COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 11th June, 2007, at 2:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Mary Greene, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Paudie Coffey



Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly 



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Billy Kyne



Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Teresa Wright



APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary

Standing Orders were suspended to deal with the following:
VOTES OF SYMPATHY
The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:

Mr. John Organ, Mrs. Eileen Drummey, Mr. Johnny Foley and Ms. Aileen Roche.
One minute’s silence was observed.

 DEELISH/DUNGARVAN/BALLINACOURTY WATER SUPPLY
 Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to a boil notice served on residents in the Burgery area due to contamination of the water supply. Cllr. Mansfield expressed his disappointment that he wasn’t notified, being both a Councillor and  resident of the effected area.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that the water was found to be coloured at the Treatment Plant and tests are being carried out to rectify the problem.  As a precautionary measure, boil water notices were issued to houses in the area, along with advertising on local radio, and all houses should have been circulated with this notice.   Mr. O’Flynn added that there was a low level of ecoli present and test  results were not yet available for cryptosporidiosis.
 (1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th MAY, 2007

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Monday 14th May, 2007, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy.

MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Development at Baile na nGall
Cllr. B. Kyne referred to the Resolution adopted for the construction of a single bungalow and requested that the enforcement complaint in regard to the adjoining development be resolved before construction commences.
(b)
Development Contribution Scheme


Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services referred to report circulated on request from Cllr. P. Coffey and said that the  legal advice was that applications that started before the relevant  date cannot be exempt from development charges. He agreed to consider any requests to allow phased payment of the charges.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of May, 2007, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of May, 2007, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Proposed Development in Stradbally 
Cllr. G. Barron referred to this planning application and stated that the infrastructure is not in place for such a development.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services confirmed that his observations would be noted when a decision is being made.
(b)
Enforcement

Cllr. B. Kyne referred to enforcement issues across the County, particularly at An Crompán and recommended that more enforcement staff be assigned to the Planning Department and that details of enforcement notices served be publicised.  He also asked if permission can be refused where a developer has not complied with an earlier permission.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, confirmed that this is possible and added that housing estates are being inspected at present for non-compliance.   Cllr. P. Nugent requested that Ballinroad is included in this.
(4)
PRESENTATION ON RENTAL ACCOMMODATION SCHEME BY MS. CARMEL HOURIGAN


Ms. C. Hourigan, S.E.O. Housing, gave a detailed presentation on this Scheme which was introduced by the
Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.   The Scheme is designed to provide 
secure and acceptable rented housing accommodation for eligible persons, who are in receipt of SWA 
Rental Subsidy for more than 18 months, and where such persons are assessed as being in need of housing.  
Ms. Hourigan gave detailed information to members on how Waterford County Council intends to roll out 
the Scheme.

Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, addressed queries raised. He confirmed that people can remain on the housing list while on the RAS Scheme and that upkeep of houses remains the responsibility of the landlord.  In reply to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. Curran stated that the tenant purchase scheme doesn’t apply to these houses.
(5)
CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2006
Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services referred to the Draft Annual Report as circulated.  On the proposal of Cllr. P. Coffey, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2006, in accordance with Section 221 (a) of the Local Government Act, 2001.
 Resolution

 Proposed by Cllr. P. Coffey,
 Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

 “That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Draft Annual Report 2006 as circulated.”
(6)
 REPORT ON PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT SHANBALLY, CAPPOQUIN, COUNTY WATERFORD IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn, it was agreed to proceed with the housing development at Shanbally, Cappoquin, County Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Act, 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin,
Seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the housing development at Shanbally, Cappoquin, County Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Act, 2001.”
PROPOSAL TO DECLARE THAT THE ROAD SERVING DEVELOPMENT AT ‘BEECHGROVE’,

MAIN ST, LISMORE, CO. WATERFORD TO BE A PUBIC ROAD IN ACCORDANCE WITH

SECTION II SUBSECTION 2 ROADS ACT 1993 
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, 
Seconded by Cllr. K. Wilkinson, and resolved, 

  “That having complied with the terms of Section II Subsection (1)(b)(iii) Roads Act 1993, 
  Waterford County Council in accordance with Section II Subsection 2 Roads Act 1993 hereby declare that 
  the Road serving development at ‘Beechgrove’, Main St, Lismore, Co. Waterford to be a pubic road.”

 (7)   
MANAGERS REPORT ON PROPOSED VARIATION TO WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 – NO. 5, AMENDMENT TO REGIONAL ROADS POLICY
          On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to proceed with the proposed

          variation to Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 – No. 5 Amendment to Regional Roads Policy. 
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,  
Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 

          “That we, the member of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the proposed variation to

         Waterford County Development Plan 2005-2011 – No. 5 Amendment to Regional Roads Policy.”

(8) 
MANAGERS REPORT ON SUBMISSIONS ON THE AMENDMENTS TO DRAFT TRAMORE LOCAL AREA PLAN
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to proceed and adopt the Draft Tramore Local Area Plan as circulated.
 Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,
Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved, 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to adopt the Draft Tramore Local Area Plan,

as circulated.” 

