WATERFORD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Rural District Councils were established under the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898.

This Act abolished the Grand Juries and replaced them with County Councils and Rural District Councils. The Rural District Councils took over some of the roads and public works functions of the Grand Juries relating to the local area for which they were responsible.

The 1898 Act also reorganised the functions of the Boards of Guardians. The Rural District Councils became responsible for the sanitary functions of the Boards of Guardians in the rural areas and also became responsible for the provision of housing in rural areas.

The Rural District Councils were not in existence for an extensive period of time. Under the Free State Government local government in Ireland was reorganised in an attempt to reduce the number of diverse authorities responsible for services. Under the Local Government Act, 1925 the Rural District Councils were themselves abolished and their duties were transferred to the County Councils. 

The Minute Books of Waterford Rural District Council detail the services provided by the Council and contain valuable social, economic and historic information. The volumes of Labourers Acts Ledgers are an important record of the provision of local housing, these volumes predate the official constitution of the Rural District Council and form a bridge between the provision of this service by the Board of Guardians and the Rural District Council (RDC/WTFD/6-9). Evidence of the land held by the Rural District Council is provided in a Land Certificate of 1903 (RDC/WTFD/12) which is of value in tracing land ownership in the area.

Further information on Rural District Councils can be found in the Archives Service in collections with the code RDC. Information on the change from Rural District Councils to the County Council in WCC/FIN and WCC/GNA.

Information on the Rural District Councils and on the move to reorganise local government in 1925 can be found in Local Government in Ireland by Desmond Roche.

Joanne Rothwell                                                                                  22 April 1999

Waterford County Archivist

RDC/WTFD/

                                                                                     Volumes of Minute Books detailing

                                                                                     the proceedings of the Waterford

                                                                                     Rural District Council. States the 

                   councillors present at each meeting. Details the letters and orders received 

                   from and sent to the Local Government Board, the report of the Clerk and the

                   resolutions of the Council. Contains financial minutes detailing in tabular 

                   form the receipts and expenses of the council, a summary of the Treasurers

                   Account, a monthly abstract of the rent collection and cash account and the 

                   reports of the rent collectors. Includes minutes of the proceedings of the 

                   council acting as the Sanitary Authority under the Public Health Acts stating

                   councillors present, communications with the Local Government Board, 

                   resolutions of the council, reports from the Sanitary Officers and record of 

                   sanitary work performed. Contains the minutes of the proceedings of the 

                   Council under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts stating the names of councillors

                   present at each meeting, communications with the Local Government Board,

                   the resolutions of the council, the reports of Rent Collectors and orders made

                   as a result. This collection suffers from damp and is quite damaged.

    1             1 July 1899 – 6 May 1905                                                                     864pp

    2             3 June 1905 – 5 August 1911                                                               1184pp

    3*           6 January 1911 – 5 August 1916                                                      c. 1190pp

    4*           7 February 1917 – 5 August 1922                                                    c. 1130pp

    5*           2 December 1922 – 11 August 1925                                                  c. 200pp

RDC/WTFD/

                                                                                     Volumes of Labourers Acts Ledgers

                                                                                     detailing the sites leased or 

                                                                                     purchased by the Rural District 

                   Council. Records in tabular form the award and payment of compensation

                   to the owners or occupiers of sites stating the date of the award, whether the

                   award is granted to an owner or occupier, the name of the person given the 

                   award, the page in the Minute Book where the agreement is recorded, the 

                   reference to the site, whether abandoned, exchanged or otherwise in the 

                   Minute Book of the Council and any authority from the Local Government 

                   Board on the subject. Details the amount of compensation awarded, the date 

                   of conveyance, date of the order for payment, the number of the order, to 

                   whom issued, the details if lodged in court, paid to a person not named in the

                   award or if paid without a duly executed conveyance and the amount of the

                   Payment Order. Provides particulars of the contract for the erection of 

                   cottages detailing the date of the contract, page of the Minute Book where

                   recorded, name and address of contractor, names and addresses of sureties,

                   explanation for any extra expenses incurred, amount of contract, date fixed

                   in bond for the completion of the contract, dates of certificates of Engineer,

                   dates of Orders for Payment, to whom issued, details of payment to anyone

                   other than the contractor or any deductions and the amount of orders. Records

                   later dates in red ink and annotations to information are also provided in red 

                   ink. RDC/WTFD/9 is titled Labourers Cottages Ledger but records the same

                   manner of information as the ledgers titled Labourers Acts Ledgers.

