
COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 8th January, 2007, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Mary Greene, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil



Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Paudie Coffey



Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Pat Daly 



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn



Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Kieran O’Ryan


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright


APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Tom Cronin


Cllr. D. Geoghegan





IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Ms. Caroline Curley, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services
Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance

Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mrs. Eileen Healy, Mr. Tommy Cantwell, Mr. Paudie Daly, Mrs. Annie Cunningham, Mr. Mattie Lonergan, Mr. Oliver Lennon, Mr. John Walsh, Mr. Paddy O’Brien, Mrs. Joan O’Donnell.
One minute’s silence observed.

 (1) (a)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11th DECEMBER, 2006
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Monday, 11th December, 2006 having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey.
MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Notice of Motion


Cllr. K. Wilkinson referred to postponement of SPC meeting and requested that his Notice of 
Motion be deferred to the February Council meeting.

(b)
Water in Portlaw


In reply to Cllr. P. Coffey, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to compile an incident 
report and circulate it to members.
(c)
Electricity Supply Board (E.S.B.)

It was proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin, to invite a member of the E.S.B. to 
attend a council meeting to discuss electricity problems across County Waterford.  

(1) (b)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21st DECEMBER, 2006

The minutes of the Budget meeting held on Thursday, 21st December, 2006 having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Report in paper

Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to a report in the paper which stated that Councillors were wined and 
dined on the day of the Budget meeting and added that he paid for his own meal.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the months of December, 2006, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of December, 2006, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Signage at Six Cross Roads

Cllr. J. Carey referred to a company which erected signage on the roundabout at Six Cross Roads 
and who subsequently received a fine from Waterford City Council.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of 
Services confirmed that the Six Cross Roads roundabout is in County Waterford.
(b)
Planning distribution lists

Cllr. P. Daly requested that hard copies of planning applications received and planning applications 
granted be distributed to Councillors.

(4)
CONSIDERATION TO DISPOSE OF 0.280 ACRES AT TOWNSPARK EAST, TALLOW, CO. WATERFORD, TO PAT FINN & MARY FINN, 28 TOWER HILL, KILCOOLISHAL, GLANMIRE, CO. CORK, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn, it was agreed to dispose of 0.280 acres at Townspark East, Tallow, Co. Waterford, to Mr. Pat Finn and Ms. Mary Finn, 28 Tower Hill, Kilcoolishal, Glanmire, Co. Cork,  for a sum of €50,000.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,  

Seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to proceed and dispose of 0.280 acres at Townspark East, Tallow, Co. Waterford, to Mr. Pat Finn and Ms. Mary Finn, 28 Tower Hill, Kilcoolishal, Glanmire, Co. Cork,  for a sum of €50,000.00, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
(5)
CONSIDERATION OF SCHEME OF CAPITAL GRANTS – RECREATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES 2006
It was proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power and agreed that the Capital Grants Scheme for Recreational and Community Facilities 2006, as circulated be adopted.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services indicated that the Scheme will be advertised in April of this year.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn,  

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Capital Grants Scheme – Recreational and Community Facilities 2006, as circulated.” 
(6)
 CONSIDERATION TO DECLARE THE ROAD SERVING CROBALLY HEIGHTS, TRAMORE, CO. WATERFORD, TO BE A PUBLIC ROAD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 11 OF THE ROADS ACT, 1993
It was proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly and agreed to declare the road

serving Crobally Heights, Tramore, Co. Waterford, to be a public road, in accordance with Section 11 of

the Roads Act, 1993.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to declare the road serving Crobally

Heights, Tramore, Co. Waterford, to be a public road, in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads

Act, 1993.”

(7)
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Roads

(a)
Master McGrath/Ballymacmague 


In response to Cllrs. Ó Riain, Nugent and Mansfield, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that he has been out to the area in question and is following up at present.
(b)
Sea wall at Youghal

Cllr. P. Nugent asked Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services what the estimated cost of damage caused here.  Mr. J. O’Flynn replied that it is approximately €60,000.  
(c)
Road Signage

Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to the lack of warning signs at Lisfennell and Springmeadows housing estates.  He added that there is no “stop” sign on the way out of Springmeadows.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to examine. 
(d)
Airport Road

Cllr. P. O’Callaghan asked for an update on this road.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that the grant assistance has been increased from 75% to 90%.  He added that the contract documents are being finalised and hoped to seek tenders in February.  Works should be started by August, 2007.  

(e)
Ballindud to Waterford City


Cllr. P. O’Callaghan recommended that lights should be provided on this road.  He added that the speed limit should be reduced at Moonvoy.
(f)
Kilminnion Cross



In reply to Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the road has been 


widened and drainage works are being carried out at present.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of 


Services added that a planning application for houses is with An Bord Pleanála at present and a 


revised junction layout is part of this application.
(g)
N72 By-pass



In response to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that a small allocation is 

available this year towards route selection.  He added that the line will have to be chosen and a 


corridor defined so that permission for development will not be granted along the route.  Cllr. J. 


Tobin proposed that all planning permission continue to be granted until a definite corridor has   


been identified.  This proposal was not supported.
(h)
St. Thomas Bridge



Mayor M. Greene asked for an update and Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that South 

Tipperary County Council are waiting for the E.S.B. to proceed with works.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, 


County Manager stated that he will contact the Manager in South Tipperary.  
Community & Enterprise

(a)
Bus service Tallow, Dungarvan


Cllr. K. Wilkinson referred to the discontinuation of the bus service by Bus Éireann and requested
 

Waterford County Council to forward letter requesting them to service this route again.  Cllrs. 


