COMHAIRLE   CHONNDAE   PHORTLÁIRGE

WATERFORD   COUNTY   COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the County Council of Waterford, held in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan, on Monday 8th October, 2007, at 2:30p.m.

PRESIDING:                Cllr. Billy Kyne, Méara

PRESENT:

Cllr. Gerard Barron 


Cllr. Liam Brazil




Cllr. John Carey


Cllr. Brendán Coffey



Cllr. Dan Cowman


Cllr. Thomas Cronin



Cllr. Pat Daly



Cllr. Declan Doocey


Cllr. Damien Geoghegan

Cllr. Mary Greene


Cllr. Tom Higgins


Cllr. Pat Leahy



Cllr. Brendan Mansfield


Cllr. Pat Nugent



Cllr. Paddy O’Callaghan

Cllr. Ciarán Ó Riain


Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan


Cllr. Ann Marie Power


Cllr. Kevin Wilkinson


Cllr. Teresa Wright



APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Nora Flynn


Cllr. James Tobin
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Ray O’Dwyer, County Manager




Mr. John O’Flynn, Director of Services for Roads & Infrastructure 




Mr. Denis McCarthy, Director of Environment & Planning

Mr. Brian White, Director of Community & Enterprise

Mr. Frank Curran, Director of Housing, Corporate & Emergency Services

Mr. Michael Quinn, Head of Finance
Mr. Martin Walsh, County Secretary



Standing Orders were suspended on the proposal of Cllr. T. Higgins, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, to 


deal with nomination of a member to the VEC.  Cllr. J. Carey was then nominated to the VEC on the 


proposal of Cllr. T. Higgins, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY

The Council passed a vote of sympathy to those bereaved by the deaths of the following:


Mr. Liam O’Rourke, Mr. Michael Hennessy, Sr. Rosario McNamara, Mr. Mark O’Shaughnessy, Mr. Brian Murray, Mrs. Kathleen Hannigan, Mrs. Catherine Hogan, Mrs. Liz Brett.


One minute’s silence was observed.


VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS
· Ms. Grace Howley who is participating on the Basketball Team in the Special Olympics.
 (1)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10th SEPTEMBER, 2007

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Monday 10th September, 2007, having been previously circulated, were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Daly, seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy.
  (2)
COUNTY MANAGER’S ORDERS
County Manager’s Orders for the month of September, 2007, having previously been circulated, were noted.  

(3) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The list of decisions made on planning applications during the month of September, 2007, together with the list of planning applications, further information requests and appeals to An Bord Pleanála received during the same period were noted.

(a)
Proposed development adjacent to Cappoquin Rowing Club
Cllr. K. Wilkinson referred to the proposed development and requested that Waterford County Council work with the developer and the rowing club to ensure minimum impact of this development on the rowing club.  
(4)
INVEST IN WATERFORD, 1 YEAR ON, PRESENTATION BY MR. B. WHITE, DIRECTOR OF SERVICES

Mr. B. White, Director of Services addressed members and gave a comprehensive report on the progression of the Invest in Waterford Website and the benefits of it for future investment in the County.  He added that over 620,000 hits have been recorded in the first year. 

Mr. White referred to development land at Tramore and Coolnamuck, where major expansion will come on stream over the coming years.  In reply to Cllr. A.M. Power, Mr. White stated that three areas around Tramore had been zoned - one for primarily industrial use and two for mixed commercial use.


Cllr. D. Geoghegan complimented Waterford County Council and Fearghal Reidy for the significant work carried out.  He stated that the IDA had only recently given a high profile to the Dungarvan area, despite the job losses suffered there in recent years.  Mayor Kyne added that the IDA should be more proactive and said that the Council would work with the IDA to deliver jobs within the county. Cllr. Barron cited the job creation announced for Kilmacthomas as an example of what can be achieved.

In reply to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. B. White stated that the possibility of E-towns is being examined and it is hoped to include Ardmore in Scheme 1.

