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Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) Regulations 2009 
New regulations, the Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) Regulations 2009 , that specifically prohibit the disposal of household and commercial waste by uncontrolled burning, (also called ‘ backyard burning’) were signed into law on the 27th July 2009.  These regulations explicitly make the disposal of waste by uncontrolled burning (including any such burning occurring in a domestic fireplace) an offence under both the Air Pollution Act, 1987 and the Waste Management Acts, 1996 to 2008.
The Main Points: 
1. It is illegal to burn any household or commercial wastes i.e. backyard burning

2. It is illegal to burn garden or park wastes. These should be either home composted, put into the brown organic bin or brought to a civic amenity site. 

3. Only uncontaminated Agricultural Wastes (cut foliage, gorses, hedgegrows, branches, old straw etc from agricultural practices) may be burned provided*:

(a) It does not create a nuisance to surrounding neighbours

(b) It is a last resort  after steps have been taken to reduce & recycle waste arisings
and

(c) The burning activity does not breach the provisions of the Wildlife Act. Under the Wildlife Acts, 1976 & 2000, it is an offence to cut, grub, burn or otherwise destroy any vegetation on lands or vegetation growing in any hedge or ditch from 1 March to 31 August. Callers should ring the National Parks & Wildlife Service (01-8882000) if they have any queries in relation to this. However if hedgerows/ditches/vegetation have been cut prior 1st March or after 31st August then under the Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) Regulations 2009, there are no time restrictions on when it can be burned. 
Also, before a person burns uncontaminated agricultural waste, the following Notifications must be adhered to:
(d)   Notification to Environment Section for the Burning of Agricultural Wastes 
An Environmental Notification Form must be filled out and sent to Environment Section Waterford County Council prior to any activity taking place. This form is available from the Environment Section upon request by calling 058 22000 or can be downloaded below.

(e)   Notification to Fire Authority for the Burning of Agricultural Wastes
Anyone wishing to burn agricultural wastes is required to notify the Fire Service MRCC  (Munster Regional Control Centre)  by dialing 999 . Callers should inform the MRCC of the time and location of the proposed burning so as to avoid any unnecessary deployment of fire tenders. The MRCC should also be informed upon cessation of the burning activity.
*The agricultural exemption applies until 1st January 2014. After this date all such activities will require registration with the relevant local authority, and also be subject to the controls set out in the facility permit legislation.

WASTE MANAGEMENT (PROHIBITION OF WASTE DISPOSAL BY BURNING) REGULATIONS 2009
Statutory Notice

Checklist of advance information to be provided by a person to a local authority concerning the proposed burning of agricultural waste in accordance with the provisions of Regulation 5(1)(a).

Name:______________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________(correspondence address)

Telephone: _______________________

Local authority administrative area: Waterford
I hereby give notice to Waterford County Council of my intention to burn waste solely consisting of uncontaminated (free of dangerous substances, preservatives or other artificial impregnation or coating) wood, trees, tree trimmings, leaves, or brush, or other similar waste generated by agricultural practices (but excluding garden and park wastes and cemetery wastes and waste arising from infrastructural development works) 

on_________________________________________ (give the proposed date of the burning) 
between the times of__________________________ (give approximate times)
at _________________________________( exact location where proposed burning will take place, including townland name)

Declaration of suitability:

I declare that such burning will be done as a final measure following the application of the following waste hierarchy, and in accordance with the fire safety checklist.
1. Reduction of waste arisings in accordance with best agricultural practice,
2. Reuse of waste where practicable,
3. Recycling of waste through shredding and use as compost or wood chippings, where practicable,
4. Salvage of waste for use as fuel, where practicable,
5. Disposal, where none of the options at (i) to (iv) above are practicable or economically viable but subject to the following conditions—
i. Adequate measures will be taken to limit the overall nuisance or possibilities for endangering human health or causing environmental pollution, and

ii.  No accelerants will be used when undertaking the disposal activity.
Fire Safety Checklist:

( I confirm that the fire is absolutely necessary.

( I confirm that I have the ability to stop the fire if the need arises.

( The fire will be located more than 1 mile from any woodland or forest.
( I am certain that my property and my neighbour’s property will be safe.

( I am sure that smoke from the fire will not cause a nuisance to others, road users and neighbours in particular.
( I have alerted my neighbours and the relevant authorities of my intention to burn. 

( I have sufficient help and equipment on standby to control the planned fire.

( I have adequate means of communication and the necessary contact details should an emergency arise.

( I will notify the M.R.C.C. upon commencement and completion of the controlled burning on the 999  Emergency Line.
Signed:

Name: ________________________________                             Date:__________________
Warning:

This notice does not relate to controlled burning of land to clear scrub and other unwanted vegetation. This notice relates solely to the burning of waste, as defined above, generated by agricultural practices.
A person who gives false or misleading information for the purpose of this notice may be guilty of an offence.
It is an offence under Section 40 of the Wildlife Act, 1976 as amended by Section 46 of the Wildlife Act, 2000) to cut, grub, burn or otherwise destroy any vegetation:

 - growing on any land not then cultivated, and 

 - growing in any hedge or ditch, 

from 1st March to 31st August in any year.

Further information on burning and agricultural practices available from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food at the following link

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/landandforestfires/
Completed Application Forms should be returned to the following address: 

Environment Section, Waterford County Council, Davitts Quay, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford

