
CHAPTER 5: 

Social And Community Development
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Community Development relates to building an inclusive society and developing people’s capacity, their skills, knowledge and experience, to play a role in shaping the communities of which they are a part.  It is important therefore to: 
●  
Ensure that all communities have an opportunity to participate in the development of the county;

●  
Avoid social exclusion; and

●  
Encourage and support community-based groups and create inter-linkages.

This chapter looks at social inclusion, community service provision and social, health and community facilities. It acknowledges the importance of Arts and Culture in the County and recognises the role of the Gaeltacht as an important part of the linguistic, social and cultural tradition of the County.
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5.1 Introduction 

The Community Forum plays an important role in fostering such development, especially in relation to its role as a conduit for public consultation and participation in the development of the County, and encouragement of further community-based initiatives (such as the Kilmacthomas Community Strategy, 2004). 

The concept of social inclusion refers to alleviating poverty and marginalisation within society.    Waterford County Council through the aegis of the County Development Board contributes directly to combating social exclusion through a range of infrastructural and service provision, including housing, library services etc. and indirectly by supporting measures taken by other public service providers such as health, and welfare.

The Social Inclusion Forum, specifically, provides a structure where issues around marginalised and socially excluded members of the community can be aired and brought to the attention of the relevant decision-making bodies in the county.
The Local Authority has an important role to play in counteracting social imbalances through the provision, upgrading and improvement of social and community services and facilities: particularly when targeted at excluded and disadvantaged areas and communities eg CLAR Programme Areas.  Since 1999 in excess of 180 community and voluntary groups have been registered throughout the county to facilitate community involvement in policy formulation. 

5.2 Community Service Provision since 1999 

Waterford County Council has developed and implemented a successful Rural Transport Initiative, and Sports Partnership.  It has also supported the establishment of the County Waterford Childcare Committee, and contributed to the formulation and launch of the County Development Board Strategy, 2002 – 2012.  The development of amenity parks and playgrounds throughout the county has also been facilitated.  Information regarding all services and publications is available through the council website: www.waterfordcoco.ie.

One-Stop Shops

In addition to the Waterford County Council Civic Office Headquarters in Dungarvan, a One-Stop Shop Facility (with access to all services) has been provided in the new Civic Office building in Tramore.  Local Area Offices have also been provided in Lismore, Portlaw and Kilmacthomas.

Fire Services

Progress under the 1999 Development Plan, includes:

● 
A refurbished Fire Station in Tramore; 

● 
An extension to the Cappoquin Fire Station;

● 
Construction of a new station in Ardmore (commenced in 2004); and

● 
Proposals to purchase a site for a new fire station in Portlaw.

5.3 Social, Health and Community Facilities 

The community has various needs for social and health services and amenities. Waterford County Council, local development agencies, the regional health and the education boards, all provide a range of services for the community, or assist community organisations in their provision. Such facilities include: educational establishments, childcare facilities, health facilities, art galleries, museums, public libraries, halls or exhibition centres, indoor and outdoor recreation facilities and places of public worship. Primary schools are often the focal point for town, village and rural life and consequently form the fundamental basis for the Settlement Strategy as outlined in Chapter 3.  Health services are increasingly being provided in a private capacity.  The Council will support such provision, as appropriate.
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	SC1: To co-operate with all service providers in the provision of new facilities and enhanced services, where required, for the good of the communities’ health and well-being. 

SC2: To work with the County Development Board to develop an access programme to amenities, recreation centres, arts centres and heritage sites in compliance with the provisions of the Disability Bill, 2004




5.4 Childcare, Youth and Children’s Needs 

The council recognizes with the increased participation of parents in the workforce there is a greater demand and requirement for improved professional childcare services. Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DoELG June 2001); National Children’s Strategy, ‘Our Children- their lives’ (Department of Health and Children, 2000) and the Waterford County Childcare Committee report County Childcare Strategy, 2002-2006, all deal with the needs of children. The council will have regard to the above documents and will facilitate the provision of appropriate services.
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SC3: To ensure the provision of childcare facilities, including crèches and to liaise with the County Childcare Committee in identifying, and meeting prospective childcare needs.




5.5 Arts and Culture

County Waterford has a rich and living cultural heritage expressed through the medium of sports, language, and the arts and Waterford County Council has employed an Arts Officer since 1996. The Arts Office oversees all the arts services, which the local authority provides, co-ordinates annual arts grants, bursaries and awards and devises/facilitates specific arts projects across a wide range of art forms with the annual arts programme.