Mayor B. Kyne thanked Mr. B. White for his informative presentation.
(5)
PRESENTATION ON ESTATE MANAGEMENT & TENANT LIAISON BY MS. ANN SULLIVAN, TENANT LIAISON OFFICER

Ms. A. Sullivan, Tenant Liaison Officer presented members with a detailed account on ongoing works which include estate management, establishment of residents associations and dealing with anti social behavior.  Numerous Councillors and the County Manager complimented Ms. Sullivan on her work in dealing with the social challenges encountered.
Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services informed members of notification from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government changes to the DPG & ERG Schemes which will commence on 1st November.  At the request of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, it was agreed to forward the circular via email to all Councillors.  Mr. F. Curran confirmed that the new schemes will be advertised and that people who have already applied under the existing schemes will be contacted directly.
(6)
 CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS TO ARTS GRANTS SCHEME 2008

 On the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, it was agreed that the Amendments to 

           the Arts Grant Scheme for 2008, is adopted.
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,
Seconded by Cllr. G. Barron, and resolved, 

“That we, the members of Waterford County Council agree to the Amendments of the Arts Grant Scheme, 2008, as circulated.”

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services then brought members attention to a letter circulated regarding the Art Commission for the Dungarvan & Environs Sewerage Scheme.
 (7)   
CONSIDERATION OF HERITAGE PROGRAMME 2008
          
Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, as Chair of the SPC for Culture & Heritage, informed members that this Programme had the approval of Heritage Forum and also the SPC.  The Heritage Programme for 2008 was then approved on the proposal of Cllr. L. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins.

Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. L. O’Sullivan,
Seconded by Cllr. T. Higgins, and resolved, 


“That we, the members of Waterford County Council, agree to adopt the Heritage Programme 2008 as circulated.”  

Cllr. D. Doocey requested information on maintenance of old burial grounds.  Mr. B. White, Director of Services replied that the guidance document on standards for burial ground management will assist community groups to care for old burial grounds.  

        (8) 
PROGRESS REPORTS
          MATTERS ARISING:
Sanitary Services
(a)
Ring/Helvick Water Supply Scheme

Cllr. B. Mansfield asked whether €272,000 had been provided for this scheme, as reported in a newspaper article recently. Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to check the water services investment programme and liaise directly with Cllr. Mansfield.
 (b)
Ballyduff/Blacknock

Cllr. P. Leahy stated that the sewerage schemes in Ballyduff and Blacknock are not operating properly at present.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, said that these schemes had been included in the original preliminary report, but had been excluded by the Department on economic grounds. Cllr. P. Daly stated his dissatisfaction with this and requested copies of the letters from the Department.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services agreed to circulate these and to request the Department to consider reversing this decision.

(c)
River Clodagh


Cllr. M. Greene requested the report which had been promised at the last meeting.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services is to forward this.
(d)
Tallow Bridge, Ballinamult, Mayfield Road, Lismore

Cllr. D. Doocey referred to continuous leaks at these locations.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, replied that proposals for mains replacement had been forwarded to the Department and confirmed that these locations are included.  

Fire
(a)
Portlaw Fire Station

In reply to Cllr. B. Coffey, Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, stated that the design and cost estimate has been lodged with the Department and he agreed to follow up.  
(b)
Tramore 


Cllr. P. Daly asked if additional firefighters have been appointed.  Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services, replied that interviews have taken place and two personnel would shortly be appointed.

