DUNGARVAN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Rural District Councils were established under the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898.

This Act abolished the Grand Juries and replaced them with the County Councils and Rural District Councils. The Rural District Councils took over some of the roads and public works functions of the Grand Juries relating to the local area for which they were responsible.

The 1898 Act also reorganised the functions of the Boards of Guardians. The Rural District Councils became responsible for the sanitary functions of the Boards of Guardians in the rural areas and also became responsible for the provision of housing in rural areas.

The Rural District Councils were not in existence for an extensive period of time. Under the Free State Government local government in Ireland was reorganised in an attempt to reduce the number of diverse authorities responsible for services. Under the Local Government Act, 1925 the Rural District Councils were themselves abolished and their duties were transferred to the County Councils.

The Minutes of the Meetings of Dungarvan Rural District Council are a valuable local record of the period 1899 – 1925 when sanitation and public health improved and developed. The meetings discussed events of local and national significance. In 1917 a resolution was passed to protest the application of the Agricultural Labourers Act in the district without consulting farmers and labourers of the district (RDC/DUNGN/16). In 1921 a resolution was passed refusing to support the British Government (RDC/DUNGN/18).

Joanne Rothwell                                                                                       21 April 1999

Waterford County Archivist

RDC/DUNGN/

                                                                                     Volumes of Minute Books detailing

                                                                                     the proceedings of the Dungarvan

                                                                                     Rural District Council. Records the 

                   names of the Councillors present at each meeting, the report of the Clerk and

                   communications with the Local Government Board. Contains financial 

                   minutes of the council in tabular form detailing the receipts and expenditure 

                   of the Council, a summary of the Treasurers Account and a monthly abstract 

                   of cottage rent collection is provided but not filled in. Includes Minutes of 

                   the proceedings of the Council acting as Sanitary Authority under the 

                   Public Health Acts providing a record of councillors attending meetings, 

                   reports of the Sanitary officers and communications with the Local

                   Government Board. Details the proceedings of the Council as Sanitary 

                   Authority under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts again providing the names of 

                   councillors present at each meeting, communications with the Local

                   Government Board, resolutions of the council, considerations of motions and 

                   Rent Collectors’ reports. Meetings of under the Public Health Acts and 

                   Labourers (Ireland) Acts are held more frequently than the general meetings 

                   of the Council. The names of the councillors are printed in the books with 

                   the names of those who do not attend the meeting crossed out 

                   (RDC/DUNGN/8).         

    1             4 July 1899 – 24 April 1900                                                                  611pp

    2             1 May 1900 – 4 June 1901                                                                     594pp

    3             16 June 1901 – 19 August 1902                                                             447pp

    4             30 September 1902 – 6 October 1903                                                    446pp

    5             13 October 1903 – 12 July 1904                                                         c. 440pp

    6             19 July 1904 – 18 April 1905                                                             c. 440pp

    7             30 May 1905 – 12 December 1905          Includes: a printed poll sheet 

                                                                                     containing the names of councillors

                                                                                     (p. 615).                                 615pp

    8             26 December 1905 – 30 October 1906                                                    611pp

    9             6 November 1906 – 21 April 1908                                                          613pp

   10            19 May 1908 – 27 July 1909                                                                    616pp

RDC/DUNGN/

   11            10 August 1909 – 13 September 1910                                                      616pp

   12            27 September 1910 – 26 September 1911                                                593pp

   13            10 October 1911 – 10 December 1912                                                     560pp

   14            24 December 1912 – 13 January 1914                                                     540pp

   15            10 February 1914 – 13 April 1915                                                       c. 500pp

   16            8 August 1916 – 27 November 1917        Includes: a resolution to protest 

                                                                                     against the Agricultural Labourers

                                                                                     Act being applied to the district 

                   without any consultation with the farmers or labourers in the district and 

                   stating ‘…it will cause endless litigation and prevent farmers from carrying

                   out the Order for increased tillage this year as a great deal of the time of 

                   farmers will be taken up in acting as timekeepers for their servants and 

                   arguing and debating on the cost of board and lodgings, providing and

                   stamping their Insurance Cards…’ (p.380).                                             389pp

   17            11 December 1917 – 13 May 1919                                                          389pp

   18            27 May 1919 – 11 January 1921              Includes: a resolution to supply no

                                                                                     lists of ratepayers, lists of salaries 

                                                                                     and wages paid to British agents, to 

                   refuse to take any further actions in English Courts and to place every 

                   possible obstacle ‘…in the way of the British Government in collecting taxes

                   and otherwise.’ (p. 296).                                                                           392pp

   19            8 March 1921 – 12 June 1923                                                                  392pp

   20            10 July 1923 – 9 June 1925                                                                      319pp

   21            13 May 1919 – 11 December 1923          Volume of printed financial minutes

                                                                                     for Dungarvan Rural District 

                                                                                     Council detailing in tabular form

                   the receipts such as burial fees and expenses. Records the summary of the 

                   Treasurer’s Account, the monthly abstract of rent collection and the rent 

                   collection book.                                                                                        168pp                                                  

