LISMORE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Rural District Councils were established under the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898.

This Act abolished the Grand Juries and replaced them with County Councils and Rural

District Councils. The Rural District Councils took over some of the roads and public works functions of the Grand Juries relating to the local area for which they were responsible.

The 1898 Act also reorganised the functions of the Boards of Guardians. The Rural District Councils became responsible for the sanitary functions of the Boards of Guardians in the rural areas and also became responsible for the provision of housing in rural areas.

The Rural District Councils were not in existence for an extensive period of time. Under the Free State Government local government in Ireland was reorganised in an attempt to reduce the number of diverse authorities responsible for services. Under the Local Government Act, 1925 the Rural District Councils were themselves abolished and their duties were transferred to the County Councils. 

The Minute Books of Lismore Rural District Council provide a detailed account of life in the rural district of Lismore; they provide a social, economic and historic record for the period 1899-1925. The Labourers Cottages Rent Collection Book (RDC/LISM/30) and the Book of Reference, Maps and Estimates (RDC/LISM/29) are valuable records of the provision of housing for the rural district and the Reference Book allows for an easy identification of the land and facilitates a study of the use of land c. 1907 and in the present day. 

Further information on the Rural District Councils can be found in the Archives Service in collections with the RDC code. 

Information on the change from the Rural District Councils to the County Councils is available in WCC/FIN and WCC/GNA.

Information on the Rural District Councils and the move to reorganise local government in 1925 can be found in Local Government in Ireland by Desmond Roche.

Joanne Rothwell                                                                                     22 April 1999

Waterford County Archivist

RDC/LISM/

                                                                                     Volumes of Minute Books detailing

                                                                                     the proceedings of meetings of 

                                                                                     Lismore Rural District Council.

                   Records the councillors present at each meeting. Contains the reports of the 

                   Clerk and other officers of the council. Details the financial minutes in 

                   tabular form stating the receipts and expenditure of the council, a summary of

                   the Treasurers Account, a monthly abstract of cottage rent collection, the 

                   reports of the rent collectors and orders made on these. Records the 

                   communications with the Local Government Board and the orders made as a 

                   result of these. Includes the minutes of the proceedings of the council acting 

                   as Sanitary Authority under the Public health Acts which states the 

                   councillors present at each meeting, the reports of the Medical Officer of 

                   Health, the record of sanitary work carried out and the expenses incurred in 

                   carrying out this work and communications with the Local Government 

                   Board. Contains the minutes of the proceedings of the council as Sanitary 

                   Authority under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883-1896 stating the names

                   of the councillors present at each meeting, the communications with the 

                   Local Government Board and the tenders for work considered and accepted.

                   Signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. 

    1             16 August 1899 – 4 September 1901        Includes: a note inside the cover 

                                                                                     stating that this minute book was

                                                                                     used in evidence at Lismore Petty

                   Sessions on 5 October 1900.                                                             801pp

    [2]          [1901 – 1903]    

    3             16 September 1903 – 28 September                                              c. 200pp 

    4             5 October 1904 – 3 April 1908                                                          892pp

    5             3 April 1908 – 16 April 1909                                                             299pp

    6             7 May 1909 – 15 April 1910                                                              276pp

    7             6 May 1910 – 19 May 1911                                                               403pp

    8             2 June 1911 – 21 June 1912                                                               403pp

    9             5 July 1912 – 1 August 1913                                                             297pp

   10            15 August 1913 – 4 September 1914                                                 275pp

RDC/LISM/

   11            18 September 1914 – 17 September 1915                                      c. 275pp

   12            5 November 1915 – 3 November 1916     Includes: details of a letter from the 

                                                                                     Local Government Board regarding 

                                                                                     the occurrences of ‘Cerebro-Spinal

                   Meningitis’ and ‘Poliomyelitis’ in the county and requesting these diseases in 

                   the schedule of disease that are compulsorily notifiable (6 October 1916).

                                                                                                                           c. 270pp 

   13            1 December 1916 – 7 December 1917                                               275pp

   14            21 December 1917 – 3 January 1919                                                 286pp

   15            17 January 1919 – 6 February 1920                                                   286pp

   16*          20 February 1920 – 13 April 1921           Includes: a resolution that no further

                                                                                     communications will be held with 

                   the English Local Government Board in the Custom House and ‘…and the 

                   supervision and authority hitherto exercised by the body we shall henceforth

                   accept the supervision and authority of the Local Government Department of

                   Dail Eireann.’ (p. 166).                                                                   c. 282pp

   17*          27 April 1921 – 26 April 1922                                                           286pp

   18*          7 May 1922 – 9 May 1923                       Includes: a resolution from 

                                                                                     Dungarvan RDC deploring the Civil

                                                                                     War and suggesting ‘…the          

                   appointment of a delegate from each Public Board in Ireland to get in touch

                   with the I.R.A. Leaders and act as a central body for the purpose of restoring

                   Peace between the Provisional Government to call an immediate truce…’ 

                   which was adopted. The Chairman, Thomas Handcock, esquire, was 

                   appointed a delegate from Lismore Rural District Council (p. 144-145).  

