COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 12th November, 2007, at 2:30p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Thomas Cronin


Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. James Tobin


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright



APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Brendán Coffey


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary



Standing Orders were suspended on the proposal of Cllr. M. Greene, seconded by Cllr T. Higgins, to deal 


with Votes of Sympathy and Votes of Congratulations as follows:
 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mr. Denis Fenton, Mr. Simon Hanley, Mrs. Margaret O’Brien, Mrs. Mona Kirwan, Mr. Mick Cheasty, Mrs. Marie Bowman, Mrs. Josephine Morrissey.

One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
· Cllr. L. O’Sullivan & Ronan on the birth of their son and Mr. & Mrs. Jack Doyle on the birth of 
their daughter.
· Mr. Michael Walsh on his appointment as Waterford City Manager.
· Aglish National School on being awarded the Repak School of the Year Award.
· Ballyduff Community Council on being awarded first prize in the Pride of Place Competition.  Mr. 
B. White, Director of Services complimented all involved in obtaining this award and added that 
Waterford County Council also won ‘The Best Local Authority to Support Community Effort’.  
Mayor B. Kyne congratulated all involved and referred to the excellent community strength 
involved to achieve these awards.
· Ms. Breda Cullinan on receiving the AA Bean an Tí Award.
· Dún na Mainistreach/Baile na Cúirte Senior Football Team on winning the Senior Football County 
Championship, The Nire Minor Football Team on winning the Minor A County Football Final, 
Ballysaggart Junior Football Team on winning the Junior A County Football Final and Ballyduff 
Senior Hurling Team on winning the Senior Hurling County Final.

· Mr. Dan Shanahan on winning the All Star Hurler of the Year Award and a GPA Award.

· Mr. Michael ‘Brick’ Walsh and Mr. Ken McGrath on winning an All Star Award and a GPA 
Award.
· Mr. Stephen Molumphy and Mr. Tony Browne on winning an All Star Award.

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to hold a civic reception for the All Stars.

 (1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8th OCTOBER, 2007

It was agreed at the request of Cllr. P. Daly that the reference to Kilmeaden sewerage scheme be removed from the minutes under item (b) of the Sanitary Services Progress Report. The amended minutes of the monthly meeting held on Monday 8th October, 2007, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power.
MATTERS ARISING:

(a)
Ring/Helvick Water Supply

In reply to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that a reply should be available from consultants in two months.
(b)
Traffic Calming, The Burgery


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, informed Cllr. Mansfield that he has liaised with the NRA 
Inspector and is confident that funding will be available to carry out the traffic calming works at 
The Burgery.

(c)
The Spring Roundabout


In response to Cllr. B. Mansfield, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that it is hoped to get 
funding towards design for this roundabout.

(d)
Ballyduff/Blacknock


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that no correspondence had been received from the Department regarding the removal of Blacknock from the Scheme.  Cllr. P. Daly requested a copy of the minute of the meeting between Waterford County Council and the Department at which the Department removed Blacknock from the Scheme.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to forward this.  Cllr. P. Leahy also requested that Mr. J. O’Flynn carry out a site inspection to see the problems involved.
(e)
Inlets


Cllr. T. Cronin complimented the outdoor staff of Waterford County Council for clearing the inlets 
since the October council meeting.  
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of October, 2007, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of October, 2007, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Planning application, Kilbrien
Cllr. B. Mansfield welcomed the withdrawal of this planning application.  He stated that  minutes were not kept of the pre-planning meeting in relation to this file and requested the Director of Services to ensure that minutes are kept in future.  Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that it is normal practice to keep minutes of pre-planning meetings and the Planning Department will continue to do so.
(b)
Notice of Motion


Cllr. N. Flynn again requested a copy of the  legal advice received by Waterford County Council in regard to rural housing guidelines. Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, is to forward this to all Councillors.

(c)
Schools, Tramore


At the request of Cllr. A.M. Power, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, agreed to contact the Department of Education to seek clarification on progress of the planning application for the proposed amalgamation of two schools in Tramore. 
(4)
HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTION CHARGE 2008

Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, outlined the charging proposals and payment options for waste collection in 2008 and confirmed that the waiver system will apply as in 2007.  In reply to Cllr. J. Tobin, Mr. McCarthy said that inclusion of 42 recycling bags in the annual payment package was based on average household usage. He informed Cllr. J. Carey that a decision had not yet been taken in regard to sale of tags via vending machines.