(9) (a)PROPOSED MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION FOR ALTERATIONS TO ROAD NETWORK TO SERVE RETAIL AND RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AT SUMMERHILL AND ELM PARK, BALLYCARNANE, TRAMORE – MIDDLETHIRD ESTATES LTD.
          It was proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, and agreed to proceed with the material contravention for alterations to road network to serve retail and residential development at Summerhill and Elm Park, Ballycarnane, Tramore – Middlethird Estates Ltd.  Cllr. P. O’Callaghan requested that Waterford County Council preserve the trees in Elm Park and make the two roundabouts bigger as they do not meet the traffic requirements at present.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. P. Daly,

Seconded by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, and resolved,

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with the material contravention for alterations to road network to serve retail and residential development at Summerhill and Elm Park, Ballycarnane, Tramore – Middlethird Estates Ltd.”
(9) (b)PROPOSED MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION – SITE DEVELOPMENT WORK FOR SERVICED SITE, RESIDENTIAL/COMMERICAL AT THE BURGERY, DUNGARVAN – TERRY MCCARTHY


This material contravention was proposed by Cllr. T. Cronin and seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins.  Cllr. B. Kyne expressed concern at the manner in which this proposed material contravention came before the Council and referred to a phone call the previous week from an architect requesting him to attend a meeting on the matter on Friday.  He asked that this proposal be deferred until it was discussed by the Dungarvan Area Councillors.  This amendment was then proposed by Cllr. T. Wright and seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne.  Cllr. T. Cronin and Cllr. T. Higgins withdrew their original proposal and the amendment was unanimously agreed.  Cllr. P. Daly referred to the 2/3 majority vote required to proceed with a material contravention and asked if this was 2/3 of members present or 2/3 of the 23 members elected.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services agreed to investigate before the next meeting.
(10)
PROPOSAL TO ADOPT BYE LAWS FOR THE REGULATION & CONTROL OF USE OF BRING-FACILITES IN COUNTY WATERFORD
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carey, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to adopt the Bye Laws for the Regulation & Control of Use of Bring Facilities in County Waterford, as circulated.

Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. J. Carey,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved,
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Bye Laws for the Regulation & Control of Use of Bring Facilities in County Waterford, as circulated.”
(11)
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEME/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SCHEME
     
In reply to Cllr. Ó Riain, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that grant aid is divided between the five areas and the needs in the individual areas are taken into account.  Cllrs. Ó Riain and Coffey recommended that Councillors should be more involved in the preparation of this Scheme and it was agreed that members would be consulted next year through the Area Meetings.  On the proposal of Cllr. P. Leahy, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, it was agreed to adopt the Local Improvement Scheme/Community Involvement Scheme, as circulated.


Resolution


  Proposed by Cllr. P. Leahy,

  Seconded by Cllr. J. Carey, and resolved,

            “That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Local Improvement Scheme/Community Involvement Scheme, as circulated.”
(12)
AUDITORS REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2005


Cllr. C. Ó Riain, along with other members, congratulated Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance and his staff for the progress made, which was evident from the Auditors Report.  
(13)
CONSIDERATION OF ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE REPORT 2006


The Statement of Additional Expenditure 2006, as circulated, was proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and approved in accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,

Seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and resolved,

  “That we, the members of Waterford County Council approve of the additional expenditure 2006, as circulated.” 
(14)
UNAUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2006


Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance, referred to the Unaudited Annual Financial Statements 2006 and was pointed out that a small surplus had accrued in the year. Cllr. P. Coffey welcomed this, along with other Councillors, and asked for information regarding the proposed External Audit Committee.  Mr. Quinn said that this Committee will comprise of 5 members, 2 of which will be present or retired Councillors and 3 members will be from outside the Local Authority sector.  He added that the document will be listed for discussion at the July Council meeting before implementation.

(15)
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Environment
(a)
Derelict Sites Register

Cllr. N. Flynn referred to list circulated and requested that action be taken in regard to the Old School House, Cappoquin.
 (b)
Illegal Dumping

Cllrs. J. Tobin & C. Ó Riain referred to the ongoing illegal dumping and recommended that persons convicted of illegal dumping be named and shamed.  Cllr. J. Tobin complimented Mr. P. Tobin, Environmental Inspector for dealing with illegal dumping recently in his area. Cllr. N. Flynn asked that more resources be applied to tackle the countywide problem.   
(c)
Green Flags Awards 


Mayor M. Greene stated that 22 schools in County Waterford have achieved the Green Flag status and complimented Ms. Anne Murphy, Environment Department, for her efforts.
Sanitary Services

(a)
Tallow Sewerage Treatment Scheme


In response to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that tenders have now been 

assessed and it is hoped to have a contractor on site in 6-8 weeks time.
(b)
Water supply

Cllr. P. Nugent asked for update on boring for water being carried out at present in the Lickey Valley.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that no official results have been received yet but that early indications are good.  If sufficient water is sourced, it will serve the Ring/Helvick supply and possibly Dungarvan.

