KILMACTHOMAS RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Rural District Councils were established under the Local Government (ireland0 Act, 1898.

This Act abolished the Grand Juries and replaced them with County Councils and Rural District Councils. The Rural District Councils took over some of the roads and public works functions of the Grand Juries relating to the local area for which they were responsible. 

The 1898 Act also reorganised the functions of the Boards of Guardians. The Rural District Councils became responsible for the sanitary functions of the Boards of Guardians in the rural areas and also became responsible for the provision of housing in rural areas.

The Rural District Councils were not in existence for an extensive period of time. Under the Free State Government local government in Ireland was reorganised in an attempt to reduce the number of diverse authorities responsible for services. Under the Local Government Act, 1925 the Rural District Councils were themselves abolished and their duties were transferred to the County Councils.

The Minutes of the Meetings of Kilmacthomas Rural District Council provide a detailed account of the social, economic and political outlook of the area from 1899 – 1921.

The Labourers Cottages Rent Collection Book provides not only a social and economic record of the people of the area but also provide a record that will be of great benefit to locals and those interested in researching the inhabitants of the area.

Further information on the Rural District Councils can be found in the Archives Service in collections with the code RDC. Information regarding the relationship of the Rural District Councils and the County Council and regarding the changeover of accounts from the Rural District Councils to the County Council can be found in WCC/GNA and WCC/FIN.

Background information on the Rural District Councils and on the move to reorganise local government in 1925 can be found in Local Government in Ireland by Desmond Roche.

Joanne Rothwell                                                                                        21 April 1999

Waterford County Archivist

RDC/ KILHOM/

                                                                                    Volumes of Minute Books detailing

                                                                                    the proceedings of the meetings of

                                                                                    Kilmacthomas Rural District 

                   Council. Records the names of the councillors present at each meeting, the 

                   reports of the Clerk on the execution of orders made by the Council. 

                   Contains financial minutes with tables detailing the receipts and expenses of 

                   the council, monthly abstract of cottage rent collection and reports of the rent 

                   collectors, which are seldom filled in. Communications received from and 

                   sent to the Local Government Board are detailed. Contains the Minutes of the

                   Meetings of the Council as Sanitary Authority under the Public Health Acts 

                   stating the councillors present, reports, accounts, communications from the 

                   Local Government Board. Includes the Minutes of the Meetings of the

                   Council as Sanitary Authority under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts. The

                   Minutes are typewritten from 1911 (RDC/KILTHOM/19).

    1             29 August 1899 – 20 February 1900                                                    520pp

    [2]           [March 1900 – February 1901]

    3             5 March 1901 – 3 September 1901                                                       448pp 

    4             17 September 1901 – 1 April 1902                                                       448pp

    5             8 April 1902 – 21 October 1902                                                           448pp

    6             28 October 1902 – 14 April 1903                                                         448pp

    [7]          [April 1903 – October 1903]   

    8             3 November 1903 – 24 May 1904                                                        448pp

    9             31 May 1904 – 27 September 1904                                                      304pp

   10            11 October 1904 – 28 March 1905                                                       256pp

   11            11 April 1905 – 30 January 1906                                                         448pp

   12            13 February 1906 – 6 November 1906                                                 448pp

   13            13 November 1906 – 6 August 1907                                                    448pp

   14            20 August 1907 – 23 June 1908                                                           448pp

RDC/KILTHOM/

   [15]         [July 1908 – March 1909]    

   16*          26 March 1909 – 28 September 1909                                               c. 400pp

   17*          5 October 1909 – 22 March 1910                                                     c. 400pp

   18*          12 April 1910 – 1 November 1910                                                   c. 400pp

   19            3 January 1911 – 26 September 1911                                               c. 500pp

   [20]         [October 1911 – October 1912]

   21            22 October 1912 – 19 August 1913                                                  c. 500pp

   [22]         [August 1913 – August 1914]        

   23            25 August 1914 – 28 September 1915                                                  434pp

   24            12 October 1915 – 3 October 1916          Includes: a resolution dissolving the

                                                                                     Recruiting Committee in 

                                                                                     consequence of the execution of an

                   eviction notice at Kill, Kilmacthomas by Major O’Shee and his brother and 

                   land agent John Poer O’Shee, District Inspector, Royal Irish Constabulary,

                   Clonmel. Copies of the resolution are sent to the Lord Lieutenant, 

                   Honourable Claud Anson, the Inspector General, the Royal Irish 

                   Constabulary and John E. Redmond, MP (p. 160).                             402pp

   25            17 October 1916 – 26 March 1918                                                        978pp

   26            2 April 1918 – 18 March 1919                                                               360pp                                                                                                         

   27            1 April 1919 – 30 March 1920                                                               410pp

   28            10 April 1920 – 22 February 1921           Includes: details of a letter from the 

                                                                                     Minister for Local Government, 

                                                                                     Dail Eireann, regarding a scheme

                   issued by the Minister for Labour regarding the establishment of Arbitration

                   Courts. In response it is stated ‘…Council do not anticipate any disputes with

                   their present employees; but, should any arise, Dail Eireann will be 

                   consulted…’ (24 August 1920). A resolution that no further communications

                   of any sort be made to the Local Government Board on or after the 1 October

                   1920 (28 September 1920).                                                                c. 350pp

RDC/KILTHOM/

                                                                                     Volumes of Quarterly and 

                                                                                     Adjourned Quarterly Minute Books

                                                                                     recording the councillors present at

                   each meeting. Records the report of the County Surveyor, the works 

                   presented for consideration, the letters read and tenders for works considered.

   29            25 October 1910 – 27 July 1920                                                            320pp

   30            12 October 1920 – 5 May 1925                                                          c. 150pp

   31            20 August 1922                                         Paying Order authorising the 

                                                                                     payment of £26:10:96 to ‘Joseph

                                                                                     Whelan’, Dungarvan from the 

                   account of Kilmacthomas Rural District Council in the Provincial Bank, 

                   Dungarvan Branch. Signed by J.M. [Kelly], Clerk to the Council.              1p

   32            1924 – 1925                                              Volume of accounts for 

                                                                                     Kilmacthomas Rural District 

                                                                                     Council detailing payments made

                   to individuals such as, ‘Patrick Galvin’, Ballylaneen, for works carried out

                   for the Council such as, the repair of Labourers Cottages (f5).                  21ff

   33            30 September 1934 – 31 March 1937       Labourers Cottages Rent Collection

                                                                                     Book maintained by Patrick Quinn,

                                                                                     Rent Collector. Details the 

                   information in columns headed, Guide Nos., Folio of the Labourers Acts 

                   Ledger, Townland, Name of Tenant, Monthly Rent, Arrears Carried Forward

                   as Due at Close of the Last Half-Year, Total Rent for the Half-Year, Total to 

                   be Collected, Rents paid by Month, Total paid at the half-Year, Arrears at the 

                   Close of the half-Year and Observations. Records the total rent collected, the

                   rent in the hands of the Collector at the close of the preceding month or 

                   half-year, the total rent to be accounted for, total lodgements during the 

                   month or half-year and the amount in the hands of the collector at the close of 

                   the month.                                                                                               11ff