· Mr. McCarthy confirmed to Cllr. D. Doocey that persons not on a collection route may continue to dispose of waste at Civic Amenity Centres at the current reduced rate. He informed Cllr. A.M. Power that Waterford County Council has 9,500 customers, of which 1,000 avail of the waiver scheme.

· Cllrs. P. Daly and M. Greene expressed concern in regard to disposal of recyclable material collected by private operators and asked if the Council could track this material. 

· Mayor B. Kyne welcomed the new proposals and said that the Council provided both quality service and

quality employment in the waste management area.  Mr. R. O’Dwyer, County Manager, endorsed these 
comments and said that the Council had a public service requirement to provide a range of environmental 
services, such as Civic Amenity Sites, Bottle Banks etc. and operated on a non-profit basis.
(5)
CONSIDERATION OF NOMINATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING:
(a)
Board of Waterford Leader Partnership – 3 members of Waterford County Council


Cllr. P. Nugent and Cllr. T. Higgins were proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power.


Cllr. T. Wright was proposed by Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. B. Kyne.


Cllr. K. Wilkinson was proposed by Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. J. Tobin.


A vote was taken on a show of hands and resulted as follows:


Cllr. Pat Nugent:
13 for


Cllr. T. Higgins:
13 for


Cllr. T. Wright:

14 for and therefore nominated to the Board of Waterford Leader Partnership. 
(b)
Planning, Land Use & Transportation Study – Implementation Monitoring Committee – 3 members of Waterford County Council

Cllr. P. O’Callaghan was proposed by Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. T. Wright. 

Cllr. J. Carey and Cllr. L. O’Sullivan were proposed by Cllr. N. Flynn, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power.


Cllr. P. Leahy was proposed by Cllr. J. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly.


Cllr. P. Daly requested a vote on a show of hands.  A vote was taken and resulted as follows:


Cllr. P. O’Callaghan:
13 for


Cllr. J. Carey:

13 for


Cllr. L. O’Sullivan:
13 for and therefore nominated to the Board of Waterford Leader Partnership. 
Cllr. P. Daly asked that a vote be taken on Cllr. Leahy’s nomination. This was allowed by the Mayor and resulted 8 members voting in favour.

Cllr. Daly then stated that the 7 members of Fianna Fáil present wished to be considered as a group for group voting purposes and therefore to have the party’s nomination elected on that basis. Mr. M. Walsh, County Secretary, stated that the option to avail of group voting should be exercised by notifying the meeting in advance of any vote.  Following a discussion, Mayor B. Kyne proposed to adjourn the meeting for 5 minutes to discuss the matter.  It was agreed to defer this until after the launch of the Waste Collection Service for 2008.  
(6)
   PROPOSAL TO ADVERTISE THE DRAFT WATERFORD COUNTY COUNCIL SPEED LIMIT BYE  

            LAWS 2007

Mr. R. Moloney, S.E.O., Roads Department, gave a presentation in regard to documentation circulated on the proposed Speed Limit Bye Laws.  The review was carried out in conjunction with the Gardai and  Councillors and took accident statistics for the county into account.  Mr. Moloney explained that submissions received will be discussed at Area Meetings early in 2008 and a full report will be forwarded to Councillors relating to their own area.  The full document will be before members for consideration in February/March 2008.

Cllr. P. Daly requested maps of the areas referred to in the document and asked whether changes could be made at this stage. Mr. Moloney said that all submissions would be considered. Cllr. M. Greene referred to an area which she requested for inclusion, but stated that it was not in the document circulated. On the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, it was agreed to proceed and advertise the Draft Waterford County Council Speed Limit Bye Laws 2007, as circulated.



Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,

Seconded by Cllr. P. Daly, and resolved, 
“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed and advertise the Draft Waterford County Council Special Speed Limit Bye Laws 2007, as circulated.”
 (7)   
CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL TO EXTINGUISH PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT CURRAGHDUFF, PORTLAW, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 73 OF THE ROADS ACT, 1993
          
Cllr. J. Carey stated his opposition to this proposal.  It was proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, to proceed and extinguish this public right of way at Curraghduff, in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to extinguish public right of way at Curraghduff in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.”
        (8) 
CONSIDERATION OF REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CONSTRUCT A SINGLE RURAL COTTAGE AT POULBAUTIA, CAPPOQUIN, COUNTY WATERFORD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VIII OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001


On the proposal of Cllr. D. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn, it was agreed to proceed with the construction of a single rural cottage at Poulbautia, Cappoquin, County Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,

Seconded by Cllr. N. Flynn, and resolved, 

“That we, the member of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed and construct a single rural cottage

at Poulbautia, Cappoquin, County Waterford, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning &

Development Regulations, 2001.”