                   Resolutions deploring the trial and execution of ‘Jason Fisher’ and his 

                   comrades, the incarceration of Mary McSweeney ‘…on hunger strike against

                   unjust imprisonment…’ and a notice of motion from James O’Brien, 

                   councillor, that no further meetings of the Council be held in the Board Room

                   until the detachment of the Free State Army quartered in a portion of the late

                   Workhouse be withdrawn (pp 167-168).                                           286pp

   19*          23 May 1923 – 25 June 1924                                                         c. 282pp

   20*          9 July 1924 – 10 June 1925                                                               154pp

RDC/LISM/

   21            15 July 1899 – 30 January 1914               Volume of Minutes of the 

                                                                                     proceedings of the Quarterly and

                                                                                     Adjourned Quarterly Meetings of 

                   the Lismore Rural District Council stating the councillors present at each 

                   meeting. Contains reports from the County Surveyor, applications for new 

                   works, tenders accepted and communications with the Local Government

                   Board.                                                                                                279pp

                   5 July 1912 – 8 April 1925                       Volumes of financial minutes for 

                                                                                     Lismore Rural District Council. 

                                                                                     Details in tabular form the receipts 

                   and expenditure of the council. Contains a summary of the Treasurers 

                   Account, a monthly abstract of rent collections, cash account of rent 

                   collectors and orders made on the reports of the rent collectors. Signed by the 

                   Clerk of the Council, Alex Heskin.

   22            5 July 1912 – 3 July 1914                                                                125pp

   23*          2 August 1914 – 15 September 1916                                           c. 100pp 

   24*          20 October 1916 – 8 December 1920                                              256pp

   25*          12 January 1921 – 8 April 1925                                                      260pp

                                                                                     Volumes of minutes detailing the 

                                                                                     proceedings of the quarterly 

                                                                                     meetings of Lismore Rural District

                   stating the names of councillors present at each meeting, containing

                   the report of the County Surveyor and orders made on this report. Signed 

                   by the Chairman and Clerk of the Council.

   26            16 October 1915 – 26 January 1921                                                205pp

   27            8 April 1921 – 1 May 1925                                                              133pp

RDC/LISM/

   28            1915 – 1925                                              Volume of accounts for Lismore 

                                                                                     Rural District Council detailing 

                                                                                     payments made to contractors

                   for work carried out on their behalf such as a payment to ‘John McGrath’,

                   Churchquarter, Modelligo, county Waterford (pp39-40) and payments to 

                   landowners such as ‘Patrick lynch’, Stradbally, Tallow, county Waterford

                   for the rental of labourers plots (pp 9-10). Index to names.               64pp

   29            [1907]                                                       Book of Reference to Maps and 

                                                                                     Estimate for Lismore Rural 

                                                                                     District Council acting under the 

                   Labourers (Ireland) Acts 1883 to 1906. Details the reference numbers of 

                   sites on maps, number of ordnance sheet, townland, quantity of land 

                   proposed to be taken by statute measure, the number of cottages proposed

                   to be built on each plot, the owner, lessee, occupier, applicant and estimate

                   recording the value per acre, no. of years, owner, occupier and total. This

                   information is provided for each electoral division in alphabetical order.

                   Includes the estimate for each electoral division detailing the number of new 

                   cottages and addition of allotments, the total area of land to be acquired,

                   the purchase money, the building, fencing, legal and engineering costs and 

                   the total costs.                                                                                   c. 36ff

   30            31 March 1914 – 30 September 1915       Labourers Cottages Rent Collection 

                                                                                     Book of M. Cunningham, Rent 

                                                                                     Collector, Lismore Rural District

                   Council. Details in columns the guide numbers, townland, name of tenant, 

                   monthly rent, arrears carried forward as due at close of the last half-year,

                   total rents accrued during the half-year, total to be collected, rent paid by 

                   month, total rent paid for the half-year, the arrears due at the close of the 

                   half-year and observations. Contains the total rents collected, the total in the 

                   hands of the collector at the close of the preceding month or half-year, the 

                   total rent to be accounted for, the total lodgements during the month or 

                   half-year and the total in the hands of the collector at the close of the half-

                   year.                                                                                                      31ff

RDC/LISM/

   31            12 September 1908 – 17 September 1908    File containing reports from 

                                                                                         Sir Charles A. Cameron, CB,

                                                                                         MD, DPH, Cambridge 

                   University, FR Coll. Phys., Past President and Professor of Chemistry and

                   Hygiene, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Medical Officer of Health for

                   Dublin and Public Analyst regarding the composition of specimens of water

                   analysed for the Clerk of Lismore Rural District Council.                2 items 

   32            25 September 1908 – 30 November 1908    File containing letters from J. 

                                                                                         Stanley, Honorary Secretary of

                                                                                         the Local Lighting Committee,

                   Cappoquin to Alexander Heskin, esquire, Clerk of Lismore Rural District 

                   Council. Details the minutes of the Lighting Committee (25 September 

                   1908 and 7 October 1908) and advice regarding the payment of the 

                   lamplighter (30 November 1908).                                                  3 items 

   33            28 March 1924                                          Letter from Beamish & Sullivan,

                                                                                     solicitors, 60 South Mall, Cork to 

                                                                                     the Clerk of Lismore Rural District

                   Council, Alexander Heskin, stating they have been appointed agents of the 

                   estate of the Representatives of ‘RD Perry’ and giving notice to the Council

                   that any rent due on land rented by the Council for the Labourers Cottages

                   Allotments is payable only to them and to produce the rent receipts to them

                   when called upon to do so.                                                                   1p

   34            23 October 1925                                       Letter from ‘Sean Hurley’, Kerwans

                                                                                     hotel, Carrick-on-Suir to the (Clerk

                                                                                     of Lismore Rural District Council)

                   regarding the closing of the accounts of the Rural District Council and asking

                   him to ‘Please ask Miss Jacob if I can have digs at her place for the few days

                   I will be in Lismore’. States his address from the next Monday will be 

                   Lawlors Hotel in Dungarvan.                                                               1p                                                              