(c)
Kilmacthomas Fire Station 
 
Mr. F. Curran, Director of Services informed Cllr. L. Brazil that architects have been appointed and that proposals should be with the Department before the year end.
Roads

(a)
Inlets 


Cllr. T. Cronin recommended that every effort is made over the coming weeks to clearing the inlets 

on County Waterford’s roads.  He also requested a written report on flooding in the Clashmore 


area.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, agreed to follow up.
(b)
Clonea Road and Clonea Public Toilets



In reply to Cllrs. Mansfield and Geoghegan, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that 

works on this road should be completed by the end of 2008.  He added that it is proposed to upgrade one public toilet each year, commencing with Clonea in 2008.
(c)
Dungarvan Outer Ring Road



In reply to Cllr. P. Nugent, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services stated that work is ongoing on 


design at present and it is hoped to have the route selection report in early 2008.
(d)
Survey 



In reply to Cllr. J. Carey,  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, confirmed that the Waterford to Wexford route survey would be carried out shortly and that Passage East would be included. 
 (e)
Sir Thomas’s Bridge

Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that the majority of work has been completed but that delays persist with the ESB.

(f)
Extension of Speed Limits



In response to Cllr. L. Brazil, Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services, stated that consultation has 


taken place with the Gardaí and the N.R.A. and he agreed to progress the review.

(g)
Traffic Calming, The Burgery



Cllr. B. Mansfield asked if an application has been lodged with the Department for funding to carry 

out this work in 2008.  Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services is to arrange.
(h)
Kilmacthomas Bridge



Mr. J. O’Flynn, Director of Services informed Councillors that proposed works for Kilmacthomas 

Bridge has been advertised in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development 



Regulations, 2001. No submissions were received and  member’s approval to proceed was 


recommended.  This was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. G. Barron, seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil.



Resolution


Proposed by Cllr. G. Barron,



Seconded by Cllr. L. Brazil,



“That we the members of Waterford County Council, agree to proceed with proposed works on 


Kilmacthomas Bridge, in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development 



Regulations, 2001.”

(9)  CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was circulated to all members:

1.
Email from Leitrim County Council dated 18th September, 2007, regarding Subvention Scheme.

2.
Letter from Department of Health & Children, dated 28th September, 2007, regarding appointment of Consultant Oncology surgeon at W.R.H.

3.
Letter from Health Service Executive, dated 26th September, 2007, regarding appointment of Consultant Breast Surgeon in W.R.H.

Handed out on day:
Local Authority 2008 Budget Meetings




Public Art Commission Dungarvan & Environs Sewerage Scheme.




Amendments to Arts Grants Scheme 2008.




Report on Proposed Development at Kilmacthomas Railway Bridge Floodlighting.

Emailed on day:
Environmental Report for Wind Energy Strategy for County Waterford.  



Cllr. P. Daly referred to this report and stated that it should have been 



advertised in the local papers and on local radio.  Mr. D. McCarthy, 



Director of Services replied that requirement is to advertise in one newspaper 


circulating in the area and that the Examiner was chosen on economic grounds.  


Following a discussion, 
Mayor B. Kyne suggested that this matter be considered in 

more detail for future cases.



Environmental Report for Policy on the Provision of Residential Development as 

part of an Integrated Rural Tourism and Recreational Complex or Medium Sized 


Tourism Development.

(10)
CONFERENCES
Resolution

Proposed by Cllr. D. Geoghegan,  
Seconded by Cllr. P. Leahy, and resolved, 

“That having previously considered the costs associated with attendances at various conferences, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the attendances at Conferences from 6th to 30th September, 2007, as follows:

	Conference
	Venue
	Dates
	Attended by Cllrs.

	AMAI Annual Conference
	New Ross
	13th-15th September
	L. Brazil
P. Nugent

	Tipperary Remembrance Trust
	Excel Heritage Centre
	28th-30th September
	P. O’Callaghan
T. Cronin

	Local Government & Rural Development
	Tullamore
	25th-26th September
	L. Brazil
K. Wilkinson

N. Flynn

D. Geoghegan

T. Cronin

	Kilkee Tourism Conference
	Kilkee, Co. Clare
	6th-8th September
	N. Flynn
P. Leahy

J. Tobin

J. Carey

T. Cronin


This concluded the business of the meeting.

____________________________________

MÉARA

____________________________________

RÚNAÍ AN CHONNTAE 
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