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Economic Development
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This Chapter of the Plan looks at Economic Activity in County Waterford, which is still heavily dependent on manual and agricultural sectors. Skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled occupations are above the national average highlighting the need for a more balanced employment structure to promote a sustainable economy.

The Council, working closely with National and local development agencies have supported the development of a significant number of Enterprise Centres and Business Parks across the County. Education and Research and Development is recognised as a key component to creating a sustainable and vibrant economy, not only for the County, but for the South East Region.

This chapter also looks at the economic resources of rural areas and County Waterford’s Tourism Product.
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6.1 Introduction 

Economic activity in County Waterford has grown in the period since the last Plan (1996-2002), employment in that period has grown by 4593 people (25%) while unemployment fell from 14% in 1996 to approximately 8% in 2002. This increase in employment occurred at a time when the population of the county was growing. However it should be noted that unemployment is still above the national average (approximately 4.5%).
Waterford County is heavily dependent on the manual and agricultural sectors of the economy as can be seen from Table 3 below. 
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	Persons in Co.Waterford, 

classified by socio-economic group
	County Waterford
	State

	Employer & Managers
	13.9
	15.5

	Higher Prof.
	  4.3
	  5.2

	Lower Prof.
	  9.1
	  9.8

	Non-Manual
	14.3
	17.1

	Manual skilled
	11.6
	10.2

	Semi-skilled
	  9.2
	  7.9

	Un-skilled
	  5.3
	  4.9

	Own Account Worker
	  5.4
	  4.9

	Farmer
	10.2
	  5.8

	Agri
	  2.2
	  0.9

	Other
	14.5
	17.8


Source (Baseline study for SEEDS)

Skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled occupations are above the national average while the numbers of people employed in the higher added value, non-manual employment sectors are below the national averages. 

The Income Per Capita in County Waterford is less than the state average (see Table 4 below). This is also an indicator of the over-reliance on the manual occupations as opposed on the higher added value occupations. To ensure sustainable employment it is important that there is a more balanced employment structure as global economic restructuring and changes in production methods and efficiencies could result in sectoral decline and job losses. For instance the agricultural sector has been in decline for decades. 

	Total Income per person 1996-2000

	Area
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Waterford
	97.3
	96.5
	97.6
	96.7
	97.7

	State
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


Source Baseline Study for SEEDS

6.2 Sustainable Economic Development

The council will cooperate with employment agencies in order to promote a more balanced labour market. In order to promote a sustainable economy the council will continue to provide industrial and commercial sites in selected centers. 

This will provide employment giving opportunities as close to local centers of population as possible, will reduce unnecessary travel and commuting distances for workers, create clusters of common activity, facilitate the sharing of information and encourage innovation through research and development (R&D).     

6.3 Industrial/ Commercial Development

The council works closely with national and local development agencies (eg IDA, Forfas, Chambers of Commerce, LEADER Groups) through the aegis of the County Enterprise Board and between 1998 and 2003 the following developments have taken place:

● 
IDA Technology Park, Butlerstown;

● 
Community Enterprise Centre, Cappoquin (Phases I and II);

● 
Construction of IBAL Advance Factory, Dungarvan;

● 
IDA Business Park extension, Dungarvan;

● 
Development of Business Parks, Dungarvan;

● 
Community Enterprise Centre, Dunhill (Phases I and II);

● 
Community Enterprise Centre, Lismore under construction;

● 
Waterford County Council Business Park, Riverstown, Tramore;

● 
Development of a Business Park, Waterford Airport.

The IDA industrial Park is located in Dungarvan whilst the Technology Park is at Butlerstown.  Community enterprise centres and business parks such as at Dunhill, Tramore, Cappoquin and Waterford Regional Airport, have proved to be successful employment generators.  There is potential to expand these, and develop new enterprise centres in the smaller towns and villages in the County. This will provide for local employment opportunities, and assist in achieving the overall strategy of sustainable employment and development.

	
ED1; To liaise with development agencies, and work with the County Development Board so as to facilitate the development of employment generating economic activity, and assist in fostering public private partnerships in enterprise. 

ED2: To provide industrial/commercial zoned lands to enhance employment opportunities throughout the County.




6.4 Education and Research & Development

The availability of a skilled labour force is vital for economic and industrial development, and is dependent upon educational training.  Third level educational facilities have the ability to attract foreign industry and allow indigenous industry to grow by the development of linkages, exchanging information, and providing the resources and conditions within which Research and Development (R&D) will flourish. 

With the increased funding of universities and the resultant capacity to fund research and development, the creation of a University of the South East Campus in County Waterford is seen as a key component to creating a sustainable and vibrant economy, not only for the county, but for the South East Region. 

The VEC College in Dungarvan (Scoil Cathal Naomha) is strategically positioned to expand its educational base and provide additional Third Level Education and Training Programmes.


	ED3: To co-operate with higher educational authorities as a means of supporting and encouraging industrial and Research & Development in the county. 




6.5 Retail Development

The Waterford County Retail Strategy 2003 makes projections for retail floor space requirements for both convenience and comparison goods shopping up to 2011.  The additional requirement for West Waterford is 15,500m2 (comparison) and 5,500m2  (convenience). It is likely the greater proportion of this increase will occur in Dungarvan because of its role as the most significant service centre in West Waterford. In the East of the county the retail function is dominated by Waterford City and the existing floorspace of the east county area does not reflect the population size. 

