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 “Croí na Teanga – It’s You”

Waterford County Council celebrates Seachtain na Gaeilge 
(5-17 March)
Once again this year, Waterford County Council is organising a number of events to celebrate the upcoming Seachtain na Gaeilge 2010. The Library Service will host the majority of this year’s events, which include bingo, traditional music session, demonstration and even the chance to run ‘ar son na Gaeilge’.

Visitors to Dungarvan Library on Saturday next 6th March, will get the opportunity to see a not so common event nowadays – a Spinning Demonstration by Gerardine Murphy. See how to make a ball of wool from sheep fleece using a method which can be traced back to prehistoric times in Ireland. Demonstrations take place from 12 noon to 1pm and from 3-4pm.

The Tramore Branch of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann will host a concert in Tramore Library on Friday evening the 12th Mar at 7.30pm. Entry is free and all are welcome.

The ever-popular ‘Bingó as Gaeilge’ for primary schools will take place in Tramore, Portlaw and Dungarvan Libraries during the next fortnight and all sessions have been booked out already. The more seasoned adult bingo players will also be given a chance to try out their skills ‘as Gaeilge’ with special games on Bingo Nights on the 8th and 15th March at 8.15pm in Dungarvan Sports Centre. 

The staff in Waterford County Council will get a chance to try out their cúpla focal and test their wits in an e-mail quiz from 9-12th March as well as partaking in ‘Lón na Gaeilge’ on Wednesday, 10 March.

One of the highlights of this year’s Seachtain na Gaeilge nationally, is Rith 2010, a 1600km relay-run which will begin in Belfast on the 9 March, and finish in Galway city as part of the St Patrick’s Day Parade. Thousands of runners will run ‘ar son na Gaeilge’ with a specially designed baton holding a secret message from President Mary McAleese, which will not be opened until the run finishes in Galway. The Waterford leg of the national Rith 2010 will depart the Civic Offices in Dungarvan on Saturday morning, 13 March at 9.30am. It is hoped that a large crowd of local people will set off from there to run through An Rinn and An Sean Phobal, on to Ardmore and onwards west to Youghal. A number of Waterford sports personalities, as well as the Town and County Mayors will launch the Waterford leg of Rith 2010 and everyone is encouraged to turn up and take part, either by running or supporting the runners. You do not need to be an athlete or an Irish speaker to take part and you are welcome to run any distance from 1km upwards to raise awareness of and to support our national language. For more details of Rith 2010 see www.rith.ie
So, whether you want to watch a spinning demonstration, experience a traditional Irish music concert, play Bingó or even run a kilometre, there’s something for you to partake in during this year’s Seachtain na Gaeilge. Bígí linn!!

-Ends-

Further information: Máire Seosaimhín Breathnach, Irish Officer (058) 20884