(c)
Portlaw Water / Waste Water Schemes
Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. P. Coffey that both of these are listed in the needs assessment and grants are awaited.

(d)
Ballinamult Group Scheme



Cllr. P. Coffey requested written report on the take over of this scheme.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director 


of Services agreed to arrange.

(e)
Passage Toilets

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to examine the possibility of re-opening the public toilets in the area.

(f)
Public toilets, Clonea Beach

A number of Councillors referred to the unhealthy conditions of the public toilets at Clonea Beach 
over the weekend.  Mayor M. Greene requested that funding be spent on the slip down to the beach at the Ballinclamper car park.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to examine the possibility of including this in 2008 budget.
(g)
Cappoquin


Cllr. N. Flynn noted that there are no public toilets in Cappoquin.

(h)
Cheekpoint



Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. J. Carey that footpaths from Cheekpoint to the 

school will commence in August and added that the resurfacing of the road will be included in next 

years programme.  Cllr. J. Carey requested written confirmation of this.

Community & Enterprise
(a)
Kilmacthomas Playground
Cllr. G. Barron asked when this playground can be open to the public.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, stated that the final inspection will be carried out on 21st June and the playground will be open shortly after this date.
(b)
Bunmahon Playground
Mr. B. White, Director of Services, confirmed to Cllr. G. Barron that this playground should be completed by September, 2007.
(c)
Presentation
Cllr. T. Wright circulated members with report on progress of the community facility being constructed in the former Presentation Convent site in Dungarvan and thanked Waterford County Council and Dungarvan Town Council for their co-operation. She cited the project as an excellent example of the community and the Local Authorities working together.
(d)
Draft Fast Power Boats & Personal Water Craft Byelaws 2007   


Cllr. L. O’Sullivan referred to a meeting held on 29th May regarding this, where a number of 


presentations were given.  She informed members that a comprehensive report will be before the
 

Council following the SPC meeting in September.  

(e)
Customer Service Excellence Awards


Mayor M. Greene informed members that Waterford County Council one of the four nominees  for these awards which will be presented in The Burlington Hotel, Dublin on Thursday, 14th June, 2007.  The Mayor will represent this Local Authority at the awards ceremony.

Housing
(a)
Part V
Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to 4 affordable houses in the Ring area and asked if they have been allocated.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, replied that construction hasn’t started yet and allocation will be made at a later stage . 


Cllr. T. Cronin stated that there is a large demand for affordable houses in the Ardmore area and 


requested that Local Authority owned land in the area be used for this purpose. 
Roads

(a)
Over grown grass at junctions
Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to the growth of grass at junctions and requested that they be cut back at 
junction leading down to Colligan and also at road to Gaeltacht in the interest of safety.  Cllr. T. 

Cronin requested that all roads leading to beaches and all regional roads should also be cut back.  

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that it is illegal to cut grass on road verges at this time 

of year, except for reasons of road safety, but agreed to examine the areas mentioned.  Cllr. P. Coffey asked that the road leading into the WIT Campus at Killoteran investigated.
(b)
Amber lights

Cllr. J. Tobin asked when the amber lights will be installed at schools.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services ,stated that it is the intention to have them operation before the school year starts in September.

(c)
Speed limits

Cllr. P. Nugent referred to the three various speed limits from Abbeyside to Clonea Cross which 

prove confusing.  He added that the 80 speed limit from Ballinroad Church to Garranbane 

School is too fast for such a narrow road.  Cllr. B. Mansfield also recommended that the speed limit 
at Kilminnion and Ballyrandle be examined.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to follow up.

(d)
St. Thomas Bridge

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to follow up on provision of road signs at this bridge, at the request of Mayor M. Greene.

(16)  CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members:

1.
Letter from Cumann Luith Chleas Gael, dated 28th May, 2007, acknowledging receipt of €1,000.00.

2.
Letter from Dept. of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 30th May, 2007, regarding proposals for new fire station at Tallow.

3.
Letter from Iarnród Éireann dated 30th May, 2007, regarding re-opening of Waterford to Cork railway line.

4.
Acknowledgement from Dept. of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 18th May, 2007, regarding 2007 Conservation Grant Scheme.

5.
Letter from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, dated 16th May, 2007, regarding Dog Control Legislation.

6.
Letter from Dublin City Council, dated 11th May, 2007, regarding Resolutions.

7.
Derelict Sites Register – status update from D. McCarthy, Director of Services. 

8.
Report on Development Contribution Scheme from D. McCarthy, Director of Services.

Cllr. N. Flynn referred to a letter forwarded by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government regarding dog control legislation.  She expressed concern at the reply of the Minister stating that he does not intend to ban any particular dog breed at present.

(17)
CONFERENCES
There was no attendance of Councillors at Conferences during this period.
  (18)     NOTICES OF MOTION


Cllr. K. Wilkinson moved on the following Notice of Motion

“That Waterford County Council would incorporate residential parking where parking restrictions 
occur in the new traffic plans for Cappoquin, Lismore and Tallow.”
Cllr. K. Wilkinson deferred this Notice of Motion.


This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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