The Retail Strategy also highlighted that leakage of retail shopping (both convenience and comparison) from County Waterford is considerable and this matter needs to be addressed through the implementation of the policies of the Strategy. The County Retail Strategy forms part of this Development Plan.

6.6 Rural Resources

The economic resources of rural areas can contribute to a sustainable economy. With resources ranging from agriculture, forestry, fishing, aggregate and mineral extraction, the challenge is balancing appropriate economic development with the protection of rural amenities.  Agriculture forms an important part of the economic life of the county, but as already indicated employment is steadily declining.  In 2000, there were 2,158 farmers in the county. 


Total forest cover in County Waterford currently stands at 26,529 hectares, which is just over 14% of the total land area of the County. This is well above the national average of 9.7%, and figures show that it is the third most afforested County in Ireland.


The active fishery harbours in County Waterford are located in Dunmore East, Dungarvan, Heilbhic, Passage East, Ardmore and Tramore.  Marine and river-based fisheries support and sustain small coastal and rural communities across the county. 

Dunmore East is one of the top 20 fishing ports in the country and there are preliminary proposals for a major redevelopment at the harbour, incorporating a new outer pier for commercial purposes.  Extensive shellfish farming is also carried out at Waterford Harbour and Dungarvan Bay.


The Council recognizes the importance of the aggregate and mineral extractive industry and will assist in facilitating its operation in suitable locations where it will not give rise to detrimental environmental effects.   The Planning and Development Act 2000, Section 261, provides for the registration of quarries. This procedure will facilitate information gathering and the orderly development of the industry.

	ED4:To continue to support and cooperate with the appropriate    development agencies in the provision of vital infrastructure for agriculture, forestry, and fisheries activities.
ED5:The mineral and aggregate extractive industry will be supported where such operations do not have detrimental environmental effects on other majority land uses in the area of extraction.




6.7 Tourism

The County Waterford tourism product varies from upland areas (eg. Knockmealdown and Comeragh Mountains), to planned settlements (eg. Portlaw), monastic sites (eg. Ardmore), river valleys (eg Blackwater) and the coastline/ beaches (from Youghal to Cheekpoint). The county enjoys a wide variety of landscapes, and therefore, has specific advantages in the tourism sector. 

Tourism is an important contributor to the regional and local economy. Between 1998 and 2001, there was a 9.4% increase in total (overseas and domestic) visitor numbers (2,211,000 in 2001) to the South-East region. The number of overseas visitors to County Waterford in 2001 was 349 000 (SE Tourism Factsheet); 37% of the regional overseas visitors share, and contributed €86 million to the local economy. 
With its varied landscapes and variety of activities, County Waterford has much to offer both the domestic and overseas visitor. These include such aspects as historical tours/walks (Dungarvan and Lismore Castles; Ballysaggart Towers; Dromana Gate; Ardmore Roundtower; and Portlaw village to name but a few); golf, equestrian activities, walking, fishing, a variety of water sports and climbing the Comeragh or Knockmealdown mountains. Niche products where County Waterford is considered to have the greatest potential for development are walking, touring, fishing, water sports including surfing, golf, heritage, Arts & Crafts, festivals and the Gaeltacht. 

However, ‘corridor’ tourism continues to be an issue for County Waterford and it is necessary to support the County developing as a genuine tourism destination rather than just as a passageway from Rosslare and Waterford City to the South West.

Co-operation between the various interest groups throughout the County, especially in the West Waterford region, is vital in the development of a comprehensive tourism package based on the many opportunities of the various local areas. Tourism and agri-tourism can play an important role diversifying rural economies and sustaining their communities. The Council will encourage the creation of high quality employment in tourism, in related support industries and also appropriate part-time job opportunities. Other key objectives and the challenge for the future is to attract greater numbers to the county, provide better facilities and attractions and to foster a longer stay and greater regional and seasonal spread holiday product.
The development of tourism accommodation is crucial to the effective development of the tourism industry in the county. Apartment type developments are best located within the existing established tourism centres, as are hotel developments with the possible exception of the change of use of a Country House for hotel purposes. Clustered holiday home developments will also be most appropriate in these centers and in other settlements throughout the county where facilities and services are available.  In settlement areas outside of established tourism centres it is important to ensure that holiday home developments will not impact negatively on the existing residential community (eg seasonal fluctuations in population levels and the closure of services during winter months).


In keeping with the Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines for Planning Authorities, there will be a presumption against holiday home/ second home development in areas outside of settlements, in Visually Vulnerable and Sensitive Areas, and along Scenic Routes as designated in the Scenic Evaluation Map.  The council will encourage suitably scaled clusters of holiday homes in settlements, and will facilitate tourist houses in areas where such development will not contravene the council’s Settlement Strategy  (ie. Structurally weak rural areas), as outlined in Chapter 3. 

	ED6: To support and co-operate with the relevant tourism agencies in promoting tourism and securing the development of tourism based enterprises in suitable locations
ED7: To support the development of appropriately scaled holiday home/ second home development within existing settlements and in accordance with the Settlement Strategy set out in Chapter 3 

ED8: To protect the blue flag beach status of those beaches that have such status at present, and to seek to have other beaches in the County upgraded to this quality.




6.8 Seveso Establishments

Industrial developments coming within the ambit of the Seveso Directives shall be given special consideration, and shall be controlled under the EU Control of Major Accident Hazards involving Dangerous Substances) Regulations 2000 (see also ‘Development Standards’, Chapter 9).  
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Major enterprise /industrial developments which have taken place….
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Dromana Gate
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