In recent years emphasis has been placed on Arts in Education, Music, Drama and Literature. Projects are continuously evaluated and re-structured according to the needs of the service users. The Arts Office has partnered with arts organisations at local and national level to deliver this arts service and it is actively involved with the County Development Board in developing an arts strategy for County Waterford.


The Old Market House Arts Centre, Dungarvan is 100% funded by Waterford County Council. This beautiful facility provides an all year round exhibitions programme, with gallery talks and tours, in addition to specific outreach to schools. It also hosts a state of the art Film Club making cultural cinema available in this region.
Public Art under the DOE&LG ‘Per Cent for Art Scheme’ is catered for under the remit of the Arts Office, in co-operation with Departments’ sponsoring capital funding such as Roads, Housing, Water Service, and it is envisaged that there will be significant innovation in this area over the coming years.

SC4: To support the implementation of the County Arts Plan and also the development of the arts and culture in the County.

5.6 An Ghaeltacht 


An Rinn/Sean Phobhail Gaeltacht area constitutes an important part of the linguistic, social, and cultural tradition of the county.   As Irish, the first language of the state, is declining in use, the need for the Gaeltacht area, where the language can evolve in a modern setting, becomes more important. The programme for government ‘An Action Plan for the Millenium’ provides an opportunity for bilingual usage and allows for the conducting of daily affairs through the medium of Irish. The social, cultural and infrastructural needs of the Gaeltacht are supported under the Department of Arts, Gaeltacht, and the Islands, while economic needs are fulfilled through Uduras na Gaeltacha.  

The greatest challenge facing the Gaeltacht is to prevent diluting of its unique linguistic and cultural environment through the influx of non-Irish speaking groups, with no affinity for the language.  Pressure for housing developments is increasing, and there is now an urgent need for proactive policies to protect the area from insensitive development.  Such measures may include an obligatory Linguistic Impact Statement (LIS) outlining how the proposed development will support and sustain the Gealtacht community and any reconsideration of the zoning policy for the area. 

These matters will be considered in greater detail during the review stage of the An Rinn/Heilbhic/Sean Phobhail Local Area Plan. Issues in relation to an LIS will also be informed and assisted by any future Government Guidelines in this respect.

	
SC5: To protect the linguistic and cultural heritage of the Gaeltacht area.

SC6: Review the Local Area Plan for the An Rinn/Heilbhic/Maoil a’Choire area, over the period of this plan



5.7 Sports and Recreational Facilities 

Sports and recreational facilities are recognised as a vital community resource. It is the intention of the council that sites will be reserved for such facilities in population growth areas and deficiencies in existing areas will be made good as opportunities arise. The development contribution scheme will also provide a mechanism for their provision.  Such facilities are most appropriately located within or adjacent to residential areas or green-belt areas on the edge of towns.  

In addition, the Waterford Sports Partnership Strategy 2003 – 2006 has an important role to play in the County in terms of funding, projects, programmes and facilities. 


	SC7: Promote and support the implementation of the County Play Policy, including the provision of facilities to meet local sport and recreational needs

SC8: To co-ordinate a facilities audit and develop a facilities strategy, support safe walking and cycling, support land (uplands, forest, etc) and water based recreation and amenity provision and to support the development of sporting and amenity facilities with special consideration to the promotion of use of our natural resources.



5.8 Amenity Paths and Networks 

Walking and backpacker pursuits are important recreational pastimes in the county.  There are a number of strategic walking/amenity paths already identified (and mapped) in the County, namely:

● 
The disused Railway Line between Dungarvan and Waterford City (including the spur from The Crooked Bridge to Ballinacourty);

● 
Saint Declan’s Way (the Pilgrim Path stretching between the ancient ecclesiastical centres of Ardmore and Lismore);

● 
The Munster Way (which connects with the Avondhu Way, in East Cork and the Tipperary Heritage Trail, in South Tipperary).

Work is ongoing in developing a Walking and Cycling Strategy for County Waterford. This action is outlined in “Waterford County: a Monument of the Future – Waterford County Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural Development 2002-2012” (Goal 14, Objective 5): “To enable Waterford to become the ‘Walking Capital’ of Ireland”.


	SC9: Promote Waterford as “The Walking Capital of Ireland”

SC10: Promote and Facilitate the provision of a network of quality amenity pathways and cycleways
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Interior of Old Market House Arts Centre
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