    6             20 April 1886 – 17 October 1893                                                        188ff

    7             17 October 1893 – 13 May 1902                                                           89ff

    8             22 March 1902 – 4 August 1908                                                          140ff

    9             22 May 1908                                                                                         111ff

RDC/WTFD/

   10            25 March 1898 – 31 December 1929       Labourers Cottages Rent Collection

                                                                                     Book for Waterford Union recorded 

                                                                                     half-yearly under columns headed

                   number of cottages, electoral division, townland, name of tenant, date of 

                   occupation, arrears brought forward, rent for half-year, total, rent paid 

                   monthly, collected and lodged, arrears, total and observations. From 31

                   December 1901 this information is no longer recorded, instead, the Amount 

                   due for Pipe Rent/Dunmore Water Supply is recorded for Waterford RDC on

                   a yearly basis. Details the name or situation of the property rated, a 

                   description of the property rated, name of occupier, net annual value, amount

                   of pipe rent due, immediate lessor, amount of pipe rent collected and any 

                   vacancies of sites are stated annually. Includes details of rents received 

                   throughDunmore East Water Supply from the Fishing Craft Act recorded half 

                   yearly from 1918 stating the name of boat, name of place where boat comes 

                   from, and amount collected and lodged. Contains annotations in red pen and 

                   blue coloured pencil.                                                                            c.150ff

   11            2 December 1899 – 2 January 1909         Statement of contractors, officers

                                                                                     and other submitted for payment for

                                                                                     Waterford RDC recorded under 

                   columns headed Name of Account in Ledger, name of Contractor, Officer,

                   Etc., Period which the Account Relates, Amount of Account Submitted for 

                   Payment, Account Examined and Passed for Payment, Initials Chairman, No.

                   of Paying Order drawn on Treasurer for Payment of Account and 

                   Observations.                                                                                   c. 200ff

   12            1903                                                          Land Certificate under the Local 

                                                                                     Registration of Title (Ireland) Act,

                                                                                     1891 Register of Freeholders, 

                   Folio 1291 for Waterford Rural District Council. States the name, address &

                   description, nature of ownership, dates of registration and reference to 

                   instrument. Provides a description of the lands recording the number of entry,

                   townland, barony, area, valuation, date of first registration, reference to 

                   instrument and official notes.                                                          c. 8ff

RDC/WTFD/

   13            14 June 1899                                             Page from Financial Statement

                                                                                     Book detailing the receipts for the

                                                                                     Month of May 1899 stating that on

                   23 May 1899 £10 of rents for labourers cottages was received from ‘Edmund

                   Doyle’ (rent collector). Signed by John Mackey, Clerk of Waterford RDC.

                                                                                                                                       1p

   14            25 July 1911                                             Copy Application for a further 

                                                                                     instalment of a loan for Waterford 

                                                                                     RDC from the Local Government

                   Board providing a schedule filled and signed by the Architect, Patrick Hearns

                   Butlerstown, county Waterford of work carried out under the Labourers 

                   (Ireland) Act. Details the townland, reference number, number of Ordnance 

                   Sheet, amount of contract, value of works executed and remarks.           11pp

   15            22 February 1909 – 27 November 1922   File containing notices issued by the 

                                                                                     Clerks of Waterford RDC, John 

                                                                                     Mackey and P. Kennedy. Includes

                   Notices of meetings to be held and of contracts to be tendered for.      6 items

   16            6 December 1923                                      Letter from Dobbyn and McCoy, 

                                                                                     solicitors, 5 Colbeck Street, 

                                                                                     Waterford to P. Kennedy, esquire,

                   Clerk of Waterford Rural District Council, John’s Hill, Waterford requesting

                   particulars of a small holding of about 10 acres at Newtown, Tramore, which

                   belonged to ‘John Norman’, deceased.                                                        1p

