should be before the Council by October, 2007.
(d)
Lackenfune and Springmeadows



Cllr. T. Cronin requested that a Stop sign be erected at the exit from Springmeadows.  He 


recommended that lighting and footpaths be provided on the road leading from Lackenfune and 


Springmeadows to the Spring roundabout.

(e)
Traffic Calming at The Burgery



Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. D. Geoghegan that there is no allocation from 

the NRA this year but he agreed to raise the matter with the NRA.
(f)
Spring Roundabout, Dungarvan



Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, confirmed that there is no allocation in 2007 for this 


roundabout.
(g)
Somerville Estate


Cllr. P. O’Callaghan stated that residents of Somerville don’t require speed ramps but would 


welcome other safety measures.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that he has received 


submission from residents and agreed to examine.
(h)
Tinahalla Junction


Cllrs. Coffey and Greene expressed the urgency in carrying out works at this location and requested 

the Director of Services to carry out a detailed design and costing to improve the junction.
(i)
Road repairs



Cllr. P. Coffey requested repairs to be carried out at Mount Bolton, Crook and Killerguile as a 


matter of urgency.

(j)
Bridge at Tallow 

Cllr. J. Tobin stated that approximately 10-12 heavy duty lorries are passing through Tallow daily and requested the examination of West St. Bridge.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, is to arrange. 
(k) Main St./Castle St., Cappoquin.

In reply to Cllr. Flynn, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, confirmed that works will be carried out at Main St./Castle St., Cappoquin.
(11)  CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members:

1.
Letter from Department of Transport, dated 8th May 2007, regarding sinking of the fishing vessel “Pere Charles”.

2.
Letter from Limerick County Council, dated 26th April, 2007, regarding Resolution.

3.
Letter from Waterford City Council, dated 20th April, 2007, regarding naming of housing estate at Ballygunner Castle Kilcaragh Village.

4.
Acknowledgement from Department of the Environment, dated 13th April, 2007, regarding Portlaw Water Supply Scheme.

5.
Letter from An Post, dated 30th April, 2007, regarding Rathgormack Post Office.


Handed out on day:
Emails from North Tipperary County Council dated 11th May, 2007 



regarding national database of developers who fail to comply with 



planning permissions.
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(12)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,  
Seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 10th April to 14th May, 2007, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	IRDA Conference
	Co. Kerry
	18th – 20th April
	D. Cowman
D. Doocey

	Local Government Housing Service
	Letterkenny
	27th – 29th April
	N. Flynn
P. Nugent

P. O’Callaghan

	LAMA Annual Spring Seminar
	Co. Kerry
	12th to 14th April
	A.M. Power
G. Barron

D. Cowman

D. Doocey

P. Coffey

J. Carey


(13)      NOTICES OF MOTION


Cllr. B. Kyne  moved on the following Notice of Motion
“That Waterford County Council implement fully and monitor the Local Government Management Services Board Procedural Agreement of the use of contractors by Local Authorities.”
Proposed by Cllr. B. Kyne, seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins, and agreed.

Cllr. D. Doocey moved on the following Notices of Motion
“That Waterford County Council request Irish Rail to investigate the restoration of the Waterford to

Cork railway line as part of their future extension of the Irish Rail Network.”

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins, and agreed.  Letter to issue.        
 
(14)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(i)
Civic Reception

Mayor M. Greene proposed that a Civic Reception be held for the organisers of Waterford Community Games following the June Council meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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