       (9)
CONSIDERATION OF THE ADOPTION OF THE DIFFERENTIAL RENT SCHEME, 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, it was agreed to adopt the Differential Rent Scheme, 2008, as circulated.

Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,



Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Power, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council adopt the Differential Rent Scheme, 2008, as circulated.”
       (10)
CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL OF MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2005-2011 – PD 06/795, THE RAINBOW FIELD, FAIR GREEN, KILMACTHOMAS, CO. WATERFORD, MS. MAEVE COUGHLAN


On the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, it was agreed to proceed with material contravention of Waterford County Development Plan - PD 06/795, Ms. Maeve Coughlan, The Rainbow Field, Fair Green, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,

Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil, and resolved, 

  “That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with material contravention of Waterford County Development Plan - PD 06/795, Ms. Maeve Coughlan, The Rainbow Field, Fair Green, Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford.”
       (12)
ARRANGE DATE FOR BUDGET MEETING


Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance, suggested Tuesday, 18th December, 2007.  This was proposed by Cllr. A.M. Power, seconded by Cllr. D. Doocey, and agreed.  Cllr. T. Wright indicated her unavailability and gave her apologies.
       (13)
MEDIA LAUNCH OF WATERFORD COUNTY COUNCIL WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE 2008


Mr. D. Shanahan, Vodafone Hurler of the Year & GPA Player of the Year, was welcomed by Mayor Billy Kyne to launch the Waste Collection Service 2008 for Waterford County Council.  Mr. Shanahan then launched the service with an address to the Council and expressed pride at being involved in the quality service proposed for 2008.  
       (14)
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Housing
(a)
Essential Repair Grants

Cllr. L. Brazil asked if applicants who have already applied will have to re-apply.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services stated that quotations submitted will stand but new application forms will have to be completed.
Sanitary Services
(a)
Kilgobnet Water Supply and Ballysaggart Water Supply

Cllr. P. Nugent stated that the water quality at Kilgobnet is unsatisfactory and Cllr. D. Doocey stated that Ballysaggart service is inadequate.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to follow up. 

Fire
(a)
Tallow Fire Station


Cllr. J. Tobin asked whether a grant of €600,000 notified to the Council by the Department for Tallow Fire Station had been withdrawn and stated that the Council should insist that all stations on the list be built. Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, replied that the Department requested a priority list under specific headings, which was compiled by the Chief Fire Officer, agreed at CPG and forwarded to the Department. The letter regarding Tallow Station referred to a pre-construction cost estimate and was not a funding commitment. In reply to Cllr. N. Flynn, Mr. Curran stated that no notification has yet been received from the Department regarding funding for 2008.
Roads

(a)
Road alignment at Clonea

Cllr. B. Mansfield referred to roadworks underway on the Clonea Road and stated that issues need to be resolved with the property owner adjacent to the roundabout.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to arrange meeting. 
(b)
Cappoquin by-pass

In reply to Cllr. K. Wilkinson, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that the proposal is at the initial stage at present.  He added that it is hoped to have a report on route selection in early 2008 which will then go on display.

(c)
Roads at Tramore

Cllr. A.M. Power stated that access to Waterford Airport should be improved.  She also referred to water running from road near the driving range.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, replied that this will be examined.  
(d)
Passage East Junction

Cllr. J. Carey stated that this junction on the Dunmore Road is dangerous for road users.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, to examine.

(e)
Sir Thomas’s Bridge


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services to contact South Tipperary County Council regarding this.

(f)
Pike Hill, N25


Cllr. P. Nugent complimented the engineering staff for traffic measures carried out here but requested that work at the junction be completed.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to follow up.