Doocey and Flynn agreed.  Mayor M. Greene added that she will discuss the matter with Déise 


Link.
(b)
Work in Waterford Website


Cllr. G. Barron referred to the recent launch of the website and the positive feedback received from 

various locations across the country.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services added that there has been 

over 140,000 hits on the website.
(c)
Broadband coverage


Cllr. D. Doocey referred to gaps in the service that still remain in some parts of the County.  Mr. B. 

White, Director of Services agreed to examine.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services added that a 


survey was carried out and resulted that only 5 Councillors had problems accessing information via 

Broadband and invited Councillors to contact the I.T. Department to discuss the matter further if 


necessary.  Cllr. P. Coffey recommended contacting newly established company, 
Alphawave 


Communications, which provide Broadband access in the east of the County.  
Housing
(a)
Work in Riverglen


Cllr. N. Flynn thanked all involved in works carried out in Riverglen on a job well done.
(b)
Housing estate at Clonea Power


Cllr. M. Greene complimented the Housing Department on the houses being completed in this area.  

She added that some work is still outstanding in Clodagh Drive and asked that the estate be 


completed.
Sanitary Services

(a)
Youghal Road


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to contact Cllr. B. Kyne when he has investigated the matter 


further.
(b)
Treatment Plant


Cllr. B. Kyne asked if problems are being encountered at Ballinroad as a result of the new 


treatment plant.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that the plant is due to be 



commissioned in February, 2007 and agreed to keep Cllr. Kyne informed.  In reply to a query 


raised regarding the pipework on private lands, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that 


the contractor is responsible for reinstatement works.
(c)
Sewerage, Rathgormack



Mayor M. Greene referred to the zoned land at Rathgormack which has no sewerage system to 


service it.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services replied that the cost of a sewerage system would be 

excessive but added that there is a new circular which allows interim schemes for development, 


which he will examine.  Cllr. P. Coffey added that there is a serious deficit across the County 


which is hindering development overall.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that a Draft 


Assessment of Needs is with the SPC and will be coming before the full Council.
Fire

(a)
Kilmacthomas Fire Station

Cllr. G. Barron welcomed the withdrawal of the CPO objection for Kilmacthomas Fire Station and asked that the application for funding be forwarded to the Department without delay.
(b)
Tallow Fire Station


In response to Cllr. J. Tobin, Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services stated that it was an error that Tallow Fire Station was omitted from the Budget document in error and confirmed that it is now included.
(c)
Operational Activity


Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services informed Cllr. P. Daly that this reflects the number of times the Fire Brigade is called out.  Cllr. P. Daly thought the number of callouts in Dungarvan was very high compared to Tramore.  Ms. C. Curley, Director of Services explained that Dungarvan has a wider area to cover.
Environment 

(a)
Flat Charge

In reply to Cllr. T. Wright, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that 2,592 had paid at 31st December, 2006 and the current figure is 4,500.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager added that Waterford County Council had 9,000 customers last year.
(b)
Waste on roadsides

Cllr. P. Coffey referred to waste on regional and local roads and requested officials to follow up.
(c)
Landfill site, Tramore


In response to Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services stated that infrastructure is being put in place at present for the collection of gases and leachate.

(8)  CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members:

1.
Notice of Motion from Letterkenny Town Council, dated 8th December, 2006, regarding outside contractors.

2.
Letter and report from Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources, dated 13th December, 2006, regarding Waterford Grouped Towns and Villages Sewerage Scheme.  Cllr. L. O’Sullivan referred to this report and requested that a letter issue requesting the Department to expedite the applications for the foreshore licences.
3.
Notice of Motion from South Tipperary County Council, dated 19th December, 2006, regarding Hospice.  Cllr. T. Higgins supported this Notice of Motion. 
4.
Letter from Waterford City Council, dated 14th December, 2006, regarding Whitfield Clinic.

5.
Resolution from Monaghan County Council, dated 15th December, 2006, regarding increase in water charges imposed on the Council as a direct result of Government Policy.

(9)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 8th December, 2006, to 8th January, 2007, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	The Local Government: Budget 2007
	Bunclody, Wexford
	9th December
	A.M. Power
D. Cowman

J. Carey

	CEC Winter Seminar
	Enniskillen
	8th December
	P. Nugent


 (10)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(i)
Councillors Strand


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed Cllr. J. Carey that he wasn’t aware of leakage on Christmas day but will investigate.
(ii)
Dungarvan Boxing Club


Mayor Mary Greene informed members that Dungarvan Boxing Club is hosting the womens international competition in Dungarvan and the CPG agreed to give a financial contribution to assist the Club.  Councillors agreed that this will be a great event for Dungarvan. 
(iii)
Speed Limit Review

Cllr. C. Ó Riain referred to a Notice he received regarding the review of speed limits and said that Councillors should have been involved at the preliminary stage.  Mayor M. Greene informed members that this is a Draft document only and its adoption will be a decision for Councillors.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, Co. Manager assured members that the proposals would be discussed at Area Meetings and will be adopted only when members are satisfied.    
(iv)
Draft Maritime Bye Laws 

Cllr. N. Flynn referred to the Draft Maritime Bye Laws and requested that all Councillors are circulated with the document.  Cllr. L. O’Sullivan agreed to arrange this as Chair of the SPC and requested all Counsellors to examine the proposals and added that feedback would be welcomed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________
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