(g)
Road on Clonmel border


Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed Cllr. C. Ó Riain that no contact has been made regarding works on this road. 
Community & Enterprise
(a)
Broadband

Cllr. G. Barron referred to numerous businesses across the County who are still without Broadband.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services, is to compile a report and revert to Councillors.  Cllr. D. Doocey suggested that conduit should be laid in Tallow while sewerage works are taking place.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services agreed to discuss this with Cllr. Doocey.
Environment

(a)
Samshire


In reply to a query from Cllr. D. Doocey, Mr. D. McCarthy, Director of Services, stated that a court case is scheduled for the end of November.
(15)  CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members:

1.
Letter from Monaghan Town Council, dated 25th October, 2007, regarding a new Community Childcare Subvention Scheme.

2.
Letter from Kildare Co. Council, dated 9th October, 2007, regarding submissions for planning applications.  
3.
Letter from Health Service Executive, dated 8th October, 2007, regarding appointment of a consultant breast surgeon in W.R.H.
Handed out on day:
Letter from Monaghan Co. Council, dated 8th November, 2007, regarding Notices 



of Motion.



Waterford County Council Annual Report – CD




South East Regional Authority Annual Report




Register of Electors




List of Conferences attended and conferences upcoming
(16)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doocey,  
Seconded by Cllr. D. Geoghegan, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 4th October to 1st November, 2007, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	 Getting a Grip Conference
	Killarney
	4th – 5th October
	L. Brazil
D. Geoghegan

T. Higgins

P. O’Callaghan

	Planning Seminars for Councillors
	Tralee
	12th & 13th October
	P. Daly
P. Leahy

B. Coffey

D. Cowman

T. Cronin

K. Wilkinson

	Dr. Douglas Hyde Conference 
	Roscommon
	26th & 28th October
	J. Tobin

P. O’Callaghan

K. Wilkinson

	Gateway Status Conference
	Dundalk
	1st November
	M. Greene

P. O’Callaghan

D. Geoghegan

	 LAMA Annual Winter Conference
	Carlow
	9th & 10th November
	B. Coffey

J. Carey

N. Flynn

D. Geoghegan

P. Nugent


(17)
NOTICES OF MOTION
“That Waterford County Council calls on the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, now that he is aware that an anomaly exists with the Mortgage Subsidy Scheme where an approved applicant under Affordable Housing who obtains their loan from an outside lending agency is not entitled to the above mentioned scheme.  This Council calls on the Minister to immediately implement changes to the Affordable Housing Scheme so that all approved applicants whether they get their loan from the Local Authority or an Outside Lending Agency are entitled to this scheme.”
Proposed by Cllr. B. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron.  It was agreed to forward to the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, all Local Authorities and to the Association of City & County Councils.

(5)
NOMINATIONS TO COMMITTEE (RE-VISITED)


When the matter was re-visited, Mayor B. Kyne read a letter forwarded to Waterford City Council from Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, dated 7th August, 2007 which confirmed three nominations made by Party Whips and Mayor Kyne added that the CPG had agreed to these nominations. Cllr. N. Flynn stated that she had no recollection of this being discussed.  Cllr. P. Daly felt that the Fianna Fáil nomination should be  accepted.  


  Following a lengthy debate, Mayor B. Kyne referred to Standing Orders which state that a Resolution made at a Council meeting cannot be revoked at that same meeting.  Cllr. P. Daly stated his dissatisfaction                  and said that decisions made under items 5(a) and 5(b) on the agenda are not acceptable.  Cllr. Daly added that he would seek legal advice on the matter.  


(11)
NOMINATIONS FOR THE AUDIT COMMITTEE


Mr. M. Quinn, Head of Finance, stated two places need to be filled on this Committee.  The numbers required to form a group for voting purposes was outlined and the Fianna Fáil Councillors, with the exception of Cllr. C. Ó Riain, left the meeting.  Mayor B. Kyne noted at this point that he was unhappy with the way in which the Fine Gael party conducted business today and proposed that the nominations to the Audit Committee should be deferred until the December Council meeting, seconded by Cllr. C. Ó Riain.  A vote on this proposal showed 2 members in favour.


Cllr. N. Flynn then proposed Cllr. A.M. Power, seconded by Cllr. J. Carey.  

Cllr. G. Barron proposed Cllr. P. O’Callaghan, seconded by Cllr. T. Wright. These nominations were agreed. 

(18)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Cllr. N. Flynn said that proposed changes in funding for community childcare would cause problems and it was agreed to write to the relevant Department on the matter.        

It was further agreed to write to the HSE for clarification regarding contracts with pharmacists for dispensation of medicines to Medical Card holders 
This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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